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III. Esther’s Rise to the Throne  (2:1-18) 

 

A. Ahasuerus’ Call for a New Queen  (2:1-4) 

 

Ahasuerus had responded to Vashti’s insubordination by issuing an edict demanding her 

deposition and banishment, but as time passed his indignation cooled and his thoughts began to 

turn to the need to find a replacement for her. Though the king had a harem of concubines, no 

such woman was worthy of wearing the crown. And so, at the recommendation of his attendants, 

Ahasuerus issued an order to gather from all the provinces of his kingdom the most beautiful 

young virgins in order that he might choose a new queen from among them.  

 

B. Esther’s Candidacy  (2:5-14) 

 

That summons provides the context for the writer’s introduction of Esther and her cousin 

Mordecai. As the king’s servants were scouring the kingdom for suitable candidates for the 

throne, Mordecai was bringing up his cousin Hadassah (Esther) right there in the city of Susa. 

 

1. Mordecai is presented first and the author describes him as a descendent of the tribe of 

Benjamin. His forefathers, along with many others, had been taken captive from 

Jerusalem in 597 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar deposed King Jeconiah (Jehoiachin) and 

installed his uncle Zedekiah on the throne of Judah (2 Chronicles 36:9-10). In making 

mention of this, the writer may have intended only an explanation of how it was that 

Mordecai had come to reside in Susa. But it is also possible that he mentions Jehoiachin’s 

exile because of its significance in the outworking of Israel’s history. 

 

a. After bringing the Israelite kingdom to its promised fullness, David’s sin initiated 

a period of decline that led to division and finally the captivity of the two sub-

kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Moreover, during the reign of Jeconiah – who was 

a member of David’s royal dynasty – God declared through His prophet Jeremiah 

that He was forever severing David’s regal line: no descendent of Jeconiah 

(“Coniah”) would ever sit on the throne of David (22:24-30). 

 

b. God had determined and declared that David’s kingdom was to be destroyed 

through conquest and captivity and his dynasty brought to an end. With the 

deportation of Jeconiah and the appointment of his uncle as Babylon’s vassal 

king, God’s word had been fulfilled. In eleven years nothing would remain. 

 

And so, to a Jew reading the book of Esther, Mordecai’s circumstance meant more than 

simply the fact of an Israelite living in exile; it reminded him of the tragic reality that 

David’s house and kingdom had been brought to an end. To all appearances, Mordecai’s 

presence in Susa spoke of the failure of the Davidic Covenant and, by implication, of 

God’s ancient promise to Abraham.  

 

2. The writer then introduces Esther and describes her as being “beautiful of form and 

face,” leaving little doubt where the story is going: Hadassah is to be swept up in the 

king’s search for a new queen, and the expectation is that she will soon wear the crown.  
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 But if this were to happen, what would it portend for the exiled children of Abraham? 

From the beginning God had called Israel to be a “separate” people, and the northern 

tribes in their captivity had already manifested the evil outcome of cultural corruption 

and intermarriage with the Gentiles. If Esther were now to join herself in marriage to the 

king of Medo-Persia, wouldn’t this send a disastrous message of compromise to her 

fellow exiles? And if her example were followed, couldn’t this possibly seal the end of 

Israel as a distinct, covenant nation? These and similar questions arise from the way the 

story unfolds and make their own contribution to its building tension. 

 

3. The balance of this passage details Esther’s candidacy and her preparation under Hegai, 

the king’s eunuch in charge of the virgins. Most notable about this portion of the 

narrative is the way the writer takes pains to distinguish Esther from all the other women. 

 

a. First of all, he notes her privileged favor with Hegai, who provided her with seven 

personal attendants. Though at this point she was just another member of the 

harem composed of all the selected candidates, Esther was given choice maids 

from the king’s palace to care for her needs. In addition, Hegai exalted her to the 

leading place within the harem (2:9). 

 

b. The author further distinguishes Esther by his recounting of her appearance before 

Ahasuerus after her year of preparation. As part of the procedure for presenting 

themselves to the king, each of the candidates was allowed to take with her 

whatever jewelry or other adornments she believed would most effectively attract 

him to her and win his favor (2:13). When Esther’s time came, she humbly 

deferred to Hegai’s judgment. The text doesn’t say how he advised her, but the 

writer’s remark that she found favor with all who saw her suggests that Hegai 

recommended that she go before the king without any trappings or accessories 

and allow her evident modesty and natural beauty to win his heart (2:15). 

