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We're going to be back in Hebrews 3 this morning. In case you're just joining us, we have
been going through the wonderful epistle to the Hebrews on Sunday morning, probably 
one of the most hard to understand books in the Bible. I find this one is sometimes more 
difficult than the revelation that John gave us from the isle of Patmost. But if you would 
this morning, open your Bibles to Hebrews 3. There are going to be a couple of other 
places we're going to have to turn to this morning but the main text is coming from 
Hebrews 3.

Now we left off last week in verse 6 so we're going to pick up in verse 7, but let's talk up 
to this point where we've been so far. We dealt with verses 1 through 6 last week which is
the parenthetical in between chapters 2 and 3 to give us some detailed information about 
what the writer is saying here in the book of Hebrews. There are many of the Jews that 
were in the presence of the company that was being read this letter and no doubt they 
were being tempted to go back to the ways of Judaism. They were being tempted to go 
back to the sacrifices. They were being tempted to go back to their works religion. 
Alright? Some of them may even be tempted just to fall away completely and just to give 
up on God. Satan and his demons will tempt us, will try us, they will test us, and 
sometimes you'll get in your mind the thought that, "What's it worth? You know, why are
you doing this? What's it worth? Just go back to the way it was." 

Well, friends, that is what the writer is addressing here in Hebrews. This whole book is, 
like I said, it is a book of faith but it is a book showing that Jesus is better than so if 
Christ is better than everything, he's better than creation, Jesus is better than all of your 
material possessions, do you know why? Because he's the Creator. Jesus is better than 
Moses and the prophets and Aaron and the priests because he is priest, prophet and king. 
Jesus is better than the angels because at no time has God ever said to any of the angels, 
"Sit on my right hand until I make all thy enemies thy footstool." 

And oh, by the way, just in case you didn't know this morning, Jesus created the angels. 
He made the angels, alright? They are under his control. They are under his power. You 
remember when he came to the shore of the Gadarenes and there was the man there 
dwelling amongst the tombs? And Jesus said, "Who are you?" And the man answered or 
the demonic spirit within him answered and said, "We are Legion, for we are many. 
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Suffer us not to go into the abyss. Suffer us not to go into the abyss for our time has not 
come yet." They knew who he was. They feared and they trembled because he was their 
Creator, the great I AM.

Jesus is better than. Folks, there isn't anything you can lay on the table that would even 
offer you one tenth of one hundredth of a percent of what Christ can give you. The hope 
and the joy and the blessings and the assurance and the security through and by his 
salvation, he is better than. 

So why go back? What's there to go back to? Because if you honestly, if he's changed 
your life, oh, I'm going to say it. Yes, I am, you will not go back. He says here, "Why go 
back? There's nothing to go back to." And once you've been made to know that through 
and by the amazing grace of God, you will know it. And the writer of Hebrews is telling 
us here in chapter 3, he's saying, "Folks, hold fast to the end. Hold fast to the end." As we
talked last week, this text, chapters 3 and chapter 4, that build upon God's rest, in no way,
shape, form or fashion whatsoever does it teach that someone can lose their salvation but 
what this text teaches is those who go back never had it to start with. They might have 
had a belief like the demons in hell believe and they fear and tremble, but that faith, that 
belief had never changed their life so therefore the work of regeneration had never been 
wrought in them. They sat in the church pews, they listened to the preacher, they prayed 
the prayers, they even sung the songs, but they never truly fully believed because their 
faith that worketh Christ, that they say was wrought in them, never changed their life. It 
never produced any godly fruit.

So therefore when those people do go back, why do we scratch our heads and say God 
made a mistake? No, he did not. No, he did not because now as our high priest, he sits on 
the right hand of majesty on high and when he saves as the Captain of our salvation, he 
saves to the uttermost. Paul said, "I am persuaded he that began a good work in me is 
able to perform it, to finish it, to complete it." So what is there to go back to? It shows us 
that ones who are truly saved will endure. They will persevere.

