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Job 19:23-27 
 

I know that My Redeemer Liveth 
 
Introduction: 
 
 

     I know that my Redeemer liveth. Our text is taken from the Old Testament book of Job,  
chapter number nineteen.  As the author of Job writes; 
 

“Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a 
book! 24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock 
for ever! 25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth: 26 And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 27 Whom I shall see 
for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my 
reins be consumed within me.”1 

 

     O that my words were now written! Job introduces a very important subject matter here 
which is to follow in an unusually solemn manner.  He does very much certainly consider the 
words which he was about to utter of very great importance.  In this very moment, he 
therefore wishes these solemn words to be recorded in every possible way. Adam Clarke 
writes, “All the modes of writing then in use he appears to refer to. As to printing, that should 
be out of the question, as no such art was then discovered, nor for nearly two thousand years 
after. Our translators have made a strange mistake by rendering the verb וקחי yuchaku, 
printed, when they should have used described, traced out. O that my words were fairly 
traced out in a book!”2Let us look closer at Job’s solemn statement.  
 

    The writer records, “Oh that my words were now written! Oh that they were printed in a 
book!”3 Job cried out to God that his words would be preserved. I would like to say, Job, God 
answered that prayer, they are. They are printed in God’s book, the Word of God. Look at 
verse twenty-four, “That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock forever!”4 

Job, that prayer was answered also! It is in the book that is the Word of God that will never, 
never pass away. We have all heard of the story of Job; the afflictions of Job. The problems of 
Job and the trials of Job. I believe that when you study the book of Job, you discover just 
exactly how fragile life really is. Job goes to bed one-night thinking everything is ok. The next 
morning when he awakes and before he could go to bed that evening, Job has lost everything. 
 

__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Job 19:23-27. 
 

2 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Job". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: November 5, 2012:  
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/job-19.html 
 

3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Job 19:23. 
 

4 Ibid., Job 19:24 
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     Do you realize that just one phone call can alter the rest of your life? Just one knock on the 
door could change the rest of your life, forever.  Just like we see in the life of Job. We find that 
Job’s misfortune was through the loss of his future, his finances, and even his family. It 
seemed like everything that Job held near and dear, was taken from him. Job said, the LORD 
giveth and the LORD taketh, blessed be the name of the LORD. 
 
     We have all heard of the Patience of Job, and the Victory that Job won! Yet the many things 
that brother Job had to go through. In the midst of all of Job’s troubles, during his afflictions 
and trials, here comes Job’s friends. What a blessing, Right? Because with Friends like Job’s 
we do not need any enemies, right? Now I have been around Baptist Churches and Baptist 
people all my life; and evidentially, Job’s friends were Baptist. The reason I say this is because 
they knew more about Job’s life then they did their own. Boy don’t you just love these 
spiritual people that seem to know everything about you, but they don’t know squat about 
them. They can tell you why your kids are bad, they can tell you why you’re sick and they can 
tell you why you have financial trouble. But they don’t have a clue of what’s going on in their 
lives. 
 
     Here we have Job’s friends, they came to Job and his friends did something that wives do 
to their husbands all the time.  They just stared at him, they did not say a word.  By the way, 
that is called the deep freeze treatment; they came in and just looked at him for days and 
days, and did not say a word just stared. Hey I say, yell at me, scream at me, or even throw 
something at me, but do not just stare. However, they just stared at him. Then when they 
finally opened their mouth they should have kept it shut. Zophar, said Job was both a 
hypocrite and a liar. Eliphaz, said that Job was backslidden and Bildad, said that Job had sin 
in his life. In addition, all three of Job’s friends were dead wrong.  
 
     It is here we come to the end of the first of the three discourses of Job’s friends and their 
wanting Job to speak. Job what have you got to say for yourself. Why are all these things 
happening to you, why are all these things going wrong in your life? Finally, Job is ready to 
speak! Job says ok, but what I am about to say is so important that I wish somebody would 
write it in a book. God heard him and wrote it in His. 
 
     Job said what I am about to say is so important that someone would take an iron pen and 
lead that in the rock forever! God heard that, put it in this Blessed Holy Book that would 
never pass away. Now if Job feels like what he is about to say is so important; that He wants 
it put in a book, he wants it to be lead in the rock forever. He must really mean what he is 
about to say, not only mean it, but honestly truly believe it. 
 
     ‘Job why? Why did this happen to you?’ Why did you lose your herds? Why has this 
sickness befallen you? Why did all your children die? Job speak for yourself! Job clears him 
off a piece of real estate, and he says this is what I have to say. “I know that my redeemer 
liveth.”5 

 
__________________________________________  
5Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Job 19:25a. 
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     You see when you do not know the where, when you do not know the what. Or you don’t 
know the why, but when you the Who, that right there is enough. I do not have to know the 
reasons when I know my redeemer. I do not have to know all the facts when I have faith. Job 
didn’t know why he lost his family, he didn’t know why he lost his finances, he had no idea 
why this storm had cut loose in his life, but there was one thing he did know and it was 
enough: I know that my redeemer liveth. 
 
