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I.	The	Dullness	of	Unbelief	(v11	&	12)	
A.	The	authority	of	the	testimony.	
	
Matthew	7:28	&	29	And	when	Jesus	finished	
these	sayings,	the	crowds	were	astonished	at	his	
teaching,	29	for	he	was	teaching	them	as	one	
who	had	authority,	and	not	as	their	scribes.	
John	12:49	&	50	For	I	have	not	spoken	on	my	
own	authority,	but	the	Father	who	sent	me	has	
himself	given	me	a	commandment—what	to	say	
and	what	to	speak.	50	And	I	know	that	his	
commandment	is	eternal	life.	What	I	say,	
therefore,	I	say	as	the	Father	has	told	me.”	
1	Corinthians	15:3	&	4	For	I	delivered	to	you	as	
of	first	importance	what	I	also	received:	that	
Christ	died	for	our	sins	in	accordance	with	the	
Scriptures,	4	that	he	was	buried,	that	he	was	
raised	on	the	third	day	in	accordance	with	the	
Scriptures,	
	
B.	Hindrences	to	belief.	
	
1	John	4:2	&	3	By	this	you	know	the	Spirit	of	God:	
every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	
come	in	the	flesh	is	from	God,	3	and	every	spirit	
that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	
is	the	spirit	of	the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	
was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	
Ephesians	4:18	They	are	darkened	in	their	
understanding,	alienated	from	the	life	of	God	
because	of	the	ignorance	that	is	in	them,	due	to	
their	hardness	of	heart.	
Hebrews	5:14	But	solid	food	is	for	the	mature,	
for	those	who	have	their	powers	of	discernment	
trained	by	constant	practice	to	distinguish	good	
from	evil.	
	
II.	The	Response	To	Unbelief	(v13-17)	
A.	The	source	of	truth	from	heaven.	
	

Proverbs	30:4	Who	has	ascended	to	heaven	and	
come	down?	Who	has	gathered	the	wind	in	his	
fists?	Who	has	wrapped	up	the	waters	in	a	
garment?	Who	has	established	all	the	ends	of	the	
earth?	What	is	his	name,	and	what	is	his	son’s	
name?	Surely	you	know!	
John	1:14	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	dwelt	
among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	glory	as	of	
the	only	Son	from	the	Father,	full	of	grace	and	
truth.	
John	1:18	No	one	has	ever	seen	God;	the	only	
God,	who	is	at	the	Father’s	side,	he	has	made	him	
known.	
Colossians	2:9	For	in	him	the	whole	fullness	of	
deity	dwells	bodily,	
	
B.	The	Old	Testament	illustration.	
	
1	John	4:9	&	10	In	this	the	love	of	God	was	made	
manifest	among	us,	that	God	sent	his	only	Son	
into	the	world,	so	that	we	might	live	through	
him.	10	In	this	is	love,	not	that	we	have	loved	
God	but	that	he	loved	us	and	sent	his	Son	to	be	
the	propitiation	for	our	sins.	
John	17:3	And	this	is	eternal	life,	that	they	know	
you	the	only	true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	whom	
you	have	sent.	
John	10:10	The	thief	comes	only	to	steal	and	kill	
and	destroy.	I	came	that	they	may	have	life	and	
have	it	abundantly.	
	
C.	The	free	offer	of	the	Gospel.	
	
Isaiah	45:22	“Turn	to	me	and	be	saved,	all	the	
ends	of	the	earth!	For	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	
other.	
Deuteronomy	32:3	&	4	For	I	will	proclaim	the	
name	of	the	Lord;	ascribe	greatness	to	our	God!	4	
“The	Rock,	his	work	is	perfect,	for	all	his	ways	



are	justice.	A	God	of	faithfulness	and	without	
iniquity,	just	and	upright	is	he.	
1	John	4:10	In	this	is	love,	not	that	we	have	loved	
God	but	that	he	loved	us	and	sent	his	Son	to	be	
the	propitiation	for	our	sins.	
Romans	5:7	&	8	For	one	will	scarcely	die	for	a	
righteous	person—though	perhaps	for	a	good	
person	one	would	dare	even	to	die—8	but	God	
shows	his	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	were	still	
sinners,	Christ	died	for	us.	
2	Corinthians	5:18–20	All	this	is	from	God,	who	
through	Christ	reconciled	us	to	himself	and	gave	
us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation;	19	that	is,	in	
Christ	God	was	reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	
not	counting	their	trespasses	against	them,	and	
entrusting	to	us	the	message	of	reconciliation.	20	
Therefore,	we	are	ambassadors	for	Christ,	God	
making	his	appeal	through	us.	We	implore	you	
on	behalf	of	Christ,	be	reconciled	to	God.	
Romans	8:28–30	And	we	know	that	for	those	
who	love	God	all	things	work	together	for	good,	
for	those	who	are	called	according	to	his	
purpose.	29	For	those	whom	he	foreknew	he	also	
predestined	to	be	conformed	to	the	image	of	his	
Son,	in	order	that	he	might	be	the	firstborn	
among	many	brothers.	30	And	those	whom	he	
predestined	he	also	called,	and	those	whom	he	
called	he	also	justified,	and	those	whom	he	
justified	he	also	glorified.	
Ephesians	1:3	&	4	Blessed	be	the	God	and	Father	
of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	has	blessed	us	in	
Christ	with	every	spiritual	blessing	in	the	
heavenly	places,	4	even	as	he	chose	us	in	him	
before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	that	we	
should	be	holy	and	blameless	before	him.	In	love	
1	John	5:11	And	this	is	the	testimony,	that	God	
gave	us	eternal	life,	and	this	life	is	in	his	Son.	
1	Timothy	1:15	The	saying	is	trustworthy	and	
deserving	of	full	acceptance,	that	Christ	Jesus	
came	into	the	world	to	save	sinners,	of	whom	I	
am	the	foremost.	
John	1:11–13	He	came	to	his	own,	and	his	own	
people	did	not	receive	him.	12	But	to	all	who	did	
receive	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
the	right	to	become	children	of	God,	13	who	
were	born,	not	of	blood	nor	of	the	will	of	the	
flesh	nor	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	
Ephesians	1:19	and	what	is	the	immeasurable	
greatness	of	his	power	toward	us	who	believe,	
according	to	the	working	of	his	great	might	

