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Tonight is not a how-to as much as it is an understanding of and we're going to address a 
subject matter tonight that is controversial at best and divisive at worst. It is one of the 
very few subject matters that can easily rise among believers, that can cause not just 
heated debate but it can cause stark division. It is the issue of not just the speaking in but 
we'll see in just a moment the interpretation of tongues.

Now let me remind us tonight that just because it's Baptist does not mean it's Bible, and 
there are things in the Bible that may not in fact be Baptist. So the goal tonight is not to 
be a Baptist, the goal tonight is to be a biblicist, and so we just want to simply see what 
does the Bible say about the subject matter that at times becomes so controversial. We're 
going to spend the majority of our evening in the book of 1 Corinthians 14, perfect timing
because that was a part of our Bible reading this week, but 1 Corinthians 14 does not find
itself in isolation. Remember the church at Corinth was a struggling church, not 
struggling with numbers, not struggling with their finances, but they were struggling with
their carnality. They struggled with allowing their flesh to get ahead of the Spirit in a 
variety of ways. Now there are some obvious ways that happened with issues of intimacy 
and fellowship and even certain consumption of liquids and such, but even on the area of 
spiritual gifts, that which the Lord has gifted you can operate at times in the flesh and the 
same was occurring with the church at Corinth, so much so that out of 16 chapters in the 
book of 1 Corinthians, three of them are dedicated to what we call spiritual gifts.

Beginning in chapter 12, there's a list of spiritual gifts and then we discussed this 
morning how they're to operate together, how we, the body of Christ, are to work 
together, we're many members in particular but we are one body. Chapter 13, that famous
chapter on love that we so often hear at wedding ceremonies, very appropriate for a 
wedding ceremony but in its strict context it's really dealing with how do we operate 
within our spiritual gifts. We're to do so not out of divisiveness or debate but out of love. 
Then chapter 14, an entire chapter in specific, at least 33 verses dealing with one of the 
spiritual gifts, what we know as the speaking of tongues, and I think we would say today 
that we, the church, have not made a whole lot of progress, have we? It was very 
controversial back then and it's very controversial today.
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But before we get into chapter 14, I want to give us two realities from chapter 12 that are 
necessary on this subject matter. Both of these are going to make all of us at some level 
uncomfortable. The first one is this, in chapter 12, verse 10, it says, "To another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues." You move on down to 
verse 30 it says, "Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all 
interpret?" You cannot avoid the fact that the Bible addresses the speaking in and the 
interpretation of tongues as a gift of the Spirit. Those of us who have been Baptists nine 
months longer than we've been alive, may get a little uncomfortable at that statement but 
it's right there in the Bible. The Lord has given some the ability to speak, given some the 
ability to interpret, but in verse 30 it makes it clear that not everybody has either of these 
gifts, just like all of the gifts. We don't possess them all, we possess at least one of them, 
and there are those who the Lord has given this gift according to 1 Corinthians 12.

Well, that made some of us uncomfortable and for those who wanted to celebrate, I'm 
gonna make you uncomfortable. Go to chapter 13, chapter 13, verse 8, the word 
"charity," by the way, when I read it it's just an extreme form of love. It says, "Charity 
never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, 
they shall cease." The Bible says that what we know as tongues shall cease. Now we're 
gonna discuss what does that mean, does that mean on a personal level, a chronological 
level? Does that mean on a dispensational level? What does that mean? 

So at the very beginning tonight, I'm hoping to make all of us a little upset. The gift of 
tongues is explicitly mentioned as a gift by God to the church of Jesus Christ but at the 
same time, it says that what we know as that gift shall cease. So how do we find the 
happy medium? Well, that is why the Lord has given us chapter 14. I'm not gonna read 
the first 33 verses for the sake of time and then go back into them, but tonight I want to 
ask 10 very strategic questions. If you've ever been a part of our Wednesday nights, one 
of the things I really enjoy is a good question. Well, tonight I'm the one asking the 
questions and I've asked 10 questions from chapter 14 to help us understand that the Lord
has given the gift of tongues but yet one day it will cease, and how do we operate, shall 
we say, in between the gutters on this issue?

