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I. God used Nebuchadnezzar for God’s purposes
Dan 1:1  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of

Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 

A. This was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign
Jer 25:1  The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth year 

of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon; 

B. God used Nebuchadnezzar to bring to pass God’s purposes
1Ch 6:15  And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the LORD carried away Judah and 

Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Jer 21:4  Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Behold, I will turn back the weapons of war that 
are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon...

Jer 27:6  And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him. 

Jer 27:7  And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and his son's son...

Eze 29:18  Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to serve a great 
service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had 
he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service that he had served against it: 

Eze 29:19  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will give the land of Egypt unto 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, and 
take her prey; and it shall be the wages for his army. 



Eze 29:20  I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour wherewith he served against it, 
because they wrought for me, saith the Lord GOD. 

II. Nebuchadnezzar delivered the King of Judah’s seed to the master of his eunuchs
Dan 1:2  And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of 

the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he 
brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. 

Dan 1:3  And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring 
certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; 

Dan 1:4  Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and 
cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand 
in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the 
Chaldeans. 

Dan 1:5  And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine 
which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand 
before the king. 

Dan 1:6  Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah: 

Dan 1:7  Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of
Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of
Abednego. 

III. Daniel (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) had purpose of heart
Dan 1:8  But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 

the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of 
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

A. As an old man, Daniel still had purpose of heart
Dan 6:10  Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 

windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three 
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 

B. Like Daniel—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego continued with purpose of heart
Dan 3:16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 
Dan 3:17  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 
Dan 3:18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 

worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

C. Ruth had purpose of heart
Rth 1:16  And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for

whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 

Rth 1:17  Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 



Rth 1:18  When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking 
unto her. 

D. David had purpose of heart
1Sa 17:29  And David said... Is there not a cause? 

E. Isaiah had purpose of heart
Isa 6:8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 

Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

F. Jeremiah had purpose of heart
Jer 20:9  Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his 

word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not stay. 

G. If Old Testament men had purpose of heart—How much more should Christians?
Act 11:23  Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them 

all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

H. Peter and Andrew had purpose of heart
Mat 4:20  And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 

I. Paul had purpose of heart
Act 20:23  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions 

abide me. 
Act 20:24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I

might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

J. Unnamed others had purpose of heart
Heb 11:36  And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 

imprisonment: 
Heb 11:37  They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the 

sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented; 

Heb 11:38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. 

K. More than any man, Jesus had purpose of heart
Luk 9:51  And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he 

stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 

Isa 50:7  For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I 
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 

IV. God brought Daniel into favor with the prince of eunuchs



Dan 1:9  Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the 
eunuchs. 

Pro 16:7  When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him. 

Gen 39:21  But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in 
the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

Exo 12:36  And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they 
lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. 

Gen 27:41  And Esau hated Jacob...and Esau said...then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

Gen 32:6  ...thy brother Esau...cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him.
Gen 32:7  Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed...

Gen 33:4  And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him...and kissed him: and they wept.

Act 9:1  And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples...

V. God brought fatness and the “fairest of all” out of beans and water
Dan 1:10  And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath 

appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the 
children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. 

Dan 1:11  Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

Dan 1:12  Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and 
water to drink. 

Dan 1:13  Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the 
children that eat of the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. 

Dan 1:14  So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. 
Dan 1:15  And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than 

all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. 
Dan 1:16  Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink;

and gave them pulse. 
Dan 1:17  As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and 

wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 
Dan 1:18  Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the 

prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
Dan 1:19  And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 
Dan 1:20  And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he 

found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 
Dan 1:21  And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 




