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Tonight, I want to invite you to open your Bibles to the book of 1 Timothy 2, and before I
pray and we get into the message tonight, I've been doing this long enough to realize I'm 
about to get myself in trouble, and what that simply means is this: tonight is one of those 
messages from God's word that no matter how you express it, no matter how you say it, 
no matter what words or vocabulary you use, it ends up being one that everybody seems a
little upset at the end. There are some of you that will be upset because I even dare breach
the subject in a context such as this, and there will be some of you saying you did not go 
far enough with the subject. That being said, I realize the position that I am and we're 
going to go for it anyway.

Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, tonight you make it very clear in the book of James 1 that if we desire 
wisdom and ask of it, you will give it unbounding. God, that is our very simple prayer 
tonight. Lord, give us the ability to know what to do with the information that we have. 
God, we are so enamored with information; there is so much that we have access to. 
Lord, we have been bombarded with so much stuff but, God, give us the wisdom as your 
children, as your sons and as your daughters, Lord, to know what to do with what we've 
got. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Obviously the title of tonight is enough to satisfy that warning I gave you. "How Then 
Shall We Vote?" Now again, that is actually a spinoff of a very famous statement that 
was made some 50 years ago by Christian thinker and apologist Francis Schaeffer 
coming out of what we know as the tumultuous '60s and culturally kind of that hippie 
movement. He began to question how do we as believers in Jesus Christ, how do we live 
in a culture that is now counter-Christian, how do we live in a culture now that is no 
longer majority Christian, how now shall we live? So tonight I thought as we approach 1 
Timothy 2, I would kind of put a spin on that famous statement that he made, how now 
shall we vote?

In 1 Timothy 2 beginning in verse 1, it says, 

1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are 
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in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time. 

Now we read those six verses from 1 Timothy 2 and you may question what does that 
have to do with voting, and you're absolutely right. You say, "Why?" Because you do 
realize in the first century for the early Christians they found themselves in an absolute 
totalitarian environment where their leaders were not chosen by a majority and/or a 
subset of the group's participation. In fact, they lived in a culture where those who led 
them actually believed that they were God's placed on the earth. And the reason that is 
important because tonight when we talk about as a believer in Jesus Christ the privilege 
of doing what we will do this week in our country and in our culture, I think we need to 
realize it is a very distinct privilege.

Now that is a word that gets thrown around usually negatively in our culture today, but I 
want to read for you the definition of what it means to have privilege. It means a right or 
a benefit enjoyed by a particular group or group of people beyond the advantages of 
most. Now the reason that definition is very important tonight is that if you look at the 
global population, some 8 billion of us, the majority of humanity do not get the privilege 
of deciding who leads them. The majority of humanity do not have the opportunity on a 
regular or semi-regular calendar year to go in and say, "This is who I would rather make 
decisions on behalf of, or I would like them to represent me." Now let's pull that back 
even more at home. If you were to go and look at the Christian population in the world, it
is a distinct privilege that one who calls themselves a believer in Jesus Christ even has the
opportunity to do what most of us take for granted this Tuesday.

So when we talk about voting, please understand that this really isn't a global phenomena,
this is a very privileged opportunity that you and I possess. We happen to live in a place 
where we have the opportunity, we have the privilege to look at list of names or 
representatives from respective parties, and in the anonymity of the voter's booth render a
decision that ultimately is between us and God. It's a privilege that we have so how do we
enact this privilege? How do we live this out? There are three things that I want to share 
with you tonight. The first one is this: the priority of our "voting." Notice what it says in 
verse 1, "I exhort therefore, that, first of all you should decide which political party most 
aligns with your belief system." Just making sure you're reading the actual biblical text. 
What does it say? First of all, supplications, prayers, intercession, and the giving of 
thanks. In this passage that deals with how we respond to those who are in respective 
leadership positions, the priority is actually put on praying above anything else.

Now I want to look at this from a qualitative perspective and then a quantitative 
perspective. Qualitative: what type of prayers does it have us to pray? Now interesting, 
there is a type of prayer that is not mentioned in this passage. I don't know if any of you 
have ever heard of  an imprecatory prayers. You say, "A what?" An imprecatory prayer is
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where you actually pray damnation and destruction on those you don't like. Do you notice
that word is not here? In fact, the first word is supplication. What is supplication? 
Supplication is asking God for something that is needed but not possessed. So when we 
pray for those that are in authority, we need to go and do supplication. We need to pray 
that they have wisdom. We need to pray that they have insight. We need to pray they 
have discernment. In some cases we need to pray that they have holiness and 
righteousness and a fear of God. That's what it means, to pray supplications is to pray for 
somebody something they do not currently possess.

