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In coming to Job's response to Bildad, I was immediately confronted with a problem: should I consider 

it in one setting or divide it up into several sermons? There are three primary reasons I've chosen to 

consider it together: (1) the first half largely repeats previous themes, (2) most of the chapter is rather 

straightforward and easy to understand, and (3) the entire chapter is closely connected (and thus, I've 

determined to consider it in one sermon).  
 

Now, as I've mentioned several times, Job finds himself in the midst of a storm. And because of that, 

he at times is unable to see things clearly (and thus, he at times speaks of God as if He were an enemy), 

and yet, at other times he sees things very clearly (and thus, he also speaks of God as if He were His 

friend). Nowhere in the entire book, are these two concepts brought together more profoundly than 

chapter 19.  
 

I.   Job's Brokenness (vv1-12) 

II.  Job's Loneliness (vv13-22) 

III. Job's Confidence (vv23-29) 
 

I.   Job's Brokenness (vv1-12) 
 

1. Within these verses, Job identifies two related reasons or causes behind his brokenness: his friends 

(vv1-6) and his God (vv7-12).  

2. (1) His friends (vv1-6), v2—"How long will you torment my soul, and break me in pieces with 

words?" 

3. While responding directly to Bildad, Job likely includes the other two—their words tormented and 

crushed him.  

4. V3—"These ten times you have reproached me; you are not ashamed that you have wronged me"—

by "ten" is meant many. 

5. Job isn't using the word literally—Scripture, both the OT and NT, often use the number 10 in this 

way. 

6. Their reproaches have been relentless—they've come against Job as waves might pound against 

land. 

7. V4—"And if indeed I have erred, my error remains with me"—that is, if I have sinned, I will bear 

the guilt.  

8. V5—"If indeed you exalt yourselves against me, and plead my disgrace against me"—that is, if 

instead of me it's you who are at fault. 

9. V6—"Know then that God has wronged me, and has surrounded me with His net"—this is an in-

teresting statement by Job. 

10. You would think he'd say—If I've guilty I will own it, and if you are guilty then you need to own 

it." 

11. But this is not what he says—he instead says—If I am guilty, I will own it, but if you are guilty 

then I will attribute your mistreatment of me to God. 

12. In other words, Job is acknowledging something he's mentioned before—God was behind every-

thing.  

13. Even though they were responsible for their behavior, it was God who was overseeing every single 

event.  

14. (2) His God (vv7-12), v7—"If I cry out concerning wrong, I am not heard. If I cry aloud, there is 

no justice." 

15. He's complaining about God—he accusing God of indifference, as if God didn't care about his 

situation. 
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16. V8—"He has fenced up my ways, so that I cannot pass; and He has set darkness in my paths"—the 

imagery is that of a traveler.  

17. He was boxed in by fences, and all light was removed—it's as if he was travelling in the middle of 

night.  

18. He was unable to see things clearly; he was left without any guidance or direction; he was left to 

himself.  

19. V9—"He has stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from my head"—by crown and glory 

are meant honor and dignity. 

20. God removed from him all that rendered him honorable and dignified—his possessions, family, 

and health.   

21. V10—"He breaks me down on every side, and I am gone; my hope He has uprooted like a tree"—

God destroyed all that he had.  

22. He devastated his life—it was now as if he were dead or gone—all that he hoped for was removed 

from him.  

23. That is, his hope of a long life with his wife and family; all of his temporal hope and dreams were 

gone.  

24. V11—"He has also kindled His wrath against me, and He counts me as one of His enemies"—this 

was Job's perception.     

25. V12—"His troops come together and build up their road against me; they encamp all around my 

tent." 

26. He felt as if God were his enemy; as if God were out to get him; as if God surrounded him with an 

army.  

27. Lesson—A lesson on God's sovereignty—this is an obviously common lesson through the book of 

Job. 

28. But here I'm specifically thinking of how Job accredits his friends with breaking him and then 

accredits God with the same thing.        

