
“The Mighty Word” 

Acts 19:8-20 

(Preached at Trinity, September 26, 2007) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. In Chapter 18 we read that Paul arrived at Corinth. This was around A.D. 50 during his 

second missionary journey. He remained there for about 18 months preaching the Gospel 

and building the church of Christ.  

2. As we entered into Chapter 19 we find that Paul has left Apollos to minister at Corinth 

while he went to preach the Word at Ephesus. The work began quickly. He immediately 

found 12 disciples who only knew the baptism of John, a baptism of repentance looking 

forward to the atonement of Christ. Christian baptism looks back to the accomplished 

work of Christ.  

 Paul brought them the Gospel of Christ and they believed and were baptized and were 

filled with the Holy Spirit. 

3. After this Paul continued preaching the Word. Verse 20 tells us three things about this 

Word. It is Mighty. It is growing and expanding. It is prevailing. 

Acts 19:20 – “So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.” 
4. Tonight I simply want to expand on these three characteristics of the Word of God. 

 

I. It is Mighty 

 A. This word is from the Greek word kra,toj  
  1. It refers to power, dominion, might, sovereignty 

  2. It often speaks of the almighty power of God 

Colossians 1:10-11 – “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God;  11 Strengthened with all might, according to his 
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;” 
1 Timothy 6:16 – “Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor 
can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting.” 
1 Peter 5:11 – “To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

3. I might note that although the KJV text says “Word of God,” the word is 

actually ku,rioj which is “Lord.” Jesus is God. These are His words. 

   And He is all powerful. 

 B. His word goes forth with power 

  1. It doesn’t rest in the ability or eloquence of the speaker 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 – “And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power:  5 That your faith should not stand in the 
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 
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2. God sovereignly, powerfully, and effectually speaks His Word to the 

hearts of His people 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 – “For this cause also thank we God without 
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that 
believe.” 
James 1:18 – “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

C. The Word of God has the power to cut through the heart of the most hardened 

sinner - God can save even the worse skeptic and scoffer 

Hebrews 4:12 – "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart." 
1. We find it illustrated in this passage 

a. In Verses 8-9 we find Paul preached in the synagogue for three 

months with little success. 

b. But in Verse 18 we find “many believed.” God is able to save His 

own. 

2. God makes the preaching of the Word effectual 

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 – “For our gospel came not unto you in 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you 
for your sake. And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost:” 

  3. God applies and impresses His Word upon the heart of the sinner 

James 1:21 – “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls.” 
a. The word "engrafted" means to implant.  God has implanted His 

Word upon our hearts.   

b. The Holy Spirit takes the Word and illuminates our minds enabling 

us to perceive and comprehend the spiritual truths of the Word of 

God 

4. The greatest power in all the universe accompanies God’s Word 

effectually as the Holy Spirit opens the dead hearts of sinners and applies 

to them the atoning sacrifice of Christ enabling them to receive the good 

news of the Gospel 

 

II. It is Growing and Expanding 

A. The word for “grew” is auvxa,nw which refers to growth as a plant increases in 

size  

 1. Jesus used the same word to describe the growth of His kingdom 

Matthew 13:32 – “Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when 
it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.” 
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2. By saying that the Word grew Paul is making a statement that it will have 

the unhindered effect of saving souls and the Kingdom will increase. 

Revelation 20:2 – “And he laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years,” 

 Luke 10:17-18 – “And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.  18 And 
he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” 

3. Notice in Verse 10 that the in the space of two years the entire region had 

heard the Word 

 Acts 19:10 – “And this continued by the space of two years; so that 
all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks.” 
a. We have to assume that Paul trained students who then traveled 

about spreading the Word. 

b. This is the way the Word grows.  Someone told you and now you 

are telling others. 

 B. God’s Word will not be hindered 

  1. It is going forth into the world with life-changing power 

2. Paul was marching through the known world of his day planting the 

banner of the cross declaring the sovereign dominion of Christ. He spent a 

year and a half in Corinth where the Word of God expanded. He came to 

Ephesus and we see the Word of God expanding. 

  3. God’s Word will never fail—It cannot fail.   

1 Peter 1:24-25 – “For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man 
as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is 
the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” 

 C. Jesus taught continually about the expanding nature of the Kingdom 

  1. He compared it to a small seed that grows into a tree 

Matthew 13:31-32 – “Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field:  32 Which indeed is the 
least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
lodge in the branches thereof.” 

2. He compared it to leaven that quickly expands 

 Matthew 13:33 – “Another parable spake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.” 

3. Jesus taught that before He returns the Gospel will have been preached 

across the entire earth. 

 Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.” 

4. God’s Word will continue to grow mightily 
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III. It is Prevailing 

 A. The word here is ivscu,w and is similar to the other words we’ve looked at tonight 

1. It can mean strength or power, or force. But Luke is using it here to refer 

to something that will triumph or win a victory 

2. This is the nature of the Word of God – It will prevail 

 B. There is much in these verses that might have caused discouragement 

1. In Verse 9 we read, “divers were hardened, and believed not, but 
spake evil of that way before the multitude,” 

 But this couldn’t keep the gospel from prevailing 
2. In Verses 11-12 we read of miracles that occurred from the ministry of 

this Apostle.  

a. Remember, these were consistent with the Apostolic office 

2 Corinthians 12:12 – “Truly the signs of an apostle were 
wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, 
and mighty deeds.” 
Acts 2:43 – “And fear came upon every soul: and many 
wonders and signs were done by the apostles.” 

b. Almost immediately, however, some began to counterfeit the 

miracles – See Verses 13-16 

c. Some today try to insist that the apostolic miracles continue today 

and they set out to counterfeit them.  

 But this couldn’t keep the gospel from prevailing 

   d. See Verses 17-18 

  e. Read the fruit of this church from the words of Christ 

Revelation 2:2-3 – “I know thy works, and thy labour, and 
thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are 
evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, 
and are not, and hast found them liars:  3 And hast borne, 
and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, 
and hast not fainted.” 

C. The Word of God always prevails, is always victorious – It will always 

accomplish the will of God. 

1. Some will believe when they hear the Word of God and others will deny it 

but God’s Word is accomplished either way. 

 Isaiah 55:10-11 – “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater:  11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.” 

2. Do you think God’s Word only accomplishes His will and purpose when a 

person believes and receives it? God’s Word prevails either way! 
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3. Listen to the words of Paul 

 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 
his knowledge by us in every place.  15 For we are unto God a 
sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that 
perish:  16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to 
the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these 
things?” 

4. God’s Word is prevailing 

 D. God’s Word will not be hindered from God’s divine purpose 

  1. God can save even the worse skeptic and scoffer 

  2. God will save each and every one of His own 

2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”  

 
Conclusion: 
1. Notice how the Word of God was powerful and prevailing in the lives of those who 

believed.  

 Verse 18 – They came repenting and confessing their former sinful practices.  

 Verse 19 – They were willing to part with all that was displeasing to God. 

2. The Word of God is powerful. God uses it to transform lives. 

 Have you seen evidence of this in your own life? 

3. What part are you taking in the wonderful powerful and prevailing work of the Gospel? 

God will not be hindered by your unfaithfulness, but you will miss out on the blessing. 

John 17:17 – “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 
 
Psalm 119:11 – “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


