
Thy Will Be Done - John 11:5-16 11-7-21
Our comfort “Christianity” that we’ve made for ourselves says that Christianity is just 

about a nice little personal relationship with Jesus in our heart, that it’s about staying quiet in our 
own little area, which is church where we say nothing but nice things about everyone and we 
keep to ourselves, and we further develop comfort for ourselves when we make the defining 
principles of Christianity as vague as possible, because who likes division, right? Over the years 
there has been very little, if any, risk at all to our professing Christianity. Our so-called faith has 
not cost us anything. Part of the reason for this is that we’ve had a relatively solid form of 
freedom of religion in this country, which is a very good thing, but the other part of that is that 
type of freedom can easily breed complacency, where we neglect the good that we have, socially 
speaking, and we can get into a complacent routine or comfortability. As these issues have 
progressed in increments we’ve seen, in the lives of professing Christians, the ways of the world 
replace the ways of God. 

On top of this, with the way things are going the future could look really bleak if we 
dwelled on everything that is going wrong in our world. We could also get to thinking that God is 
losing and Christianity is losing. We could start to get really discouraged, which could fuel more 
retreating into our churches to just try and hold onto anything familiar. It’s a mentality to hunker 
down and weather the storm until it passes. If we did that though, what would that say about the 
church and what it is supposed to be in its nature and work? Also, what would it say about the 
God that we supposedly believe in? Though there are a lot of things going wrong right now, that 
is when God does some of His greatest work. When everything seems to be falling apart, it is 
actually God building. He doesn’t stop building and He always has a purpose in what happens in 
the world, no matter what it is. It is not uncommon for things to be torn down before they are 
rebuilt, and rebuilt stronger. Often times as people go through this from their human vantage 
point, when it is hardship left and right for the church, it is a struggle to prepare for the future. 
When things seem to be going the opposite direction that we hope for then paving the road for 
the future is not something we think about. What we tend to think about is just escaping, 
escaping the culture by retreating away from our Christian influence in societal life or escaping 
this world in thinking that God is going to rapture us out of here any minute, because the signs of 
the times are supposedly telling us so. These various forms of escapism can keep us from the 
cost of discipleship that is so necessary for our growth and witness. 

But paving the road for the future must be a constant focus for the church no matter what 
type of adversity it faces. Why must we do this? Because God is doing it. When Elijah thought 
he was the only one God had a remnant of 7,000 in waiting. When Jesus left His disciples and 
they were scattered not knowing what was next as it all looked really bleak God had His Spirit in 
waiting, waiting until Pentecost. God is always looking forward in the events of human history 
this side of heaven as all things progress to the end when there will be a new heaven and a new 
earth. In this building of God the gospel is always advancing and it advances through greater 
hardship as time goes on. It is in those times when the true people of God realize more and more 
how meaningful and purpose-focused their lives are in Christ. It is in those times where 
confidence in God and His truth get stronger and stronger. And it is in those times when God’s 
people see how important it is to go into all the world, into all of culture, in all of life living on 
all of God’s Word from a growing biblical worldview. It is in those times where we come to 
know how relevant God’s Word is for the specifics of our lives.



It’s in this moving forward with the growth of God’s kingdom in Christ as a focus that we 
ought to see clearer the timing of God, the mission of God, and the purpose of God. We ought to 
grow in our understanding of God’s providence, which involves a recognition of His timeline. 
We ought to know what it means more and more what it is to follow Christ in His mission. And 
we ought to see that the resurrection to new life and belief in Christ is the aim and that happens 
within life and all of its issues. It is through these three frames that we look at this passage today. 
As we continue on in studying this event with the raising of Lazarus we will see 1) the timing of 
Christ, 2) the mission of Christ, and 3) the purpose of Christ. 

Something that comes so natural to us is that we want to dictate our own timeline. In an 
attempt to be the authority in our life we target the idea of holding time in our hands. We want 
things to go our way according to our clock. We don’t want to depend on God in this way nor do 
we want to trust that His work according to His timeline is the best. We are often that young 
child that thinks they know more than their parents. We think we know when things should 
happen or not happen in our lives. If only we would realize what this does to our trust in Christ. 
It hinders it greatly. But whether we accept this part of his sovereignty or not, Jesus’s timeline is 
perfect. So He has His own timeline that He works according to. And everything that happens 
along that timeline is a product of His perfect and infinite wisdom and goodness. We need to 
trust Him in that. Events happen at their right moment. We read, “6 So, when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to 
the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’” Now here’s three things we need to learn from these 
verses. 

