
Westminster Larger Catechism

2nd Commandment - How to Worship

Q. 107. Which is the second commandment?

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for
I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and shewing mercy
unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

Q. 108. What are the duties required in the second commandment?

A. The duties required in the second commandment are, the receiving, observing, and
keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship and ordinances as God hath
instituted in his word; particularly prayer and thanksgiving in the name of Christ; the
reading, preaching, and hearing of the word; the administration and receiving of the
sacraments; church government and discipline; the ministry and maintenance thereof;
religious fasting; swearing by the name of God, and vowing unto him: as also the
disapproving, detesting, opposing, all false worship; and, according to each one's place
and calling, removing it, and all monuments of idolatry.

Q. 109. What sins are forbidden in the second commandment?

A. The sins forbidden in the second commandment are, all devising, counseling,
commanding, using, and any wise approving, any religious worship not instituted by God
himself; the making any representation of God, of all or of any of the three persons,
either inwardly in our mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any
creature whatsoever; all worshiping of it, or God in it or by it; the making of any
representation of feigned deities, and all worship of them, or service belonging to them;
all superstitious devices, corrupting the worship of God, adding to it, or taking from it,
whether invented and taken up of ourselves, or received by tradition from others,
though under the title of antiquity, custom, devotion, good intent, or any other pretense
whatsoever; simony; sacrilege; all neglect, contempt, hindering, and opposing the
worship and ordinances which God hath appointed.
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Q. 110. What are the reasons annexed to the second commandment, the more to enforce
it?

A. The reasons annexed to the second commandment, the more to enforce it, contained
in these words, For I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and
shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments; are,
besides God's sovereignty over us, and propriety in us, his fervent zeal for his own
worship, and his revengeful indignation against all false worship, as being a spiritual
whoredom; accounting the breakers of this commandment such as hate him, and
threatening to punish them unto divers generations; and esteeming the observers of it
such as love him and keep his commandments, and promising mercy to them unto many
generations.

---

4th Commandment - When to Worship

Q. 115. Which is the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Q. 116. What is required in the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment requireth of all men the sanctifying or keeping holy to God
such set times as he hath appointed in his word, expressly one whole day in seven; which
was the seventh from the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, and the
first day of the week ever since, and so to continue to the end of the world; which is the
Christian sabbath, and in the New Testament called The Lord's Day.
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Q. 117. How is the sabbath or the Lord's day to be sanctified?

A. The sabbath or Lord's day is to be sanctified by an holy resting all the day, not only
from such works as are at all times sinful, but even from such worldly employments and
recreations as are on other days lawful; and making it our delight to spend the whole
time (except so much of it as is to be taken up in works of necessity and mercy) in the
public and private exercises of God's worship: and, to that end, we are to prepare our
hearts, and with such foresight, diligence, and moderation, to dispose and seasonably
dispatch our worldly business, that we may be the more free and fit for the duties of that
day.

Q. 118. Why is the charge of keeping the sabbath more specially directed to governors of
families, and other superiors?

A. The charge of keeping the sabbath is more specially directed to governors of families,
and other superiors, because they are bound not only to keep it themselves, but to see
that it be observed by all those that are under their charge; and because they are prone
ofttimes to hinder them by employments of their own.

Q. 119. What are the sins forbidden in the fourth commandment?

A. The sins forbidden in the fourth commandment are, all omissions of the duties
required, all careless, negligent, and unprofitable performing of them, and being weary
of them; all profaning the day by idleness, and doing that which is in itself sinful; and by
all needless works, words, and thoughts, about our worldly employments and
recreations.

Q. 120. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment, the more to enforce
it?

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment, the more to enforce it, are taken
from the equity of it, God allowing us six days of seven for our own affairs, and reserving
but one for himself, in these words, Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: from
God's challenging a special propriety in that day, The seventh day is the sabbath of the
LORD thy God: from the example of God, who in six days ... made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: and from that blessing which God
put upon that day, not only in sanctifying it to be a day for his service, but in ordaining it
to be a means of blessing to us in our sanctifying it; Wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it.
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Q. 121. Why is the word Remember set in the beginning of the fourth commandment?