Let's read our text from verses 1 through 6 before we get into verse 7.

1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was 
faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his 
house. 3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the 
house. 4 For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all 
things is God. 5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a 
servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; 6 
But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold 
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

These next two chapters, chapters 3 and 4, build within the context of the writer of 
Hebrews the message he's trying to relay: build the rest that's offered by Almighty God. 
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We have to understand the backdrop. In other words like I was telling someone this 
morning, we can't just watch the actors on the stage, we have to get a picture of the whole
stage in order to be able to understand what's going on here. And I hope you've got your 
place marked in the book of Hebrews because I have to read quite a bit this morning. 
Mark your place in Hebrews 3 and turn over to Numbers 13. We're going to see the 
whole stage this morning. We're going to look at the entire stage to be able to understand 
what the writer of Hebrews is trying to relay here, what he's trying to tell us. Numbers 13.
Just bear with me. Like I said, I've got until 1:30, right? I heard somebody say that during
the choir. I've got until 1:30 so if we get pressed on time, I may have to cut this short and 
come back later and finish this, but I need you to understand before we leave chapter 3, I 
need you to understand the context.

Numbers 13:16 is where we will begin reading, but I need you to understand something: 
I'm not going to be able to say all these names properly, correctly, so that's why I went 
ahead and skipped down to verse 16. I need you to understand something this morning, 
okay? The children of Israel had been in bondage in Egypt for over 400 years. God raised
him up a Moses. He told Moses, he said, "Choose you a lamb. Kill the lamb. Put the 
blood upon the doorpost and over the top of the door," and God said, "and about 
midnight, I will pass through the land of Egypt." And God said, "When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you." Now there were some people in some of those houses that God 
passed over but they didn't necessarily believe. Do you understand what I'm saying? Not 
everybody that crossed the Red Sea, my friends, we'll see in heaven. I'm going to go 
somewhere this morning. You might not like it, but tough. I'm not going to pronounce 
judgment upon anyone this morning, that's up to God. So we're not going to get too far 
into the weeds to try to determine who out of the children of Israel were saved and who 
was not saved. We're not going to do that because that's above our pay grade, isn't it? 
Way above our pay grade. But I will tell you that there was a vast, large number of 
people that crossed the Red Sea that truly did not believe. They did not believe but they 
were blessed because they were around God's people.

Now let's read our text. They came over to Kadesh-Barnea. Did you know at this point 
right here – this just makes me want to holler – at this point right here, they are 11 days 
away from walking into the Promised Land. An 11 day journey. All they had to do was 
say, "Yes, Lord, I believe," and God would have said, "You walk right in. It's yours. You 
walk right in. Do you know why? Because I've already sent word over there and they're 
scared to death of you. They're scared to death." Now they didn't know this until 40 years
later but God had already made a way. They could have drive right down that one way 
street and they could've gotten everything that God promised them. But they didn't 
believe him.

Numbers 13:16, "16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the 
land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua," Jehovah saves. "And Moses 
sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way 
southward, and go up into the mountain: And see the land, what it is; and the people that 
dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many; And what the land is that 
they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, 
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whether in tents, or in strong holds; And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, 
whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes." Boy, isn't it amazing how 
God orchestrated all this and they're going to bring back a harvest. Alright? They're going
to go up, they're going to go on up into Canaan and right at the time of the first ripe 
grapes and they're going to bring back all the blessings of the land. All 12 of them are 
going to get those blessings.

Now, let's skip down here. We know what they brought back. They brought back 
pomegranates. They brought back figs. They brought back grapes. They got to walk 
across the land. They got to press over, trot over the land that God said, "This is the 
Promised Land. This is what I'm going to give you. This is a picture of my rest," God 
said, "that I'm going to give you." Bless God, God said, "You're going to move in, you're 
going to live in houses that you didn't build." And God said, "You're going to eat out of 
gardens that you did not plant." God said, "I'm going to cause the hornets to go in and 
drive out those people and then I won't do it too soon because the cobwebs will come into
the house." God said, "I've got this timed just right. You're going to go in and you're 
going to own and possess what I've said is yours but you've got to believe me. You've got
to trust me. Are you going to trust me this morning?" Are you going to trust God? God's 
saying that is what you've got to do.