1) It is best not to judge God’s love and purpose for us according to our own timeline or 
assumptions. An automatic reaction that we can have when things don’t happen when and how 
we want them to is that we then question God’s love for us. We think that if God hasn’t shown up 
when we want Him or how we want Him then there must be something wrong with us and 
therefore something causing Him to change the way He feels about us. First of all, if we are in 
Christ then we are infinitely loved by God the same on day one and on our last day and every 
day in between. This love doesn’t change, because it is in the goodness and righteousness of 
Christ, not in us. Secondly, we do need to examine our lives and repent of any known sin that is 
present, but it is not as if our sin is a cause that makes God fluctuate in His feelings toward us 
and therefore His actions in our lives. Our sin plays a part in God’s refining purposes for us, but 
His timeline is not dependent or changing according to our action as if our actions are an 
independent cause independent from God’s sovereignty. We are not sovereign over God’s 
actions. God is sovereign over ours. This is seen more in the second thing we can learn from 
verses 6 and 7.

2) Jesus’ timing that we see here is in part to test the faith of Mary and Martha. In His 
delay will they stand firm in their trust or will this be used to grow their faith if they waiver in 
their trust? This element of life as a Christian happens a lot. Would the word of Christ be good 
enough for the official that I mentioned last week? His son was sick as we learned at the end of 
chapter 4 and Jesus just said the words, “Your son will live.” Would that dad trust Jesus? Do we? 
Also this testing was there when Jesus died on the cross and was gone and the disciples were left 
alone. And then the resurrected Christ appeared and then left again. But they were left with the 
word of Christ. And they were left with the promise of the Spirit coming, but that was on God’s 
timeline. What would happen as they faced the unknown? This testing of faith always happens 



under the sovereign purpose and work of God for our own good. This is clearly taught in 1 Peter 
1 where Peter describes great gospel truth for the persecuted church and after he says that they 
rejoice in that gospel truth he goes on to say from verse 6, “In this you rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness 
of your faith may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” This testing of our faith is not as if God tests us to see if we are strong enough. That is 
such flawed thinking, to say it nicely. I heard a friend say to his friend who had just gone through 
a messy divorce that the divorce happened, because God knew he was strong enough to get 
through it. This is not what Peter says. For one, he says, “If necessary,” which shows us that God 
has a sovereign purpose. Two, these Christians went through trials, so that, for the purpose that 
their faith, and the genuineness of it, would show how real it was as it would result in praise, 
glory, and honor toward Christ. So the purpose wasn’t to see if they were strong enough as if 
they were independent and had a strength of their own, but it was so that the realness of their 
faith would be shown and so that it would grow and the outcome of that growth would shine 
brighter on the author and perfecter of their faith. And it is to further highlight that through this 
practical testing God is the one who brings the growth. He alone is the one who strengthens our 
faith. And it is a faith that ultimately rests in Jesus Himself and not in our strength that we may 
call faith. This ties into the third thing that we can learn from this text. 

3) The third thing we can learn from this is that, practically speaking, these sisters 
could’ve doubted Jesus and could’ve gotten upset with Him, because He wasn’t there when they 
needed Him. We can do this both with God and with people. With God, like questioning His love 
for us, we can start to doubt that He is good or that His plan for us cannot be changed or knocked 
off course or we doubt His faithfulness, because, again, He wasn’t there when we needed Him, 
when we thought He should show up. This goes back to who we believe God is, which directly 
affects what we believe He does, which includes His faithfulness and must be connected to His 
timeline. All of this points back to the fact that we need to continually grow in our understanding 
God’s will, which is His Word, so that we know God more, in who He is, what He does, and how 
He does it. 

This is something these disciples need, because, understandably so, as their Helper has 
not yet come, they are not recognizing the mission of Jesus. After the proper time had passed 
Jesus then said to His disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” But the disciples were like, “Yeah 
right! Those people over there just tried to kill you!” In wanting to protect Jesus they, at the same 
time, did not understand that this was something that Jesus had to do, that going to Judea for this 
situation was His mission. With everything that Jesus has done and with everything that Jesus 
has especially said about what He came to do these disciples are still in the fog and not putting 
two and two together as these events happen. After what His disciples said in verse 8 Jesus has 
an interesting response. 

