
Radical Worship 
The Cost of Following Christ 

Luke 14:25-33 
 
Good morning, everyone.  Well, it’s time to start down a road that is sure to challenge us; likely to change us.  During the 
next several weeks we will be dealing with some of the radical things Jesus said and called for.  We will be asking the 
question “Did He really mean that?”  And if so, what are the implications it has on our life and definition of what it means to 
follow Him. 
 
Turn in your bibles to Luke 14.  We’re going to start with a passage commonly described as “the cost of discipleship.”  The 
passage we’ll be reading is sandwiched between a warning to those who reject God’s invitation to follow Him and 
teaching that is designed to get disciples to reach out to the lost with the gospel.  Luke 15 is the parables of the lost coin, 
lost sheep and lost son.   
 
Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem to die in obedience to God.  He has a bunch of people surrounding Him and following 
Him who think it’s so cool to be with this great man who can do anything.  He can heal, He can teach, He can lead.  And if 
they are right about Him, He stands to open some real doors of opportunity, power and wealth to them.  And Jesus wants 
to straighten out their expectations of what it means to follow Him where He is going. 
 
Listen to what He says to them: 
 

Luke 14:25-33 (NASB)   
Now great multitudes were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, 26"If anyone comes to Me, 

and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 

own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple. 28"For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, 

to see if he has enough to complete it? 29"Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all 

who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 31"Or what 

king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is 

strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32"Or 

else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace. 33"So therefore, no one of 

you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.  
 
Let me ask you a question.  Does this sound to you like a good form of evangelism?  Often when we evangelize we talk 
about forgiveness from sin, heaven, relationship to God…. You know, all the good stuff.  Jesus is like, um, are you sure 
you want to follow Me?  Because it’s going to mean some things that you might not realize.   He calls these folks to count 
the cost up front.  Notice His analogies of the builder and the king.  These emphasize what must go into the decision 
before the decision is made. 
 
When did you realize or learn that following Jesus had these kind of requirement?.  This isn’t works-based salvation.  
These are not prerequisites that must be met to be accepted and forgiven.  This is the life we need to realize we are 
entering when we are forgiven and become His followers.  So it’s all part of sharing the gospel. 
 
Wait a minute though!  I guess that would assume that we believe that Jesus actually meant what He said here.  Do you 
believe that He meant this or was He exaggerating to make a point?  Sometimes He uses exaggeration in His teaching.  
It’s called hyperbole. 
 

“It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.”   
“If you have faith of a mustard seed you can command a mountain to be moved from here to there.” 

 
Those are exaggerations to get across a point about the hold of wealth and the power of faith to change things. 
 
Let’s look at each of the three requirements He gives for following Him. These are presented as costs which must be paid.  
Realities that must be true of us to be His disciple.   
 
Requirement #1: Supreme Devotion to Jesus Over All Other Relationships and People 
 
26"If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 



 
Now the word people have trouble with here and get hung up on is the word “hate.”  And we have to figure out what He 
means by that.  We don’t get to decide what He meant, but we must discover what He meant. 
 
Does He mean that He is calling us to hate our families?  That would be the literal interpretation.  But that would be 
contradictory to other passages in the bible, such as “Husbands love your wives as Christ loves the church” (Eph 5:25) 
and “Children, Honor your father and mother… “ (Eph 6:2). 
 
So we have scriptural grounds not to take this literally.  This doesn’t mean, however, that He didn’t mean what He said.   
 
What was going to shortly happen to all of Jesus’ followers was this.  Once Jesus was declared an enemy of the state and 
tried and executed, family members would begin to disassociate from you if you were one of His disciples.  It was going to 
cost them their family ties.  The question was would their devotion to Jesus be such that they were willing to be written off 
or even executed with Christ.  “Even your own life” Jesus said they must hate. 
 
So it could mean that what He was calling for here was this.  If you want to follow Me, then you must value and place Me 
far above all your human relationships. 
 
In other words, we relate to Jesus with a supreme value.  If you think about it, this is a claim to divinity.  He was calling for 
them to treat Him like God.   
 
The way many people have come to understand this is that our love for Christ must be so far beyond our love for others 
that our love for other seems like hate. 
 
Supreme devotion.  Does He mean for us to value Him like that?  Does He mean for us to be willing to leave our relatives 
and family behind to follow Him?   
 
At some point following Christ is going to mean you have to put your kids second, your spouse second, your parents 
second.  Your devotion and loyalty to the mission of your Savior must take precedence.  Fourteen years ago, before we 
came to Reedsburg, we lived 30 minutes from Kathy and Larry, and we just had our fourth child.   
 
Angi is an only child.  Our kids are all the grandkids they have.  We had four of them:  9 months, 2, 4, and 6 years old.  It 
was a great time of life to have your grandkids close by.  But then God called us to Wisconsin.  Now this was not nearly 
the test for me that it was for Angi and her parents.   
 
When we moved up here it meant being with those kids about 90% less.  But God’s call required that they and we not 
elevate our family above what He wanted us to do.   
 
Last fall Rod and Kathy had their son, daughter-in-law, and only grandchildren move to another continent.  Jesus called 
for that.  Jesus feels for the pain, but I don’t think He’s apologizing for it.  It’s what’s required.  It hurts. 
 
Some of you have endured misunderstanding, criticism and even mockery from family and friends for following Christ in 
the way He has called you to.  Jesus doesn’t apologize for that.  It’s what’s required. 
 
