
 

The Most Important Check We Write 

Stewardship by God’s Design 

 

What is the most important check you write?  What draw from your bank account has the most 

impact for the money?  Is it to the grocery store?  Your retirement account?  Is it your house 

payment?  What about your cable bill or cell phone?  Some might say it’s the gas I put in my 

car that gets me to work.  Some might say its money I send to my retirement account that has 

the potential to multiply with time and interest.  What is the most important check I can write 

that can affect in a powerful and eternal way, not only myself but my children and my 

community and even the other nations? 

 

Did you even know that there was such a check to write?  Indeed there is.    

 

And did you know that for many people it is the first check they write, and for many it is the 

first check they choose not to write when times are tough.   

 

You know what check I’m talking about, don’t you?  It’s the tithe check.  Today I’m going to 

teach on the importance of God’s people writing the tithe check.   

 

If today is your first Sunday or the first in a little while, we’ve been learning about 

“Stewardship by God’s Design.”  And here is what we’ve learned so far: 

 

We learned that God provides for His people through a partnership of divine opportunity, 

Personal responsibility and then divine blessing when we are obedient.   That is the income side 

of the balance sheet.   

 

We learned last week about the expense side:  

Slide 1-Our edge; 2 Our tithe; 3 Our living; 4-Our Future 

Our Margin

Our Needs

Tithe

Savings

Our Margin
 

Today I’m going to teach why the Tithe Check is the most important check we write.  Turn in 

your bibles to Leviticus 27:30-33.  This passage is the general instruction about practicing the 

Tithe and gives us our first and most important reason.    



 

Reason #1: When WE tithe WE demonstrate reverence for God. 

 

Lev 27:30–33: Every tenth of the land’s produce, grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, 

belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.  

 

This passage teaches that the tithe “belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  This means it’s 

sacred or consecrated.  It has a special purpose; it is set apart to the Lord.  It is not to be touched 

by me for my own purposes.  Notice also that there were measures in place to make sure that I 

did not compromise this.   

 

If a man decides to redeem any part of this tenth, he must add one-fifth to its value. Every tenth 

animal from the herd or flock, which passes under the shepherd’s rod, will be holy to the 

LORD. He is not to inspect whether it is good or bad, and he is not to make a substitution for it. 

But if he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute will be holy; they cannot 

be redeemed. 

 

The practice of redemption helped assure that when somebody exchanged their harvest produce 

for money that they didn’t touch what was God’s.  Why was this a big deal?  Because it was 

holy to the Lord.  When I tithe I demonstrate reverence for God.  

 

Turn to Deut 14:22.  In Numbers and Deuteronomy there are specific passages that describe 

how this is to be executed.  Where it is to be brought, when, how it is to be distributed, and for 

whom.  For example: 

 

Deut 14:22–27 “Each year you are to set aside a tenth of all the produce grown in your fields. 

You are to eat a tenth of your grain, new wine, and oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, 

in the presence of Yahweh your God at the place where He chooses to have His name dwell, so 

that you will always learn to fear the LORD your God. … 

 

The “you” here is all Israel shall eat.  Not that in one day you have to eat up 10% of a harvest. 

Notice what is said next.   

   

…But if the distance is too great for you to carry it, since the place where Yahweh your God 

chooses to put His name is too far away from you and since the LORD your God has blessed 

you, then exchange it for money, take the money in your hand, and go to the place the LORD 

your God chooses. You may spend the money on anything you want: cattle, sheep, wine, beer, 

or anything you desire. You are to feast there in the presence of the LORD. 

 

One of the purposes of the harvest festival was to reinforce the fear of the Lord.  The 

recognition and remembrance of what God had done for them, the way He had given them the 

land, driven out the inhabitants, etc.  But the ultimate aim was to systematically teach the fear of 

the Lord.  When I tithe I demonstrate reverence for God.   

 



That’s the vertical purpose.  First and foremost the tithe check is the most important check we 

write because it is a matter of WORSHIP!  But there is a horizontal purpose. 

 

Reason #2: When WE tithe WE shoulder our part in God’s kingdom community.   

 

Turn in your bibles to Numbers 18.  Part of what the tithe did practically, was fund the ministry 

of the Levites and priests.  The ministry of the priests involved at least two things: The ministry 

of the tent of meeting, later the temple, and they also managed the distribution of resources to 

alleviate extreme poverty.   

 

Numbers 18:20–24, The LORD told Aaron, “You will not have an inheritance in their land; 

there will be no portion among them for you. I am your portion and your inheritance among the 

Israelites. (21) “Look, I have given the Levites every tenth in Israel as an inheritance in return 

for the work they do, the work of the tent of meeting. … (23b)The Levites will not receive an 

inheritance among the Israelites; this is a perpetual statute throughout your generations. (24)For 

I have given them the tenth that the Israelites present to the LORD as a contribution for their 

inheritance. That is why I told them that they would not receive an inheritance among the 

Israelites.” 

 

And then notice what’s next.  This is cool.  Have you ever heard of the “tithe of the tithe”?  

 

Deut:18:25-29  The Lord instructed Moses, 26 “Speak to the Levites and tell them: When you 

receive from the Israelites the tenth that I have given you as your inheritance, you must present 

part of it as an offering to the Lord—a tenth of the tenth. 27 Your offering will be credited to 

you as if it were your grain from the threshing floor or the full harvest from the winepress. 

28 You are to present an offering to the Lord from every tenth you receive from the Israelites. 

Give some of it to Aaron the priest as an offering to the Lord. 29 You must present the entire 

offering due the Lord from all your gifts. The best part of the tenth is to be consecrated. 

 

(Now there was more instruction and detail about this to explain but I think I’ve given 

enough for the principle to be clear.)   

