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If you would turn in your Bible to 1 Corinthians 1, we're going to be flipping back a little 
bit between Ephesians and Corinthians somewhat this morning, but you don't know how 
blessed you are this morning because you have a living, breathing example of one of the 
verses I’m going to focus on this morning here in 1 Corinthians, and I think you'll 
understand that in just a moment as I read it by way of introduction, although it is very 
integral to the whole message, I believe. In 1 Corinthians, down around starting around 
verse 18 through 26, 27, Paul is talking about how the world views the Gospel, the 
Gospel message, and they view it as foolishness, and man in his wisdom says, "This is a 
bunch of nonsense. How could you believe that the Creator of all would step down from 
heaven to become a man, to identify himself with humanity by taking on the form of a 
man, and then living this sinless life and going to a cross and bearing the sins of the 
world and rising again? And then if you have faith in him and his finished work, that 
you're right with God?" That's foolishness to the wise of the world, and so Paul touches 
on those things. 

He says here in verse 18, "For the preaching of the cross to them that perish is 
foolishness; but to them that are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent." Some think that they are wise and they think that the message of God and 
redemption is foolishness. How could any rational person believe that? Well, God will 
deal with them. We trust that as the Spirit speaks to those hearts that they will soften and 
that they will come to see that what they thought was foolishness really is the wisdom of 
God and that it's true.

But let's skip down to verse 26 because as Paul is talking about how the world views 
really the word of God, the message of God, the people of God, he says here, "For ye see 
your calling, brethren," that would be believers, right, brethren, your calling, "how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called." I want 
to stop right there for a moment. The Lord didn't say that there aren't any noble, aren't 
any wise, aren't any mighty, for we have all had the opportunity to know folks, believing 
folks, that we just stand in awe of because of their intellect, their ability to communicate 
the word of God, the things that they teach us and we go, "Wow." And I have one 
individual that I know and just any time that I get to speak with him one-on-one, I just 
feel so intimidated, not that he projects any airs, but I'm just like, "Oh man, he is so 
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smart." A dear brother in the Lord, and I just feel like so inadequate to converse with 
him. That's my problem not his. He does not project that in any way, it's just the way he 
is and, you know, you can't help it. So there are mighty, that are wise, there are people 
that we look up to, right, in such a way that, "Wow, they're pretty sharp."

But look at the next statement here and this is why I say that you have a living breathing 
example of what we're looking at this morning right here before you. It says, "But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that are." When you step into the pulpit, it is a humbling place 
to be. I'm sure Rob would give testimony to that, Pastor would give testimony to that. If 
ever you want to feel your weakness, if you get the opportunity, Stephen could tell you, 
you come up here, you're a living, breathing example of this verse.

"But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise." Do you 
know what the good thing about it is? Is that whenever you get the opportunity to speak 
God's word and you feel inadequate to the task, you can rest in the fact that the things that 
you say when you're focusing on this book, it's the word of God and you can speak it with 
authority because it doesn't come from you, it comes from God.

And God goes on to say in verse 29, that he has a very good purpose in this, "That no 
flesh should glory in his sight." When we open the word of God and we present truths, it's 
to bring all the glory to God and not to ourselves and so in our weakness which maybe 
makes our knees knock and our feet rattle, we can stand sure that that's okay. As a matter 
of fact, that's the best place to be because the power is of God and it's his word.

So as we step a little deeper into the message today, Rob said, "Well, what's the name of 
the message?" And I said, "God's Motley Crew." Maybe if you remember this from 
before, you've got a good memory. God's motley crew. As we look about here in our 
fellowship and some of you know I love to sit in the back, okay, I'm not the attendance 
taker but I love to sit in the back and I get to look out and it doesn't mean I'm not paying 
attention but I get look out and see who is here and it's a tremendous blessing for me to 
see who is here. I'm not taking attendance and saying, "Oh, you know, Bruce wasn't 
here." We don't do that, but what we do, what I do, is I look around and I say, "Lord, 
there is So-and-so, it's so good to see them." But as we look upon our fellowship, most of 
us here are just average folks, not possessed of any outstanding gifts or abilities or talents 
or high intellect, although there are some right here in our midst that if I would talk to 
them, I'm like, "Wow, they're on a different scale intellectually than I am," and that's fine, 
okay, that's fine. But as we look around, you know, what are we? We're not the world's 
first choice to accomplish much. Not many of us have ever been or will be on the cover 
of Time magazine as man or woman of the year or anything like that because, let's face it, 
we're average people with average gifts and abilities, but yet gifts given to us by God and 
we are going to look at that in a little bit.
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So as you look out, you know, I fix furniture for a living. That's exciting, right. Wow, I 
get to climb under another couch tomorrow. It's not a big deal but I'm thankful for the job 
God has given me. Don't take it wrong, but I'm a repair guy. I drive around in a van all 
day and I fix broken stuff. The reality of life is not many people are going to go, "Wow, 
there's the furniture repair guy! Look at him, he's great!" Hey, don't laugh because when 
you drive by they're not going to say, "Wow, there's John Colby and he fixes broken 
houses and that's great!" You know, most of us are just pretty average in what we do. 
We're not the world's first choice, but that's awesome because that puts us right in line 
with Scripture because he says, "Brethren, you see not many wise after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called." So God's motley crew, a ragtag band of misfit 
sinners, but by the grace of God now saints. Saints.

