
Safe Passage Beyond the Shadow of Death 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

PART TWO 

Introduction 

The Christian, as their Lord, triumphs through suffering. 

Jesus shows us by what He endured that the path to victory is paved with suffering. 

The time of Jesus’ greatest suffering was the very moment He was achieving His greatest victory! 

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God” 
(v18). 

“because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water” (v20). 

“baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you” (v21a)  

Does water baptism itself save you?  

The Bible does teach that the believer’s sins are cleansed, or washed away: 

“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!” (Psalm 51:2). 

“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 
idols I will cleanse you” (Ezekiel 36:25). 

“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name” (Acts 
22:16). 

 “corresponds” is a symbol, or a biblical antitype (Gk antitupon, a figure; ‘the counterpart of reality’). 

“Baptism” Gk baptisma, literally means immersion.  

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:3-5).  

“baptized” Gk baptizo; ‘immerse, submerge, to make overwhelmed.’ 

 “…not as a removal of dirt from the body…” (v21b). 

Peter is careful to clarify that he’s not referring to washing away sin with literal water.  

But where did he learn that?  

John 13:3-10 



“…but as an appeal to God for a good conscience…” (v21c). 

“an appeal to God”  

“for a good conscience”  

“how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish 
to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14). 

“let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22). 

Acts 2:36-41 

Baptism is a symbol of the cleansing action of Christ’s blood on the sinful hearts of those who believe. 

Salvation is entering into a covenant with God, an agreement to meet His terms with a promise fulfilled. 

“…through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (v21d). 

The ark of faith in Jesus Christ carries the believer through the dark waters of God’s terrifying judgment.  

He took us with him. It is Jesus who carried us safely to God. 

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God” (Colossians 3:1-2). 

“you have been raised with Christ” a 2nd person plural aorist passive indicative.  

“For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). 

“ye are dead” (KJV)  

 “who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having 
been subjected to him” (v22). 

“His resurrection is the ground of righteousness and guarantee of victory” (Hiebert). 

“After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3). 

“But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 
waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering 
he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:12-14; also 12:2). 

“Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us” (Romans 8:34). 

“‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’  And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven’” (Acts 1:8-11). 



“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind 
the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 6:19-20). 

“that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” (Ephesians 1:20-21). 

“and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:17). 

“For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer 
for his sake” (Philippians 1:29). 

 


