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So go ahead and open your Bibles to Hebrews 3. This is, I guess this would be the second
half of the morning message where we're going to pick up where we left off this morning.
We've been dealing with the context in Hebrews 3 and if you were not here this morning, 
you need to understand that you cannot understand the book of Hebrews 3 and 4, the rest 
that God is bringing in for the saints of God unless you understand the picture that he's 
given us through the children of Israel in the book of Numbers 13 and 14. We have 
Moses who right down in Kadesh-Barnea, they were 11 days away from entering into the 
Promised Land, he was told to take 12 spies and send 12 spies over into Canaan land to 
scope out the land. These 12 men went over into Canaan from Kadesh-Barnea and they 
scoped out the land and they were gone for how many days? Forty days. Isn't that 
amazing? Because they doubted, God said a year for a day that you doubted me. They 
wandered for 40 years. That was part of their punishment for provoking God and God 
swore in his wrath that those that did not believe would not enter into his rest.

Chapter 3 begins building the context for God's rest. Those spies, they took of the fruit of 
the land. They got to walk across the land. They got to experience the blessings in the 
Promised Land for 40 days, not permanently but for 40 days. They were around God's 
people and they came back with the pomegranates and the figs and the cluster of grapes 
that they took and they cut off a vine and the cluster was so big that two men had to carry
it back. A cluster of grapes, folks. Everything God said it would be plus a whole lot more.
Just like the queen of Sheba over in 1 Kings, when she had heard about Solomon's 
kingdom and it came back and the report came to her and she went to Solomon and she 
said, "It's everything they said it was." But the half has not yet been told. That is our rest. 
That is our eternal home, through and by the person of Christ and his finished work and 
true faith and repentance in him and him alone. My friends, I'm here to tell you tonight: 
don't look back. There is nothing to go back to because Jesus is better than and the half 
has not yet been told.

Let's read our text tonight in Hebrews 3. Let's read down to verse 13. Hebrews 3:1, 
"Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; Who was faithful to him that appointed him." 
Notice it says who was faithful to him, which is God the Father, that appointed him, 
which is Christ Jesus. Christ was faithful to the Father. "As also Moses was faithful in all 
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his house," verse 3. "For this man," that man there is Christ Jesus in verse 3, "For this 
man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the
house hath more honour than the house. For every house is builded by some man; but he 
that built all things is God. And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, 
for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after," Notice Moses was the 
messenger but Christ was the message. Verse 6, "But Christ as a son over his own house; 
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end." 

Now I need to stop here at the end of this parenthetical of the first paragraph and tell you 
that verse does not teach that you can lose your salvation. That verse teaches you that if 
you are in Christ, you will hold firm until the end. Why? Because that's what God has 
purposed and planned for your life. What did he say? "For by grace are you saved 
through faith, that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man 
should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." You say, "What does that 
mean, preacher?" Well, let me break it down for you. Your good works, your good deeds,
everything that you're doing right now to honor and glorify God, God foreordained those 
from the foundation of the world. That's exactly what Ephesians 2:10 says. You are what 
you are tonight by the grace of God.

Now let's continue with verse 7, "Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will 
hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty 
years." A day for a year. There were over there for 40 days and because they tested and 
they provoked God to wrath and provoked God to anger, he said, "I swear in my wrath, 
you shall not enter into my rest." Why? Because this is why, "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life." There were two that believed, there were 10 that doubted. There 
were 10 that never entered into his rest. There were two that did. God said of all of the 
men, the 600,000 that was numbered, only two will get to go into the Promised Land. 
Now does that mean that was the only two that were saved? That's above my pay grade. 
I'm not going to pronounce that kind of judgment because we know, we know that Moses
entered in. We know that Miriam is called a prophetess. We know that God ordained 
Aaron to be the high priest, and oh, by the way, he's the one that made the golden calf. 
How could God ordain him to be the high priest and yet him still be the one to make the 
golden calf? Because God is in charge, amen, and we're not to question God. We're not to
point fingers and say, "Well, that one's lost and that one's saved and that may get in and 
that one didn't." That's for God. That's why he's God and we're men, alright?