Look at verse 26. They're back now. Verse 25, "And they returned from searching of the 
land after forty days." They were gone 40 days, folks. They got 40 days worth of 
blessings. They didn't have to worry about stopping off at Speedway and getting a snack 
or anything. They just went out there, they picked grapes, they ate pomegranates, they 
had the figs, a land flowing with milk and honey. It was everything that God said it was 
plus a whole lot more and, bless God, they still doubted him.

Verse 26, "And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation 
of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land." Oh my 
goodness, they carried the blessings of God back.

"And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely 
it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be 
strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we 
saw the children of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the 
Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once." Let me stop right there. Look up here at me. Take heed to
these things in which you have heard lest at any time you let them slip. Let us go up at 
once. Let's trust God.

Continue, "Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But 
the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we. And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had 
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searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to 
search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof."  They lied, didn't they? They 
said there are big green monsters over there that will just eat everybody up. No. Well, it's 
amazing when you get out of the will of God and you're not one of his what will come 
out of your old filthy mouth. Lies, alright? 

"And all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there we saw the 
giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as 
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight." Well, what are they doing here? Who are 
they trusting in all of a sudden? They stopped trusting in the one true sovereign God and 
now all of a sudden they said, "We can't do this." No, we can't, church. We can't, but let 
us go up at once, for our God is able. We're not able but our God is able. 

Look at chapter 14, verses 1 through 10, "And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night." "Oh, God has let us down. He's failed us. 
We're not going to get the Promised Land after all. Why, there are big green monsters 
over there that eat up the inhabitants and a bunch of giants, the sons of Anak. Oh, we've 
come all this way for nothing! For nothing!" That's what they're thinking. Now somebody
that thinks like that, are they truly trusting in Christ? Are they truly trusting in the Lord?

"And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.  
And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole 
congregation said unto them," right here, "Would God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the LORD 
brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a
prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?" Hold fast, brothers and sisters, don't 
go back because there is nothing to go back to.

Look here, "And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 
congregation of the children of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes: And they spake 
unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through
to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not ye
against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their 
defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not. But all the 
congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel." We've got 12 boys that 
went on a 40 day hiking and reconnaissance mission and Moses sent 10 lost men out of 
that 12. Ten of them were lost, lost as a ball in high weeds because they did not trust God.
They wanted to go back. 

Now bear with me, go to Psalm 95 and then we'll go back to Hebrews and finish all this 
up. This is just building the stage. We haven't even got the stage built yet. You've got to 
see the whole stage before you understand what's going on here. Psalm 95:6 through 11. 
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Look at verse 6 of Psalm 95, "O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before 
the LORD our maker. For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your heart, as in the 
provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. Forty years long was I grieved with this 
generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my 
ways: Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest." David 
wrote that, alright?

Now let's go back to Hebrews 3. Are you starting to see the stage now? Are you starting 
to see the entire stage? Do you see what's going on here, what the writer is dealing with? 
He's dealing with a group of people that this letter is going to be read to who have been 
tempted to go back. "Let's go back to the sacrifices. Let's go back to the way it was. Let's 
go back to Egypt. Let's go back to sin. Let's just forget this whole thing, fall away and do 
what we want to do." Alright, then, but you'd better take heed to these things which 
you've heard lest at any time you let them slip, for how shall you escape if you neglect so 
great salvation. 

There is nothing to go back to. This is an illustration that the writer of Hebrews is giving 
here. In our text, in our main text of Hebrews 3, he's built the stage, he's showed us the 
entire scene and now let's read our main text, verses 7 through 19, closing out. Hebrews 
3:7, "Wherefore," there it is again. A whole bunch of "therefores," a whole bunch of 
"wherefores." You need to take heed to those wherefores and those therefores because 
you need to know what the therefores are there for and you need to know what the 
wherefores are where for. You've got to understand why they're there and we're starting a 
new paragraph now and the writer of the book of Hebrews says, "Wherefore." Now wait 
a minute, you may have heard this before.