29. Who broke Job to pieces? Was it his friends or God? Well, according to Job, it was God through 

his friends.  

30. It's rather easy to believe in God's sovereignty, intellectually without applying it to our life practi-

cally.  

31. If the book of Job is anything, it's a perfect example on how to practically apply theology to our 

heart and home (theology for life).  

32. Thus, in thinking about God's sovereignty, especially as illustrated in vv1-12, two words came to 

mind (caution and comfort). 

33. (a) Caution—by this I mean, we must be cautious to remember, Job isn't thinking clearly in every 

way.  

34. For example, God was actually against Job—He wasn't angry at Job, nor did He count Him as an 

enemy.  

35. These were merely Job's perception; a perception that was greatly colored by his present circum-

stances.  

36. Furthermore, even though Job attributes everything to God, we must not forget his friends were 

responsible.    

37. (b) Comfort—by this I mean, knowing that God is sovereign over all things, brings comfort to our 

hearts.   

38. For example, if a loved one dies who do we blame—well, if they die of cancer, we can blame the 

cancer.  

39. Or, if they were killed, we could blame the murderer—but is this it? Are we left to the will of cancer 

and murderers? 
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40. No! We don't merely trace back their death to cancer and a murderer, but we go further than this to 

the very hand of God.    

41. Not that we blame God (as Job is doing), but we attribute their death ultimately to God's all-wise 

purposes.  

42. And we say with Job—"The LORD gives and the LORD takes; let the name of the LORD be 

praised."  
 

II.  Job's Loneliness (vv13-22) 
 

1. Not only was Job broken but he felt lonely—and in particular he is forgotten, repulsive, despised, 

and abhorred.   

2. (1) He is forgotten (vv13-14)—here Job speaks of four groups of people: my brothers, my acquaint-

ances, my relatives, and my close friends. 

3. We are not told who these specific categories refer to—whoever they are, they've been removed 

from him and they've failed him. 

4. They've failed to assist him in any meaningful way; it's as if they've forgotten him; they've put him 

out of mind. 

5. (2) He is estranged (vv15-17)—here Job describes those people who dwell more direly within his 

house. 

6. V15—"Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, count me as a stranger; I am an alien 

in their sight." 

7. Seemingly, not all of his house servants were killed, as he here speaks of his maidservants (or 

maids).  

8. They treated him as if a stranger or foreigner; someone you don't know and thus aren't concerned 

with.   

9. V17—"My breath is offensive to my wife, and I am repulsive to the children of my own body"—

here he speaks of his wife and children.  

10. The Hebrew word rendered "offensive" literally means "strange" or "estranged" and refers to some-

thing purposefully avoided.  

11. Something that is that smells or is offensive—his wife found him offensive, even his very breath 

(words).    

12. V17—"I am repulsive to the children of my own body"—this is the most difficult phrase in the 

entire chapter.  

13. The Hebrew word translated "body" literally means "belly" or "womb" and so likely refers to his 

mother.  

14. Thus, the ESV—"I am a stench to the children of my own mother" NAS—"I am loathsome to my 

own brothers." 

15. Now, let me remind you of Job's physical condition—he has soars covering his body from head to 

foot.  

16. Thus, there is a sense in which we can understand some of this language as literal—he must have 

reeked. 

17. And this may have been some of the reason his friends and family avoided him—because of the 

stench.  

18. But either way, the ultimate reason they abhorred him was because they too likely thought as his 

three friends.   

19. If this was how they thought, then it's likely that others thought the same thing—that Job was cursed 

by God.  

20. (3) He is abhorred (vv18-20), v18—"Even young children despise me; I arise, and they speak 

against me." 
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21. This likely refers to the children who lived near him (perhaps in his village or town)—they despise 

and speak against him.  

22. Again, this is likely because of his looks and smell—with all of soars and weight loss, he must have 

been a scary sight.  