"When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I 
was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they 
have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.  
Take heed, brethren," this is where we left off this morning with verses 12 and 13. Listen 
to me tonight. This is your admonition. This is your exhortation tonight. "Take heed, 
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 
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God." Why? If you depart from the living God, oh my goodness, what does that mean? 
Does that mean you've lost your salvation? No, that means you never had it to start with. 
We're going to get to that tonight.

Verse 13, "But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." We need to work together. We need to exhort 
one another. We need to lift one another up. Galatians 6:2 says, "Bear ye one another's 
burdens." Bear ye one another's burdens. When you see someone hurting, when you see 
someone that needs prayer, when you see someone that is in pain, bear ye one another's 
burdens. Help exhort one another. Help lift one another up because we're all one body, of 
one faith, of one Lord, of one baptism, and we're all in this together. What is that old tv 
show that used to be on, the old game show? "The Weakest Link." Did you know that a 
group of people is only as strong as their weakest link. That's the way it was in the 
military. You'd have a firing team, you had a squad, you had a platoon that all worked 
together, that did things together. You are only as strong as your weakest link so what are
we to do as children of the living God but exhort one another daily while it is called today
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

Now for our text tonight. Let's understand something before we read the final part of this 
chapter. This is a command to take heed. Notice what he said there in verse 12, "Take 
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief." There are people – 
listen to me – there are people in churches that are filled across America today, sitting in 
the pews, singing the songs, praying the prayers, men behind the pulpits preaching what 
they call the Gospel but it is a perversion of the Gospel just like those 10 that came down 
up out of Kadesh-Barnea. They say they believe, they have a profession, but they do not 
have a possession because the Lord of glory under divine inspiration to the Apostle Paul 
said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new." This is a command for each one of us 
to take heed. It is given to those that have the same potential characteristics as the 
generation that came up out of Kadesh-Barnea that missed the rest and God said, 
"Because I swear in my wrath, because of their unbelief, they shall not enter into my 
rest." The Promised Land was a picture of God's eternal rest in glory and that is used as 
an illustration by the writers of Hebrews here that's saying, "Do not turn back but 
persevere to the end because Christ is greater than." 

Don't let's not just be convinced tonight, bless God, let's be committed because like I told 
you in the Romans class, I'm going to give you the answer tonight. We're not even going 
to wait until Wednesday night. Can you be a believer and not be a disciple? No, you 
can't. No, you can't. If you're saved by the grace of God and you say you believe, then 
you are his disciple. He said, "Why call you me, Lord, Lord, and you do not the things I 
command you? What greater love hath a man than this, that he would lay down his life 
for his friends?" Well, that's a good verse, isn't it? But you don't like the next verse, do 
you, "You are my friends if you do whatsoever I command you." Do you know what that 
verse tells me, those two verses? I'm going to say it. Amen. He died for his friends. 
"What greater love hath a man than this, that he would lay down his life for his friends? 
You are my friends if you do whatsoever I command you."
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He bought something through and by the work of the cross. He redeemed something 
through and by the work of the cross. He accomplished something through and by the 
work of the cross. He never rolled the dice. No, he never rolled the dice and said, 
"Alright, we're going to make a way. We're going to give everybody a chance and make a
way." No, sir. He said, "It is finished, Father. Paid in full. And you are my friends if you 
do whatsoever I have commanded you."

This is for us today. This is for you. This is for me. Yes, even your pastor, because we 
have always throughout our lives, we have been swayed by the different teachings and 
the different doctrines of people's man-centered theology where they want to pat 
themselves on the back and make it about them, not make it about the sovereignty of 
God. I cannot understand why people cannot see this; why they can't understand that God
is sovereign. God is in complete control. He is the Creator. Cannot the Creator do 
whatsoever he wills with his creation? Amen, bless God. He's in charge of this tonight. 
Ain't none of you got elected on his cabinet. Ain't none of you been put in his Senate or 
in his Congress because God does not need advisers. He is God. He is in complete 
control, bless God, and he's planned all of this from start to finish but we have been 
swayed by our man-centered ideas, our man-centered theology about God.

