
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
 

CHAPTER 21.-Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day. 
 
II. Religious Worship is to bee given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to him 
alone1; not, to Angels, Saints, or any other Creature2: and, since the Fall, not without a 
Mediator; nor in the mediation of any other, but of Christ alone3. 
_________________________ 
 
Question 1.—Is religious worship to be given to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and 
to him alone? 

Answer.—Yes. Matt. 4:10. The Lord our God, and he only, is to be worshipped, Deut. 
6:13. That the divine worship is to be addressed equally to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
follows necessarily from the fact that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, being distinct 
persons, are yet each equally, in the same absolute sense, the one supreme God, Matt. 
4:10 with John 5:23; 8:49.  There is only one divine nature and one shared power and 
glory possessed equally by the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 2 Cor. 13:14. 
Question 2.—Is religious worship to be given to angels, saints, or any other creature? 

Answer.—No. Rev. 19:10; Rom. 1:25. So then, the Papists do err, maintaining that not 
only God, but good angels, and saints departed, being canonized by the pope, ought to be 
worshipped and called upon, even after a religious manner—chiefly the virgin Mary; and 
that there is a divine power in the relics of the saints, which therefore ought to be 
worshipped, Col. 2:18. They are confuted for the following reasons: 1.) Because the object 
of invocation and religious adoration is he only who is omnipotent, omniscient, and 
searcher of the heart. For there is none that knows our necessities and wants, but he that 
is omniscient, and none can succor and help us, but he that is omnipotent. But angels are 
not omniscient, Eph. 3:10; 1 Pet. 1:12. Neither are the saints departed omniscient, as is 
clear from Isa. 63:16. Abraham is ignorant of us.  2.) Because they that are dead, know 
nothing of our condition, Eccl. 9:5.  3.) Because no man ought to call upon him, in whom 
he does not believe, Rom. 10:14. But no man ought to believe in saints, or angels, but in 
God alone, Isa. 26:4; Jer. 17:5.  4.) Because neither saints alive, nor angels, would suffer 
adoration and worship to be given to themselves, Acts 10:25,26; Rev. 22:8,9.  5.) Because 
the worshipping of angels does derogate from the honour of Christ, in whom we have 
boldness, and access, with confidence by the faith of him, Eph. 3:12.  6.) Because the 
worshipping of saints and angels is like a polytheism—the having of many gods, cf. Rev. 
19:10. For the Papists attribute to each one of their saints and angels, a proper power, as 
the heathen did of old to their idols and false gods, Acts 14:12. 
Question 3.—Is any religious worship given to God, since the fall, without a Mediator? 

Answer.—No. Isa 41:28; Job 9:32,33. No mediator was necessary in the Covenant of 
Works between God and angels, or God and Adam, because, in unfallen creatures, there 
was nothing to bar direct intercourse between them and God, cf. Gen. 3:8. Hence the 
Scripture presents no evidence of Christ’s performing any mediatorial function for them, 
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cf.1 Pet. 1:12. On the contrary the Bible implies always, that Christ’s offices were 
undertaken because men were sinners, Matt. 1:21; Isa. 53; John 3:16. 

Thus, all worship being offered must conform to that which is acceptable to our 
Mediator, John 4:24.  Our prayers must be offered according to his will and in his name, 
John 15:7.  Our praises must be those according to his appointment and after the manner 
prescribed in his Word, Heb. 2:11, 12. 
Question 4.—Is any religious worship given to God, since the fall, accepted in the 
mediation of any other, but of Christ alone? 

Answer.—No. Rom. 5:1,2; Heb. 9:15. Thus does the Popish church err, maintaining 
that saints departed—and chiefly the virgin Mary—are mediators and intercessors 
between God and man. They are confuted because: 1.) The Scripture affirms expressly, 
that there is but one mediator between God and man, namely, the man Jesus Christ, 1 
Tim. 2:5.  2.) Because no man can come to the Father, but by Jesus Christ, John 14:6, 
and by him we have access to the Father, Eph. 2:18.  3.) Because the Scripture promises 
that they shall be heard, that, in the name of Christ, seek such things as are according to 
the will of God, 1 John 5:14. But there is no promise in all the word, that they shall be 
heard that pray to saints or angels, John 14:13,14.  4.) Because the apostle says, 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, not in the name of 
saints, Col. 3:17.  5.) Because Christ who is called the propitiation for our sins, is also 
called our advocate with the Father, 1 John 2:1,2.  6.) Because mediation is a part of the 
priestly office of Christ, which is only proper to himself, and which cannot be divided 
between him and the saints, Heb. 7:25.  7.) Because the saints are not to be called upon 
as we proved in a previous question, John 16:23. 