23. V19—"All my close friends abhor me, and those whom I love have turned against me"—either by 

ignoring him or else talking about him.  

24. V20—"My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth"—

he has all but waisted away, and has narrowly escaped death (he was basically a walking or living 

corps).   

25. VV21-22—"Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has struck 

me! Why do you persecute (chase after) me as God does, and are not satisfied with my flesh?" 

26. In other words, his physical pain and agony wasn't his only problem—his friends complicated his 

condition.   

27. Lesson—A lesson on social desertion—Job was left without any meaningful help from those he 

loved the most.  

28. There was a very large part of his suffering—to be abandoned by family and friends in a time of 

need.   

29. But again, we must remember our first lesson—while our friends and family are responsible, God 

is sovereign (let me briefly suggest two reasons or benefits of this condition).   

30. (a) It drives us to God who alone cares for us, Ps.142:4-5—"Look on my right hand and see, for 

there is no one who acknowledges me; refuge has failed me; no one cares for my soul. I cried out 

to You, O LORD: I said, 'You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living."  

31. (b) It enables us to walk in the steps of Christ, Ps.69:8—"I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

and an alien to my mother's children." 
 

III. Job's Confidence (vv23-29) 
 

1. I think it would be an understatement to say, Job changes his tone in vv23-29 from despair to 

confidence.   

2. It's almost impossible to state the contrast between vv1-22 and vv23-29—they are like night and 

day.  

3. In fact, the contrast is so radical and pronounced, that several commentators refuse to take vv23-28 

at face value. 

4. Thus, I want to briefly consider the three things Job was confident about, and then suggest some 

applications. 

5. (1) His words will be remembered (vv23-24)—he desired that his words be written down and pre-

served forever.  

6. But the question becomes—Does Job refer to his previous words, his following words, or them 

both? 

7. Well, while not excluding his previous words, the fact that v25 beings with "for" indicates he pri-

marily meant his following words (vv25ff).  

8. In other words, he wanted what he was about to say to be preserved for the benefit of generations 

to come.  

9. John Gill suggests the particle rendered "for" in v25 should be rendered "to wit" or "namely" as 

vv25-27 constitute what he wanted written.  

10. In fact, Gill suggests that v24 may refer to a tombstone, upon which the content of vv25-27 would 

be engraved.  

11. In other words, he wanted these words to be preserved, because they described his ultimate and 

final hope.   
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12. (2) His eyes will see his Redeemer (vv25-27)—now, there are those who apply these verses to Job's 

lifetime. 

13. That is, so we are told, Job was speaking about a public vindication of his innocence during his 

lifetime (a figurative resurrection).     

14. Job knew that God lived; God would reveal Himself on earth (in Job's vindication); this would 

happen after his skin was restored.  

15. In other words, they suggest, Job believed he would be vindicated and restored by God on earth, 

before he died.   

16. There are two problems with this interpretation: first, Job repeatedly denied any hope of physical 

restoration; second, it simply fails to fully appreciate the clear language Job uses.  

17. Thus, it's best to understand vv25-27 as a prophecy the future return of Christ and the bodily resur-

rection.  

18. Because his temporal hopes have failed, he looks to his eternal hope—the bodily resurrection of 

the just.  

19. (a) His Redeemer will stand on earth, v25—"For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall 

stand at last on the earth"—he will be raised from the dead when Christ returns.  

20. Remember, Job is speaking prophetically and so may or may not fully understand all that he's fore-

telling. 

21. But one thing is very clear—Job knew that His Redeemer presently lived, and would eventually 

return.  

22. The Hebrew word rendered "Redeemer" (goel) refers to someone qualified to deliver by way of a 

payment.  

23. It's used throughout the OT of what's called a "kinsman-redeemer"—someone able to deliver from 

debt. 

24. If someone was forced into servitude because of a debt, their kinsman-redeemer could pay their 

ransom.  

25. Three qualifications had to be met: first, they had to be related; second, they had to have money; 

third, they had to be willing.  