You know, there are certain people that have a problem with the way I believe and I catch
flack for it all the time. Do you know what they say to me? "How can you make man so 
low and how can you make God so high?" I've actually been asked that question, "Why 
do you want to lift him up so high and put us down so low?" Because that's what the Holy
Spirit says we are. We're worms. We're wicked. We're depraved and without the grace of 
God, we are nothing, amen? It pleased God to save those who he wills, bless God. As he 
told Moses in Romans 9:15 he said, "I will be gracious unto whom I will be gracious. I 
will show mercy unto whom I will show mercy." Bless God, and if he showed you mercy
tonight, let's praise his holy name because he is the author and the finisher of our faith. 
He's the reason we believe tonight. He's the reason through the eye of faith we have seen 
Christ and what Christ has done for us. He is the reason that we press toward the prize, 
the mark of the high calling. God and God alone. "Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling for it is God who willeth and worketh in you to do his good pleasure." You
will hear them quote the first part of that but they won't quote the second part. God 
working in me? Now think, I didn't put that silver in the mind, God put it there, but I'm 
the old miner and I go down and I dig the silver up and I bring it to the surface so 
everybody can see what God has done for me.

Let's take heed because some have experienced the blessings from being around God's 
people, like 10 of the 12. Some may have walked through the promises of God because 
they associate themselves with God's people. They come to church. They sing in the 
choir. They pray the prayers. They listen to the preacher like 10 of the 12 spies. Some 
maybe even have tasted of the pomegranates. They may have eaten of the figs. They may 
have carried the grapes back and said, "Look at what the Lord has done for us," like 10 of
the 12 spies. 
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Yet I say unto you, you ought to give the more earnest heed to these things which you 
have heard, lest at any time you should let them slip. Trust God. Commit to God. Don't 
just be convinced tonight but leave here tonight totally committed. Be like the Apostle 
Paul, totally sold out to Christ as a bondservant, as a bondslave, and totally sold out to the
Gospel for it is the power of God unto salvation to whosoever believeth, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. Then you can rear back and crow like a banty rooster by the grace 
of God and say, "Let us go up at once for God is with us."

Who will enter into his rest? Who will enter into the Promised Land of heaven that God 
has purposed for us? Those who hold fast unto the end. You say, "Preacher, you're  
preaching a works salvation." No. No, sir, I ain't because God has already planned this 
thing out and he said if you are saved by the grace of God, your name was enrolled in the 
Lamb's book of life from the foundation of the world and it is God who willeth and 
worketh in you to do his good pleasure. It's by God's grace we are here tonight. It's by 
God's grace, Sister Verna can stand to her feet and praise the one true sovereign God. It's 
by God's grace, Sister Donna and Marianne can sing and play and praise God because 
unless God did the work of grace, ain't no one of us would have the desire to do that. 
What does Jeremiah say? Can a leopard change his spots? Can an Ethiopian change the 
color of his skin? Then who are you to think that you can do good who are accustomed to
do evil? Why? Because there is none righteous, no not one. There is none that seeketh 
after God. There is none that doeth good. Isaiah said, "All we like sheep have gone 
astray. Every one to his own way." The book of Judges says, "Every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.." Let us take heed to these things which we have heard for the 
due recompense of rewards spoken of by the prophets and by the angels, they have their 
just reward, but how much more will not God hold you accountable for the very words of
Christ? For the very life of Christ? For the very blood of Christ? And for the very death 
of his only begotten Son? How much more will not God hold you accountable if you 
know these things? 

There is your introduction. Now let's read our text. Verse 14,

14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end; 15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 16 For some, 
when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt 
by Moses.