A. The word Remember is set in the beginning of the fourth commandment, partly,
because of the great benefit of remembering it, we being thereby helped in our
preparation to keep it, and, in keeping it, better to keep all the rest of the
commandments, and to continue a thankful remembrance of the two great benefits of
creation and redemption, which contain a short abridgment of religion; and partly,
because we are very ready to forget it, for that there is less light of nature for it, and yet it
restraineth our natural liberty in things at other times lawful; that it cometh but once in
seven days, and many worldly businesses come between, and too often take off our
minds from thinking of it, either to prepare for it, or to sanctify it; and that Satan with his
instruments much labor to blot out the glory, and even the memory of it, to bring in all
irreligion and impiety.

---

Westminster Confession of Faith

CHAPTER 21 - Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day

1. The light of nature showeth that there is a God, who hath lordship and sovereignty
over all, is good, and doth good unto all, and is therefore to be feared, loved, praised,
called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart, and with all the soul, and with all
the might. But the acceptable way of worshiping the true God is instituted by
himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshiped
according to the imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under
any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scripture.

2. Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and to him
alone; not to angels, saints, or any other creature: and, since the fall, not without a
Mediator; nor in the mediation of any other but of Christ alone.

3. Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special part of religious worship, is by God
required of all men: and, that it may be accepted, it is to be made in the name of the Son,
by the help of his Spirit, according to his will, with understanding, reverence, humility,
fervency, faith, love, and perseverance; and, if vocal, in a known tongue.

4. Prayer is to be made for things lawful; and for all sorts of men living, or that shall live
hereafter: but not for the dead, nor for those of whom it may be known that they have
sinned the sin unto death.
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5. The reading of the Scriptures with godly fear, the sound preaching and conscionable
hearing of the Word, in obedience unto God, with understanding, faith, and reverence,
singing of psalms with grace in the heart; as also, the due administration and worthy
receiving of the sacraments instituted by Christ, are all parts of the ordinary religious
worship of God: beside religious oaths, vows, solemn fastings, and thanksgivings upon
special occasions, which are, in their several times and seasons, to be used in an holy and
religious manner.

6. Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious worship, is now, under the gospel,
either tied unto, or made more acceptable by any place in which it is performed, or
towards which it is directed: but God is to be worshiped everywhere, in spirit and truth;
as, in private families daily, and in secret, each one by himself; so, more solemnly in
the public assemblies, which are not carelessly or willfully to be neglected, or forsaken,
when God, by his Word or providence, calleth thereunto.

7. As it is the law of nature, that, in general, a due proportion of time be set apart for the
worship of God; so, in his Word, by a positive, moral, and perpetual commandment
binding all men in all ages, he hath particularly appointed one day in seven, for a
Sabbath, to be kept holy unto him: which, from the beginning of the world to the
resurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week; and, from the resurrection of Christ,
was changed into the first day of the week, which, in Scripture, is called the Lord's day,
and is to be continued to the end of the world, as the Christian Sabbath.

8. This Sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, when men, after a due preparing of their
hearts, and ordering of their common affairs beforehand, do not only observe an holy
rest, all the day, from their own works, words, and thoughts about their worldly
employments and recreations, but also are taken up, the whole time, in the public and
private exercises of his worship, and in the duties of necessity andmercy.

—

Westminster Directory of Public Worship

Of the Sanctification of the Lord’s Day

THE Lord’s day ought to be so remembered before-hand, as that all worldly business of
our ordinary callings may be so ordered, and so timely and seasonably laid aside, as they
may not be impediments to the due sanctifying of the day when it comes.
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The whole day is to be celebrated as holy to the Lord, both in publick and private, as
being the Christian sabbath. To which end, it is requisite, that there be a holy cessation or
resting all that day from all unnecessary labours; and an abstaining, not only from all
sports and pastimes, but also from all worldly words and thoughts.

That the diet on that day be so ordered, as that neither servants be unnecessarily
detained from the publick worship of God, nor any other person hindered from the
sanctifying that day. That there be private preparations of every person and family, by
prayer for themselves, and for God’s assistance of the minister, and for a blessing upon
his ministry; and by such other holy exercises, as may further dispose them to a more
comfortable communion with God in his public ordinances.

That all the people meet so timely for publick worship, that the whole congregation may
be present at the beginning, and with one heart solemnly join together in all parts of the
publick worship, and not depart till after the blessing.

That what time is vacant, between or after the solemn meetings of the congregation in
publick, be spent in reading, meditation, repetition of sermons; especially by calling their
families to an account of what they have heard, and catechising of them, holy
conferences, prayer for a blessing upon the publick ordinances, singing of psalms,
visiting the sick, relieving the poor, and such like duties of piety, charity, and mercy,
accounting the sabbath a delight.
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