I do want to read the first three verses just as an introduction. It says, 

1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may 
prophesy. 2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto 
men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he
speaketh mysteries. 3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 

That is the theme for chapter 14 and it begins with the answer to a very important 
question. When it comes to the spiritual gift known as speaking in tongues, who is the 
intended audience? According to verse 2, it's not the person sitting next to you. It's not 
even the people in the congregation. It says that he that speaks in an unknown tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God. 
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Now when we get to the very end of the study tonight, that's gonna play a critical part in 
understanding what we know as the gift of speaking and interpretation of tongues, but I 
think it's very important to note that the Bible begins by saying that it is prophesying 
which we would call preaching, that is for the masses, the gift of tongues is a strategic 
conversation with the audience being of God. It is not those around us. It is not those in 
front of us. It is not those that are gathered in large attendance. It has an audience of one 
and that audience is God himself.

The second question comes from verse 4, it says,

4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that 
prophesieth edifieth the church. 

The second question which is very strategic is: when the gift of tongues is expressed, who
is it that understands the message? Now we just read a few verses earlier that when this 
gift is expressed, an unknown tongue, it is the Lord who's the recipient and those that are 
around, they are not edified, they do not understand it, it is unknown to them. But in 
verse 4, it says he that speaks in an unknown tongue, he edifies himself. Why is that 
critical to the conversation? Because when we get to the end of this chapter it's going to 
talk about the idea of an interpretation of tongues; that one does not have the ability just 
to declare in an unknown tongue anything they want without a support system that the 
Lord has laid out. Here's why it's important, because if you have ever walked down the 
path of those who worship in a tongue-based environment, one of the things you will 
discover oftentimes, not all the time, is that those who claim to express this gift biblically 
do not know what they've even said. And yet what does this say? He who speaks in a 
tongue edifies himself. He who prophesies edifies the church. Well, we would never say 
that somebody preaching we didn't understand what they said, but yet they that speak in a
tongue get a pass. No, biblically speaking when one speaks in an unknown tongue, even 
though those around them may not know what was communicated, according to verse 4, 
they knew what was said.

Why is that important? Because when the person that God has laid on their heart to 
interpret that message, when they rise up and they declare what the interpretation is, the 
person who spoke it has got to be able to verify that that's what they said. In other words, 
if you don't have the speaker understanding their own words, how can you have 
verification of the message? You cannot. So in other words, if one speaks in an unknown 
tongue and another interprets it, the one who does the speaking then has the ability to say,
"That's not what was communicated." If you only have an interpretation, do you know 
what it sets you up for? It sets you up for doing and saying anything you want because 
one of you and I could get together and say at some point in the service tonight, "I'm 
gonna get up and speak in tongues and when I do so, let it rip, tater chip, just say what 
you want." In that case, you realize you could take over the whole church, right? Because
you have a special connection to God that nobody understands but this one person. There 
is no verification of the message.

Page 3 of 14



So based on verse 4, whoever speaks in the unknown tongue, when the person interprets 
it, they have the ability to say, "Yes, that's what was spoken," or, "No, that is not what 
was spoken." So who understands the message? The one who speaks it and the one who 
interprets it which leads to our third question in verse 5. It says, 

5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for 
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he
interpret, that the church may receive edifying. 

The third question and I do not mean this in any way derogatory but honestly, is what is 
the importance of speaking in tongues? According to verse 5, it is not nearly as important
as the preaching of the Gospel because he says, "I wish that you all prophesied." Not that 
you spoke in tongues, and then at the end of verse 5, it makes it very clear, "except he 
interpret, that the church may receive the edifying."

One of the things that I've enjoyed doing over the years is having fun at the expense of 
my Pentecostal brethren. I think it's enjoyable. They make fun of me so I just, I return the
favor. And I'll have friends of mine who on occasion will come up to me and say, "Well, 
pastor, do you believe in the gift of tongues?" And I say, "Oh, absolutely." They say, 
"You mean as a Baptist pastor you believe in the gift of tongues?" I say, "I believe in it so
much, I want you to know that God has given me the gift of interpretation." You know, 
they all scatter like cockroaches in the light. I've met a lot of people who say they have 
the gift of speaking in tongues, when's the last time you met somebody who says they 
have the gift of interpreting tongues? Everybody wants to do the talking, don't they? But 
it is the gift of interpretation according to verse 5 that is of more value than even the 
speaking of tongues, and yet we always talk about do we believe that it's a gift to express,
do you believe in the speaking of tongues? Yes, but according to verse 5, it is the 
interpretation of tongues that is actually of greater value than the speaking and you have 
to have an interpretation that matches the one who spoke and the one who spoke has to 
know what they said. Do you see real quickly that we're putting a biblical litmus test over
a very controversial gift that has very specific parameters around it when the Lord so 
chooses to utilize it?