Obviously, the second one is a very generic just prayers. You know, this may sound 
somewhat odd to you but I've had the privilege in days past of walking through the 
business days of Congress and praying with congressmen and congresswomen from both 
sides of the respective aisle. You know, it's interesting when you pull them in their 
respective offices and you ask them, "What can I pray for you for?" You know, you 
might be surprised those men and women have the same problems you do. They have 
marriages and they have children and they have issues of life that are struggles and 
strains and keep them up at night. I think sometimes we forget that those that are in 
authority basically have the same type of life that you and I do. They have children to 
raise. They have family members who get sick. They have all types of same scenarios.

Then there's intercessions. What is an intercession? Intercession is where you stand in the
gap on behalf of somebody else. You intercede for them. This isn't asking for the wisdom
and the righteousness they need, this is you standing in the gap and basically saying, 
"God, they're in a predicament, they're in a place that is not favorable to you so, therefore,
I'm interceding that things will change, will altar or be maneuvered so that you get the 
honor that you rightfully deserve."

Then there's thanks. Now it seems somewhat odd to give thanks on behalf of those who 
oftentimes serve in the positions that are listed in this chapter, but one of the things that it
says is those that are in leadership we should thank God for them. Now I want to put a 
little bit of a spin on this, no political pun intended, but have you ever questioned why 
should I thank God for ungodly leaders? Why should I thank God for unrighteousness? 
Why should I thank God that there are men and women oftentimes serving on behalf of 
us who absolutely are detestable in comparison to the things of God? Because one of the 
things that I've discovered is that oftentimes, and you see this verified in the Old 
Testament, is oftentimes God allows leaders who are in that descriptive to be put in 
positions so that the people of God can see their own spiritual deficiencies, so we can see 
how deplorable things have become, we can see how unrighteous things have become 
and it should cause us, "Thank you, God, that you've given us a wake-up call. Thank you,
God, that you've called us to our knees. Thank you, God, that we are in such a position 
that now we need you more than we've needed you in days past."

Here's the problem of this verse: the quantity, that last statement, being made for all men. 
Now I know the New Testament was originally given to us in Greek and some of you 
have heard this before but do you know what the Greek word "all" means? It means all. It
means without exception. In other words, our priority is not just to pray for those who 
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we're glad got elected, our priority is not just to pray for those who agree with us, our 
priority is not just to pray for those who we're thankful and grateful because they 
represent our values and our philosophies and our convictions, it basically says that we're 
to pray for all of them even in spite of them.

It goes on in verse 2 to say, "For kings, and for all that are in authority." That means that 
you and I when we discuss this topic that can become so controversial so quickly in our 
culture, that our number 1 priority should not be to state whether we agree and/or 
disagree with a respective individual and/or entity, but our number 1 priority should be 
whoever it is that happens to be in that position that we pray for them supplications, 
prayers, intercessions and thanks even if we do not agree with a single thing that they 
advocate or promote. You do realize that when the Lord gave these words to the Apostle 
Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit some 2,000 years ago, it is hardly evident 
that any godliness, any righteousness or any holiness could be found within the formal 
governing structure of the world the Apostle Paul lived in each and every day. So even 
the Apostle Paul said the priority should be to pray for them that they will turn to  the 
Lord, or if they are of the Lord that they will live it in a proper manner.

The second thing is our participation. This is where it gets to this Tuesday. The question 
is always asked of me and it happens usually biannually but regularly throughout my life,
the question is as a pastor people ask me all the time, "How should I vote? Should I vote 
in this manner, in that manner, this person, that person?" All these respective 
conversations, and so allow me to give you not Jeff's guide, allow me to give you the 
biblical guide for how you're to vote. Now this isn't just this Tuesday, this is every time 
you have the opportunity. I want you to hear the standard that God has given us. He says, 
"For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty." 

Now let me peel those layers from a qualitative and from a quantitative perspective. Let's 
look at it qualitative. What is it that we should be interested in when we vote for a 
respective candidate or a respective positions, whatever it may be? That when we see 
those respective individuals that happen to be on a ballot that we are privileged to vote 
upon, that our desire or our question should be this: which one of these will most allow 
me as a believer to live a quiet and peaceable life? Which one of these individuals, shall 
we say, is most advantageous to allow believers in Jesus Christ to live the life the Bible 
calls them to live and for us just to live our life for Jesus without any "push-back or 
adversary"?