7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 

Didn't you just hear that in Psalm 95? Y'all hearing me but you ain't listening to me this 
morning. Come on now. Alright. Verse 8,

8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in
the wilderness: 9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years.

Right there, it's a repeat. Whoever wrote Hebrews, whoever penned Hebrews is quoting 
Old Testament Scripture here. He said, "Do you remember what happened to your 
ancestors? Oh yeah, they had a good witness for a while, didn't they? And then they fell 
back." Do you know why they fell back? Because his elect will persevere to the very end.

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway 
err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. 11 So I sware in my 
wrath, 
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Listen, God said, "I sware this in my wrath, this will come to pass. Bless God. God said, 
"I've already got this thing planned out. I planned the end before the beginning."

They shall not enter into my rest.) 12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 

The writer of Hebrews is telling the congregation here, "You'd better take heed to this. 
You'd better make sure. You'd better make your calling and election sure." And how do 
we do that? Through perseverance we make our election sure. Every single day, we 
persevere to the end because greater is he that is in us than he that is in the world. He 
said, "No man can pluck you out of my hand. You're in Abba Father's hand also who is 
greater than all and no man is able to pluck you out of the Father's hand." Paul said, 
"Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, not height, not 
depth, not things present, not things to come, not principalities or powers or any other 
thing, not even any other creature." You are a created being. If you belong to God, you 
can't even separate yourself and if you truly belong to God, you would never want to 
separate yourself because you have tasted of his grace. You haven't just sampled the 
pomegranates, you haven't just sampled the grapes, you haven't just sampled the figs and 
walked for 40 short days over the land, but bless God, you're in his kingdom now and you
know it. 

12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another 
daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

Right here is the verse that everybody wants to throw up and say, "There it is." Taken out
of context. You've got to see the whole stage, preacher. You've got to look at everything.

14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end; 15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 16 For some, 
when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt 
by Moses. 

Not all of them provoked but some did. Not all of them doubted but many did. Not all of 
them spoke out against Joshua and Caleb but many did. Now let's apply that to the 
contemporary situation today. Not all, I'm going to reverse it. I'm not going to go the 
safer route. Not everybody sitting in the pews are lost but many are. 

Verse 16, 

16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came 
out of Egypt by Moses. 17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? 
was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the 
wilderness? 18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his 
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rest, but to them that believed not? 19 So we see that they could not enter 
in because of unbelief. 

Because of unbelief. What did Caleb and Joshua say? "Let us go up at once for we are 
well able. God is with us and if he delight in us, if we serve him and we do what he has 
commanded us to do, he'll give us this land. And do you know what? Their bread is going
to be our bread. Their walls are going to be our walls. Their houses are going to be our 
houses. Their potato patch is going to be my tater patch, bless God. God had them 
planted for me," and now he said, "Eleven days, boys, right there it is. Walk right over to 
it." But they provoked God. They said, "Would to God we had stayed in Egypt. Would to
God we had died in the wilderness. Now we're going to go over there and die by the 
sword. Let us make for ourselves a captain and let us go back down. I'll tell you what let 
us do, let's make for ourselves a captain and go back into works religion and forget about 
grace." That's the exact same thing what people do today. That's the exact same thing that
these Hebrews were being tried and tempted and tested with, go back to the way it used 
to be. And let me tell you what: there is nothing to go back to. Nothing at all. Trust God. 
Let us go up at once. Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your heart as in the 
provocation in the day of temptation in the wilderness because this is God the Holy Spirit
says right here.