1	Thessalonians	1:10	and	to	wait	for	his	Son	
from	heaven,	whom	he	raised	from	the	dead,	
Jesus	who	delivers	us	from	the	wrath	to	come.	
John	5:24	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	
hears	my	word	and	believes	him	who	sent	me	
has	eternal	life.	He	does	not	come	into	judgment,	
but	has	passed	from	death	to	life.	
John	14:6	Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	way,	and	
the	truth,	and	the	life.	No	one	comes	to	the	
Father	except	through	me.	
John	17:3	And	this	is	eternal	life,	that	they	know	
you	the	only	true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	whom	
you	have	sent.	
	
D.	The	inside	track	on	God’s	motivation.	
	
John	12:47	If	anyone	hears	my	words	and	does	
not	keep	them,	I	do	not	judge	him;	for	I	did	not	
come	to	judge	the	world	but	to	save	the	world.	
Luke	19:10	For	the	Son	of	Man	came	to	seek	and	
to	save	the	lost.”	
Genesis	12:3	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	
and	him	who	dishonors	you	I	will	curse,	and	in	
you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”	
Isaiah	42:6	“I	am	the	Lord;	I	have	called	you	in	
righteousness;	I	will	take	you	by	the	hand	and	
keep	you;	I	will	give	you	as	a	covenant	for	the	
people,	a	light	for	the	nations,	
Psalm	2:8	Ask	of	me,	and	I	will	make	the	nations	
your	heritage,	and	the	ends	of	the	earth	your	
possession.	
Acts	1:8	But	you	will	receive	power	when	the	
Holy	Spirit	has	come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	
my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	
Samaria,	and	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	
Revelation	7:9	After	this	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	
great	multitude	that	no	one	could	number,	from	
every	nation,	from	all	tribes	and	peoples	and	
languages,	standing	before	the	throne	and	before	
the	Lamb,	clothed	in	white	robes,	with	palm	
branches	in	their	hands,	
	
III.	The	Consequences	of	Unbelief	(v18-21)	
A.	Condemnation	vs.	no	condemnation.	
	
Romans	8:1	There	is	therefore	now	no	
condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus.	
John	5:24	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	
hears	my	word	and	believes	him	who	sent	me	
has	eternal	life.	He	does	not	come	into	judgment,	
but	has	passed	from	death	to	life.	



Psalm	32:1	&	2	Blessed	is	the	one	whose	
transgression	is	forgiven,	whose	sin	is	covered.	2	
Blessed	is	the	man	against	whom	the	Lord	
counts	no	iniquity,	and	in	whose	spirit	there	is	
no	deceit.	
John	5:28	&	29	Do	not	marvel	at	this,	for	an	hour	
is	coming	when	all	who	are	in	the	tombs	will	
hear	his	voice	29	and	come	out,	those	who	have	
done	good	to	the	resurrection	of	life,	and	those	
who	have	done	evil	to	the	resurrection	of	
judgment.	
Ephesians	2:1–3	And	you	were	dead	in	the	
trespasses	and	sins	2	in	which	you	once	walked,	
following	the	course	of	this	world,	following	the	
prince	of	the	power	of	the	air,	the	spirit	that	is	
now	at	work	in	the	sons	of	disobedience—3	
among	whom	we	all	once	lived	in	the	passions	of	
our	flesh,	carrying	out	the	desires	of	the	body	
and	the	mind,	and	were	by	nature	children	of	
wrath,	like	the	rest	of	mankind.	
	
B.	Light	brings	judgement.	
	
Ephesians	5:13	But	when	anything	is	exposed	by	
the	light,	it	becomes	visible,	
1	Thessalonians	5:7	For	those	who	sleep,	sleep	at	
night,	and	those	who	get	drunk,	are	drunk	at	
night.	
Proverbs	1:29	Because	they	hated	knowledge	
and	did	not	choose	the	fear	of	the	Lord,	
Ephesians	2:10	For	we	are	his	workmanship,	
created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	good	works,	which	
God	prepared	beforehand,	that	we	should	walk	
in	them.	
John	15:8	By	this	my	Father	is	glorified,	that	you	
bear	much	fruit	and	so	prove	to	be	my	disciples.	
Matthew	7:18–20	A	healthy	tree	cannot	bear	bad	
fruit,	nor	can	a	diseased	tree	bear	good	fruit.	19	
Every	tree	that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	
down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus	you	will	
recognize	them	by	their	fruits.	