Not all of them provoked, some of them truly believed. Verse 17,

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that 
had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom sware 
he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 19
So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

Harden, the second warning. If you are writing these down, if you are keeping track, 
what's the first warning? Hebrews 2, "Take heed to these things which you have heard, 
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lest you let them slip." The first warning. What's the second warning? Harden not your 
heart in unbelief or you miss the rest, you miss the rest that God has promised.

Now, does this mean that they lost their salvation? Well, let's turn somewhere. Let's go to
1 John 2. Keep your place marked in Hebrews 3. Let's go to 1 John 2. I don't want to take
anything away from Brother Adam because this is actually his next text that he's going to 
preach on out of the first epistle of John, but 1 John 2, alright? Let's let God be God. Let's
trust him. Let's take the Scripture in its proper context and let's interpret it the way God 
intended not for us but for the original readers. 

Look at 1 John 2:18. This is the Apostle John writing under divine inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. As a matter of fact, this is the first letter he ever wrote. Did you know that? He 
wrote 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, then he wrote the Gospel and then he wrote the book of 
Revelation. Let's read chapter 2, verse 18, "Little children, it is the last time: and as ye 
have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we 
know that it is the last time." Let's stop right here. Look up here at me just a second. 
There are two words for antichrist used there, the first one is the definite article, that 
antichrist. Now, who is that antichrist? Well, I don't know but he is referred to as the son 
of perdition. He is referred to as the son of perdition and, bless God, I'm just going to tell 
you something tonight. You could disagree with me if you want to: I'll never get to meet 
the man. I'll never get to see him until it's the Great White Throne Judgment and then I'll 
see him. But I'll never get to see him down here on earth. Do you know why? Because 
before he is revealed, I'm going to be taken up to glory. I'm not looking for a hole in the 
ground, I'm looking for hole in the sky, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout in the voice of the archangel and the trump of God and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first, then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up. So shall we ever be
what the Lord in the air." 

Then if you flip over to 2 Thessalonians, that's in 1 Thessalonians 4. He talked about the 
promises of his coming and the looking forward to the second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ or the rapture or the taking up of the church by the Lord Jesus Christ, and then if 
you go to 2 Thessalonians 2, the church is gone, the antichrist is revealed but not until, 
"not until he who now letteth will let until he be taken out of the way and then that 
wicked one shall be revealed, that man of sin, the son of perdition, whom shall be 
destroyed by the brightness of his coming." That's my God, the same God that made 
Sister Verna to walk. The same God that heals. The same God that raises from the dead. 
The same God is going to victoriously, graciously and gloriously redeem me from this 
earth, glorify my body where it is impossible for me to sin, it is impossible for me to even
have an evil thought. Why? Because I have been bought with a price and I have been 
justified by faith and, bless God, I believe. 

Let us go up at once. Let us take heed to these things lest we let them slip at any time. Let
us go up at once for God is with us. "Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have 
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists." That first one is 
the definite article. That second one is anyone who opposes Christ, anyone who is not 
saved. You can't have two Masters tonight. If the Lord is not your master, then do you 
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know what you are? The Bible calls you an antichrist because you are against Christ. 
"You are either for me or against me," he said. "Choose you this day whom you will 
serve." Let us go up at once. 

"Whereby we know that it is the last time." Verse 19, who are these antichrists that are 
among us? "They went out from us." Let's stop right there. Who is John writing to? The 
elect of God. He said there are antichrists that went out from us. They were in the pews. 
They went down to Kadesh-Barnea, they got the grapes, they got to walk across the land, 
they got blessed by God for 40 days, they came back and ate the figs and the 
pomegranates and then they died and they left, they got up and walked out the door. 

"They went out from us, but they were not of us." What does that mean? Did they lose it?
No, they never had it to start with.