And beyond the ministry of the tabernacle, and eventually the temple, was distribution 

for the poor. Every third year and sixth year according to Deut 26 in the 7 year cycle they 

were to store it in their own towns.  This was called the charity tithe or the year of the 

tithe.  And this resourced the Levites that lived among them as well as the alien, 

fatherless and widows of their community.  Presumably this would last up to three years 

until the next year of the tithe. 

 

The bottom line is this:  The tithe funded both the ministry to the Lord at temple by the priests 

and the Levitical priesthood themselves.  In addition, it provided a safety net ministry to the 

destitute (those among them who had no sufficient way for living.) 

 

In this way they all shouldered together the work of the Lord. 

 



And as the Lord blessed the land and His people, so everyone’s portion would be greater.  If the 

Israelites had a bumper crop, then the Levites benefited and the priests benefited.  If the year 

was bad, it was bad for all.   

 

And when we are faithful to write our tithe check we not only demonstrate reverence for God, 

we shoulder our part in the kingdom work God is doing through the church for today.  Which is 

largely the Great Commission in our local ministry, our regional ministry and around the world.   

 

This is the horizontal functional purpose of the tithe today.  And it’s another reason it’s the most 

important, impactful check we write. 

 

Reason #3: When WE Tithe WE become a channel of blessing that glorifies God. 

 

Several centuries after the Israelites entered the Promised Land, there was a time when they 

were confronted for having quit practicing the tithe.  The prophet Malachi addresses this in  

Mal 3. 

 

Malachi 3:7-12   

 

“Since the days of your fathers, you have turned from My statutes; you have not kept them. 

Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Hosts.  But you ask: “How can we 

return?” 

 
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me!” You ask: “How do we rob You?” “By not 

making the payments of the tenth and the contributions. 9 You are suffering under a curse, yet 

you—the whole nation—are still robbing Me. 10 Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that 

there may be food in My house. Test Me in this way,” says the LORD of Hosts. “See if I will not 

open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure. 11 I will rebuke 

the devourer[a] for you, so that it will not ruin the produce of your land and your vine in your 

field will not fail to produce fruit,” says the LORD of Hosts. 12 “Then all the nations will 

consider you fortunate, for you will be a delightful land,” says the LORD of Hosts. 

 

For now I want to focus just on verse 12.  Look at that little phrase “all the nations.”  What is 

that about?   

 

What did tithing or not tithing have to do with all the nations?  To answer that we have to go 

back to Gen 12.  Why did God choose to make from Abraham a people and a nation that would 

be His very own people? 

 

Was it so the other nations could be jealous and so the chosen nation could stick out their 

tongue and say “Nanny nanny boo boo! We’re God’s people and you’re all scumbags!” ???   

 

Why did God take Abraham from the land of Ur and bring him among the land we now know 

as Israel? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203&version=HCSB#fen-HCSB-23132a


 

Some of you know this.  Some of you do not.  The Land of Israel was first of all a really, really 

fertile land.  Not the Judean wilderness, but the Jordan Valley - the coastal plains the huge 

valley of Jezreel.  But there was more to it than that.  That land is situated between the 

Mediterranean seaboard and the dessert to the east.  And major nations conducted their trade 

and commerce through Israel.  And that added to Israel’s prosperity, but that still was not the 

reason.   

 

The reason was to expose other nations to God’s blessed people.  They would see how blessed 

they were.  They would witness firsthand as well as through word of mouth how this very 

special country operated and God took care of them.  How they cared for one another and even 

the sojourners who were to be treated with great generosity and hospitality.  The faithful 

practice of the tithe (and also the edge) by the whole nation elevated them to a very advanced 

people materially, socially, and spiritually.   

 

They were God’s witness to the nations.  God promised Abraham that He would bless Abraham 

and make him a blessing.  And that through his descendants all the nations of the world would 

be blessed.  This was to be fulfilled only in part during those early years of occupying the 

Promised Land, but ultimately it is fulfilled by those who join the family of Abraham by faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

 

When God’s people followed God’s laws, not just those regarding tithing, God blessed them 

and other nations took notice.  Today when God’s people faithfully operate and live by His 

statutes and principles we demonstrate reverence for God above material things; we shoulder 

together the work of the ministry and world sees that the church really impacts the community.  

They know that we are a blessing to the community and that we are serious about God’s work. 

 

Communities take notice when a local congregation is active, involved in the community in 

positive ways - making a difference and taking mission trips and building buildings and doing 

whatever it takes.  They know how hard it is to fund these things and they marvel when a 

church has the blessing of God on it.     

 

And churches whose members write the tithe check faithfully are a part of God’s stream of 

blessing today just like Malachi promised.  Nothing has changed about these things.  Perhaps 

the culture and the type of economy and the focus of the church vs. Judaism centuries ago have 

changed.  But the spiritual principles have not changed. 

 

Conclusion: We are still to be God’s channel of blessing.  We are still to revere the Lord 

recognizing that all we have has to come to us from His hand.  Rom 11:35-36 there is a 

doxology where Paul says, “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For 

from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

We are still, to each one, shoulder together the work of God’s ministry through the church.  The 

bible teaches us that it is through the ministry of the church that the manifold wisdom of God is 



revealed to the Gentiles.  It is to His church that He has entrusted the Gospel of the kingdom 

and the message of salvation.  It is the church which will be gathered for all eternity into the 

new heaven and the new earth for ever and ever. 

 

What check could be more important to write than our tithe check?  I’m convinced by scripture 

it’s the most important check Angi and I write, and it’s the most important check that you could 

write.   

 

So today and next week or next month- however you get paid, rejoice when you write that 

check.  Revere and celebrate God, celebrate being a part of God’s people and God’s work.  It is 

an awesome, awesome part of Stewardship by God’s Design.   

 


