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rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

“It seems that Jesus often brings about events in our lives that
will reveal our insufficiency so that we might find Him. For as
long as we pridefully think we can help ourselves (even a little),
He remains hidden.” ii

B. Single-Mindedness of Mission
Romans 8:29-33
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son…
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those
whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is
for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things? 33

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It
is God who justifies.

Matthew 16:26
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world and forfeits his soul?

i K. Scott Oliphint & Sinclair B. Ferguson. If I Should Die
Before I Wake, p. 7
ii John Hendryx. To Cut off the Sinner from All Hope in
Himself
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Sermon Outline
Notes

I. Introduction
“Although ours is supposed to be a very secular society, the vast
majority of people still seem to believe in heaven and also expect
to go there.
Despite heaven’s so-called popularity, it is probably true that
people give less concentrated thought to it than they do to the
location of the annual family vacation. Only when events rudely
awaken us are we pressed into asking more serious questions.” i

Key Idea
We are all reeling from the loss of our dear sister
Marty. Furthermore, the loss of our dear brother
David is still fresh. It is appropriate for us to cry out
to our God and ask, “why O Lord?” Let us search the
Scriptures together for some answers for our grieving
hearts.

II. Why Ask God this Question?
A. Why Shouldn't We Ask This Question?

Job 40:8
Will you even put me in the wrong?
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right?

B. He Is Lord over All
Isaiah 45:7 (Matthew 10:29)
I form light and create darkness,
I make well-being and create calamity,
I am the Lord, who does all these things.

C. The Example in the Scriptures (Ps. 89:46-48;
Habakkuk 1:2)
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III. Why Did Our Loved Ones Die Now?
Hebrews 9:27
…it is appointed for man to die once, and after that
comes judgment…

A. God has many reasons we will never know
B. Trust God's word, not your grieving heart

1 Peter 1:24-25/ Isaiah 40:6-8
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower
of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to
you.

1. We believe it is better for our loved ones
to be with Jesus

Philippians 1:23 (2 Cor. 5:1-5; 1 Thess. 4:16)
… My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that
is far better.

2. We believe this trial is necessary

1 Peter 1:6
In this [salvation] you rejoice, though now for a little
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials…

3. We believe this trial will work out for
our good (Rom. 8:28)

Romans 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.

4. We believe this trial will be used by God
for our instruction (Hebrews 12:5-11)

IV. What Is God Trying to Teach Us?
A. Moving from Principle to Practice

1. Living for eternity
3

1 Peter 1:3-6
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary,
you have been grieved by various trials…

2 Corinthians 4:17-18
17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,
18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Psalm 27:5
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of
trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his
tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.

2. Trust
2 Corinthians 1:9
Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of
death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves
but on God who raises the dead.

3. Faith & Love

1 Peter 1:7-9
…7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that perishes though it is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though
you do not now see him, you believe in him and