     I am glad to tell you this morning, that knowing that makes all the difference in the world. 
That is knowing Him. Because that works in the hospital. That works at the Funeral Home. 
That works at the Gravesite. That works at the Courthouse and that works in the good times 
and the bad times, knowing that your redeemer liveth. Do you know what will get us through 
the hard times? The times of trials, the times of troubles and the times of discouragement? 
That we know, that we know our redeemer liveth. I want us to take notice at the three 
profound truths found in this text about Job’s statement: I know that my redeemer liveth. 
 

1. A Personal Relationship. 
 

     Notice now Job did not say I know a redeemer liveth, or he didn’t say I know the redeemer 
liveth. Even though He is ‘The Redeemer’.  However, Job said, I know that my redeemer liveth. 
It was a personal relationship. Clarke writes, “For I know that my Redeemer liveth; Any 
attempt to establish the true meaning of this passage is almost hopeless. By learned men and 
eminent critics the words have been understood very differently; some vehemently 
contending that they refer to the resurrection of the body, and the redemption of the human 
race by Jesus Christ; while others, with equal vehemence and show of argument, have 
contended that they refer only to Job's restoration to health, family comforts, and general 
prosperity, after the present trial should be ended. In defense of these two opinions larger 
treatises have been written than the whole book of Job would amount to, if written even in 
capitals. To discuss the arguments on either side the nature of this work forbids; but my own 
view of the subject will be reasonably expected by the reader. I shall therefore lay down one 
principle, without which no mode of interpretation hitherto offered can have any weight. 
The principle is this: Job was now under the especial inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and spoke 
prophetically. Now, whether we allow that the passage refers to the general resurrection and 
the redemption by Christ, or to Job's restoration to health, happiness, and prosperity, this 
principle is equally necessary.”6 

 

     Job says I have someone with me. I may not know the what, I may not know the where, I 
may not know the why, but bless God I know the Who! And I know that my redeemer liveth. 
Job has wished here that his words could be recorded permanently, so that someday some-  
one would declare him right.  At this thought Job recalls his previous wish for new life after 
death. This time, however, his words are more than just a wish. He is now confident that 
 

__________________________________________  
6Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Job". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: November 5, 2012:  
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/job-19.html. 
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there must be a new and victorious life after death, for if God is to make a declaration that 
Job is righteous, Job must be there to hear it. So though his body may die, he will somehow 
live again. In his own body, with his own eyes, he will see God for he knows His Redeemer.  
 
     James Burton Coffman brings out some important observations in his commentary as he 
writes, “‘But as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that at last, he shall stand upon 
the earth.’ The importance of this verse justifies a glance at the way different versions have 
rendered it. "I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth." – KJV. "I know that my redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the earth." - 
RSV. "For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth." - 
the New RSV. "For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and in the last day I shall rise out of the 
earth." - Douay. "Still, I know One to champion me at last, to stand up for me on earth." - 
Moffatt. "I know there is someone to defend me. I know he lives! And in the end he will stand 
here on the earth." - NIV. "But I know that my vindicator liveth, and that hereafter he will 
stand upon the dust." - S. R. Driver in International Critical Commentary. All of these seven 
additional versions say everything that is affirmed in the one we follow, namely, the 
American Standard Version. Even some who did not capitalize the reference to the 
Redeemer, nevertheless place him in heaven, or place his appearance "in the end" "at last," 
or "in the latter day," any one of which words makes that `someone' undeniably a 
supernatural person. 
 
     There are epic corollaries that automatically spin off from these words: (1) Since Job 
visualizes his vindication as coming in the "last day," he believed in the resurrection of the 
dead. The critical canard that the resurrection is "a late Jewish doctrine" is not true. Even 
Abraham believed in the resurrection of the dead (Hebrews 11:19).7 (2) The doctrine of the 
Incarnation is also inherent in the revelation that, "The Redeemer," that "someone," that 
heavenly Person shall "Stand"! upon the earth. (3) God's interest in his human creation is yet 
another. "There is a Redeemer provided for fallen man.”8 (4) Yet again, the ultimate victory 
of Christ over all his enemies is inherent in these glorious words. "And He shall stand upon 
the earth (the dust, literally)." And what is that dust? All of the enemies of Christ shall at last 
be as dust under his feet.  
 
     "He shall stand"! This means his word shall stand; his authority shall stand; his name shall 
stand. (5) There is also the corollary of the Redeemer's eternity in this. Job said, "He lives." 
But he will also be there at ‘the latter day’ ‘in the end’ etc. "He is the same yesterday, 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________  
7 NOTE: “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a 
figure.” Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 
11:19. 
 