The fifth question from verse 6, 

6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I 
profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by 
knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 7 And even things without 
life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in 
the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped?

The fourth question was, or the third question was: what was the importance? Here's the 
fourth question: what is the true benefit of speaking in tongues? It says if I come and I 
speak in tongues, does it benefit you as much as revelation? No. Does it benefit you as 
much as knowledge? No. Does it benefit you as much as doctrine? No. Does it benefit 
you as much as prophesying? No. In other words, in secular terms we use the acronym 
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ROI, what is the return on the investment? If we're going to invest our time, if we're 
gonna invest our resources, if we're gonna invest our finances into something of the 
"carnal secular world," we want to make sure that whatever we get, it is applicably in 
return for what we've paid. 

Let me give you a real life practical illustration. How many people have you heard gripe 
this fall about how much certain football coaches get paid? We're upset because we're not
getting the return on our investment and we're bothered we're gonna put that much money
to get that kind of product. Now you interpret that for whatever school you so choose, I 
just hear a lot of rhetoric around town. But nonetheless, the same goes with tongues. If 
we put all of our energy into speaking of tongues, if we put all the emphasis into speaking
in tongues, the Lord is saying, "Well, what's the benefit?" You are greater served with 
revelation, knowledge, prophesying and doctrine so why would you put all of your 
energy into that which does not have the return on investment as these other items?

And throughout the next four or five verses, there's a beautiful, please understand the pun
illustration, and it talks about a clanging instrument that has no melody, it has no tune, it 
cannot be understood. Allow me to give the practical example. If we were to walk in this 
place tonight and I were to go to the piano, it would be a frightening thought at best, trust 
me, and I were to begin in very simplistic form to, shall we say, play the melody of 
"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was blind, but 
now I see." You would sing along, correct? Even if it was in elementary form. But what 
if I just started banging on the keys and said, "Sing with me, everybody. Come on!" 
You'd be like, "What? I don't know what's going on." You realize that's what he's saying 
is the benefit here. It benefits us when we recognize it and we're able to respond to it, not 
so much when we have no idea what is taking place.

As we make our way down to verse 12, it says, 

12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye 
may excel to the edifying of the church.

This is an important question to ask. The Bible mentions the gift of tongues, it mentions 
the interpretation of tongues, it does mention that they are valuable and they are of 
benefit, but maybe not as much as other things. So should you, should you desire 
speaking in tongues? Is this something that when you leave tonight you say, "O God, 
please let this be my gift"? 

Let me encourage you to turn back a few pages to chapter 12. When you go back to 
chapter 12, beginning in verse 8, there is the list of the famous spiritual gifts that are also 
found in Romans 14 as well, and there's a little bit of a variation there but the same 
construct that I'm about to share with you. When you go through the entire list, 
particularly in verse 10 at the very end it says there are diverse kinds of tongues and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. Do you find it interesting that in all the gifts, it's 
listed last? You say, "Well, that's just coincidence." Okay, you may say it's coincidence, 
so do you think it's a coincidence that in all the lists of the apostles, Judas is last? "Oh, 
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that's just coincidence." No, because notice what the first gift that is given in verse 8, "the
Spirit, the word of wisdom." Wisdom, that which Solomon was edified for, that which 
the book of Proverbs tells us to strive for, that which the Bible over and over and 
particularly in James 1 says anybody who seeks after wisdom shall be given it. I think we
would all declare tonight that if you were to pick between having wisdom and an 
unknown tongue, we'd choose wisdom every day, right? Because we need to know how 
to do or what to do with what we know and according to what we just read, tongues are 
great but it's to an audience of one and it doesn't edify and it's not as great a benefit to the 
masses as other things are.

