2Cor.11:2-3—Simplicity in Christ Hym 3, O Glorious Day, 491

Life in this world (as we all know) becomes comat&d and distracting—{1] there are the affairsifef
school and work—these demand our time and energg—arallowed—can become controlling and
suffocating, [2] there are various relationships-ves, husbands, children, parents, siblings, amhds—
these too demand our time and make life complicg8idhere are the fears and struggles of our sauls—
which—I think if we were honest—would have to admthat of all the things that complicate life—fist
that list—is ourselves...

Thus—it becomes necessary to simplify life—to graliour priorities—to refocus our hearts—and to
remember what's most important—this is largely wivat have in the passage before us—the church at
Corinth was undergoing various distractions—manythafse originated from the false apostles who were
casting doubt upon Paul's apostleship—what Paus dioethis chapter (ch.11)—is [1] identify the false
apostles as what they were (ministers of Satam),[2hvindicate his own apostleship—thus from vb&he

end of the chapter—he provides a string of evidemciying his apostleship...

This is what he means in v1—"oh, that you wouldrlveith me in a little folly—and indeed you do bewith
me"—the "folly" referred to—is the time spent (labe the chapter) on proving his apostleship—budbkehe
does that—he reminds the Corinthians of [1] hidojesly for them (v2) and [2] his fear concerningertin
(3v)...

Thus—I want to consider these two verses underwaalings—[1] A Goal, v2—"that | may present yowaas
chaste virgin to Christ," and [2] A Fear, v3—"buear, lest somehow...your minds may be corrupteih the
simplicity that is in Christ..."

. A Goal—v2
Il. A Fear—v3

. A Goal—v2

1. Paul's goal was simple—to present the Corinthiana ehaste virgin to Christ—this was his ultimatd a
final goal...

2. To understand v2—we must be reminded of the Jetwastition of betrothment—marriage occurred in
two stages...

3. First—the couple was betrothed—this began the wgeri-the couple made a public vow in a public
ceremony...

4. This betrothed couple was legally married—the onby the relationship was dissolved was through
divorce...

5. Secondly—there was the wedding feast—which resuhethe marriage being consummated—and the
couple living together...

6. How much time lapsed between these two varied—tedded on how long it look the husband to
prepare...

7. Thus—there was a time gap between the first cergn@md the second—within which—the bride
waited...

8. Kistemaker—"In the oriental culture of that day, eangagement was equivalent to marriage without
consummation. The betrothal period lasted for aeer,yduring which bride and bridegroom prepared for
the wedding ceremony. From the day of her betrptiied woman legally was the wife of her future
husband but she remained a virgin until the weddiag. In addition, the engagement might not be
broken. If this happened, it was considered a dmorOnly death might end an engagement.
Unfaithfulness of either party was regarded astaduland had to be disciplined accordingly. Theléri
had to remain a virgin to be presented to her mab@o Paul exerts himself to keep the church frore
doctrine contrary to the gospel as he strives ésqmt her to Christ..."

9. Now—what | want to do at this point—is suggest tgock lessons that natively or naturally flow ofit o
verse 2...
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Notice [1] Christians are married and waiting—Ctigiss are married to Christ—yet—they are waiting fo
Christ...
Christians are married to Christ—"I have betrotlyed to one husband"—that is—the church has one
husband...
Yet—Christians are waiting for Christ—that is—thage presently separated from Him—in a physical
sense...
This clarifies several passages that otherwise dvindke no sense—for example—the parable of the ten
virgins...
Matt.25:1—"the kingdom of heaven shall be likeneddn virgins who took their lambs and went out to
meet the bridegroom..."
Five of the virgins were wise (that is—true consgrtand the other five were foolish (that is—false
converts)...
Yet—all ten were waiting for the same husband—theye all betrothed or espoused—to a returning
groom...
Yet—we read in v10—"when the bridegroom came, thab® were ready went in with him to the
wedding; and the door was shut..."
That is—only those who were truly converted—who tlae Holy Spirit—symbolized by—oil in the
lamp...
Furthermore—it also explains Jesus' words in J&34and if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and receive you to Myself; that whexm) there you may be also..."
These are the words of a bridegroom to his betdstHee leaves her for a season—as he prepares a place
for her...
Again—Rev.19:7—"let us be glad and rejoice and diim glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready..."
Thus—it becomes very important to remember thatdevhie wait—we must keep ourselves pure to
Christ...
We are already His—we are betrothed to Him—He is@wom—we belong to Him—we are one with
Him..
Notice [2] preachers are jealous matchmakers—shatlieir primary task is to betroth sinners to Ghis
and then labor to present them pure to Christ...
The Scriptures use many different imageries to rites¢he work of a minister—farmer, builder, soldie
and shepherd...
Yet—the one that's often times overlooked or ndghke-is that of a matchmaker—a wedding planer of
sorts...
| don't mind serving as a matchmaker—I think thpteper—I always keep an eye open for singles in
other churches...
Yet—what is this in comparison to a spiritual matetker—who matches unions—that will last for

eternity...