Let's read verses 7, 8, 9 and 10. Let's begin to exegete this. Verses 7, 8, 9 and 10, 
"Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice." Today. You might
not get a tomorrow. You say, "Well, preacher, I'm young. I've got plenty of time." Are 
you sure? Are you sure? Really? There are young people dying every day. There are old 
people dying every day. There are middle-aged folks dying every day. Don't harden your 
heart in unbelief but be like Joshua and Caleb. You might be convinced this morning, you
might not be fully committed yet, bless God, let us go up at once because what God said 
we can have, it's there waiting on us. You've just got to trust him.

"Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I 
was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they 
have not known my ways." God said, "Your fathers tempted me." God said it was your 
mamaw and papaw and your granddaddy and your great-granddaddy. "They tempted 
me." 

They had seen the land. They had walked across the land. They had hung around godly 
people and some of those blessing spilled over and got on them. They heard the word of 
truth. They had determined in their mind to follow me but there was no change in their 
heart. They had tasted of the pomegranates. They even ate of the grapes, God said. They 
brought back figs and carried one cluster that two men had to carry. They experienced 
those things but never truly believed because they said in their heart, "Let us go back to 
Egypt." And God said, "As I have sworn in my wrath, you will not see my rest. You will 
not see my rest because you're not mine." God said, "You're not mine," because of that 
one simple word, what is it? Faith. Faith. Do you believe him this morning? Is your faith 
firmly rooted in him or are you still trusting in the grapes or the pomegranates or the figs?
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Are you trusting in something that you can do? Are you trusting in your battles when you
like a grasshopper goes up against the sons of Anak, the giants? Are you trusting in that? 
Are you just saying, "Lord, here I am. Just take me God because I cannot do anything on 
my own." 

Don't go back because God said, "I was grieved with this generation." They had seen all 
these wonderful things and the congregation lifted up their voice and cried and the people
wept all night and the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron and 
they said, "Would to God, the Lord brought us into this land to fall by the sword. Would 
to God that we died in Egypt or would to God that we died in the wilderness. Let's work 
this thing out, boys. Let's choose a captain and just go back on our own." Total lack of 
trust. Total lack of faith. Total lack of confidence in the one true living God and God 
said, "For this reason I was grieved with your fathers, with your grandmothers, with your 
great-grandpa." God said, "I was grieved because of their lack of faith," and God said, 
"I've sworn in my wrath they will not enter into my rest."

Verses 12 and 13 of Hebrews 3, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it 
is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." Do you 
notice, did you catch something there? Exhort one another. Exhort one another because 
you need each other. You need to be in the body. If I chop a finger off and lay it there on 
the podium, how long will that finger live? How long without any ice, without anything? 
Let me tell you what, if I leave that there, if I leave that there for days or come on, if I 
leave that finger there a week, it's going to be worthless. The doctor can't put it back on. 
The doctor can't reattach it to the body, bless God. 

You're a member of the body of Christ if you know him this morning if you have been 
born of God, you have been taught of God, and we as God's people need to bind together 
and exhort one another, lift one another up, teach one another, disciple to one another. 
You older men need to be talking to these younger men. You older ladies need to be 
talking to these younger ladies. We need to hold fast and hold firm and exhort one 
another. That's what the body does, it works together. When that finger has been 
separated and it's severed and it's laying there, it can't function on its own. It cannot 
function on its own. 

I've got news for you this morning: Christ cannot deny himself nor will he. He won't and 
if he's in you and you're in him this morning, bless God, let him work. Let him work. 
You've got to kill, mortify, crucify, that unholy trinity inside of each and every one of us. 
Yes, even your pastor this morning. Me, myself and I, let's get rid of it. Let's let God do 
what God wants to do in our lives. He doesn't want to give you just pomegranates and 
dates and figs and grapes. He's got an eternal home waiting for you. The riches of his 
glory are so vast Paul couldn't even describe them, he just said, "Riches in heavenly 
places. In all the heavenlies," Paul said. 

