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John 2.23-25 

A Spurious Faith Before An All-Knowing God 

 

 

Aim: to see the glory of Jesus‟ divine knowledge of all men! 

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 8.4-15 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

17 years ago in this month of January I came to Memphis from Dallas to have the talk with 

Stephanie‟s dad.  I was nervous as can be.  I didn‟t really know him a whole lot.  He probably 

knew more about me than I knew of him.  But over that weekend the providence of God worked 

in all the details and there we were just me and Phil all alone in the house while Stephanie and 

her mother were out shopping. 

 

It was in that moment that I asked her dad‟s permission to marry his daughter.  And to my 

amazement he said yes and gave me his blessing.  What I‟ve learned since that moment was that 

he was entrusting his daughter to me.  He was entrusting her very life, livelihood, well being, her 

future, her safety, and her well being in Christ.  I slowly began to feel the weight of what that 

meant.  (FEELING) 

 

A couple of months later I asked Stephanie to marry me.  In essence I was asking her to entrust 

herself to me as her husband; that I would provide and protect her; nourish and cherish her for 

the rest of our lives together.    (FEELING) 

 

When a person entrusts themselves to you that really means something.  It says something about 

them and it says something about you.  We can read the word trust in the word entrust, but there 

is a deeper meaning and a deeper affection.  I believe to entrust is to love.  It is to impart.  It is to 

give of all yourself to someone whom you dearly love and that will dearly love you back.  To 

entrust is to provide and protect them in a many ways…physical, spiritual, emotional. 
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But we learn that throughout life there are times where we cannot entrust ourselves to others.  So 

we seek the Lord for discernment and wisdom.  There are times when people come into our lives 

and at the beginning it seems that all is well and that all is good and they bring blessing and 

encouragement to us.  But over time we learn their true nature and we learn they are not out for 

our good, but only for their gain.  So we learn that we have to use more discernment when being 

around such people.  We now pray for them and we seek their good in coming to Christ. 

 

We understand from our perspective that there are times where we cannot ignorantly entrust 

ourselves just to anyone thinking that that relationship is based upon mutual love in Christ.  But I 

think at times what maybe harder for us to understand is that God too does not entrust Himself to 

everyone.  In His perfect wisdom and His righteous sovereignty He chooses to entrust Himself to 

some and He chooses not to entrust Himself to others.  We constantly read in Scripture that this 

is of His own discretion to whom He will entrust and have compassion upon and draw near to 

and whom He will not. 

 

Therefore, we must seek the Lord for His wisdom in regards to others because we do not know 

what is in the heart of man.  But God does.  He searches and knows the depths of man.  He 

searches and knows every thought, every deed, every emotion, and every desire of mankind.  He 

knows what is in man. 

 

So we seek God for His wisdom in regards to others that come into our lives.  It is in that vein of 

thinking where we will see today that Jesus will not entrust Himself to some of those who were 

observing His miracles and believing in His name.   

 

Let‟s read it together this morning John 2.23-25. 

 

Title: A Spurious Faith Before An All Knowing God 

Aim: to see the glory of Jesus‟ divine knowledge of all men! 

 

The Passover & The Feast (v.23) 
 

 “Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast…” 
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Here at the end of chapter 2 we notice that the Apostle John is pulling us back into the overall 

big picture of where Jesus is at this time.  Remember He has gone up to Jerusalem from 

Capernaum, because the Passover was near.  So it is into this same context that John connects us 

back into.  It was the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread.   

 

So Jesus is here in Jerusalem because this is where every Jewish male must gather for Passover.  

As a way of reminder from a few weeks ago in verse 13…because of Exodus 23 and 

Deuteronomy 16 it was required by God that “three times in a year all your males shall 

appear before the LORD your God in the place which He chooses” (Deuteronomy 16.16).   

 

Three times a year they would celebrate the feasts.  First, would be the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  Second, would be the Feast of Weeks.  Third, would be the Feast of Booths.  And 

during these feasts they were not allowed to appear before the LORD empty-handed.  They were 

required to give unto the LORD. 

 

So for Jesus in Jerusalem, it was the time for the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  

If you remember, the Passover was observed in the first month of the Jewish calendar year Abib 

or Nisan, which usually happens in March/April for us.   

 

The Passover was celebrated because of God‟s passing over the people of God while in bondage 

in Egypt.  In Exodus 12 God instructs Moses to instruct the people to take an unblemished male 

lamb one year old and on the 14
th

 day of the beginning of the year they were commanded to kill 

the lamb at twilight which was between 3 and 6 pm.   

