
Welcome to the Mission Field 

Galatians 1:1-2; Acts 13-14 

 

Good morning everyone.  Today we begin a new series of messages from one of the most intense letters in our 

New Testament.  It is a letter between an Apostle and a group of churches that are in trouble.  It is a letter where 

you find an apostle is re-teaching Christians the Gospel.  That’s right!  RETEACHING CHRISTIANS THE 

GOSPEL.  Perhaps you never knew that this is needed from time to time.  But it is.   

 

 Turn in your bibles to the Epistle we call Galatians.  An epistle is a letter.  And the epistles in the bible are 

written either by Apostles or their direct associates.  And that qualifies the letters as inspired scriptures.  And 

what you always need to keep in mind when you are reading or studying an epistle is that what you are reading:  

 

1) Is  a one-sided conversation – you start at a disadvantage of information 

2) the more you know about the author and recipients and what their relationship is to each other the easier 

it is to understand what is said in the letter. 

3) Identify the chief purpose of the letter and what prompted it is key to interpretation 

4) Keep in mind send a letter was no small deal 

 

This week:  I want to introduce you to the Galatian churches and to help learn about who they were and how 

they came to be followers of Christ and what their relationship is to the Author.  In the process we’ll learn a 

good deal about mission work.  Title: “Welcome to the Mission field” You’ll see why real soon. 

 

Next week: We focus on the purpose of the book.  “Is the Gospel worth Fighting for.” 

 

Week Three: We’ll focus on the Author, Paul and his own personal journey.  “The power of God to Change a 

Life.” 

 

So lets start with Galatians 1:1-2 Paul, an apostle (not sent from men, nor through the agency of man, but 

through Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), 2and all the brethren who are with 

me, to the churches of Galatia: (NASB)   

 

AUTHOR: Notice that Paul starts this letter off on a defensive note by clarifying his apostleship.  An apostle 

means “sent one” or “commissioned one”.  And he is making sure his readers understand the origin of his 

apostleship.  Because therein lies his authority.  He is about ready to correct doctrinal error and he is claiming to 

be speaking for God.  In addition to that he mentions others in support of what he is about to tell them.  “all the 

brethren who are with me.”  In other words he does not stand alone in his teaching.  He is not some off the wall 

theologian standing out in left field by himself.  Right of the bat then we can see that his identify and his 

message and his authority may be under suspicion or being questioned etc.  This will become more clear later. 

 

RECIPIENTS: “to the churches of Galatia.”  This is a letter to churches, not to individuals, not to a single 

church but churches.  This means whatever he is writing about deals with something greater than the internal 

issues of a congregation.  It’s going to be broader than that.   Now the place you can learn about the Galatian 

churches and their relationship to Paul is from Acts 13-14.  And as it turns out this is Paul’s first missionary 

journey.  His work among the Galatian peoples was Paul’s introduction to mission work.  Its his first mission 

trip.  Keep that in mind. 

 

So here’s what we’re going to do today.   

1) First I’m going to share a fictional story with you that I’ve written based on Acts 13-14.  This is a story 

I’ve made up to put flesh and bones on the people who made up these churches.   

2) We’ll read the actual biblical account. 

3) I’ll underscore several lessons we learn 

All the while we’ll be gathering important background information on the author and recipients. 



Story 

Hi my name is Marcus Tobias.  I am from the city of Lystra in the region of Galatia.  You know that is Turkey 

today.  I lived during the time of the Roman Empire, which followed the time of the great Greecian Empire 

under Alexander the Great.  So the predominant religious influence in our region and time was from Greek 

Mythology.  You know, Zeus and all of that.  However, I was fortunate to grow up in a God-fearing family who 

worshipped every Saturday at a synagogue of the Jews.  We understood that the pagan worship of Zeus and the 

other Greek Gods was a farce.  Our family believed there really could only be One God and because the Jews 

were monotheists we went to Synagogue to learn about their view and understanding of God. 