Then you get to verse 31 of chapter 12, it says, "But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet
shew I unto you a more excellent way." I can tell you on more than one occasion I've had 
a very entertaining discussion with folks when they've asked me about the gift of tongues,
the speaking in, the interpretation thereof, and where I stand on this issue, and I have 
responded in some situations where I would say, "Well, if I had the choice, I would pick 
wisdom or knowledge because the Bible says to pick the best ones." To which their 
response is, "Well, you can't go in order. They're not written in a priority." I say, "Okay, 
then fine, then my favorite apostle is Judas." And they say, "Well, why would he be your 
favorite apostle." I say, "Well, he's last in line so if you want to make him first, why not? 
It makes logical sense." What does verse 31 say? Seek the best gifts.

Now is tongues a gift? Yes. Is it mentioned in Scripture? Absolutely. Are there 
parameters given? You betcha. But the Bible says seek the best ones. What will edify the 
most people. What will encourage the church to its greatest extent. Should you desire 
tongues? If that's what the Lord has gifted you, sure, but understand that if tongues is that
which the Lord has gifted you with, then it just so happens to be the last in line of every 
one of the gifts that is spoken. If it were me, I would choose wisdom and knowledge and 
other things before I sought after the gift of tongues.

The next question, verse 14, 

14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my 
understanding is unfruitful. 

How do tongues relate to your salvation? They have no relationship to your salvation. I 
want to make a distinction tonight that is necessary. The spiritual gift of tongues is not 
what took place in Acts 2. Acts 2, a very famous event in Scripture. Here we have the 
disciples minus Judas, of course. They're gathered in the Upper Rom. They've been there 
for about seven days. The Bible says in Acts 1 there's 120 plus the women that are there. 
They're doing exactly what Jesus told them to, "Wait here until the Holy Ghost falls upon
you." Then in chapter 2 of Acts, that famous Pentecost event, it says that they spoke the 
Gospel, interestingly it does not say there in an unknown tongue, it says that every man 
heard in his own language. Now it might have been an unknown tongue to those that 
were speaking it, but those that heard it, every one of them understood exactly what was 
being said. And unfortunately, there are those who would advocate that if you don't speak
in tongues, then you're not saved. If that's the case, then there are a whole lot of people 
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who claim the blood of Jesus Christ that aren't saved because according to what we just 
read, not everybody has the gift of tongues. 

Does it say there in verse 30 not everybody has this and there what we see in chapter 14, 
verse 14, is if I pray, remember the audience is God so it would be praying, not 
preaching, in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth. In other words, this is a gift that the 
Lord has given to those who are already believers. It is not a verification of one's 
salvation. It is a gift of the Spirit much like the gift of wisdom and knowledge.

I have had more than one conversation in my life with people who have questioned my 
salvation because I don't speak in tongues. Well, then I question theirs because they don't 
interpret because you cannot have one without the other, right? That being said, just 
because one has been given this gift by God does not verify their salvation. On the same 
hand, just because God has not given it does not declare the absence of one's salvation. 
Speaking in tongues has nothing to do with one's eternal standing with God, it has 
everything to do with which specific gift that the Lord may or may not have given them 
as a believer in Jesus Christ. The spiritual gift of tongues in 1 Corinthians 14 cannot be 
equated with the pouring out of the Spirit in Acts 2. One is a pouring out, the other is a 
special gift that God gives to select members of his body.

Now I want us to fast-forward to verse 22. It's these last 11 verses that are gonna get 
really good. That was just the warm-up, folks. Y'all ready? Verse 22, 

22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them 
that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but 
for them which believe.

The next necessary question is this: what makes the gift of tongues so unique? We know 
it's unique. It is that which when it is expressed it sounds different, it looks different, it 
operates differently. It creates such a response that an entire chapter in the Bible is 
dedicated to it. It elicits such a response that many of us are leery of it or over-champions
of it. But in verse 22, it says that tongues are for a sign. It's very important that the Bible 
use that term and why? Because signs in the Bible are very rare but they're very special.