Now—the work of this kind of matchmaker is twofoldnd both of them are found in our text—Ilook
again at v2...

V2—"for | have betrothed you to one husband (1t thmay present you as a chaste virgin to Christ

2)..."

Col.1:21-22—"and you, who once were alienated arahrges in your mind by wicked works, yet now He
has reconciled in the body of His flesh throughtldeto present you holy, and blameless, and above
reproach in His sight [Jude 1:24]..."

Here we find—the same two-tier relationship—as wavehin our text—notice [a] we have been
reconciled...

V21—"yet now He has reconciled in the body of Hiessh through death"—that is—we have been
betrothed...

Notice [b] we will be presented, v22—"to presentiyoly, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight...

This word—present—refers to a future presentatimmhsas a wedding—the bride being presented to the
groom...
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Here—Christ (the groom)—is the one responsiblertsuee we are presented—His death ensures our
purity...
Eph.5:25-27—"husbands, love your wives, just assthiso loved the church and gave Himself for her,
that He might sanctify and cleanse her with thehivasof water by the word, that He might presenttbe
Himself a glorious church, not having spot or whinkr any such thing, but that she should be hoty a
without blemish..."
Yet—the lesson | am here focusing upon from out-téx not that Christ presents us—but gospel
ministers...
Verses 28-29—"Him we preach, warning every mantaadhing every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Toehi | also labor, striving according to His working
which works in me mightily..."
He labored and worked for a particular and spegjfial—"that we may present every men perfect in
Christ Jesus..."
Yet—he worked conscience that [a] Christ ultimate®eps His people, and [b] Christ was his source of
strength...
Now—while it is true ministers are to be jealoustchanakers—there is a sense which so are parents and
husbands...
Parents—what is your primary responsibility towamur children—match them to Christ—and then
present them to Christ...
Now—remember—Paul labored to present the churchiist—knowing that ultimate Christ presents the
church...
That is—God and God alone has to save our childseri—this does not alleviate our responsibility to
work...
Husbands—what is your primary task with regardgaor wife—labor to present her to holy and pure to
Christ...

. A Fear—v3

V2—"but | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceiiZzve by his craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ..."

Notice two things [1] why he feared, v3—"but | fe&ast somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness..."

This is a reference back to Genesis 3—when Sate@ivdal Eve and turned her aside from devotion to
God...

Thus—what he feared was that Satan—through falseh&zs—would deceive and distract them from
Christ...

2Cor.11:13-14—"for suchre false apostles, deceitful workers, transformingrbelves into apostles of
Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transf® himself into an angel of light..."

Here—we find how the serpent (Satan)—would decéhe Corinthians—through false apostles and
teachers...

The exact identity of these false apostles we ateaid—but—one thing is for certain—they appeared
orthodox...

Paul says—they—"transform themselves into apostiefs Christ"—v15—"into ministers of
righteousness..."

In other words—the errors they introduce will bétser—they wont come teaching open and obvious
heresy...

They will likely come teaching about Jesus, fadhd love—yet—they will put a subtle twist on these
things...

This of course—is the whole purpose of the comparigith Satan and Eve—he deceived her with subtle
error...

Yet—I suggest there is another reason behind thetkgs fear—and that is our remaining weakness and
ignorance...

That is—it wasn't merely the craftiness of Satantibwas also the weakness and vulnerability of the
saints...
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V4—"for if he who comes preaches another Jesus wharhave not preached, dryou receive a
different spirit which you have not received, adiierent gospel which you have not accepted —yaiy
well put up with it..."

That is—if other teachers come teaching anothars])eSpirit, and gospel—you would bear them more
than me...

In other words—he's reminding them how fickle angtic they've become—how easily they change and
err...

Notice [2] what he feared, v3—"I fear, lest somehaw the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so
your minds may be corrupted from the simplicityttisan Christ..."

The GK word rendered "corrupted"—means "to destleggd astray, or seduce"—the latter two here fits
best...

Paul was afraid—that Satan—through the false teaeh&ould lead astray or seduce—their minds or

thinking...

He was afraid—their minds would be—lead astrayeatused—"from...the simplicity that is in Christ [to
Christ]..."