8 Matthew Henry, “Job – Volume Three” Matthew Henry Commentary on the Whole Bible, (Grand Radips, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1961), 109. 
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today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8).9 Who is this Redeemer which Job mentioned here? Only 
a fool could miss his identity.”10 Brother Job knows the Who, as he has stated by means of a 
personal relationship, I know that my redeemer liveth. 
 
     I love how Job worded it in this text; I know that my redeemer liveth. He did not say I think, 
I hope, I guess. I’m trusting, I’m holding on, he said I know. You say preacher one cannot 
know for sure. Hey you’re too late to tell me that. Because I know! Amen! You say can you 
really know that? Can you really know that your redeemer liveth! Job says I don’t think this, 
I don’t wish this, I know this! You say preacher can you really be that bold, that sure, can one 
really be that positive? Well the blind Fanny Crosby was, when she pinned down the words: 
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a fore taste of glory divine! Friends you can know that 
you know your redeemer liveth! 
 
     Little John tells us in first epistle as he writes, “These things have I written unto you that  
believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye might know that ye have eternal life.”11  The 
Apostle Paul tells us of his personal hope in Christ as he writes, “and that is why I suffer these 
things. But I am not ashamed, because I know the One I have believed in and am persuaded 
that He is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that day.”12Once you have that 
personal relationship with God, through Christ Jesus, you can know. And Job says here, for I 
know that my redeemer liveth. 
 
     You say  brother Doug, how could Job know all of that in the Old Testament and the New 
Testament hadn’t been given to us yet? That’s the miracle of Inspiration. Just like ole Enoch 
preached the Second Coming.  Just like Abram talked with LORD in the plains. Just like Jacob 
wrestled with The Man that blessed him. And just like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
was delivered from the fire by the Son of Living God. I believe Job knew the Christ, He knew 
the Saviour.  
 
     He knew the intercessor, he knew the days man betwixt us’ because he cried out and said; 
for I know that my redeemer liveth.  Job had a personal relationship, but not only do we see 
a personal relationship from this text, but we can see a powerful resurrection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________  
9 NOTE: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study 
Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 13:8. 
 
10 James Burton Coffman, "Commentary on Job". Coffman Commentaries on the Old and New Testament. (Abilene, 
TX: Abilene Christian University Press, 1983-1999), 119-121. 
 
11Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 John 5:13. 
 
12 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB, (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2004), 2 Timothy 1:12.  
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2. A Powerful Resurrection.  
 
     Job says here in this text, I know that my redeemer liveth, . . liveth, . . liveth. Because He is 
alive. From Genesis all the way to Malachi it was prophesied and foretold throughout the Old 
Testament that the Christ would come. 
 

- The Sin bearer is going to come. 
- The suffering servant of Jehovah is going to come. 
- The Son of David is going to come. 
- The Messiah is going to come. 

 
     He would come, go to the cross. There is the death, the burial and the resurrection, all 
foretold in the Scripture. As our Lord speaks to the Emmaus road disciples, “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.”13 Christ reminds them of what His purpose was in coming to this world and in doing 
so He calls them ‘foolish ones.’ Justin Edwards writes, “O fools; this is not the same word in 
the original as that which Christ condemns; Matthew 5:22. That implied great wickedness; 
this, dullness, want of reflection and discernment, as manifested in not better understanding 
his teaching and the Scriptures. Slow of heart; indisposed and reluctant to believe that he 
must die. A more intimate acquaintance with the Scriptures, and a better understanding of 
them, would throw great light upon the providence of God; while it would support his people 
in trials, would nerve them for duty, and furnish them more thoroughly for every good 
work.”14  

 
     Was this not necessary, the Lord asked? I mean they should know this right, after all Job 
knew this. This question the Lord asked, was it not necessary, refers to the fact that entire 
Old Testament had shown how that Almighty God brought His chosen leaders first through 
suffering and then to glory. Therefore the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah Himself, in 
fulfillment of this extensive pattern and in the fulfillment of many prophecies, would also 
suffer before entering into His glory.  
 
     This glory was foreshadowed in chapter nine. “Now Peter and they that were with him 
were heavy with sleep: but when they were fully awake, they saw his glory, and the two men 
that stood with him.”15 His glory comes to light at the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and then 
even more fully at His ascension into heaven. He is alive, He lives, rules and reigns 
forevermore.   
      
________________________________________                                                             
13 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Luke 24:25-27. 
 

14 Justin Edwards, "Commentary on Luke". "Family Bible New Testament". American Tract Society, (1851). Date 
Accessed: November 9, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/fam/luke-24.html. 
 