 

They were then instructed to take some of the blood of the lamb and put it on the doorposts and 

the lintel of their homes.  They were also instructed to cook the lamb only with fire and eat it 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  While they were eating they were to gird their loins, 

have sandals on their feet, their staff in hand and to eat it in haste.  In Exodus 12.11 it is called 

“the LORD’S Passover”.  Because it is the LORD who would Passover His people and save 

them from death. 
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The blood of the lamb was a sign for them on their houses where they lived and when the LORD 

saw the blood he passed over them and no plague befell them to destroy them when He struck 

the land of Egypt.  They were then instructed to observe this feast throughout their generations 

as a permanent ordinance.  

 

So for generations the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread has been observed.  But one 

more thing we should consider before moving on.   

 

In preparation of the Passover and the feast of Unleavened Bread on the Passover eve…the 

head of each house, which was mainly the husband/the father, was to carefully gather up all 

leaven in the house and remove it.  (Phillips, p. 59) 

  

Leaven was a symbol for sin.  It is a symbolic lesson to the people that sin, when it is not dealt 

with quickly and biblically, expands in our lives and eventually will consume us.  Hopefully you 

remember this when we dealt with this in verse 13. 

 

So Jesus is in Jerusalem for the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread. 

 

Many Believed In His Name (v.23b) 

 

Pushing through in verse 23 the Apostle John informs us that while Jesus was in Jerusalem, 

during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.   

 

One of the foundational truths that led me to believe and hold to reformed theology is that at the 

foundation of reformed theology is that reformed theology is a hermeneutic.  So what does 

hermeneutic mean?  Hermeneutic is the science of interpretation of the Scriptures.  So 

hermeneutic is simply the way you interpret Scripture.   

 

The reformed way of interpreting Scripture is to take the whole of Scripture, from Genesis all the 

way to Revelation, and let the whole of Scripture teach us what different doctrines mean.  So we 

take the whole of Scripture to interpret and understand the biblical meaning of salvation, 

regeneration, sanctification, sin, grace, mercy and every other doctrine we believe and hold to.  
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So this means for us that the context of a particular passage or verse or word is important to us.  

What does this word, verse, doctrine mean in this particular context?  We don‟t just take a 

particular word and make it mean the same thing in every situation of Scripture.  We interpret the 

whole of Scripture based upon each particular context in order to understand what God is saying 

to us in that particular passage, verse, etc.  Thus we look at the whole of Scripture to understand. 

 

Since we have been in the gospel of John we have studied the word believe a few times and 

looked at this word believe in context of each passage.  We learned in John 1.7 

 

“He (John the Baptist) came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so 

that all might believe through him.” 
 

We learned in John 1.12 

 

“But as many as received him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 
 

We learned in John 2.11 when Jesus manifested His glory at the wedding in Cana of Galilee 

 

 “…His disciples believed in Him.” 

 

In all of these instances the word believe in its context represents true genuine belief in Jesus the 

Christ the Son of God.  So that begs the question for us today.  In verse 23 Jesus is in 

Jerusalem, at the Passover, during the feast, and John tells us that 

 

 “many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.” 

 

Was this the same result of belief that we have already seen thus far in the gospel of John?  Is 

there another kind of belief that Scripture speaks to? 

 

Before I answer that question let‟s look at why “many believed in His name.” 

 

Observing His Signs Which He Was Doing (v.23c) 
 

If you remember the Apostle John said in John 20.30… 
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John 20.30 “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book.”   

 

John 21.25 “There are also many other things which Jesus did, which 

if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself 

would not contain the books that would be written.” 

 

So here in John 2.23 we are told that the many who believed were observing the signs which 

He was doing, but we are not told of what signs/miracles He was doing.  This is where John, 

being led by the Holy Spirit, leaves out these particular signs.  But nevertheless Jesus was doing 

them and the many here are observing them and they are believing in His name. 

 

If you remember in the book of Acts in the town of Samaria Simon the magician was doing great 

magic and they were calling him „the Great Power of God‟ and everyone was giving him 

attention because he had astonished them with his magic arts.   

 

“But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the 

name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.  Even Simon himself 

believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and 

great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.   

 

Then Peter and John heard about what was going on in Samaria they went down to Samaria and 

they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit.  When Simon 

saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostle‟s hands, he offered them 

money, saying, “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands my 

receive the Holy Spirit.”  But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you 

thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!  You have no part or portion in this matter, 

for your heart is not right before God.  Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the 

Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.  For I see that you are in 

the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”  (Acts 8.12-24) 
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Simon the magician heard Philip preach about the gospel, the Kingdom and Jesus Christ.  Luke 

tells us that he believed and was even baptized.  And yet we are told from Peter that Simon‟s 

heart was not right before God and that he was filled with bitterness and remained in the bondage 

of iniquity.  The old, old timers called this spurious faith.  Spurious means not being what it 

claims to be, it‟s fake, it‟s false, it‟s a façade.  Simon‟s faith, his belief was spurious.  It wasn‟t 

what he claimed it to be.  It was fake, false, a façade.  It wasn‟t saving faith or saving belief. 