26. Providing these three qualifications were met, a person could pay the ransom and redeem their 

kinfolk.  

27. Now, there's no way of knowing, whether or not Job understood this word to possess all of this 

meaning. 

28. It's very possible, by it he merely means someone who delivers, which is the basic meaning of a 

redeemer.  

29. (b) His body will be resurrected, vv26-27—"And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in 

my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another."   

30. Job understood that his body would decay, and when His Redeemer returned, that same body would 

be raised again. 

31. V27—"Whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another"—he shall see his 

Redeemer with the same eyes. 

32. The very same eyes that were at present swollen with sickness and sorrow, would behold his Re-

deemer.   

33. V27—"How my heart yearns within me"—the word rendered "yearns" literally means to be con-

sumed. 

34. It likely refers to the fact that his heart was consumed with a desire to see God—he craved to see 

Him.  

35. (3) His enemies will be put to shame (vv28-29)—at first consideration, these verses seem out of 

place. 
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36. Having spoken of his Redeemer's return and literal bodily resurrection, he now provides a strong 

warning.   

37. V28—"If you should say, 'How shall we persecute him?' since the root of the matter is found in 

me." 

38. That is—if his friends should persecute him, thinking the cause of all his problems is within him; 

v29—"Be afraid of the sword for yourselves." 

39. Put another way—if you try to swing your sword at me, be forewarned, it will ultimately fall on 

you.    

40. V29—"for wrath brings the punishment of the sword, that you may know there is a judgment"—a 

future judgment. 

41. Several years ago (back in 1995), I heard Sam Waldron preach two sermons entitled: Eschatology 

Made Simple (End Times Made Simple, 2003 and More of the End Times Made Simple, 2009). 

42. But if you think about, Job beat Pastor Sam to it years before—Christ returns to the earth; the dead 

are raised; the world is judged (it's really that easy).     

43. Lesson—A lesson on the bodily resurrection—by this is meant, the bodily resurrection of the dead 

prior to the final judgment.  

44. (a) Its relative blessing—by relative blessing I refer to a new and glorified body; a body free from 

suffering.  

45. While this is a great blessing, it's not our ultimate blessing (hence the term 'relative'); but it is a 

great blessing.  

46. The Scripture teaches that this very same body, will one day be raised from the dead, glorious and 

immortal.   

47. The same hands that served Christ, will be lifted in eternal praise; the same lips that spoke of Christ, 

will sing His eternal praises.  

48. This was Job's hope—it wasn't that his body would be healed on earth, but that it would be raised 

in glory.  

49. You know, our Charismatic friends, like to speak about physical healing, as if its been bought by 

Christ.  

50. And the way they apply that is very wrong—Christian have to right to expect physical healing in 

this world.  

51. But that doesn't mean they are fully wrong, because Christ's blood purchased for us a new and 

glorious body.   

52. (b) Its ultimate blessing—the ultimate and primary blessing of the bodily resurrection is the beatific 

vision. 

53. This refers to that blessed sight of God—this is what every Christian desires more than anything 

else.  

54. Christians will see God in two ways: first, they will see Christ with their physical eyes; second, 

they will see God with their spiritual eyes.  

55. These same eyes that are now filled with tears, sorrow, and sickness, will one day look upon our 

Savior.  

56. (c) Its present blessing—by this I mean, while this resurrection was future, it has a present impact 

upon Job (theology for life).  

57. And this is really the main point—it wasn't Job's intent to merely affirm a future, literal bodily 

resurrection (he was preaching for his present benefit – he knew that HIS Redeemer lives and that 

HE would see God).   

58. I'll be 54 years old in January, and I've come to realize there's many things I don't know (about 

grammar, math, world history, mechanics). 

59. But there are a few things I do know (and I suggest they are the main things)—I know my Redeemer 

lives; He will return to earth; and I will see Him with these glorified eyes. Amen.  