 

Each week at the synagogue we listened from a place where they allowed Gentiles to sit.  Eventually we came 

to believe in their God and we became what was known as Gentile proselytes.  What that means is we embraced 

the Jewish God and religion. Father and I were circumcised.  We were then Jews but not by birth.  We always 

felt like a second class among the synagogue because of that.  Nevertheless we really believed in Jehovah and 

wanted to learn all we could about the God who created the world and was to send a savior through the Jewish 

people.  This messianic hope was very intriguing to us. 

 

One day a couple of new faces showed up.  Their names were Paul and Barnabus.  Because they were Jews and 

Paul had a special status with the Jews having belonged to the Pharisees he was allowed the opportunity to 

speak.     

 

He began by refreshing us on the story and promises of Abraham and quoted from various prophecies from the 

Psalms and Prophets about the Messiah.  Then he began speaking about a man named Jesus who fulfilled all 

these prophecies.  And even better than that he had fulfilled the law for us.  This Jesus, did for us what we could 

never do adequately for ourselves.  Paul spoke about the good news to the Gentiles that through faith in this 

man God would bring equal status between Jews and Gentiles.  

 

All my Gentile friends in the synagogue rejoiced over this.  Many of the Jews by blood, however, were 

unsettled by it.  None the less some of them believed.  We wanted to hear more and more.  We couldn’t get 

enough.  IT was such good news.   

 

We experienced so many extraordinary things, healings and miracles of different sorts.  Our spirits soared with 

a new freedom … a freedom from all those religious requirements that made us feel so unworthy and we 

couldn’t keep up with.  We discovered the freedom of relating with God personally not on our merit but having 

been cleared by Christ’s merit.  I can not even put into words what that meant to us.  It truly was Gospel, good 

news for hungry souls. 

 

But we also experienced some horrible things.  It wasn’t long before Jews from other cities where Paul and 

Barnabus had already been came to Lystra.  They were outraged at this new message that had been spreading 

about Jesus as the Christ.  Paul’s Gospel was disrupting the synagogues and splitting them right down the 

middle and these outraged Jews aimed to put an end to it.  They were discouraging and threatening our 

synagogue leaders to stamp out the interest.  And they began stirring up our people to do Paul much harm. 

 

In their eyes was an evil and jealous hatred.  And murder filled their heart.  But Paul and Barnabus were filled 

with such hope and love and peace.  Many were torn at what to do, which way to go.  Fear swayed some away 

from Paul and his teaching.  But a great many others were swayed by faith.  So families were divided.  It was a 

deeply troubling time and at the same time it was glorious.   

 

And then one day a bunch of people showed up where we were listening to Paul and Barnabus teach and they 

took hold of him and drug him out into the streets.  It was such a mob that we couldn’t stop it.  Before we knew 

it, out of know where, a stone was hurled and hit Paul hard.  Then another, and another and pretty soon they 

were coming from everywhere, as he crumpled to the ground in a ball.  Soon the crowd began to walk away and 

Paul was drug out of the city and left for dead.    



 

We, the believers, all gathered around him and to our great delight he was still breathing but unconscious.  We 

prayed and carried him to a place to recuperate.  And recuperate he did.  When he came to he rested awhile and 

then went right back into the city.    

 

We couldn’t believe our eyes.  He wanted the other believers to be encouraged and know he was alive.  He 

wanted to encourage us all to be faithful and grow in our new found grace from God and not let anyone take it 

away from us.  He urged us to hold firm to our belief in the Gospel he had taught us.  In the mean time he 

wanted to head to another city and preach there as well.   This man was a glutton for punishment. 

 

We were dumbfounded.  If it were me I would have said the heck with this.  But he was on a mission.  He 

hadn’t come this far to turn back.  He was determined to give his life for this message.  He was that sure of what 

he was teaching.  I suppose that really helped us to be sure as well.  He obviously wasn’t in it for himself!  Why 

would someone put themselves through all that for a made up story?  Why would a man who could be 

prosperous and influential give up all that and subsist on a meager living only to be pummeled by rocks for his 

ministry? 

 

Well that is a question you all would do well to answer for yourselves.  Do you believe the Gospel to that 

degree? 