"They were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued 
with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 
But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things." Why? Because 
Brother Doug isn't your teacher. Bless God, if you have been born of God, God the Holy 
Spirit is your teacher tonight. The word of Christ, Jesus Christ to and by the person of the
Trinity, God the Holy Spirit is living inside of you. You have been bought with a price. 
You are not your own. You are sealed until the day of redemption and you will not go 
back to Egypt. You might stumble and fall. You might even sit down and quit a while, 
but bless God, once that rod by the Shepherd starts poking you real hard, you'll get up 
then. You'll get up then because Jesus said, "All that the Father hath given me will come 
to me and he that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out," John 6:37. But he said in 
John 6:39, "And this is the will of the Father who has sent me, that of all the Father hath 
given me, I should lose nothing but that I should raise it up again at the last day." Not all 
people in the pews are what they say they are, just like down in Kadesh-Barnea. Paul tells
us in Romans, "Not all Israel is Israel." 

"Some went out from us, but they were not all of us." So where does that leave us? Verse 
14 of Hebrews 3, "For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end." Now here is your message. I'm going to skip some of 
this. I'm going to give you my 3 points. Here's your message. What does it mean to be 
made a partaker of Christ? If you're a partaker of Christ, you will hold fast from the 
beginning of our confidence steadfast and you will hold fast until the end. Do you know 
what that means? That means these 3 things right here: that means you'll take heed; 2. 
that means you'll hold fast; and 3. that means you will harden not your heart in unbelief 
because you will believe in the one true living God. This is your message. This is our 
application for today, just like it could have been the application for those down in 
Kadesh-Barnea.

You see, that Lamb, listen, I'm going to go somewhere and get in trouble. You know that 
little lamb that was slain on not the day of atonement, we're talking the Passover, the first 
Passover down in Egypt, choose you a lamb, keep it up for 4 days. Keep it up for 4 days 
and on the night of the fifteenth or on the day of the fifteenth, what were they to do with 
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that lamb? Kill it. I want you to imagine, T. Tom is an old Hebrew down in Egypt, down 
in the land of Goshen. Oh, he's just seen 9 plagues come through. Oh, it hailed and there 
was fire and lice and locusts and fleas and frogs and everything. It didn't bother T. Tom 
none even though T. Tom may not have truly believed but he was around people who did 
believe. That common grace just flowed out. You see, when it rains for you, it rains for 
that old sinner down the road too, doesn't it? When God waters your garden, he's 
watering his garden too. Listen to me, God told you to take a lamb and kill it by the 
mouth of Moses. You take that lamb and you kill that lamb and you put that blood up on 
the door and over the top of the door and God said about midnight, "I will pass through 
the land of Egypt." Let me tell you what: God redeemed a group of people out of the 
children of Israel by the blood of that lamb, every one that believed what that lamb 
represented. Now what did that lamb represent? The Lamb of God that was slain from the
foundation of the world. There may have been some that really believed that, "Oh, this is 
pointing to our Redeemer. Our Redeemer is not Moses because Moses speaks of one who
will come." Moses talked to the Redeemer out of the burning bush and he says, "I am." 
Oh, I know that that's what this lamb represents just like the day of atonement, bless God.
When they brought that sacrifice there, folks, it's not the sacrifice but it's the faith in what
that sacrifice represented and if they did not truly believe in that, all they got was 
common grace, common grace, and they were delivered with the rest of the remnant. 

But now we have them down in the land of the wilderness. They have been delivered 
from Egypt and he said that is a picture of Christ and what Christ would do, and you 
know you are his, you know you have been made a partaker of Christ if you hold fast the 
beginning of our confidence steadfast until the end. But what does it mean to be a 
partaker? Well, I'm going to break it down for you. I've got 3 quick points. That's why I 
couldn't preach all this this morning. This is what it means to be a partaker of Christ. 1. 
There are 3 phases to being a partaker of Christ: his past work, his present work, and his 
future work. If you are not a partaker of his past work, you will not be fulfilling his 
present work. If you are not fulfilling his present work, you can't lay hold claims of his 
past work. Therefore if you can't lay hold of his past work, you have no hope for his 
future work. Am I bringing home to anybody tonight? 