Allow me to give you a sampling of some of the signs in the Bible. When there is a 
rainbow in the sky when Noah lands on the dry ground, it's called a sign from God. In 
Isaiah when it says a young lady who is yet to know a man will have a child in her womb,
that is called a sign. When Gideon puts the fleece on the ground and the rug is dry and the
ground is wet, that is called a sign. Jesus in Matthew 12 said, "The only sign I'll give you 
is the sign of my resurrection. As Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three
nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights."

Allow me to share with you what a sign is. A sign is something that can only come from 
God, it cannot be imitated by man, and it is rarely rarely utilized. Well, according to verse
22, tongues are for a sign so what it means there is that they are just as unique as a 
rainbow in the sky, just as unique as the fleece being dry and the ground being wet, just 
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as unique as man coming up from the dead and a young woman having a child having 
never known a man. What we see when it comes to tongues is the utilization may be 
more rare than we even give it credit for.

But I want you to turn a few pages over to the left to 1 Corinthians 1 because it just said 
in verse 22 of chapter 14 that tongues were a sign. Well, in 1 Corinthians 1:18 it says, 
"the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God." He goes into the power of the cross. I want you to look at verse 
22, "For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom." Now I want us to 
connect the dots tonight. According to chapter 14, verse 22, tongues are for a sign, 
correct? According to chapter 1, verse 22 of 1 Corinthians, Jews require a sign and it 
doesn't matter if you go to Acts 2, Acts 8, Acts 10 or Acts 19, every time in the book of 
Acts you see tongues displayed in a magnificent fashion, guess who's present every time?
Lost Jewish people which is interesting because it just said that it wasn't for believers but 
for those that don't believe, and it is a sign.

Now I know you know I have hopefully a decent sense of humor. I've had folks come up 
to me and say, "Pastor, you know, at my church we speak in tongues all the time." I say, 
"I did not know you had that many lost Jews that came to your church." And they say, 
"What are you talking about?" Well, according to what we just read, the audience is God 
alone, the person who speaks in the unknown tongue knows what they have said, it will 
be interpreted, it is the least of the gifts at least in order, and according to verse 22, it's a 
sign not for those who believe but for those who do not. That means that the gift and the 
utilization of tongues – listen to this – is not designed to encourage other believers but to 
serve as a witness to the lost world of the power of God, and specifically not the world in 
general but I would say based on chapter 1, the world and specific to the lost Jewish 
community.

You see, the gift of tongues is mentioned in Scripture but as you start walking through 
chapter 14, do you notice that the parameters of its regular use is becoming more and 
more narrow as we walk through? Is it valid? Yes. Is it there? Absolutely. But as you 
begin to walk through the Scriptures you find out that the description of it begins to 
narrow the path.

In verse 23 it says,

23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all 
speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or 
unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 24 But if all prophesy, and 
there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of 
all, he is judged of all: 

Now let me unpack that for just a moment. This is written specifically to the church at 
Corinth. As a whole, these are Gentile believers, not Jewish believers. The city of Corinth
was a Gentile community. I'm sure there could have been Jewish people that were going 
to and fro in the area, but as a whole these are Gentile individuals. So it does say that it is 
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a sign back to chapter 1, verse 22, it is the Jews that require a sign. It is utilized to those 
who do not believe so they will. But then you get to verse 23 and it almost sounds like the
Lord's flipping the script and he says that the whole church coming together in one place 
and all speaking with tongues, how will unbelievers understand? You say, "Well, it just 
said it was for those that do not believe." What he's speaking of here is not those that 
require a sign, the Jews, but the Gentiles that populated the majority of the area that we 
known as Corinth. He says if your friend at work or your neighbor walks in and sees the 
entire place utilizing this "gift," they're not gonna know what to do with it and they're 
probably going to run away.

Some years ago I had the privilege of being introduced to an individual in the town in 
which I was serving that had a very unique story. Our paths very providentially crossed. 
As a 40 something year old, he came to know the Lord as his Savior. We happened to 
attend the same university a few years apart, and so we had great commonality based in a 
college town that was not the one of which we attended. You know, birds of a feather 
have got to flock together to support each other. And so we became friends because of 
our backgrounds. 