 

4. The author is careful to press Esther into the spotlight by showing her to be the center of 

attention in Ahasuerus’ palace. At the same time, he cloaks her in secrecy, observing that, 

at Mordecai’s request, she did not reveal to anyone – not even the king – her Jewish 

identity (2:10, 20). The implication seems to be that, although the Medo-Persian Empire 

embraced many nations and people groups, the Jews were regarded with a special 

contempt that led Mordecai to believe that Esther’s well-being in the palace depended 

upon her concealing her ethnicity. Whatever Mordecai’s thinking may have been, the 

story will reveal that there was a providential reason for her secrecy. 

 

C. Ahasuerus’ Choice of Esther  (2:15-18) 

 

As Esther had found favor in the eyes of all who saw her and worked with her in the time of her 

preparation, so Ahasuerus was equally taken with her and immediately chose her to be his new 

queen (2:15-16). And, reminiscent of the festivities of four years earlier, the king held a great 

banquet and appointed a holiday to be celebrated throughout all the provinces of his empire. This 

time, however, the banquet was not to display and celebrate his own greatness; it was a tribute to 

the new queen of Medo-Persia. It was Esther’s banquet (2:18). 
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IV. The Threat on Ahasuerus’ Life  (2:19-23) 

 

The unseen yet effectual operation of providence is central to the development of the storyline, 

and so it is that a providential incident occurs at the end of the second chapter that will play a 

crucial role later on in the narrative. Throughout the entire process leading to Esther’s coronation 

Mordecai had remained as close to her as he could, coming daily to the harem in order to find out 

how she was faring (2:11). And even after Esther had been crowned queen he continued to sit 

outside the palace, hoping to make contact with her. Mordecai could not know it, but his concern 

for the cousin he had raised as a daughter would make him party to a situation that would have 

immeasurable significance in the future. 

 

A. Mordecai’s Awareness of the Conspiracy  (2:19-22a) 

 

The writer notes that this incident occurred “when the virgins were gathered together the second 

time.” This seems to locate it during the period when the king was still interviewing the harem of 

virgins. But two considerations argue against this: The first is that Mordecai is described as 

sitting at the king’s gate, and prior to Esther’s coronation Mordecai came to inquire about her at 

the harem where she was staying. He had no reason at that time to be sitting outside the king’s 

quarters (cf. 2:19, 21). But secondly, the text states that Mordecai reported the incident in 

question to Queen Esther (v. 22). And so the writer was most likely referring to a later episode in 

which the king was again seeking new concubines for his harem. 

 

After Ahasuerus took Esther as his wife, Mordecai continued to pursue contact with her, coming 

to the palace and waiting outside the king’s gate. On one such occasion two of Ahasuerus’ 

doorkeepers were discussing a plot to assassinate him and Mordecai became aware of it. The text 

isn’t definitive, but it is probable that Mordecai overheard them. However it was that he learned 

of their plans, he determined that the king should be notified of their conspiracy.  

 

B. Mordecai’s Report to the King  (2:22b) 

 

According to his regular practice, Mordecai had come to the king’s gate to inquire concerning 

Esther. But by divine providence he was “in the right place at the right time” and became aware 

that two of the king’s men were conspiring to murder him. As soon as he was able, Mordecai 

notified Esther of their intention and she brought the news to Ahasuerus’ attention. 

 

C. The Outcome of the Conspiracy  (2:23) 

 

When the king learned of the conspiracy against his life he immediately undertook an 

investigation to determine the truth of the accusation. And when the two conspirators had been 

found guilty as charged, Ahasuerus hanged them on a gallows. More importantly to the story, the 

whole episode – including the fact that the conspiracy had been uncovered by a man named 

Mordecai – was made a matter of permanent record by being written into the Book of the 

Chronicles of the Medo-Persian kingdom. That seemingly insignificant action – much as 

Mordecai’s daily practice of sitting outside the king’s gate – would prove in the days ahead to 

play a key role in a whole series of outcomes whose ultimate importance in salvation history 

reaches from the eternal counsel of God to the consummate glory of the new heavens and earth. 