 

Anyway the story doesn’t end there.  Sometime later after having preached the Gospel in Derbe and working 

with the new believers there Paul and Barnabus returned again.  Things had settled down quite a bit and they 

focused just on us who believed the Gospel.  They organized us into a church, and taught us so much.  And then 

headed back to strengthen the disciples of the other cities where they had been before us as they made there way 

back home.   

 

They were fearless I tell you. And they were fiercely committed to this good news about Jesus Christ.  They 

were very much concerned about our continuance in the faith and grace of God.  So there you have it.  Our 

church was made up of Gentile proselytes like me; some true Jews from the synagogue who had believed his 

message and some who were converted from paganism by Paul’s preaching in the streets.   We were a mix of 

the three, but all united by our faith response to the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our lives were 

forever changed for the better.   

 

We had many struggles to come.  But perhaps the most serious one came as a group of Jews came to our 

churches seeming friendly to our faith in Christ yet attempting to persuade us that faith in Christ alone could 

never justify us before God.  Without the works of the law, they contended, you cannot be God’s people.   It 

was a heresy but to many it seemed irrefutable that both faith in Christ and obedience to the Law of Moses must 

be brought together.   This is why Paul later wrote the letter that you all are now studying.  It was written to our 

church and the other churches that Paul had started in our region to re-teach us the Gospel. 

 

While I’m reading the text.  Acts 13-14   

 

What do we learn about the Ministry of Paul among the Galatian churches? 

 

So what do we learn about the Galatian believers and their relationship to Paul 

 

1. The make up of the churches:  

Jews and Gentile Proselytes - 13:16 “men of Israel and you who fear God.”  

13:43 “many of the Jews and God-fearing Proselytes followed Paul and Barnabus” 

Greeks: 14:1 “both of Jews and Greeks”  

2. They had left Judaism when they heard the Gospel by Paul 13:43, 14:4  

3. They embraced the Gospel amidst great turmoil and spiritual warfare 14:22 

http://www.zondervanbiblesearch.com/ResultsPassage.aspx?Passage=Acts+13-14&Search=Acts+13-14&SearchBooks=NASB95


4. They were organized into churches and strengthened in their faith 14:21-23 

5. Paul was their founding pastor.  They had seen him endure persecution and risk his life for the spread of the 

Gospel and for their opportunity to be saved. 

 

Lessons from the First Missionary Journey 

 

The preaching of the Gospel is the heart of Missionary Work (13:5, 7, 12, 15, 44, 46, 48-49; 14:7,15, 21) 

 

There is much good work being done in the world.  Many good and noble efforts performed in behalf of others 

well being.  Selfless and sacrificial efforts that bring great relief and help to people.  But friend, it is not mission 

work without a clear presentation of the Gospel.  Let me say that again! It is not the mission work of Jesus 

Christ without the presentation of the Gospel. 

 

The book of Acts is our missions manual for the church.  And it starts out with Christ’s commission to be his 

witnesses to the ends of the earth.  And then you see the stories of the apostles preaching the  

Gospel, suffering for it and the churches being planted, and THE church growing as the Lord adds to it those 

who are being saved. 

 

The preaching of the Gospel and lost being saved is what missionary work is all about. 

 

The preaching of the Gospel Calls out the elect from among sinners (seperates) 13:48 

 

When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying
y
 the word of

29
 the Lord; and as many as

z
 had 

been appointed to eternal life believed 

 

Not nearly as many as we would like actually respond but those who God has appointed to respond will.  Our 

job is proclaim the gospel and leave the results to God. 

 

The preaching of the Gospel ignites spiritual warfare (Acts 26:16-18) 

 

This is why many Christians never encounter persecution.  Because they don’t proclaim the gospel.  When you 

proclaim the Gospel its like putting a stick in Satan’s eye.  The gospel is THE greatest threat to the kingdom of 

Satan and it gets a rise out of him. Paul preached the Gospel boldly and everywhere he went the Gospel stirred 

things up.  You can expect the same thing. 

 

13:8 at Salamis: the magician Bar-jesus (Elyamus) sought to turn Sergious Paulus, the proconsul away from the 

faith while Paul was witnessing to Him. 