This individual was new in his faith. He was a babe in Christ, if you want to use biblical 
language according to chapter 3. And I'll never forget one night we were in one of our 
Q&A times like we typically have here on Wednesday night, and the issue of tongues 
came up and we were discussing it, going back and forth. And we weren't even in verse 
23 when he raised his hand, his name was David, unfortunately David has since passed 
away, but David raised his hand and he took our attention to verse 23 and here's what he 
said. I'll never forget it. Here is a brand new believer in Jesus Christ, he said, "I want you 
to know if I'd of walked into this church tonight and seen what's described in verse 23," 
he said, "I'd of blown the back door out on the way out." He said, "Man, it would've 
scared me to death."

You know who the only people that aren't scared of tongues are? Those who speak in 
tongues. The rest of us are scared to death because we don't know what's being said, we 
don't know why it's being said, and as we're about to see in just a moment, if everybody's 
doing it, it may not be of God.

So it says there in verse 23, it says if the unlearned and the unbelievers come in, they're 
gonna think you're mad. This answers the question: what about unbelievers? Should we 
implement the speaking in tongues into our day-to-day evangelism strategy? If you're in a
highly populated Jewish community, maybe. But I doubt in East Alabama it would be 
very effective. They would think we are mad. What does it say in verse 24? But if we 
prophesy, they are convinced. That is why when we gather together, we gather around the
word of God and we speak to what the Bible says as the primary means of our 
communication.

Now there are two questions that are left on the list. The next one is found in verse 27. It 
says,
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27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 
by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 28 But if there be no 
interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to 
himself, and to God. 

Now this goes back to verse 23, it says if you walk in and everybody is expressing this 
gift. According to what we just read, it says it should be done by two but never more than
by three. So the question is: how should it be publicly displayed? There's actually two 
aspects here: we have the quantity and we have the quality. The quantity is that if you 
walk into a "worship service" and there are a dozen people speaking in tongues, I can 
give you full assurance you should walk out. You say, "What do you mean? Wouldn't 
that be rude?" No, they're being unbiblical. According to what you just read, there are 
never to be more than three. Never. So if you've got 100 people speaking in tongues, 
you've got at least 97 of them that are out of the will of God. At least. According to what 
the Bible says, it is very limited in number. It will never be more than two, occasionally 
there could be three.

Verse 28, "But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence." I'm gonna share a story 
with you that some of you may have heard me share in times past but it's one of those 
that's worth repeating. Many years ago, I spent my summers at youth camp. I was a youth
camp pastor, a college camp pastor, a children's camp pastor, and that's what I did, I'd 
leave out on Monday and come back on Friday, wash the clothes, pack them in the same 
suitcase, and go back out again. And I don't know if I've seen everything but I've come 
close. When you're around that many people all the time, you see all kinds of different 
churches, all kinds of different expression, you see it all. And I'll never forget, I was at a 
camp in East Texas and it was a large camp, there were probably 400-500 students, 
young people that were there, and it was the very first night of the camp, and it just 
seemed so appropriate, please note my gift of sarcasm. By the way, sarcasm is not listed 
in chapter 12 but I wish it was. That, you know, typically when teenagers have a youth 
camp service, it's loud. Y'all know that, right? I mean, it's like deafening loud and you 
know you're getting older when it's getting too loud. But so there it is. 

Well, I found it interesting that there was a young man who was on the back row. He 
wasn't in his seat, he was actually beyond the back row, I mean, he was like an uber-
Baptist, he was really on the back row. But he was leaning on the chairs that were the 
back row and he was all by himself and any time the music would get real quiet and they 
would begin to bring the volume down, he would start speaking in an unknown tongue. 
Right what you just saw right here. I couldn't understand a thing that was being said. In 
my opinion, it was gibberish. But you know, I play by the rules. My mind starts kicking 
in gear and I start thinking, "You know, this could be one of the most unusual camps I've 
ever been to if somebody starts interpreting." But do you know what happened? Nothing. 
He said his piece. The music cranked up again. It subsided again and guess what he did 
again? He spoke again. There was no interpretation. About the third time he did it, he and
I had a come-to-Jesus meeting. I'm the camp pastor, right? I'm the shepherd. I pulled the 
young man aside, brought him out into the little foyer area, and I said, "Young man, I 
want you to know that I'm not questioning how God has gifted you as a part of the body 
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of Christ, I'm not questioning your intention, your desire or your motives, however, three 
times you have spoken in an unknown tongue and nobody has interpreted it. Therefore 
I'm gonna ask you politely to cease because your gift is not being utilized biblically 
because nobody is here to interpret it and according," and I read this verse, "you are to 
keep silent."