15 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Luke 9:32. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/fam/luke-24.html
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     Job cries aloud and says:  for I know that my redeemer liveth. For he is alive forever more 
and I believe Job knew this, and I believe Job believed this.  Because he states, “Oh that my 
words were now written! oh that they were printed in a book!24 That they were graven with 
an iron pen and lead in the rock forever!25 For I know that my redeemer liveth.”16There’s a 
powerful resurrection, His resurrection and because He lives you can live also. And you can 
know beyond a shadow of a doubt that my redeemer liveth. 
 
     Not only in this text do we find that personal relationship and that powerful resurrection; 
but looking at the last part of verse twenty-five through twenty-seven we have  that blessed 
hope being fulfilled with His promised return.   
 

3. A Promised Return. 
 
     The writer pins Job’s words as he writes, “And at the last He will take His stand on the 
earth.26 “Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God;27 Whom I myself 
shall behold, And whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints within me!”17  You 
talk about the miracle of inspiration, God let Job look down through the corners of time to 
see the One that was coming. Just like Enoch as Jude writes, “and to these also Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his 
holy ones, 15 to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their works 
of ungodliness which they have ungodly wrought, and of all the hard things which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him.”18Jude here is describing the coming of the Lord as Enoch 
prophesied, and he quotes from 1 Enoch 1.9.19 
 
     Adam Clarke writes, “Perhaps the word προεφητευσε, prophesied, means no more than 
preached, spoke, made declarations, etc., concerning these things and persons; for doubtless 
he reproved the ungodliness of his own times. It is certain that a book of Enoch was known 
in the earliest ages of the primitive Church, and is quoted by Origen and Tertullian; and is 
mentioned by St. Jerome in the Apostolical Constitutions, by Nicephorus, Athanasius, and 
probably by St. Augustine. See Suicer's Thesaurus, vol. i., col. 1131. 
 
 
 
________________________________________  
16Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Job 19:23-25. 
 
17New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Job 19:25-27. 
 
18 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Jude 1:14-15. 
 
19 NOTE: Jude is quoting Enoch from a non-canonical, extrabiblical work, 1 Enoch (2nd or 1st Century B.C.), to make 
his point clear here concerning judgment and the coming of the Lord. The usage of extrabiblical literature does not 
mean that any of these literary works are authoritative or Canonical. These works should never be placed in the 
same category as Scripture. Jude is simply drawing from 1 Enoch another example of divine judgment, which in this 
case means that 1 Enoch reference to this in this specific instance contained truth; because the Holy Spirit moved 
Jude to record that specific portion.  
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     Such a work is still extant among the Abyssinians.”20 The glorious promise of His second 
coming was foretold throughout the Old Testament, and even in non-canonical works. Enoch 
knew of this glorious truth as the seventh from Adam, he prophesied saying, Behold the 
LORD cometh with ten thousands of his saints.  This is His Promised Return, and even Job 
knew of this blessed hope because Job says, and He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth. 
 
     The Apostle Paul tells us what will happen before His glorious return in His second 
coming in First Thessalonians chapter four as he writes, 
 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope.14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.15 For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.16 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.18 Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.”21 

 
     As in the life of Job, when one comes to know the who; they can know of their assurance 
in Christ.  One will only experience this event if they have what Job had, a personal 
relationship.  This gives them the blessing of a powerful resurrection, so shall we ever be 
with the LORD.  Then seven years later we can see Job’s words fulfilled, the promise complete 
of Job’s words, he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.  This is His promised return, 
which he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
 
     Zechariah the prophet writes of this promised return, “And in that day His feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives.”22   
    

“Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as 
when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that 
day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and 
half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it  

 
 

________________________________________  
20 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Jude". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: November 11, 2012: 
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/jude-1.html. 
 
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/jude-1.html
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toward the south. 5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for 
the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like 
as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.”23 

     It is here in that promised return that the Lord of Glory shall appear in full possession of 
the place. He shall return with power, might, and glory as the mighty conqueror.  Adam 
Clarke writes, “God shall display his miraculous power as fully in the final restoration of the 
Jews, as he did when he divided the Red Sea that their forefathers might pass through dry-
shod.”24 The world has never seen such power and glory before as they will indeed witness 
in the day of His promised return.  
 
     Those who have received Christ by faith through the grace of God have that same blessed 
hope as brother Job did. We have that assurance of His promised return. As Luke recorded 
the angel’s message after the ascension of our Lord. As Luke writes, “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you in to heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”25This is His promised 
return for, He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. 
 

“Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were printed in a 
book!24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock 
forever!25 For I know that my redeemer liveth.”26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________  
22 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Zechariah 14:4. 
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Zechariah 14:3-5. 
 
24 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Zechariah". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: November 12, 
2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/zechariah-14.html. 
 
25Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 1:11. 
 
26Ibid., Job 19:23-25. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/zechariah-14.html
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