
-Romans 12:3-8



-Do Not Despise the Gifts



-1 Corinthians 12:3-7 (LSB) 3 Therefore I make 

known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 

God says, “Jesus is accursed,” and no one can 

say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the 

same Lord. 6 And there are varieties of workings, 

but the same God who works everything in 

everyone. 7 But to each one is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for what is profitable.



-1 Corinthians 12:24-27 (LSB) 24 ... But God 

has so composed the body, giving more 

abundant honor to that member which lacked, 

25 so that there may be no division in the 

body, but that the members may have the 

same care for one another. 26 And if one 

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; 

if one member is honored, all the members 

rejoice with it. 27 Now you are Christ’s body, 

and individually members of it.



-Ephesians 4:11 (LSB) And He 

Himself gave some as apostles, and 

some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers,



-Ephesians 4:1-3 (LSB) 1 Therefore I, 

the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to 

walk worthy of the calling with which 

you have been called, 2 with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, 

bearing with one another in love, 3 

being diligent to keep the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.



-Ephesians 4:10-13 (LSB) 10 He who descended is 

Himself also He who ascended far above all the 

heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And He 

Himself gave some as apostles, and some as 

prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 

pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up of 

the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity 

of the faith, and of the full knowledge of the Son of 

God, to a mature man, to the measure of the 

stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ,



-1 Peter 4:7-11 (LSB) 7 The end of all things is at hand; 

therefore, be of sound thinking and sober spirit for the 

purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love 

for one another, because LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE 

OF SINS. 9 Be hospitable to one another without 

grumbling. 10 As each one has received a gift, employ it 

in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God-- 11 whoever speaks, as one speaking the 

oracles of God; whoever serves, as one serving by the 

strength which God supplies; so that in all things God 

may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 

the glory and might forever and ever. Amen.



-Service; Teaching; Exhortation; 

Giving; Leading; Mercy; Word of 

Wisdom; Knowledge; Faith; Healing; 

Distinguishing of Spirits; Tongues; 

Interpretation of Tongues; Apostles; 

Prophets/Prophecy; Miracles; Helps; 

Administrations; Evangelists; Pastor-

Teachers



-2 Corinthians 12:11-12 (LSB) 11 I have 

become foolish; you yourselves compelled 

me. For I ought to have been commended 

by you, for in no respect was I inferior to 

the most-eminent apostles, even if I am 

nothing. 12 The signs of a true apostle 

were worked out among you with all 

perseverance, by signs and wonders and 

miracles.



-Acts 1:21-26 (LSB) 21 “Therefore it is necessary that of the 

men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us-- 22 beginning with the 

baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us--

one of these must become a witness with us of His 

resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two men, Joseph called 

Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias. 24 And 

they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all 

men, show which one of these two You have chosen 25 to 

take the place of this ministry and apostleship from which 

Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to 

the eleven apostles.



-The three criteria to be an apostle:

-Taught by the Lord 

-Eyewitness of the resurrected Jesus 

-Chosen by Jesus to be an apostle



-1 Corinthians 11:23 (LSB) For I 

received from the Lord that which I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord 

Jesus in the night in which He was 

being betrayed took bread,



-Acts 9:3-6 (LSB) 3 And as he was traveling, it 

happened that when he was approaching 

Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him; 4 and falling to the 

ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 

Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he 

said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am 

Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but rise up 

and enter the city, and it will be told you what 

you must do.”



-Acts 9:15-16 (LSB) 15 But the Lord 

said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 

instrument of Mine, to bear My name 

before the Gentiles and kings and 

the sons of Israel; 16 for I will show 

him how much he must suffer for My 

name.”



-Paul says of himself in no less than 

nine of his thirteen letters that he is 

a called apostle of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.



-More evolutionist than 

continuationist



-Hebrews 2:1-4 (LSB) 1 For this reason we must 

pay much closer attention to what we have heard, 

lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through 

angels proved unalterable, and every trespass and 

disobedience received a just penalty, 3 how will we 

escape if we neglect so great a salvation? That 

salvation, first spoken by the Lord, was confirmed 

to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with 

them, both by signs and wonders and by various 

miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to 

His own will.