Turn with me, if you will, over to Ephesians 3. You might want to keep your finger in 1 
Corinthians because we will be flipping back there. But, you know, so God has chosen 
average people by and large. There are some that are way up here on the intellectual scale 
and God uses them in very specific ways, very wonderful ways. I mean, there are some 
preachers that I listen to on the radio who just articulate the word of God and I'm like, 
"Man, I wish I could have said that." So we've all had the pleasure of knowing 
individuals like that that God uses. So it doesn't say he doesn't choose any that are way up 
here, but by and large the church is made up of simple average people like you and me, 
and through those simple average people, God does some things, and one of the things 
that I believe that he does is I've found in Scripture, is that we display God's wisdom. The 
foolish things of the world, the base, the things that the world kind of counts, the people 
that the world kind of counts as not much, God says, "Hey, I use you to display my 
wisdom." 

Ephesians 3, and, oh, I'm in Ephesians 2 that's why they didn't look right. Ephesians 3:10 
and 11, just a couple of verses that I would like to read and share with us this morning. 
"To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." I would like us to dissect that just for a 
moment here. To the principalities and powers in heavenly places, the angelic beings, be 
they Satan's emissaries or the angels of God that are ministering spirits to the saints, God 
displays to them his wisdom through the church. Let that sink in for just a moment. 
Through the church, the church universal, the church locally, Collinsville Bible church, 
through you, through me, God displays, as the Scripture says, his manifold wisdom.

Have you ever met anybody who just seems to know so much about like everything? 
There just seems to be no topic that they don't have something intelligent to say? Their  
wisdom just goes beyond yours, beyond mine? Well, God's wisdom is infinitely more 
than that and it says here that the Scripture describes it as manifold, multifaceted. You 
know, when you got engaged, maybe you gave your bride a diamond. I didn't give my 
wife much of a diamond. But you know how the jeweler cuts that diamond and all those 
facets to try to display the beauty contained within. It's multifaceted and so there are 
many angles to that expertly cut diamond that displays the beauty of it, and God's 
wisdom is described here as manifold, multifaceted. 
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God's wisdom is really infinitely faceted. You can't exhaust God's wisdom. No matter 
what angle you look at it, there's more and there's more beauty to it, and he says that to 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places, that he displays that wisdom through 
you and I, through the church, through common ordinary people who have come to Christ 
in repentance and saving faith. God says, "I display my wisdom through you." And I 
think that to those principalities and powers, maybe there are things that they get to see 
that we don't fully understand and they, from that perspective, sit back and they have to 
say, "Wow, glory to God. Look what he's doing through this body of believers called the 
church." And they see his wisdom as he works in and through us. God's motley crew 
displays his wisdom. 