8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are 
you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone 
walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 

How do we make sense of what He says in verses 9 and 10? First we need to recognize 
that this is a direct response to what they said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” When we recognize that then we can begin to 



understand what Jesus is saying. He is basically saying, “Of course I’m going! While I’m alive, 
I’ve got work to do.” So the day refers to life and mission, doing God’s will and night refers to 
death and when we won’t be able to do God’s will. For Jesus’ earthly ministry, everything from 
birth right up to when He drinks the sour wine off the hyssop branch and gives up His spirit was 
all to do His Father’s will. Once He is dead He will no longer be able to do God’s will. For Him, 
the Son of God, everything would be fulfilled at that point regarding the salvation that He came 
to secure for His people. All of that is often referred to as His active obedience. So as long as 
there is day, as long as He is alive, He has work to do, because night, His death, is coming, 
therefore this going back to Judea is part of that work even if there is potential danger ahead. 

What is this for us? This is the model for life as we discern the will of God in our 
imperfection yet Spirit empowered selves, if we are in Christ. While we are still alive we are to 
be on mission. As Paul says, “To live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me.” And elsewhere he says that, “our labor in the Lord in not in vain.” 
This is not to be careless by either looking for danger or not exercising wisdom for what is the 
best course of action, but if it is for the sake of Christ and His gospel and danger is there then, so 
be it. Jesus is not going to shrink back from the danger that may come at Him if He goes back to 
Judea, because He knows that that’s the direction that His Father wants Him to go. It should be 
the same for us. We are to do what we are supposed to do according to God’s will even if there is 
danger. The people of God are not to be afraid of that. We are to live without fear in this world, 
because we must run with the mindset that all of life is moving toward eternity. Eternity is on the 
brink of every moment, so we ought to be purposeful in everything we do, in every aspect of the 
Christian life. That doesn’t mean you are going to do one specific thing every day for the rest of 
your life. It will be a wide range of things, because the calling of the Christian life spans over 
prayer, study, fellowship, evangelism, vocation, serving, defending, and so much more. It is not 
one dimensional with one single focus on one aspect. There may be more specific focuses and 
there may be different ones at different times, but we are to keep moving forward with kingdom 
work while we still have days to live this side of heaven. That gives rise to the importance of our 
Christian faith needing to be applied to all of life. 

Doing this will put us in uncomfortable situations. We may be in a situation where we 
cannot extend the right hand of fellowship to some so-called Christian organization, because they 
support heretical teachings or practices. We may be out evangelizing in front of places like 
Planned Parenthood where the pre-born are killed and people won’t be happy with us. We may 
have to stand up for true justice when people are trying to push for inclusiveness, openness, and 
progressiveness when gender identification is demanding acceptance, which is happening in 
schools, sports, and in many other areas of our society. We may have to leave our jobs, because 
our employer is following along with vaccine mandates and we simply cannot comply with a 
clear conscience before God, because that would be sin for us. We may have to say no to the 
temptation to segregate our congregation into the vaxxed and unvaxxed like many churches are 
now doing. There may be many situations where different degrees of danger and risk could be on 
the horizon, but like Christ, we are to zero in with a desire to do God’s will. The pressure is 
coming more and more. And it was for Jesus as the opposition was wanting to get rid of Him 
more and more. In many ways our society is trying to get rid of true biblical Christianity. This 
has always been the case in each generation. 

But through His mission Jesus had a purpose. The purpose in everywhere He went within 



society was to bring to light the truth of who he was and why He came. Specifically here with 
Lazarus it was to shed brighter light upon how He resurrects the dead and brings them to life. It 
is not only to shed light on that propositional truth, but Jesus Himself displays this truth as this 
truth literally comes to life in Lazarus’s resurrection, which is a foreshadowing of what would 
happen to Jesus. In verse 11 Jesus equates fallen asleep to death awaiting resurrection and He 
equates awakening Lazarus, to resurrection. Jesus’ purpose in this, for one, was to glorify 
Himself, and two, it was so that His disciples would be more confirmed in their ongoing belief of 
who Jesus is and what He can do, and three, it would be so that they are mindful of the power of 
Christ through the gospel in resurrecting dead sinners to new life. This is the purpose for why we 
ought to live the abundant life that involves activity and devotion in all of life. We must live in 
this way, because we want to see that resurrection to the newness of life as God saves a sinner. 
We want to see the kingdom of God built and people added to the number of the Lord. We want 
to see people alive in Christ. So no matter what context this happens in or no matter what danger 
may come, this is what we want. And this is God’s will, so we should truly want “thy will be 
done” according to what His will is, which is lined out in His Word. Jesus’s disciples still don’t 
fully get it at this point, but they would when the Spirit would bring them back to remembering 
all that Jesus said and did. Are we going to get it? Is it going to take root in us and effect change 
or growth or endurance? 