13:50 At Antioch a persecution was instigated against Paul and Barnabus and they were driven from the city 

leaving new believers behind without adequate teaching. 

14:5-6 At Iconium an attempt was made to mistreat and stone them and they fled 

14:19 At Lystra Paul was stoned and drug outside the city and left for dead 

 

Note 1: This is the fulfillment of Jesus prophecy to Ananias’ prophecy CR Acts 9:16 and Jesus’ prophecy to 

Paul Acts 26:16-18 

 

Note 2: It is this first mission trip that Paul is referring to in 2 Tim 3 when he was encouraging him to faithfully 

preach the Gospel and be ready to suffer for it. 

 

The chief aim of missionary preaching is New Congregations of believers 14:23-26 

 

They went.  They preached. They discipled. They established the fruit into congregations so the work 

could continue and so the believers could grow together and suffer together. 
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Study Guide 

Welcome To the Mission Field 

Acts 13-14 

 
When you read a New Testament letter like the Epistle to the Galatians it is as if you are eavesdropping on a one-sided conversation.  

And from what you can read you have to try to put together some things about the other party from what is written. 

 

This is the nature of studying New Testament letters.  To get a clear understanding of the whole picture you really need to become 

very observant.  For example in chapter 1 we learn by what Paul says to them that somehow he had gotten a message about a problem 

among the Galatian churches.  And what he writes about the problem clues us in what he had heard.  “…there are some who are 

disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”  How does Paul know that?  Well this must be part of a communication that 

had come from their region to Paul.  This is how you put together the 2
nd

 half of the conversation. 

 

This helps a lot but you will still feel like your only getting part of the picture.  When Paul says to them in 5:1 “It was for freedom that 

Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (which in chapter 4 was identified as 

slavery to the law), it is difficult to understand what he means by “subject again”.  Arent these Gentiles he is writing to.  How can 

Gentile Christians go back into slavery to the law? 

 

More obviously needs to be known about who these Galatian believers are and what was their background.  And we’re in luck because 

the book of Acts records for us Paul’s initial work among the Gentile Christians.  The story is found in Acts 13-14 and as it happens 

this was Paul’s first mission trip.  Keep that in mind and prayerfully read Acts 13-14. 

 

Describe and summarize Paul’s first missionary journey.  And write down one or two significant lessons you pull from this story about 

mission work. 

 

 

Small Group Interaction 
 

Icebreaker: Describe the most dangerous or risky think you have done for God. 

 

Prayer Exercise 1: Who is someone you the group could pray for who is risking in someway for the cause of the Kingdom of God.  

Pray for this person. 

 

 

Scripture Exploration: First have someone in the group summarize Acts 13-14.  Then ask all the group members to add to the 

summary anything else that they remember. 

 

Q1: Read the following verses and describe what you learn about how Paul began the work in each city?    13:5, 7, 12, 15, 44, 48-

49; 14:7, 15, 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2: What did you learn about the audience Paul was speaking to in Perga?  Read 13:13-16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q3: Read 14:1-2 and write down where he was speaking first in Iconium and who believed?  Who didn’t believe and what was their 

response? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4: When the attendees of Synagogue refuse to believe what does Paul do next? Read 13:46 



 

 

Q5: Describe the spiritual warfare that took place in each of the following cities. 

 

Pisidian Antioch: 13:44-52 

 

 

Iconium   14:1-7 

 

 

Lystra 14:19 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Question 1: Paul returned to Antioch of Samaria from his first mission trip and gave a mission trip report (14-24-28).  

Discuss how his report of this trip would affect your commitment and interest in being involved personally in missions and how likely 

you would be to go on a trip with Paul.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Question 2: What would have to happen inside of you to make you willing to tag along on one of these trips? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Question 3: What if your son or daughter was 20 years old and in college and was there for Paul’s report and signed up to 

go on the next trip, how would you respond and would you try to stop them or would you encourage them?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Exercise: Pray for the courage to spread the word of the lord and for the establishment of churches around the world and for 

protection of our IMB missionaries who live in danger every day. 