Take heed to these things that you've heard, lest at any time you let them slip. How shall 
you escape if you neglect so great a salvation? Harden not your hearts in unbelief lest you
miss the rest. 1. A partaker of Christ's past work. You say, "What is that, preacher?" That 
is his finished work on the cross. That's what all those sacrifices in the Old Testament 
represented, the one who would come and do away with the sacrifices; the one who 
would come to save his people from their sin; the one who God said, God the Holy Spirit 
to Isaiah the prophet, "My righteous servant shall bear the iniquities of me." His past 
work, his finished work on the cross, the imputation of your sin upon the sin bearer, the 
substitute, the perfect Lamb of God, the only one that could appease the wrath of a 
sovereign, just and holy God.

I know we sung that song tonight, "There is power in the blood," but you need to 
understand something: it took more than just the blood, it took the death of the sacrifice. 
It took the death of the substitute for the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is 
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eternal life. That's the past work of Christ. Bless God, he paid my price. He bought me 
off of the slave market of sin, not just through and by the blood but through and by his 
death because the wages of sin is death. Jesus died in my stead so that I would not have to
experience the second death, "For if you believe on me, you're passed from death unto 
life and you shall not come into condemnation." The past work of Christ, his death, his 
burial, his resurrection, coming unto Christ for his righteousness, not my good works, not
my deeds, not my pomegranates, not my dates, not my figs, not my grapes, but the 
blessings of God through and by his grace because of faith and faith in him and him 
alone.

Ephesians 2:8 and 9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works." Not of works. Not of works. Why can't we see that 
today? Do you know why? Because we want somebody to come up behind us and say, 
"Good job." That pride inside of us. "Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Open your Bibles to Romans 3, look at verse 25. This is what the Apostle Paul is saying. 
Let's go up to 23. Let's go up to Romans 3:23. He says, "For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God." What does 3:25 say? Whose righteousness is it? It's his 
righteousness. Not ours. Not what we can do.

Look at verse 26. Paul reiterates, "To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? It
is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law." Let's read on down to verse 
31, "Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 
uncircumcision through faith." Paul says in verse 31 of Romans 3, "Do we then make 
void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law." Why call ye me Lord, 
Lord and do not the things which I command you? What greater love hath a man than 
this, that he will lay down his life for his friends? You are my friends if you do 
whatsoever I command you. 

Being a partaker of Christ, his past work, that leads us into number 2: his present work. 
The second application. Do we make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law. But how do we establish it? How do we serve God and know that we 
have been made a partaker of Christ? We take heed, we hold fast and we harden not our 
hearts in unbelief.

Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:14. The Apostle Paul says this. This is what it means to be a 
partaker of Christ, being a partaker of his present work. What's first work? What's past 
work? One word, it starts with a big J, justification. What is present work? Sanctification.
Now let's read verse 14 of 2 Corinthians 5, "For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for 
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all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves." He died for you so 
that you don't live for yourself, you live for him, bless God. "Greater is he that is in you 
than he that is in the world." Are you in the world? Yes, you are in the world but you're 
not of the world.

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto him which died for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." I know 
your King Jim says creature but the actual words there in the original Greek manuscript is
creation. He is a new creation. Why? He has been born from above.

"A new creation: all things are passed away; behold, all things are become new," or are 
becoming, a present future tense. That means once it starts, it doesn't stop. Hold fast. 
Don't look back because there is nothing to go back to. This is Christ's present work of 
being a partaker of Christ.

Galatians 2:19 through 21 says this, "For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." Folks, if you say you believe that tonight 
and it hasn't changed your life, then all you're doing is rendering lipservice because if the 
love of Christ constrains you and you know for a fact that Christ died for you and now 
the life you live is not unto yourself but nevertheless it is Christ that lives in you, oh, that 
will change your life. God doesn't come in with a super swiffer, with a little old broom 
and a dust pan and clean up the house. No, the Holy Ghost bulldozer comes in and 
demolishes the old house and raises up a new house, for any man who be in Christ, he is 
a new creation. Paul went on to say in Ephesians, and I've quoted this for you in 
Ephesians 2:10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 