Then, next, we display his glory. Ephesians 3:21, Scripture says, "Unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." The church 
displays the glory of God. You display the glory of God. You, the average, you, the one 
that the world wouldn't choose to be this high position or that high position, they pass you 
by unnoticed. God says that if you are a child of God and you are a member of the body 
of Christ, that we are to display his wisdom, I mean, his glory. Now, we do that as we 
follow the Scriptures, right? We can live in a way that doesn't really display that glory. 
We can turn our back on the Scriptures and we're not fulfilling our calling here, but we 
are called to display the glory of God. Sort of think of it like this, I suppose: if you're an 
artist or some type of craftsman, and you produce something that's beautiful and people 
look at it and they are wowed by what you've done, and while they are wowed at this, 
they are kind of attributing some glory to you and, please, don't take it the wrong way 
that you're all proud and puffed up about that, God has enabled you, but they say, "Whoa, 
did you see the job that So-and-so did on this thing? That thing is awesome. Man, that 
person's got talent." So when the principalities and powers and the world looks at us, they 
might hate to admit it, but they have to say, "Whoa, did you see what God has done 
through the church? Glory to God. This is the work of God and glory to his name." And 
the amazing thing is, again, that God does that through us, but he does it as we conduct 
ourselves according to the word of God and it shows his glory because, let's face it, folks, 
it's not natural to follow after the principles of Scripture. But when we do, when we rise 
above our natural instincts and we implement the word of God in our lives and people see 
those changes, they have to acknowledge whether they want to or not, when they really 
stop and think about it, they have to attribute it to the work of God and glory to his name. 
Colossians 1:18 says, "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence."

So here in the church, this band of misfits, sinners and saints, we display God's wisdom, 
we also show forth his glory as we lift him up and give him the preeminence and do the 
things that he instructs us to do in the way that he instructs us to do them. So we, the 
weak, display his wisdom and reflect his glory. And as we've already pointed out, you 
know, the amazing thing is that we do that in our collective weakness. We look around 
and if we would do an honest assessment of ourselves and try not to pick on one another 
too much because we are supposed to build one another up, not tear one another down, 
but let's face it, we are weak. We are so prone, what is the song, the old hymn? "Prone to 
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leave the God I love." That's our natural inclination. We are weak, and God does all these 
wonderful things through the church in spite of our collective weakness. You know, 
when you get a bunch of weak people together, what do you have? A bunch of weak 
people, but God still chooses to work through us.

Back to the 1 Corinthians 1. We've already looked at this a little bit but just to reiterate 
some of the things here, when we look at our focus in a little bit more on our weakness, it 
says here in verse 26 through 28, once again, well, verse 27, "the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise." You know the old saying, you know, he's no rocket 
scientist? Okay? Most of us just average. The foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise. The weak things. We are weak. Base things. Again, not the world's first choice to 
do a lot of things. And why does God do that? He does it to bring to nought the things 
that are, that the wisdom of the world that thinks it's so great and rebels against God, God 
uses weak folks like you and I, weak, base, despised, redeemed sinners, to show forth his 
wisdom to shine for his glory.

1 Corinthians 6, you can turn there if you'd like. You don't have to. I'm just going to read 
a little bit of the description Paul gives of the Corinthian church. He says that, "You are 
fornicators, some of you, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers and extortioners," and he says, "of such were some of you." Paul gives 
a description of the makeup of the church at Corinth and he says, "Man, some of you 
were these things," and he reads off that list. Who would think that God would work 
through folks with that kind of a background? But God can do amazing things because, 
you see, the power is of God, it's not of the weak people that he chooses.

Paul goes on to say in verse 11 there in chapter 6, he says, "Some of you were all these 
things, or some of these things, but," he says, "but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." God 
says, "Yeah, you're a motley crew comprised of misfits and sinners, but," he says, "you 
are washed. You have been made clean by the blood of Christ. You're sanctified. You're 
separated unto me know now and now I can do wonderful things with you, through you. 
But you're justified. When I look at you, I don't see this laundry list of sins because my 
Son paid the price on the cross of Calvary. The slate is clean. You're washed in the name 
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit." So God puts together a motley crew that he calls his 
bride, the church. You know, at that great wedding day when the bride of Christ is 
presented to him, we'll be robed in white, not because we deserve it but because of Christ 
and his sacrifice, Christ washing our garments. It is an amazing thing when you think 
about it.

My mind started to go through Scripture a little bit and I began to think about some of the 
individuals in Scripture that God used to do great things and I comprised this little list 
and there are probably many more that you can think of. But Moses was a stuttering 
murderer, look what God did through him. David was an adulterous murderer but God 
says, "He's a man after my own heart." Jacob was a conniving schemer. Rahab was a 
harlot. Peter denied Christ. Thomas was a doubter. And Paul was a persecutor of the 
church and even a murderer. So God puts together a very, very motley crew to display his 
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wisdom and to reflect his glory because the power to do that doesn't lie within us, it lies 
within Christ. 

