
Jewish Wedding Ceremony and The Bride of Christ (Part 4) 

   A key to understanding the steps as a believer   (November 25, 2018) 
 

Summary:    Betrothal/engagement --  At this point, the bride has been searched out, consented to 
follow, paid for, sealed with the covenant cup, been given gifts, cleansing ourselves for the groom, 
been separated from the groom and has been consecrated.  The betrothal has become a binding 
contract of marriage in the Biblical ancient wedding ceremony -- separated by only divorce or death. 

The example becomes the purpose:    Ephesians 5:30-32    For we are members of his body, of 
his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 

Step 9 -- return of the bridegroom “as a thief in the night”: 
The custom of the ancient Jewish Wedding Ceremony: 
● The timing:   Only the father knows -- The father oversees construction of the bridal chamber 

and decides that the timing is right 
● Jewish custom enhanced:    Ester 2:12   Now when every maid’s turn was come to go in to 

king Ahasuerus, after that she had been twelve months, according to the manner of the 
women, (for so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to wit, six months with oil 
of myrrh, and six months with sweet odours, and with other things for the purifying of the 
women;) 

● The bridegroom usually came late at night (near midnight) with shouts, with shofars in a torch 
lit procession with the friends of the groom.  (Important:  The bridegroom only comes near the 
house -- he does not come into the house of the bride) 
● Genesis 24:61    And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and 

followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.  
● Genesis 24:65a    For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the 

field to meet us?  
● Song of Solomon 2:10    My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, 

and come away.  
● Note:  This was an arranged marriage (in the case of Genesis 24 the bride was searched out by 

the servant/Eliezer/Holy Spirit as instructed by the father/Abraham/Father).  For the bride to 
know the bridegroom, she would have to rely on the servant/Eliezer/Holy Spirit to know all 
things about the bridegroom -- This is all true about us -- understanding, reprove, glorification  
● Genesis 24:65b    And the servant had said, It is my master:  

● The bride was to be ready upon hearing the sounds of the coming party and would veil herself 
before coming out in public 
● Genesis 24:65c    therefore she took a vail, and covered herself. 

● The bride was called to come out (the groom did not enter the house of the bride) 
● The wedding party then went to the place prepared for the new couple to begin their new life  

● Genesis 24:67    And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and 
she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.  

The whirlwind -- a description of Jesus in the clouds: 
● Elijah:   2 Kings 2:1   And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a 

whirlwind, . . . . . (Completed in 2 Kings 2:11);  Job:   Job 38.:1   Then the LORD answered Job 
out of the whirlwind;  Ezekiel 1:4   . . . . . a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, . . . 
Psalms 58:9   . . . . . He shall take them away as with a whirlwind, . . . . .;   Jesus:  Acts 1:9 

● A sign/description of the Son/bridegroom to go and come is sometimes “clouds” 
 



The fulfillment: 
● The promise:  John 14:3   And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 

you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
● Jesus teaches the wedding parable -- Wise and Foolish Virgins (Matthew 25:1-10) -- the 

bridegroom comes for the bride that “comes forth to meet the bridegroom” (verse 1): 
● The bridegroom “tarried” while the bride “slumbered and slept” (verse 5) 
● Bridegroom comes at night with loud noise, the bride goes out to meet him:   Matthew 25:6 

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him.  

● The bridegroom comes; the bride is called to the marriage:   Matthew 25:10   And while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut.  
● Revelation 4:1  and Revelation 11:12  “come up hither” is used as a type of calling up of 

John and the two witnesses to meet the Lord in heaven 
● Note: This parable is different than the other end times parables of Matthew 25.   This 

parable there is no judgment and the bridegroom/Lord does not go into the house. 
● Apostle Paul teaches about calling up verses/rapture verses -- a “calling up of the bride”:  

● Revealed by Apostle Paul about a “mystery”:   1 Corinthians 15:12-15   Now if Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  
● We preach it;  if it is not true it is all in vain;  if it in vain, we have no future -- no hope 

● Mystery:   1 Corinthians 15:51-52   Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  
● Apostle Paul is enticing us to look deeper into the prophecy of our future 
● Changed/resurrected;  quickly/twinkling;  at a sound/trump;  immortality/everlasting; 

victory over the sting of death (verse 55)  
● The details match the wedding custom/wedding parable:   1 Thessalonians 4:13-17   But I 

would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.  
● Do not be ignorant of the mystery -- the mystery revealed -- Acts 1:7  we do not need to 

know the “times or “seasons” -- only the father knows -- just know 
● Do not sorrow about those that have “fallen asleep” or alive when as prophesied 
● The promise:  John 14:3   And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 

receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
● Jesus tells how in Matthew 25:6   “at midnight”;  “a cry made”;  “the bridegroom 

cometh”; “ye out to meet him”  
● The bridegroom is coming for all that believe in Jesus Christ -- with a shout/trump -- 

with clouds/whirlwind and people -- we will go out to meet Him (the bridegroom 
does not come into the house/earth) 

And, “shall we ever be with the Lord.” -- the promise fulfilled -- It fits 