1. A partaker of Christ's past work: justification. 2. A partaker of Christ's present work: 
sanctification. And if God is not working in you, if that Holy Spirit is not molding you 
and shaping you, and if the word of God is not transforming you, then you have yet to 
experience his rest. Harden not your heart in unbelief but let Christ work in you so that 
you can lay hold of the claim of his past work by your actions of his present work so that 
you can have hope of his future work. And what is 3, being a partaker of Christ's future 
work? Turn to John 6. I've already quoted most of this tonight but we're going to read it. I
want you to see it. I want you to see it because there isn't one soul that came up out of 
Kadesh-Barnea, came up out of Egypt ever lost their salvation. Nobody did. There was a 
whole bunch of people that never had anything to start with. They doubted God. They 
provoked God to wrath and God swore in his wrath that they should not enter into his 
rest.

Look at John 6:37. Being a partaker of Christ's future work, these are the promises that 
Jesus spoke himself. John 6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me." Not 
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might. Did he say "might" there? Didn't he say he's going to try to save anybody? He said
"shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." Verse 38, "For I
came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." 
Well, what is the Father's will? What was the one commandment, the one main key 
commandment that the Father gave his Son? To lay down his life for his sheep. He said, 
"I have power to lay it down and I have power to take it up again. For this cause, the 
Father loveth me." Not the Son, but the man, the man Christ Jesus.

Verse 38, "For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me." Verse 39, "And this is the Father's will which hath sent me." Now this is 
God's will, this is the Father's will, and what is the Father's will? "That of all which he 
hath given me I should lose nothing." "What does that mean, preacher? Does that mean 
those that came up out of Kadesh-Barnea that doubted and provoked God to wrath, does 
that mean they lost their salvation?" They couldn't have because God said he would lose 
nothing. He said he would lose nothing so what does that mean? That means they missed 
the rest. They hardened their heart in unbelief. They were never his to start with.

"I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day." Verse 40, "And this is 
the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. The Jews then 
murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread which came down from heaven. And 
they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is 
it then that he saith, I came down from heaven?" What did they do? They hardened their 
hearts, didn't they? They're about to miss the rest.

"And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 
how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? Jesus therefore answered and said 
unto them, Murmur not among yourselves." Oh, verse 44, "No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day." 
Verse 45, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me." You know 
that little paraphrase version that I say to you all, all those born of God will be taught of 
God? If you are born of God, you are taught of God and you will go to the Son. That's 
what Jesus said right here. Why? Through and by God's grace by the work of 
regeneration. 

Harden not your heart in unbelief. Don't just be convinced but let's be committed. Let us 
go up at once for God is with us. We want to be able to lay hold of the claims of his past 
work through and by our actions of our present work so that we may lay hold of his 
claims of his future work that he said, "I shall lose nothing." Don't go back. There is 
nothing to go back to. You won't get that kind of promise from any kind of church 
organization, any kind of club, any kind of sorority. You can only get that kind of 
promise from the sovereign God of all creation who laid down his life for you.

Now let's close this up. Let's bring all this to a close. Romans 8:28, Verna's verse here. 
My favorite verse in the Bible right here, Romans 8:28. I like 11:36 and 8:18 pretty good 
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too. Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good." Now what are  
we talking about? Look up here at me just a second. Let's summarize all this because I'm 
going to bring this to a very quick close, alright? Aren't you glad I didn't preach all this 
this morning? I only preached the first half this morning. The second half was longer than
the first half, wasn't it? 