That's how much God has got for you this morning but you've got to trust him. You've 
got to go all the way. Not to keep it, not so you don't lose it but that's how you know if 
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you've truly got it, you will persevere. Hold fast. Don't look back. Exhort one another. 
Take heed to these things that you've heard lest at any time you let them slip. This for us 
today, this is you today. This is me today. This is every person in the body of Christ. 
They need to study this. They need to know this. 

He said take heed to these things that I have given unto you because the potential 
characteristics of the generation, this generation of Israel, that missed God's promised 
rest. Are you going to miss the rest? If you're in him this morning, do you know you have
rest already? But do you have that eternal rest yet? Are you going to experience that? 
Because they doubted God, the children of Israel doubted God. They said, "Let us go 
back. Let us go back to the way it was. Let us go back down to Egypt. Let us go back to 
where we had to pump water in from the Nile. Let us go back where Pharaoh took the 
straw away from us and we had to grow it all ourselves and then make the bricks. Let us 
go back to where we have to labor and sweat and toil and never get any rest, where 
Pharaoh gets angry with us, he can just whip us and beat us and kill us." That's not a 
loving master. 

What is there to go back to? Why do you even doubt this morning? Hey, ask yourself 
this: has God ever failed you? Has there ever been a problem in your life that God has not
gotten you out of? Why, no, because you're here right now. You say, "Well, I'm going 
through one right now." Just hold on and hold fast. Hold fast. A better day is coming. A 
better day is coming. It might not even be down here on earth. You might not see 
anymore straw. You might have to continue making those bricks on your own, bless God,
but God said, "Look, I'll never leave you. I'll never forsake you but I'll go with you 
always, even until the end of the world. Just hold fast. Don't go back because there is 
nothing in this world to go back to." Let's not doubt him.

Some have experienced the blessings from being around God's people. They're not saved.
They're not a bit more saved than the man in the moon. Sometimes they can get a little 
emotional, maybe a song kind of stirs them up a little bit, maybe a sermon that is 
preached might stir them up a little bit. They've experienced those things just like 10 of 
those 12 men did. Some have even walked through the promises of God because they 
associate themselves with godly people. They come to church. They hang around good 
people and when that good person gets blessed, why, a little bit of it spills out and gets on
them just like 10 of those 12 people. Some have even come to church and went as far as 
to being convinced but not yet fully committed, not yet regenerated, not yet having total 
faith in Christ. Oh, they get to eat of the pomegranates every now and then, they get to 
sample the grapes, they even get to eat the figs and the dates of the Promised Land, get to
drink a little milk and honey from time to time. Why? Because they've associated 
themselves with godly people.

Folks, this is not a passage, chapter 3 and chapter 4, God is not talking to the sinner, the 
harlot out on the street, the prostitute, the drug dealer, the drug abuser. He's talking to 
people that are sitting in the sanctuary and he says, "Take heed. Take heed to these things
that you've heard lest at any time you let them slip, for how shall you escape if you 
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neglect so great a salvation?" For you know, you know this morning that you are made a 
partaker of Christ if you hold fast to the end. If you hold fast to the end. 

You're wondering what it's going to look like, read Hebrews 11. That's what it's there for.
Were those men perfect? No. Are you going to be perfect? No. Will you sin? Yes. You 
say, "I do not. I beg to differ." He who says he hath no sin is a liar and the truth is not in 
him, bless God. If you had an evil thought today, you've sinned. If you broke the speed 
limit coming to Sunday school or church this morning, you have violated the laws of man
that God said you must obey if they do not contradict my laws. Thus you have sinned and
let me tell you what: if you're guilty of one, you're guilty of them all. All 613 laws in the 
Old Testament. You have been convicted. You have been tried and the Judge has 
pronounced guilt. But he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin so that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. Jesus said, "Trust in me." 

And let us go up at once for we are well able. Don't look back because there's nothing to 
go back to. Jesus said, "I have done away with the sacrifices because I am the sacrifice." 
Jesus said, "I've done away with the temple because you now are my temple." Jesus said, 
"I've done away with the Levitical priesthood because," he said, "I am the great High 
Priest that liveth forevermore." Jesus said, "Listen to me. Trust in me today." He's saying,
"Harden not your heart in unbelief but be saved and trust in the Lord." 