Now you do realize that what I've just shared with you, you will not find in any 
commercial being broadcast for any candidate between now and Tuesday. You don't see 
anybody run on the position that, "Vote for me because I'll let you live a quiet and 
peaceable life as a believer in Jesus Christ." So again, it goes back that you and I have 
this opportunity, we have this privilege, and I think so many times we get caught up so 
much in what side of the aisle and this position and that position, when really what the 
Bible says what we should really desire is that those who lead us, those who serve us, 
would just let us be the Christians that God has called us to be. Just let us be. You see, 
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when you use that metric, you don't go in with the emphasis of this party versus that 
party, or this issue versus that issue. What you go into the privilege of voting is, "Okay, 
which one of these do I believe, and I've prayed through, by the way, will allow myself, 
my church body, and the Christian community to live the life that God has called us to 
live?"

Now in recent days, there has been a movement among Christians that I believe is not 
only very genuine but I think it's very passionate. This movement is against, and I'm just 
going to use secular terminology, against voting for "the lesser of the two evils." And 
there are those who say, "You know, when given the choice between evil and more evil, a
Christian should say I'm out," right? Allow me to use a biblical example and then allow 
me to use a very hopefully humorous secular example. In the book of Daniel, there are 
two leaders that intersect themselves in Daniel's life. One of them is named 
Nebuchadnezzar, the other one is named Darius, okay? Nebuchadnezzar shows up at the 
beginning, Darius shows up at the end. You say, "Why is this significant to what's about 
to happen on Tuesday?" Because remember how Nebuchadnezzar led. Nebuchadnezzar 
built a statue of himself and basically said, "I am god. When the music starts, fall down, 
worship me." Darius, on the other hand, was much different. Darius said, "Do you know 
what, Daniel? You're good for the community, you're good for what's happening and I 
want to allow you, I'm not going to throw you in the fiery furnace. In fact, I'm going to 
allow you to have some influence even within the kingdom." Do you see how 
diametrically different Nebuchadnezzar and Darius are? Can I share with you the 
commonality? Both of them sent believers to their death. One of them just did it in a fiery
furnace, the other one did it in the lions' den in the middle of the night. So the reason I 
use that illustration is this: oftentimes when we have the privilege of doing what we're 
going to do on Tuesday, we have a choice, do we want to go out with Nebuchadnezzar or 
with Darius? Do we want to go in a ball of fire or in a lions' den? Again, Nebuchadnezzar
started the music, bow down or die, Darius allowed it to be a progressive death. It is a 
choice. It is a decision the world would see the lesser of two evils.

Allow me to use another example that I've heard recently. Imagine that you are hungry, 
it's lunchtime, or in our case tonight it's suppertime, and you are craving a barbecue 
sandwich. Now I know we're here in the Southeast and we do pork barbecue, where I'm 
from we do beef barbecue, nonetheless, you want barbecue, all right? You want a good 
old fashioned barbecue sandwich and you go to the sandwich shop, you go to look at the 
menu and you ask the person behind the counter, you say, "I would like to order a 
barbecue sandwich." They say, "We're sorry, we don't serve barbecue sandwiches here, 
we only serve baloney sandwiches and pimento cheese sandwiches. Which one do you 
want?" You say, "You know what, if that's my choices, I'm not eating at all." Do you see 
the analogy there, because oftentimes when you and I go into the voter's booth, there's 
nothing we like. I don't like baloney and I don't like pimento cheese, and if I had my 
choice there would be barbecue on the ballot. But there's not, so what do I do? I have to 
look at those respective names and say, "Okay, is baloney or pimento cheese going to 
allow me most likely to live the godly life that God has called me to live?" You say, 
"Well, I don't like either one." It doesn't matter, barbecue is not on the menu. More often 
than not, when you go into the voter's booth righteousness, holiness and godliness is not 
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on the menu. So the question is: which one do you believe prayerfully will allow you to 
live the Christian life God has called you to live?