 

The Apostle James teaches us that even the demons believe that God is One and yet they shudder 

(James 2.19).  So what we can learn from these three passages is that there is a belief that people 

have where they are persuaded in their minds to think rightly about something or someone, but 

there heart is not right before God. 

 

Simon had a spurious belief.  His belief was not what he claimed it to be.  He believed but was 

filled with the gall of bitterness and remained in the bondage of iniquity.  The demons believe 

that God is One, but they shudder before Him because there is no righteousness in them before 

God.   

 

So we are shown from Scripture that there can be on some level a mental belief in the right thing 

or even in the right Person, but the heart is absent in this belief.  J.C. Ryle says “these persons do 

not appear to have really believed with the heart, but to have been only convinced in their 

understandings.  The distinction between intellectual belief and saving belief, and between one 

degree of saving belief and another, ought to be carefully noticed in Scripture.  There is a faith 

which devils have, and a faith which is the gift of God.” 

 

So here in John 2.23 we are told that the many who believed in His name were observing the 

signs which He was doing.  It was nothing for them to agree and believe that Jesus was the 

Messiah, since He was doing all of these amazing things.  But their belief was spurious belief.  

Their faith was spurious faith.  It was not what they claimed it to be nor was it what they hoped it 

to be.   
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How many of you know people that while God is working will believe in God, but the moment 

He “stops” working they no longer believe?  I‟ve said this many times already that we live in a 

region of the world that is populated with “believers” who believe and love for God to show 

them signs and wonders and they love the emotional highs.  But their belief is only as deep as 

their next trial, their next opportunity to forsake God for worldliness.   

 

And honestly that‟s not even the only problem.  I guess the main problem is they have pastors 

and leaders who affirm their salvation even while living in unrepentant sin and total disregard 

and neglect of the things of God.   

 

Listen, you can‟t by the gift of God with money.  You can‟t be a true believer and believe only 

when the going is good for you.  You can‟t be a true believer and only believe when you 

demand of God to show you signs and wonders.  Christianity, biblical faith, true belief doesn‟t 

work that way.  Because in that same passage in James where he talks about the faith of demons 

he also mentions that faith without works is a dead faith.  True faith in Christ produces 

righteous works of faith from Christ.  True belief in Christ produces righteous works of belief 

from Christ.  You cannot genuinely proclaim faith and belief in Christ without that faith and 

belief producing righteous fruit in your life.  And yet our community, our city, our state and our 

nation is filled with people who do a lot of proclaiming without any producing.  People believe 

they are right with God because they may believe some right things about God.  So what we 

have is a city, region, and nation that is filled with spurious faith and spurious belief.  It is not 

what they claim it to be.  It is counterfeit.  It is fake.  

 

So back to John 2…how would Jesus respond to those who believed the signs that they were 

observing from Jesus in Jerusalem?  

 

But Jesus On His Part Was Not Entrusting Himself To Them (v.24) 

 

“But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He 

knew all men.” 
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The word believed in verse 23 and the word entrust here in verse 24 come from the same Greek 

verb PISTEUO.  One writer says,  

 

“Though they believed in Jesus, Jesus did not believe in them; He had no faith in their faith.  

Although many claimed to believe, Jesus knew that mere intellectual assent proves nothing; even 

the demons have such faith.  Like the seed that fell on the rocky and thorny ground, those who 

possess such faith hear the Word, and initially receive it with joy, but because their hearts are 

never truly changed, they fall way when affliction comes, or when worldly riches beckon.”  

(MacArthur)   

 

Jesus did not entrust Himself to these people who simply believed in Him for what He could do 

for them.  It is true they were looking for the Messiah, a King, a Conqueror, a Deliverer, but their 

hearts were not entrusting to Him.  They were not committed to Him as a follower in the sense 

of losing their life in order to gain Him. 

 

John tells us why Jesus did not entrust Himself to them. 

 

For He Knew All Men (v.24) 

 

Verse 24 and verse 25 tells us that Jesus knew all men and He Himself knew what was in 

man.   

 

I hope that as we continue to read and study the gospel of John that you and I both will be 

constantly confronted with the glories of Christ.  And it is here, in John again, that we are 

peaking into yet another glory of this God-Man Jesus Christ.   

 

Here we are told by John in verse 24 that Jesus knew all men.  The word knew in verse 24 

means to "know" (absolutely) with a great variety of applications and with many implications.  

Jesus not only knew these men and what was in their hearts, but He also knew these men and 

their different multi-faceted desires for what they wanted to do with Him because of their 

spurious belief in Him.  He knew both the now and the future implications of their belief in Him.  

He knew what they wanted and what they wanted was not righteous.  Jesus knew all men! 
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In verse 24 we are being shown the divine glory of Jesus‟ all-knowing mind into the life of men.  