Don't go back. That does not mean you lost it, that means you never had it to start with. 
So then that puts us on very dangerous ground because of that first warning: take heed to 
these things which you have heard lest at any time you let them slip. For how shall we 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation? Trust God. Commit to him and let us go up at 
once.

Now I'm going to read. This is what I'm going to do, I'm going to read verses 7 down to 
13 and close and we're going to have to come back and finish this. There is no way I 
can...folks, I'm only on page 7 of a 14 page outline. There is no way I can finish this 
today. There is too much in here that God is trying to show us.

Let's read our text. Let's read the entire chapter 3 down to verse 13. "Wherefore, holy 
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling." I'm holy. He says I'm holy. Why? Because of
his imputed righteousness that he's given me. 

He said I've been made a partaker of the heavenly calling, "consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus." Consider him this morning. Don't consider Egypt, 
consider what he's done for you because if you truly believe what he's done for you, my 
friends, that will change your life. That will change the way you walk. That will change 
the way you talk. That will change the way you act.

Verse 2, "Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all 
his house. For this man," this man, notice "man" is added because Jesus is the perfect 
God-man. Christ, "was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who 
hath builded the house hath more honour than the house." Verse 4, "For every house is 
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builded by some man; but he that built all things is God. And Moses verily was faithful in
all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after."
Do you remember what I told you last week? Moses was the messenger but Jesus was the
message. Deuteronomy 18, Moses spoke of Christ.

Verse 6, "But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we." Uh-oh. Has 
everybody seen the whole stage or have you just been watching a couple of actors on the 
stage or have you been able to see the whole picture? Going all the way over here to 
Egypt, coming over here to Kadesh-Barnea, coming over here to the wilderness, going 
over into the Promised Land all the way up to the death, the burial and the resurrection 
and what Christ has done and the promises that he has given and now the book of 
Hebrews. Have you see the whole stage? Now you understand the context, don't you? 
Now you understand who the writer is dealing with. He's not dealing with sinners in the 
sense that they're vile and wicked and immoral and corrupt out on the street. He's dealing 
with the sinners in the church house that profess Christ but they don't possess Christ.

"But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end." Verse 7, we'll read down to 
verse 13 and then we'll stop. "Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear 
his voice." Today if you will hear his voice. What does it say? "Harden not your hearts, 
as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with 
that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my 
ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But 
exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin."

Do you see what he's saying here? He's saying there's nothing to go back to and you'd 
better be careful, you'd better be careful. You go back out and do the things that you 
know you're not supposed to do, you'd better be careful. Why would you even want to 
anyway? If sin offends the holy God of heaven who is holy, holy, holy, and now you 
claim to have Christ living in you and he said you are holy brethren, made partakers of 
the heavenly calling, if that sin offends God and now Christ is living in you, why would 
that sin not offend you? For if any man be in Christ, he's a new creature. Old things are 
passed away and, behold, all things have become new. Do not go back. There is nothing 
to go back to.

Let us bow our heads.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you for your grace and your 
mercy and your lovingkindness, your immutability and your faithfulness and your 
trustworthiness, Lord, that we know that there is nothing to go back to. We know, God, 
that you have made a way whereby that whosoever is athirst may come and drink of that 
water of life freely. Lord, you are sovereign. You are in complete control. But God, we 
know and understand that we still have a responsibility to believe and to repent and let 

Page 12 of 13



the word and the Gospel and the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus work in us. Help us, 
Lord, to mortify our flesh. Those that need to place full trust in you, may today be the 
day, Lord, that you grant them the grace and the measure of faith to do that so that they 
may know beyond a shadow of a doubt that there is nothing to go back to, so that they 
will endure and press toward the prize of the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus. 
For it is for your honor and for your glory, Lord, you save those whom you save, you 
keep those whom you've saved for your glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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