Which leads to the quantity. You notice on the quantity it's just there's nothing there. You
say, "What do you mean?" I want you to read through these six verses, you find 
anywhere other than a quiet and peaceable life where God encouraged us to desire 
anything that is beneficial to ourselves. You see, more often than not we are more 
worldly and secular than we would ever give ourselves credit for when it comes today 
like this Tuesday because a lot of times we go in not saying, "God, I want to live a godly 
life," we go in saying, "God, I really could use an increase in my benefits. I really could 
use this. I really could use that."

Some years ago while living in another state, I had the following dialog take place. It is 
an absolute true, real, verifiable story that so illustrates this point. It was a gubernatorial 
race that was happening in the respective state, and every now and then you'd get one of 
those political races that we have the privilege of voting on where you have somebody 
who claims to be a believer in Jesus Christ whether they live it our well or not is 
irrespective of this conversation, and then you have somebody who just despises 
everything that's of God. I mean, we're talking bipolar candidates when it comes to their 
faith system. It does happen and it was in such a case.

I found myself as a guest preacher at a church, and there was kind of that small talk that 
was happening one Sunday evening after the service much like we'll do in just a few 
moments, and people had made their way to the foyer, to the parking lots and such, and 
because we were right around the corner for one of those privileged days of voting, the 
conversation naturally arose to a discussion between these two personalities and their 
respective differences. And it was what you would have expected, the overwhelming 
majority, in fact, everybody but one person was basically just talking about the testimony 
of this one person, the animosity of the other one toward Christians, kind of just falling 
right in line with this. Except this one sweet little middle-aged woman. She kind of 
waited and she could have all that she could have and she spoke up and she said, "Well, 
y'all can do what you want to do but I'm gonna vote for the other guy." They were 
shocked. They looked at her. They had known her for years. They said, "We don't 
understand, he's openly said he doesn't like anything about Christianity, about faith. He's 
against everything you believe. Why? I mean, just why would you do such?" And I'll 
never forget what she said. She said, "I'm gonna tell you why I'm voting for him. I'm a 
schoolteacher. We haven't had a raise in 10 years. He's promising a raise. I don't care 
what he believes, I need a raise." You do realize that's not how a Christian votes. A 
Christian doesn't vote with their pocketbook. A Christian votes with their beliefs and 
their convictions and who will allow them to live their life of Christianity to its fullest.

Now I know you're expecting me to say what I'm about to say because it's absolutely true.
That promise was made, do you think it was ever fulfilled? No. When's the last time 
those political promises have actually come to fruition? You know, it's amazing how 
disappointed all sides are at the issues they thought were so important that never really 
got addressed by the people they were willing to attempt to select.
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And finally, there's the perspective in verses 4 through 6. Hopefully this will bring what 
happens on Tuesday into perspective. Listen to what it says beginning in verse 3, "For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time." I'm going to give you some perspective tonight in light of 
the privilege that we have this Tuesday. I know you're aware of this because I'm 
"preaching to the proverbial choir," but you and I live in an incredibly lost world. We live
in a world where no matter how much we perfume it, no matter how much we dress it up,
lost is lost. We have a million shades of lostness in our world. Qualitatively what does 
God say? He desires that all men be saved. His desire is that the lost world understands 
their lost condition and understands that Jesus Christ is that mediator, that Jesus Christ 
has satisfied the punishment for their sins, they don't have to blow open the doors to hell, 
they can actually go to heaven one day.

Why is this important to tonight's conversation? Obviously, hopefully you would agree 
with that but let me tie it into Tuesday. If you and I desire people to lead us that would 
most allow us to live our faith, then what that means is they won't mind if we tell people 
about Jesus, they won't mind if we communicate his name, they won't mind if we pass 
out Bibles, they won't mind if we pass out tracts, they won't mind because they'll say, 
"That's just those Christians. Let them be. They're living a quiet, peaceable, godly life." 
In other words, what we know as evangelism is really on the ballot.

Now you can share the gospel in a completely locked-down, non-democratic state. It 
happens all over the world every single day. Here's the unfortunate part: most Christians 
go into the voter's booth thinking about their pocketbook or their authority or their power,
their access or limitedness. How often do we go into cast a vote thinking, "I wonder 
which one of these will most likely allow us to continue to share the gospel the way that 
we are?" What a privilege that you and I have.

Then there's the quantity. Notice it says, "there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for all." I want to 
remind you of something that hopefully you need no reminding of: this Tuesday or any 
second Tuesday in November when we have the privilege of voting, there is not a single 
man or woman, there is not a single candidate, there is not a single party that can save 
your soul. There is not a single candidate that has the ability to make you right with God. 
There is not a single candidate that one day when you stand before God and he asks the 
question, "Why should you be allowed into my heaven," they're going to say, "Because 
they voted for me every time they had the chance." 