Well, we had a come-to-Jesus meeting in the foyer. That night we had a come-to-Jesus 
meeting with everybody from that church and do you know what's interesting? I was put 
on the hot seat. I was made to feel like I was unspiritual. Somehow I was just quenching 
the Spirit of God. And I said, "Gentlemen, I don't understand. The Bible says if there's no
interpreter, keep silent. There was no interpreter, so what is so wrong with me asking him
to be silent?" And they said, "You just don't believe in the gifts." I said, "Whoa, whoa, 
yes, I do, but I believe the gift of interpretation must go with the gift of speaking." Did 
you know that the next morning before breakfast that whole church left the camp 
because, by golly, we were not Spirit-filled. We were Spirit-filled, we just weren't 
biblically ignorant, is who we were.

So therefore if it is going to be on public display, not only in verse 22 is it a sign which 
means most likely you're gonna have a lost Jew, but that's a whole other message, you're 
never gonna have more than two, at the most three, and if nobody interprets it, run out the
back door because according to what we just read, if tongues is gonna be spoken, it must 
be interpreted. You cannot have everybody talking and you have to have at least 
somebody interpreting and when they interpret, based on verse 4, whoever spoke is 
gonna know what they said as verification.

Can we all agree tonight the parameters of speaking in tongues has become very very 
narrow? Have we eliminated it? No. Have we said it is not valid? No. But what we have 
said according to Scripture is that the biblical mandate for its proper use is such that I 
would dare say it would be a rare day that you and I in our context today would see it 
utilized in a biblical fashion which leads to the last question: what is ultimately the 
purpose of the gift of tongues? Why would God give us, the church, something that is so 
controversial?

Now you know and I know that I'm not God but the fact that he gave us a whole chapter 
on the gift of tongues, if this had been written by a man, we would have come back and 
said, "You know, maybe we ought to forget that tongue thing. It's just too controversial." 
But verse 33 of chapter 14 says, 

33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches 
of the saints. 

So what that says here is God is never the author of confusion. Can we also agree that a 
lot of the times when we hear of the "gift of tongues" it is more confusion than it is 
clarity? So if confusion ensues, we've got a problem. 
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Well, according to what we've just read if whoever speaks and knows what they said, it's 
less than two or three people, there is a proper interpreter, I would say versed on 22 
there's those that require a sign that most likely could be present, then in that case then we
can understand that the purpose would not be confusion but it would be clarity, but more 
often than not this gift brings confusion. Why does this church do it and that one not? 
Why does this person advocate it and this one does not?

I want to close tonight with one of the most revealing conversations I've ever had in my 
life. Years ago, you know I served in the city in the area of Baton Rouge. Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, whether you know it or not, is just, I mean, it is Pentecostal-ville with a 
sprinkling of Baptist is what it is, and they are a whole lot more Pentecostal than they are 
Baptist. There was a young man who came to our congregation. He was in his late 20s, 
maybe pretty close to 30 years of age, and he had not only been an active member, he had
actually been a part of the musicians at a very very Pentecostal church down the street, 
and yet he became a part of our fellowship, he began to attend our Bible studies, he began
to serve in the worship ministry. I mean, he was just everywhere and anywhere.