-Prophecy, healings, and tongues



-Prophet/prophecy



-Ephesians 2:19-22 (LSB) 19 So then you are 

no longer strangers and sojourners, but you 

are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of 

God’s household, 20 having been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 

Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in 

whom the whole building, being joined 

together, is growing into a holy sanctuary in 

the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.



-“The Lord told me…”



-Deuteronomy 13:1-5 (LSB) 1 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams 

arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or 

the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let 

us walk after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve 

them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer 

of dreams; for Yahweh your God is testing you to find out if you love 

Yahweh your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 “You shall 

walk after Yahweh your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His 

commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 “But 

that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death because he 

has counseled rebellion against Yahweh your God who brought you from 

the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to drive 

you from the way in which Yahweh your God commanded you to walk. 

So you shall purge the evil from among you.



-“in agreement with/according to the 

faith”



-Jude 1:3 (LSB) Beloved, while I was 

making every effort to write you about 

our common salvation, I felt the 

necessity to write to you exhorting 

that you contend earnestly for the 

faith which was once for all handed 

down to the saints.



-The Bible can never mean today 

what it never meant then, and 

therefore it can never say today 

what it never said then.



-Deuteronomy 18:20-22 (LSB) 20 ‘But the prophet 

who speaks a word presumptuously in My name 

which I have not commanded him to speak, or 

which he speaks in the name of other gods, that 

prophet shall die.’ 21 “Now you may say in your 

heart, ‘How will we know the word which Yahweh 

has not spoken?’ 22 “When a prophet speaks in the 

name of Yahweh, if the thing does not come about 

or come true, that is the thing which Yahweh has 

not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 

presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.



-Acts 21:10-11 (LSB) 10 And as we were 

staying there for some days, a prophet 

named Agabus came down from Judea. 

11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt 

and bound his own feet and hands, and 

said, “This is what the Holy Spirit says: ‘In 

this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind 

the man who owns this belt and deliver 

him into the hands of the Gentiles.’”



-Acts 21:27-28 (LSB) 27 Now when the seven 

days were almost over, the Jews from Asia, 

upon noticing him in the temple, began to 

throw all the crowd into confusion and laid 

hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, 

help! This is the man who teaches to everyone 

everywhere against our people and the Law 

and this place; and besides, he has even 

brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled 

this holy place.”



-Acts 21:30-36 (LSB) 30 Then all the city was stirred, and the people 

rushed together, and taking hold of Paul they dragged him out of the 

temple, and immediately the doors were shut. 31 While they were 

seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman 

cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 At once he took along 

soldiers and centurions and ran down to them; and when they saw the 

commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the 

commander came up and took hold of him, and ordered him to be bound 

with two chains; and he began asking who he was and what he had 

done. 34 But among the crowd some were shouting one thing and some 

another, and when he could not find out the facts because of the uproar, 

he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35 And when he got to 

the stairs, he actually was carried by the soldiers because of the 

violence of the crowd; 36 for the multitude of the people kept following 

them, shouting, “Away with him!”



-Acts 2:23 (LSB) this Man, delivered 

over by the predetermined plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a 

cross by the hands of lawless men 

and put Him to death.



-Acts 2:36 (LSB) “Therefore let all 

the house of Israel know for certain 

that God has made Him both Lord 

and Christ--this Jesus whom you 

crucified.”



-Ephesians 3:4-5 (LSB) 4 About 

which, when you read you can 

understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ, 5 which in other 

generations was not made known to 

the sons of men, as it was now 

revealed to His holy apostles and 

prophets in the Spirit:



-Ephesians 4:7-12 (LSB) 7 But to each one of us grace was 

given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it 

says, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE 

A HOST OF CAPTIVES, And HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” 9 

(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean 

except that He also descended into the lower parts of the 

earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who 

ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all 

things.) 11 And He Himself gave some as apostles, and some 

as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 

and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work 

of service, to the building up of the body of Christ,



-2 Peter 1:16-21 (LSB) 16 For we did not make known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly 

devised myths, but being eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For 

when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an 

utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is 

My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”-- 18 and we 

ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were 

with Him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have as more sure the 

prophetic word, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 

arises in your hearts. 20 Know this first of all, that no prophecy of 

Scripture comes by one’s own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy 

was ever made by the will of man, but men being moved by the 

Holy Spirit spoke from God.
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