Let's bring this to a close but let's review right quick. Hold fast until the end. Take heed 
lest you let these things slip. And how do you know that you have been made a partaker 
of Christ? Because if you have been made a partaker of Christ, you will hold fast because
Jesus said, "I will lose nothing. I will lose nothing." So those that don't hold fast, did he 
lose them? No, he never had them to start with. Are we starting to see the picture? "They 
were many that were among us that went out from us. They were not all of us for if they 
had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us, but they went out from us so
that they might be manifest that they were not of us, but you have an unction from the 
Holy One and you know all things." Why? All those born of God will be taught of God. 
You know all things. You know all you need to know right now and as God reveals it to 
you and as God gives you more illumination of his divine revelation, you'll know even 
more but you know exactly what you need to know up to this point. You say, "Well, I 
don't understand election." I don't either. You say, "I don't understand predestination." I 
don't either, bless God, but I trust God and should not the God of the earth do right? 
Amen? Shall he not do right? He's God, I'm man. I've just got to trust in my Maker. I've 
got to trust in my Creator.

So in order to be able to lay hold of the future, you've got to have participated in the past 
and that's only evident through your actions in the present. That's how you are made to 
know if you are made a partaker of Christ, and if you hold fast until the end, hold fast 
until the end, bless God, you have that assurance of that hope and, bless God, you will be 
glorified. Past work: justification. Present work: sanctification. Future work: 
glorification. 

Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called." The called. Notice the word t-h-e is in front of that 
word "called." It's the definite article in the Greek. The called. Who is the called? All that
the Father gave him. "The called according to his purpose." 

Verse 29, this is where everybody just starts getting the heebie-jeebies all over. Verse 29, 
"For whom he did foreknow," and that foreknow is not him looking forward and having 
to learn and see what's going to happen in the future. That foreknowledge is a 
relationship, an intimate relationship. Adam knew his wife and she conceived and bore a 
son. That's the kind of knowledge. That's the kind, that intimacy, that he said, "I have 
loved you with an everlasting love," and he has loved me – oh, my goodness, if he loved 
me with an everlasting love, when did that start? When did everlasting start? Long before
I was born. Long before he said, "Let there be light. For Jacob have I loved, Esau have I 
hated." And he loved Jacob the same way he loved me, with an everlasting love. Why? 
Because of foreknowledge.
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"For whom he did foreknow," that's choosing to love. That's election. Election and 
predestination are 2 different animals. Do not get them crisscrossed tonight. Don't get 
them confused. God has only predestinated the elect because all men were condemned to 
hell because they believed not. Jesus said, "I come not into the world to condemn the 
world because the world is condemned already." Why? Because of unbelief. They 
already hardened their hearts. So do not get election and predestination confused because 
foreknowledge is election, choosing to love.

"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate," he predetermined their final 
destination and what is it? "To be conformed to the image of his Son." That's the present 
work right there. That's being wrought in you the transforming of your mind and body, 
renewing all of those things to be more and more Christlike each day. Progressive 
sanctification so that you can be made to know that you participated in the past work of 
Christ and you have the glorious hope of the future work of Christ. You know that by the 
present work of Christ in your life.

"Predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called." Now 
that's a different word "called" in verse 30 than in verse 28. That's not electon, that word 
"called" is to be drawn, to be called by his effectual grace.

"Them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us?" 

Let me ask you tonight: what is there to go back to? What is there to go back to when 
God has given us all these promises? He's saying, "Look, you've tasted of the 
pomegranate. Isn't it sweet? Isn't it good? You've tasted of the figs. You got to walk 
across the land with 2 of my chosen who had complete trust and confidence in me. You  
got to carry the grapes back and share it with your children. You got to taste of the sweet 
grapes from the mine. You got to see the blessed rivers and the lush valleys and the great 
mountains. You got to see up, through and by God's people all that I have said unto you." 

Do not harden your heart in unbelief and provoke God to wrath because if you do, you 
will miss the rest. Don't just be convinced but be committed. Be sold out for Jesus. Be 
sold out for your new Master and serve him as a bondslave and be sold out to the Gospel 
because it is through and by his Gospel, that's what brought you, that's what pricked your 
heart so the Holy Spirit could bring you into the light. Think of that. You have been made
a partaker of Christ, his past work and his future work, and how do you know that? 
Because you are holding fast onto his present work. Hold fast to the end. Persevere all the
way. There is nothing to go back to.

Let's bow our heads.
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