Folks, if you get nothing else, I want you to get this next section of the message because 
this is so, I think, vitally important and this is, to me, excitement upon excitement 
because if we get this, it's going to really help us as we relate to one another, how we 
look on one another, how we value one another. Turn over to Ephesians 4 and I'm going 
to read verses 1 through 16. Forgive me, I know the message is kind of long here but just 
stick with me because this, to me, is so exciting. Ephesians 4:1 through 16. I'm just going 
to read this. "I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that you walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith you are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ.  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is 
it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended is 
the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he 
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted 
by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."

That last verse is a mouthful; right after we read that, slow down a little bit. But, folks, I 
find this passage to be very, very exciting personally because we are a motley crew of 
individuals with our quirks, with our failings. Hey, I might even irritate some of you from 
time to time and you might irritate me as we get our eyes off of how we're supposed to 
look at one another. But when we set these things in order, when we look out at who is 
here, man, it just changes the way we view one another because as God has called out 
this motley crew to show his wisdom, to reflect his glory, those weak and basic elements 
of the world to confound the wise, he has given us gifts that enable us to do that. He has 
given us gifts. They don't come from in here. They don't come from our own strength. 
They don't come from our own wisdom. They come from God and it is so exciting and 
it's so vitally important, I think, that we get a hold of this because every one of you, if 
you are a believer in Jesus Christ, God has given you a gift, at least one, and he has given 
that gift so that you can help build up the body of Christ and, in turn, to reflect his glory, 
to display his wisdom. There is not one of you here today that if you are truly a child of 
God, that you are giftless.
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He says here, let me just see if I can find the right verses, down about verse 7, "But unto 
every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ." We all have 
received God's grace and in that we have been given gifts to edify the body of Christ and 
he goes and he talks about some of the specific offices of the church: evangelists, 
prophets, pastors, teachers. God has given these gifts that we might build one another up. 

We go down to verse 16, this is where it really gets exciting to me, "From whom the 
whole body," the whole body, "fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." The body is called to build itself 
up. If you're a believer in Christ, you're part of the body. You have been called to build 
me up. I've been called to build you up. And the exciting part of that is that if we look 
back in that verse, every joint, every member of the body of Christ, has something to 
offer in that respect. Let that be an encouragement to your heart this morning because, 
you know, sometimes you might sit down and you say, "Ah, I've got nothing to offer." 
Yes you do and that's based not on trying to make you feel good, that's based on the 
authority of the word of God. You know, I mean, sometimes we can say things and we're 
just trying to be kind. You know, your child comes home from school and they've got a 
paper and they drew a picture and they bring it up, "Daddy, daddy, look what I drew! 
Look what I drew!" "Honey, that's an awesome looking giraffe." "Daddy, that's an 
elephant." "Well, honey, I failed zoology class. You know, I really wasn't too good. I 
sometimes confuse giraffes and elephants. I have a hard time with that." You know, 
sometimes we say things and we're trying to make folks feel good, right? Okay? And 
you're looking at that picture and you're like, "I just found ET. Okay, maybe it's a 
giraffe." You take a guess. You say something and you're just trying to be kind, right? 
Folks, this morning I'm not trying to be kind to you, although hopefully it's kind, but I'm 
basing it on the word of God. You have something to give to the body of Christ. This isn't 
a feel-good message, this is a truth message. You have something to contribute to the 
body of Christ. Everyone.

When we get a hold of this truth, it will revolutionize the way we look at one another. I 
said to you before I love to sit in the back because I love to see who is here, you know, 
that may be something about me that irritates some. I'd ask you to give me grace. I love 
to see who is here because I can look out and I can thank the Lord, "Oh, So-and-so is here 
today. Thank you." And do you know what? And sometimes there are things that, ways 
that that individual or that family has touched my life or my family's life and I give God 
the glory because they're here and praise God. They are here and they're using their gifts 
to build me up, and I just like to do that by God's grace. That excites me. That's so cool. 
And sometimes, forgive us, but we look out and sometimes we might think that So-and-
so doesn't really offer much. We need to stop thinking like that immediately because they 
do. Maybe we need to encourage someone to discover what that gift is and to use it and 
to employ it. Maybe right at the moment, they're not actively using that gift but they have 
a gift. You have a gift. You have something to contribute to the body of Christ. I get 
excited about that, folks, I don't know whether you do. I don't hear anybody saying amen. 
I don't see a a lot of smiles. But if that doesn't excite you, oh boy, I don't know what to 
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do. I don't have to do anything, all I have to do is tell you what God's word says and let 
the Spirit of God take it to your heart. But you have something to offer. 

