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The 1689 Confession of Faith; Chapter 2 – “Of God and the Holy Trinity”,  
Message # 20  – “The Wisdom of God’s Covenant”, Presented in the Adult Sunday 

School Class, by Pastor Paul Rendall on January 15th, 2017. 
 

 
Chapter 2 – Of God and the Holy Trinity, Paragraph 1 -  
The Lord our God is but (a)one only living and true God; whose (b)subsistence is in and of Himself, (c)infinite in being and 
perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but Himself; (d)a most pure spirit, (e) invisible, without body, parts, 
or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; who is (f)immutable, 
(g)immense, (h)eternal, incomprehensible, (i)almighty, every way infinite, (k)most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute; 
(l)working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, (m)for his own glory; most loving, 
gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; (n)the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him, and withal most just (o)and terrible in his judgments, (p)hating all sin, and who will by no means 
clear the (q)guilty.   

 
1.  Wisdom is Essentially in God to do great things according to His Purpose 
 
Daniel 2: 20-23 – “Daniel answered and said: ‘Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for 
wisdom and might are His.”  “And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up 
kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.”  “He reveals deep 
and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him.”  “I thank you and praise 
You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, and have now made known to me what 
we asked of You, for You have made known to us the king’s demand.”   
 
These verses show us that wisdom and power are intrinsically in God; they are essential to Him.  We 
ought to praise God that this is so, for He knows the times and seasons for the fulfillment of all of His 
holy purposes; when to remove kings and when to raise them up.  He also knew when and how He should 
reveal His Personal Wisdom in the sending of His Son into the world to become the Savior and Lord of all 
of His elect people.  His was His wisdom also which devised the plan of redemption; a plan which is too 
great for men to understand unless it is revealed to them.   
 
Stephen Charnock says: Wisdom consists in observing all circumstances for action. He is 
counted a wise man that lays hold of the fittest opportunities to bring his designs about, that hath the 
fullest foresight of all the little intrigues which may happen in a business he is to manage, and times every 
part of his action in an exact harmony with the proper minutes of it. God hath all the circumstances of 
things in one entire image before him; he hath a prospect of every little creek in any design. He sees what 
second causes will act, and when they will act this or that; yea, He determines them to such and such 
acts; so that it is impossible He should be mistaken, or miss of the due season of bringing about His own 
purposes. As He hath more goodness than to deceive any, so He hath more understanding than to be 
mistaken in anything.  Hence the time of the incarnation of our blessed Saviour is called the “fulness of 
time”, the proper season for his coming.  Every circumstance about Christ was timed according to the 
predictions of God ; even so little a thing as not parting His garment, and the giving Him gall and vinegar 
to drink. And all the blessings He showers down upon his people, according to the covenant of grace, are 
said to come “in his due season”. 
 
2.  Wisdom is seen in the Design of the Covenant of Grace 
 
Ezekiel 34: 25, 26 – “I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild beasts to cease from 
the land; and I will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods.”  “I will make them and the 
places all around My hill a blessing; and I will cause showers to come down in their season: there shall be 
showers of blessing.”   
 
John Gill says on Ezekiel 34: 25 – “And I will make with them a covenant of peace,...., Such the 
covenant of grace is, made with Christ from everlasting; in which Jehovah proposed terms of peace, and 
which Christ undertook to answer, and became the peacemaker; and from this article concerning the 
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peace and reconciliation of men the covenant is so called; see Isa_54:10, this the Lord promises to make 
known to his people His flock, to show them their interest in it, and to make it good unto them; for 
otherwise it was made with Christ, and with them in Christ from all eternity.” 
 
Isaiah 54: 8-10 – “With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; but with everlasting 
kindness I will have mercy on you, says the Lord, your Redeemer.”  “For this is like the waters of Noah to 
Me; for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, so have I sworn that I 
would not be angry with you, nor rebuke you.” “For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, 
but My kindness shall not depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed, says the Lord 
who has mercy on you.”   
 
3.  God in His great Wisdom had a plan for the redemption of His elect people.  This plan He 
has had in His mind from all eternity.   
 
Ephesians 1: 7-11 – “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, having made 
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself that 
in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth – in Him.”  “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His 
will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory.” 
 