This person Jesus Christ is supernaturally and divinely filled with all-knowledge of mankind.  He 

knows these people who proclaim to believe in His name because they observe the signs that 

He‟s performing before them.  He knows that their belief in Him that their faith in Him is 

spurious.  It is not real.  It is not genuine.  They are not believing in Him for repentance, for 

faith, and for salvation from sin and forgiveness under the wrath of God.  He absolutely knows 

their hearts.  He absolutely knows their desires.  He absolutely knows that their belief and faith 

are spurious.  So He does not entrust Himself to them.  He will not commit Himself to them nor 

will He believe in them as true genuine followers of Christ. 

 

Can you see the divine glory of the God-Man that He is omniscient and knows all men and what 

is in man?  Can you see that He knows all that men do and all that men are?   

 

He knows everything about the lost man and woman.  He knows them and everything about 

them.  He knows their every sin.  “He knows the worst of them, the sin that dwells in them, their 

daily sins, their secret personal sins; their family sins, both of omission and commission.” (John 

Gill) 

 

He even knows the sins and the righteousness of His people who have real and genuine faith.  

John Gill says, “He knows your church sins, which are committed in the house of God; and takes 

notice of them, so as to resent them, and chastise them for them; he also knows the best of you, 

your graces, your faith, hope, love, patience, humility, self-denial, and He knows your good 

works, and all your weaknesses and your wants:  

 

And He knows all nominal professors, on what basis they take up their profession, and what trust 

they place in it; he can distinguish between grace and mere profession, and discern the secret 

lusts which such indulge, and the springs and progress of their apostasy: he knew all these men” 

and He still knows men today.  He knows all of us and He knows what is in us. 

 

This is why the Apostle John would say that Jesus did not need anyone to testify concerning 

man for He Himself knew what was in man.   
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Jesus does not need a personal eye witness giving testimony about these men nor of mankind in 

general.  He already knows all mankind and what is in mankind.  We have already seen this in 

John when Jesus introduces Nathanael to Nathanael. 

 

John 1.47-48 “Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, 

“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!  Nathanael 

said, How do you know me?  Jesus answered and said to him, “Before 

Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
 

Not only does Jesus have all-knowing vision and can see a man sitting all alone under a fig tree, 

but He also has all-knowledge of every man and knows them even from afar…whether they be 

full of deceit or with no deceit in their hearts.  He knows all men and what is in man! 

 

We are talking today in John 2 of Jesus not entrusting Himself to these people and most of you 

here this morning get this.  We understand the big picture truth that Jesus is all-knowing.  We 

may need stronger belief in the more intimate details of His all-knowing knowledge, but we 

understand that as the God-Man He knows all men.  He is the creator of all men! 

 

But this truth of Jesus‟ all-knowing knowledge and the this glory revealed this morning to us 

should lead some of you to be very afraid this morning.  Those of you this morning who have a 

spurious faith, a spurious belief in Christ, a fake belief, a counterfeit belief in Christ, should be 

very afraid of God this morning.  Why?  Because He knows you.   

He knows your wickedness.   

He knows your deceit.  He knows every lie that you tell to your boss, your co-workers, your 

parents. 

He knows your sin.  He knows the secret sins that you commit when no one else is around. 

He knows every lustful thought that you have.   

He knows your idol worship.  Even those secret things that you crave and cannot let go.   

He knows every thought that you have against someone.   

He knows how jealous you are of a certain person.   

He knows how you covet your neighbor‟s life and the things that they have and the things that 

you want.   

He knows how you hate certain people in your life.  He knows how prejudice you are against 

another ethnic group.  He knows everything about you.   
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And for some of you this morning this should cause you to shudder and tremble just like the 

demons shudder and tremble before Holy God.  You see they are not deceived.  They know that 

they have no hope without Christ.  They know that they have no salvation from sin.  They 

believe that God is One and they shudder before Him. 

 

There are countless millions of people in the mid-south right now who do not have a clue that 

they are in grave eternal danger before God.  They are just Simon.  They are just like these 

people in John 2.23.  They are just like those in Matthew 7.21 who said Lord, Lord  and did not 

enter the Kingdom of heaven and Jesus will say to them, depart from Me for I never knew you.  

Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness. 

 

There are countless millions of people right now who are being deceived by their own spurious 

faith and belief and the devil himself who think they are right with God, but one day will stand 

before Him at judgment and hear depart from Me.   

 

Are you among those who are deceived?  I know you think you‟re not, but are you?  Do you 

have genuine belief in Christ?  Do you have genuine faith in Christ?   

 

Has Jesus entrusted Himself to you?  Do you have His heart?  Do you have His faith?  Do you 

have His favor?  Do you have His power?  Do you have His gospel?  Do you have Him? 

 

Read Psalm 139 