There's another Scripture and, forgive me, I forget exactly where it is, I think it's 1 
Corinthians 12, but God says that he has comprised the church as it has pleased him. I do 
want to turn there. Chapter 12, 1 Corinthians 12 and hopefully I can find the verses as it  
comes to mind. Again, this is just awesome. Let's see, chapter 12 and I think it's down 
around verse 18. Yeah, this is awesome. Again, if anything I've said so far doesn't excite 
you, this has to do it. Okay, this has to do it. "But now hath God set the members every 
one of them in the body." God has set the members every one in the body. Do you know 
if you're a member of the body of Christ and you're here this morning, you're a part of 
this fellowship, God has put you here. You're not here by accident. God has put you here. 

And then that last phrase, "as it has pleased him." So when we look out at one another, 
we need to have in mind that God has put me here. Think about that, okay? You're stuck 
with me. God has put me here and he has put you here. He has called us here. He has put 
us in his body as it has pleased him. Man, if that doesn't get your blood pumping. I'm not 
going to give up, I'm going to keep going. Okay? Because that needs to excite you. And it 
doesn't matter if you're young or if you're old, if you're a child of God, God has placed 
you in his body as it has pleased him; he has given you the gifts that he has given for you 
to employ to build up the body of Christ. So you have a responsibility. You have a job. I 
have a responsibility. I have a job. I have a ministry. I have a privilege. I have a privilege 
to help build up the body of Christ. And so when I sit there in the back sometimes and I 
look, it's awesome because I see God's wisdom.

As we look at one another like that, it will change our perspective on one another and, 
you know, maybe there are times when I need a shot in the arm to be lifted up and to 
employ my gift, and maybe the same for you. We need to put our arms around one 
another and try to encourage one another to do that. But everyone has a gift and I say it 
doesn't matter whether you're young or whether you're old. I look at some of the young 
people here and I'm like, "Whoa, look how God is working in their lives." And I look at 
some of the older folks, my age and beyond, and I say, "Lord, thank you for this one, for 
that one." But, you know, that's the perspective we need to have for each and every 
member and sometimes we may need to get to know folks a little bit better. We don't 
know each other all that well sometimes, we don't. We come to church, we spend a few 
hours a week here, and I live in Dracut, some live in Lowell, some live in Hudson; we're 
all busy and we don't get together as much as we would really like to. The more we get to 
know one another, the more we can be thankful for what God is doing, how he is 
displaying his wisdom through this motley crew, how this motley crew is reflecting his 
glory, and we do it in that collective weakness through the power of Christ, through the 
giftedness that he has given to every believer.

So if you're here today and, I don't know, maybe you think you don't have anything to 
offer, don't listen to that voice because you do. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, if you 
are a child of God, he has given you a gift. You're called to use that gift. You know, and 
when you get a hold of that, when you are convinced of God's calling, you can endure a 
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lot. It helps you, when you're convinced of your calling, when you're convinced of my 
calling, you know, it's going to help you put up with me. It's going to help you be long-
suffering and forbearing. But when you're sure of God's calling, you can endure a lot. 
Look at what the Apostle Paul endured because he was sure of his calling. God had given 
him something to do and he did it at any price so he paid a lot, humanly speaking, right? 
And he tells about that, you know, the times that he was ship wrecked and people hunting 
him, escaping out a window, I forget what city it was, was it Lystra, Derby, one of them; 
they've got to lower him down the window in a basket because the authorities are coming 
for him. 