This word translated "simplicity"—literally meansifigleness"—it refers to something that's unmixed o
pure...

For example—what do we mean by the word "simple"t-dmmething not complex—that's single or
unmixed...

Thus—most of the modern translations have rendérédincere"—that is—free from any deceit or
impurity...

2Cor.1:12—"for our boasting is this: the testimafyour conscience that we conducted ourselvesén th
world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not witHeShly wisdom but by the grace of God, and more
abundantly toward you..."

Here—the word translated "simplicity"—refers to gitarity of intent and focus—with an undivided
devotion...

Furthermore—notice—such "simplicity” is related 'tsincerity"—to have a single, sincere, or pure
devotion...

Thus—native to the word—are the concepts of—sincemaere, and single-hearted devotion or
commitment...

NIV—"l am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be
led astray from your sincere and pure devotionhdst.."

Simply put—the word refers to a single-hearted, tech and pure devotion—" to
Christ...

Thus—Paul feared—that the Corinthians would bedadrfrom—a whole-hearted commitment to Jesus
Christ...

Thus—what | want to do in the remainder of our tirie suggest that this simplicity to Christ—entaits
least three things...

Notice [a] devotion to the person of Christ—that-iShristians will be tempted to lose focus of Christ
Himself...

This is rather easy to do—we get busy with all kirdl things—many of them—are of themselves good
things...

Oh Christian—with all of the many things happenarmgund you—never get to busy—that you forget
Christ...

You know—it's actually possible to be in the ministto be busy for Christ—and yet—Ilose sight of
Christ...

Rev.2:2-4—"| know your works, your labor, your mamice, and that you cannot bear those who are evil.
And you have tested those who say they are apastiésare not, and have found them liars; 3 and you
have persevered and have patience, and have lafoorbty name's sake and have not become weary. 4
Nevertheless | havhis against you, that you have left your first love..."

Notice—in spite of all that they did right—the Lohdd this complaint against them—"you have leftryou
first love..."

That is—you have left off loving Me to the degréattyou once did—your initial love for me has grown
cold...

toward" or "for"
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Notice [b] devotion to the doctrine of Christ—thst—Christians will be tempted to slight the oldttrsi of
Scripture...
It is absolutely impossible—to separate Christ fidim word—devotion to Christ and His word—are wed
together...
Jn.14:23—"if anyone loves Me, he will keep My wordthat is—He will keep, obey, and treasure—My
word...
Oh dear brethren—never grow weary of the old patie-eld truths of salvation from sin—by the work
of Christ...
Never grow tired—of Christ and Him crucified—newgow tired of hearing—about the great truths of the
gospel...
Never grow weary about justification of an imputddhteousness—received by nothing—but faith
alone...
There is coming a time—and it was now arrived—wtikese old truths will be either denied—or
ignored...
2Tim.3:13-15—"but evil men and impostors will gravorse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.
But you must continue in the things which you h#arned and been assured of, knowing from whom
you have learnethem, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Htyiptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith whiclni€hrist Jesus..."
Notice [c] devotion to the worship of Christ—that+Christians will be tempted to forgo the simpiaif
NC worship...
Now—this word worship can refer either to servioeGhrist in general—which refers to the totality of
life...
Or else—it can refer in a more narrowed sense toatwfe refer to as—public worship within the
church...
| can put it like this—beware of being distractednfi—singleness of devotion to Christ, His word, and
church...
Acts 2:42—"and they were continually devoting theiwss to the apostles' teaching and to fellowstiaip,
the breaking of bread and to the prayers..."
That is—no sooner were they united to Christ byhfaithey were devoted to His word—and to His
church...
Simply put—we can never sever Christ from His churto love Christ—necessarily entails loving His
church...
And—tragically—the first thing that usually goesiin the church—is what we commonly refers to as—
plain worship...
That is—worship that God commands—worship that Sedird regulates—nothing added or subtracted
from it...
Oh—dear friends—we live in a day—when many havenblead away from—the simplicity of NC
worship...
Yet—Martin—"I am jealous for you with godly jealousthat | may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ..."

lll. A Question

1.

2.

Let me simply close with this question—in light what we have seen—have you or |—strayed from
simplicity to Christ...

Have you or I—become distracted from simplicitynfdeness) of devotion to Christ, His word, and
worship...

Have we allowed bad teaching, our own remainingilignce, and the cares of the world—to lead as
astray...

Let us be recommitted this morning—to the simpjititat is in Christ—Ilet us re-devote ourselves tatv
matters most...

Let us—keep ourselves pure as we await our bel@mdm—Iet us give ourselves solely and totally to
Him...