Well, one night he came up to me after a Sunday night service just like this, and he said, 
"Pastor, I need to talk to you and it's gonna take a little time but it's a critical conversation
per my becoming a part of this church." I had a funny feeling I knew where it was going 
but I let him, you know, I gave him a little grace there. I said, "Okay, no problem." So 
everything settled down, the crowd kind of dismissed, and we sat down on the pew and 
I'll never forget what this young man said to me. He said, "Pastor, I want you to know 
that without question God has given me the gift of speaking in tongues. If I become a part
of this church, are you gonna have a problem with that?" I said, "I don't know. Keep 
talking." And he said, "The second thing I want you to know is God has told me that even
though I have the gift of tongues, that I'm not to utilize it here at this church." I said, 
"Now you're gonna have to work with me there. Why would God give you that gift and 
you say you wouldn't need it here?" And listen to what this young man said. He quoted 
verse 33 of 1 Corinthians 14, "God is not the author of confusion." He said, "I think most 
people have no idea why God would even use tongues in the first place." I said, "Well, 
help me out." Now this is a man who claims he has the gift. He says, "The purpose of 
tongues is not to bring confusion but clarity." And here's what he said, "If the word of 
God is clearly preached, you don't need the gift of tongues. The gift of tongues is utilized 
when people aren't preaching the truth, God intervenes supernaturally to clear up the 
mess." He said, "I'm from the mountains of North Carolina and we've got a whole mess 
up there." And he said, "Boy, God used tongues all the time." He said, "because some old
guy would up there just preaching stuff that was so wrong and God stepped in and said 
that's not true, this is what the Bible says." Then I'll never forget one of the greatest 
compliments I ever got, he looked at me and he said, "Pastor, you keep preaching the 
Bible and you'll never have to worry about me preaching and speaking in tongues." To 
my knowledge, he never once ever was inclined to speak in tongues in that environment. 
If the word of God is preached, if the truth of the Bible is proclaimed without wavering, 
there's no need for it.
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So if you're in an environment where the Bible is not prominent, if you're in an 
environment where the Bible is not preached, the Lord may utilize it to bring truth to a 
confused audience. You and I today have access and the possession of the word of God. I
will say hopefully at least with me being here, hopefully I strive my best to always preach
the complete clear truth of God's word, and we can talk about how many can speak and 
how many should interpret, but at the end of the day according to verse 33, the only 
purpose tongues would ever serve is to clear up the confusion, and if we don't have any 
confusion, then we have no need of this specific gift.

So therefore back to the original thesis. Tongues are listed as a valid spiritual gift in the 
Bible and that makes some of us uncomfortable. At the same time, it says that they shall 
cease. Now I have some that I respect dearly that believe that means that they are never 
of any use every anymore again, and we could discuss that but let's speak to our own 
world here. I believe that in this context their validity has ceased. We all have a copy of 
God's word. We have many people who are apt to preach and to teach the word of God. 
So why would we need a supernatural revelation outside of the word of God when he's 
given us 66 books of the word of God? It's not necessary in our context. It's not needed in
our context. So why would we ever desire to experience it in our context?

You and I today, we tonight, we don't find ourselves in a completely biblically illiterate 
absent culture but it's coming. Think about that for just a moment. There was an old book
years ago called "Fahrenheit 451," it was written by Ray Bradbury. You know what they 
did? They eliminated the Bible. There are countries today who the Bible is illegal to 
possess in those countries. There are places today that have no access to the word of God 
and do you know that we're following in their footsteps, right? And so allow me to be 
clear based on that point: I don't think that today the utilization of the spiritual gift of 
tongues is of validity in this context at this time, but according to what the Bible says, 
there may come a day where even in this context there is no Scripture and there is no 
truth being proclaimed, and when we find ourselves without truth being proclaimed God 
supernaturally steps in and he makes sure that people have the truth. 

Case in point, Acts 2. You had Jews from all nations realizing that the Messiah that 
they'd hoped for for thousands of years had come, lived, died and raised from the dead 
and they all missed it. Peter preached unto them. It says that they all heard in their own 
tongue and what happened? Three thousand people got saved. In the midst of confusion, 
God spoke clarity in Acts 2. So why in the midst of clarity would God bring to instrument
confusion? He's not the author of confusion but of peace. So the Bible speaks of it, 
however it must be utilized and done in such a way that lines up with the parameters that 
the Bible lays out. 

So tonight what we've discovered is this: tongues is not a Pentecostal thing, it's a Bible 
thing, however it must be utilized in a biblical manner. And can I just say, I am thankful 
to God that I live and I'm currently in an environment of clarity where the Bible is read, 
studied, taught and preached with such clarity that there is no need for the confusion to be
dismissed. May we continue to pray that we live in an environment that continues to have
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clarity and not confusion because if confusion does arise, the Lord's done it before and 
he'll do it again, he will make sure that clarity is spoken among his people.
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