Paul suffered a lot but when you're sure of God's calling on your life, you can endure 
many things and I'm going to share a little story here and sometimes I don't like to talk 
about personal things but I will in this case because this is sometimes what confidence in 
God's calling can do. You send your child off to college, a Christian college, it doesn't 
mean everything is going to be rosey, okay? Those of you who have been to Christian 
college, those of you who have sent your young people to Christian college, you kind of 
look at it like it's a safe haven. Not necessarily. Okay, there can be challenges, and my 
daughter will probably not like this but I'm going to share it. I'm not giving specifics but 
there was a time when she was having a hard time. You know, because you're on a 
Christian campus doesn't mean everybody is going to treat you well. So there were times 
when Jenny was away when there were some things going on that she was really 
struggling with and very discouraged about. Vicky and I had confidence that God had 
called her to that place just as God has called you to be a member here if you're here, 
okay? So just tie these things together. When you're convinced of God's calling on your 
life or the life of someone else, and my wife and I were convinced that God had called 
her. This wasn't like an option thing for us, in a way. This was, we felt that God had 
called her to be there, so I remember one phone conversation I had with Jenny as she was 
struggling with some of these things and I said, "Jen, God has called you to be there." 
What I'm about to say, please, don't take this the wrong way, but I said to her, "You walk 
like you own that place. Keeping that in context, I don't mean you to be proud and 
haughty, but I say it in the context that you have every right to be there because God has 
called you there and placed you there so don't let the things that are going on get you 
down because you're called to be there. You have a right to be there because God has 
placed you there." And then personally there were times when we had to financially say, 
"Do we do this or do we pay the school bill?" Confidence in God's calling said we are 
going to pay the school bill because our daughter is called to be there. 

Those are minor things, believe me. There are folks that are called to far greater things. 
Those are just some personal examples but, folks, this morning, if you're here and you're 
associated with Collinsville Bible church, you're a believer in Jesus Christ, God has 
called you. You're not here by accident. You have a gift to use for the edification, the 
building up of the body of Christ. And if you are here this morning and you don't know 
Christ as your Savior, you're not here by accident either. God has brought you here so 
that you can hear the word of God, so that you can come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
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And I'm going to close with this. It's a new year. The challenge to those of us that know 
Christ is to look and see if we have these things in perspective; see if we're viewing one 
another, see if we're viewing ourselves according to the truth of the word of God. Then 
the challenge to you is if you're not here and you might be here and you know you're not 
a believer, but you're not here by accident. You're here to hear the word of God and I'd 
like to challenge your heart. God has put together a motley crew of misfit sinners and by 
faith in Jesus Christ, they are saints, they are children of God. Not because we were 
worthy, not because we earned it, but because Jesus Christ paid the price for my sin and 
your sin and the Spirit of God worked in our heart to bring us to the point where we 
acknowledge that. And I don't know how it was for you but for me as God worked in me 
and he used his word, it's like, I was raised in this church, I didn't come to Christ until I 
was about 17. Somebody put it this way: if you're a believer in Christ, I'd like to 
challenge you to think about this, when did you get saved? When did you come to Christ 
in repentance and faith? I went home one night after being challenged like that by Austin 
right down here in the basement, youth meeting, and I went home and I'm like, I'm 
thinking about those things and I'm like, "I don't know, I've been coming here since I was 
a little kid but I never asked Christ to be my Savior," until that night. 

So my challenge for you, for all of us, is to examine our hearts because if you've trusted 
Christ as your Savior, I'm not saying you're going to know it was at 3 o'clock, November 
2, 1962 or as some people have an intellect to remember those things, but you're going to 
have some recollection of when you came to saving faith in Christ. Examine your hearts. 
Ask God to show you. And if not, the door is wide open for you to come by saving faith 
and then you can be added to God's motley crew, and you can be gifted to help the body 
of Christ. So I would just like to challenge us with those things today. Folks, just take it 
in. Let it revolutionize our hearts. We so much need that, so desperately need it. I need it. 
You do too, and I can say that because it's in the word of God so we all need it. We are 
all so prone to forget as we deal with one another. So, please, just remember that, these 
things, God has given you a gift, use it for his glory.

Father, we do pray that you would take your word and speak to our hearts according to 
the need. Lord, we thank you that through weakness today, we have seen the truth of the 
word of God and that by you, through you, for you, you have given believers gifts to build  
one another up, to show forth your wisdom, to reflect your glory, and through our 
weakness your strength can shine. So I pray, Lord, that you would just instruct our 
hearts, our minds, renew our thinking. And then, Lord, if there's anyone here today that 
you know is still outside the body of Christ, who has yet not come to you admitting their 
sin and acknowledging that they need your Son Jesus Christ, the one who paid the price, 
the one who bore their sins on the cross at Calvary, the one who was buried and rose 
again the third day, Lord, would you just prick their heart this morning, stir within them 
such a measure of discomfort that they are driven to the foot of the cross of Christ. We 
thank you for your mercy. We thank you for your grace. We'd simply ask, Lord, that you 
dismiss us with your blessing. We do ask these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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