Is Jesus worth it?  Is being His disciple worth it?  I think so.  This is radical to some.  But not if Jesus is God; not if the 
kingdom of God is what the bible says it is.  Then it’s just the most appropriate thing ever. 
           
Requirement #2: Supreme Devotion to Jesus Over One’s Own Life 
 
27"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
 
This was really a radical eye-opening thing to say.  As Platt says in his book, the cross was an instrument of torture and 
execution.  Jesus says carrying our own cross is required if we are going to be His disciple. 
 
Was He meaning that all disciples must be crucified?  Can’t be, because they weren’t.  Did He mean that every disciple 
must carry around an actual wooden beam?  Well, that we know of, He didn’t sent them all out to find one and carry on 
their back to Jerusalem. 
 
But we have to believe He meant what He said and said what He meant.  He has already in the previous verse said we 
must be willing to “hate…our own life”.  He has at other times said to His disciples to “take up their cross daily…”  That 
helps some.  This is not talking about execution, because that is something others do to you.  This is what you do willingly 
to yourself.  “Take up your cross”  “Carry your cross”.  This is a decision we make.   



 
And apparently we must make every day.   
 
This is not about dying physically, because you can only do that once.  This is about dying to self.  Dying to living for 
yourself.  Dying to your goals.  Dying to your dreams.  Dying to what you want.  Following Christ means it’s all about His 
will from now on.   
 
In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul defends both the doctrine of the resurrection of Christ as the future hope of the believers 
resurrection.  And he teaches that our hope of future resurrection motivates him “to die daily.”  He dies to self daily 
because he is living for the future day.  Further, he reasons that resurrection hope motivates another kind of death to self.  
“Instead of living with the mentality “ “Let’s eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.”  Instead, “be sober minded, as 
you ought and stop sinning.”    
 
Dying daily to self means we no longer live for our own comfort and pleasure.  We pour ourselves out for our Master’s 
kingdom and glory. 
 
We can die to ourselves now because of what is waiting for us later. Jesus is worth it, and the life He calls us to is worth it. 
 
This is radical in our world, but it’s the most natural thing in the world to do given who Jesus is.  You see, once we come 
to terms with who Jesus is and we believe that He is the Son of God, the king and eternal judge who will determine our 
eternity and all our eternal rewards.  And all of life and its meaning will one day come down to who we chose to serve.  
Well then, it’s not a radical thing at all to demand.  We’re going to be glad He did. 
 
Requirement #3: Supreme Devotion to Jesus Over Possessions                                 

 
33"So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.  

 
When we come to Christ our bodies, our talents, our gifts, our futures, our relationships, and our STUFF becomes His.  
WE must give up all our possessions.  This doesn’t mean get rid of them, but it means surrendering it all to Him. 
 
When we do this we also may be giving up the possibility of owning certain possessions.  The world’s stuff gets in the way 
of the stuff of heaven.  It keeps people from tithing; it ties up people’s time; it deceives us with a false security; stuff 
messes with our minds and the basis of our identity and value. 
 
Mark 4:19 (NASB) … but the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in 
and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
 
How interested was Jesus in worldly goods and all that the world had to offer Him?  Satan tempted Him with all that world 
could offer and He turned it down.  He had given up all His drive and desire for possessions, and while here He didn’t buy 
in to what the world around Him bought into. 
 
And unlike the false teachers on TBN and other goofball networks, Jesus never ever promised His disciples any kind of 
material prosperity.  He warned them they stood to lose it all, but in so doing they gained everything. 
 
Material prosperity does not coexist very well with a mind and heart bent towards reaching the world for Christ.  
Sometimes material goods can be great tools for spreading the gospel.  Sometimes they can be great hindrances. 
 
You and I will be in heaven for ever, and let us ask ourselves this:  When we remember and look back on our earthly life, 
what are we going to want to remember that we did with the resources God gave us control over? 
 
Are we going to wish we had lowered our lifestyle and gave more to the kingdom of God?  Are we going to bemoan the 
fact that we never got to own a new vehicle or a bigger house?  When we are sitting back enjoying forever our eternal 
mansion Christ has built for us in heaven, are we going to wish we had somehow made a way to build that dream home? 
 
I don’t think we are going to wish we had done better and accumulated more materially.  We’re going to be glad we gave 
up those pursuits and went all in for the kingdom of God. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
I think Jesus picked three very areas of our life to put to the test in this sermon.  Relationships, Self, and Things.  I believe 
He is calling for those who would follow Him to not just believe He is God, but to act and live as though He is God.  And 
there is a difference.  



 
Christian man, Christian woman, which of these areas do you think is getting in the way of Radical worship?  Is there a 
cost Jesus is calling you to count right now that you are struggling through?  Is He and His kingdom worth it?  Is He 
worthy of our devotion?   
 
I think this is something we need to resolve in our hearts today. 
 
Perhaps you’re hear today and would say “I believe in God and I believe Christ died for my sins.  But I never realized that 
following Jesus meant these sorts of things.”  Well, you’re not alone.  Unfortunately we don’t talk about this sort of thing as 
often as we should.   
 
But Jesus wants you to know  
1) that He is worth surrendering everything for  
2) You’ll never regret counting the cost and becoming a fully surrended disciple.  And  
3) You will forever regret investing you life in the world that is perishing.   
 
Without any hesitation at all, I want to urge you to confess your sin to God today, trust Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Savior, and follow Him.  Take your next step. 
 
All of us need to take a next step today.  There is not one person here who does not have something to surrender to 
Christ anew and afresh.   

 