So you understand that what is happening this Tuesday, though very important to our 
culture, is really very temporal. We must not lose sight that there's not a single candidate 
no matter how much they promise, no matter how much they claim, no matter how much 
they tell you what you want to hear, there's not a one of them who exchanged their sinless
blood for your sinful blood. There is not a one of them who can bridge the gap between 
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your unholy life and a holy God. Only Jesus can do that. Here's the problem: this 
Tuesday I'm going to go and vote and Jesus isn't on the ballot. He's not there. His name 
will not be there for any respective position that I or you have the privilege of voting for. 
So in light of this passage, I'm going to give you and all of us an assignment over the next
48 hours. Rather than watching the commercial and reading all of the words and 
descriptions they give out there, here's your assignment. 1. Pray about it. I know that 
sounds revolutionary but it's real. Pray about it in this light: who of these, God, will allow
myself to live the most expressive Christian life in the context of which they will lead? 
Secondly, which of these individuals will allow our church to express the gospel as it has 
been and desires to the most effectively in the context of the authority of which they 
possess?

Now it doesn't guarantee that the individual who gets elected will be the one who would 
allow the most freedom, which takes us back all the way to verse 1: then we give thanks 
anyway. We give thanks. "God, thank you that you have raised up somebody to lead us 
that we completely disagree with so that it will take us to our knees even more." Last 
time I checked, most of us don't pray when times are going good, we pray when times are
going tough, and sometimes God allows the Nebuchadnezzar's and sometimes God 
allows the Caesar's in our life so that we'll put things in perspective, the things of this 
world are just temporal, the things of eternity are simply that, eternal. So our desire this 
Tuesday and every time we have the privilege is, "God, how can we most live out the 
eternal in the midst of the temporal?" 

And before I close, I want to make it very clear: tonight, I never advocated a party, I 
never advocated a policy, and I never advocated a person with the exception of one man 
by the name of Jesus Christ, and how can we live most effectively according to how he's 
asked us to live having the privilege to make the decisions that we'll make this Tuesday. 
You have the decision in most cases between a baloney and a pimento cheese sandwich 
and you want barbecue, so you need to pray, "God, which one of these sandwiches will 
allow me to worship you and live for you with the greatest impact and ability?"

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed as we prepare for our time of 
response. There may be some of you here tonight and you read verses 4 through 6 and 
realize, "I've never asked Jesus to save me." You may be that person to say, "You know, I
understand what Jesus did, I never understood that he did it for me." Maybe tonight 
irrespective of the subject at hand, you're that individual saying, "Who cares what's going
to happen Tuesday, I've got to get eternity settled." Maybe you're here tonight saying, 
"You know what? I've got a sin problem only Jesus can fix." Maybe tonight is the night 
where you confess your sin condition and you call on Jesus to save you. If that's your 
decision tonight, we would love the privilege of not just hearing but celebrating with you 
about it. But tonight as we prepare for this time of response, this evening at this time and 
in this audience, more likely than not there's a good portion of us, we've already rendered 
that decision. It's not about do we "decide for Jesus," the real question is how do we live 
for Jesus? About 48 hours from now we have a privilege in our culture that's really going 
to test that. How do we do it? How do we put the eternal above the temporal? How do we
place the things of God over the desires of man? So tonight maybe your decision isn't 
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about stepping out and stepping forward, maybe it's about leaving here praying more than
you've ever prayed about a privilege that very few Christians actually possess.

Lord Jesus, as we come to this time of decision, God, you told us to make supplication 
and intercession for all those that are in authority, those that we agree with and those we
disagree with and, God, right now we find ourselves in one of those places we don't know
who is going to be that individual, we don't know who is going to be that representative. 
So God, tonight, Lord, I pray for us, God, I pray that we would seek your face, God, I 
pray that we would humble ourselves before you, God, I pray that we would not make 
this privilege about us but we'd hopefully make it about you. And so tonight, God, as we 
respond, we may need to step forward and we may just need to sit there and sing these 
words and allow the challenge of your word to really resonate in our lives. Nonetheless, 
God, we need to render a verdict tonight about our decision, not Tuesday, but our 
decision for you. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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