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110817-4 The Exodus Series, 39, The Priesthood Garments and Moses Receives 
Components to the Tabernacle – Craig Thurman 
 
The delivery of the components of the tabernacle in the wilderness to Moses. 
1a, 41  The holy cloths for service 
1b-26  The peculiar High Priestly garments 
27-29  The priests’ coats, headdress, girdle, and breeches 
30, 31 The High Priest’s crown 
32        The completion of the work 
33-42  All presented to Moses 
43       Moses’ evaluation of it and blessing to Israel for it. 
 
The holy cloths for service, vss.1 & 41: 
1 ¶  And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made cloths of service, to do 
service in the holy place,  

 
Read Nu.4.1-15 which tells of the cloths for covering the items that are 
used inside the tabernacle. 

 
The Peculiar High Priestly garments (but for the mitre) 1b-26: 
and made the holy garments for Aaron; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

cf. Ex. 28 v.2, for glory and for beauty; 28.4 all garments are named;  
 
The priesthood divided the children of Israel in the same way that the 
churches or saints divide between the believing.   
 

Ex 19:24  And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and 
thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests 
and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he 
break forth upon them. 

 
There are believers outside of a church and there are believers that are in a 
church.  That distinction can be made.  But in a church there is not a higher, 
priestly class of believers, called a clergy, and a lower class of believers 
called a laity.  That is an error of Catholicism and Protestantism.   
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‘You will never find anything like the modern bishop (added, cardinal, 
pope, etc.) in the Bible. A bishop today, both in the Roman Catholic 
Church and in other churches which came out of Rome, is one of 
superior rank, set in authority over other ministers; but there is no 
such idea as that in Scripture.’  Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, H. A. 
Ironside, p.77 

 
Every member of a church is a believer-priest, not only pastors (aka. 
bishops, overseers, presbyters, or elders). Every member ministers about 
the holy, spiritual things of the Lord by virtue of their standing with Christ in 
His church.    
 

Eph 3:21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen. 

 
Remember this, that there is only one High Priest which all of the O.T. high 
priests were a picture of, and that is Jesus Christ. (cf. again to remarks at Ex. 
28.2) High priest means great priest.  He is the Priest among His brethren, 
and the only High Priest. 
 

Le 21:10  And he that is the high priest among his brethren, upon 
whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to 
put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes; 
 
Heb 10:21  And having an high priest over the house of God … 
 
Heb 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

 
Ephod (28.6-7) 

2  And he made the ephod of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
linen. 
3  And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work it in 
the blue, and in the purple, and in the scarlet, and in the fine linen, with cunning 
work. 
4  They made shoulderpieces for it, to couple it together: by the two edges was it 
coupled together. 
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Curios Girdle for the Ephod (28.8) 

5  And the curious girdle of his ephod, that was upon it, was of the same, 
according to the work thereof; of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

This girdle bound the ephod to the high priest. 
 

Onyx Stones (28.9-14) 
6  And they wrought onyx stones inclosed in ouches of gold, graven, as signets 
are graven, with the names of the children of Israel. 
 

These onyx stones bear the names of the sons of Jacob according to their 
birth. (Ex.28.10) 
 

7  And he put them on the shoulders of the ephod, that they should be stones for 
a memorial to the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

Breastplate (Ex.28.15-30) 
8  And he made the breastplate of cunning work, like the work of the ephod; of 
gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen. 
9  It was foursquare; they made the breastplate double: a span was the length 
thereof, and a span the breadth thereof, being doubled. 
 

When folded the breastplate garment was a span squared. Opened, it 
would have been rectangular. 
 

10  And they set in it four rows of stones: the first row was a sardius, a topaz, 
and a carbuncle: this was the first row. 
11  And the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. 
12  And the third row, a ligure, an agate, and an amethyst. 
13  And the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper: they were inclosed in 
ouches of gold in their inclosings. 
14  And the stones were according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve, 
according to their names, like the engravings of a signet, every one with his 
name, according to the twelve tribes. 
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These stones have the names of the tribes, which I believe are different 
than recording the names of the sons of Jacob.  My opinion is that 
*Manasseh and Ephraim are put in the place of Joseph, and Levi is not 
counted being thoroughly under consideration being the priestly tribe. 
 

*Ge 48:5  And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were 
born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into 
Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

 
15  And they made upon the breastplate chains at the ends, of wreathen work of 
pure gold. 
16  And they made two ouches of gold, and two gold rings; and put the two 
rings in the two ends of the breastplate. 
17  And they put the two wreathen chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of 
the breastplate. 
18  And the two ends of the two wreathen chains they fastened in the two 
ouches, and put them on the shoulderpieces of the ephod, before it. 
19  And they made two rings of gold, and put them on the two ends of the 
breastplate, upon the border of it, which was on the side of the ephod inward. 
20  And they made two other golden rings, and put them on the two sides of the 
ephod underneath, toward the forepart of it, over against the other coupling 
thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod. 
21  And they did bind the breastplate by his rings unto the rings of the ephod 
with a lace of blue, that it might be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and 
that the breastplate might not be loosed from the ephod; as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 
 

No mention here of the Urim and Thummim.  Both of these are Hebrew 

plural nouns, MyriUx and Mym>iTu.  The roots mean respectively, lights, and 

perfections. 
 

Ex 28:30  And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim 
and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart, when he 
goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually. 
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Le 8:8  And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the 
breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. 

 
Robe of the Ephod (Ex.28.31-35) 

22  And he made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue. 
23  And there was an hole in the midst of the robe, as the hole of an habergeon, 
with a band round about the hole, that it should not rend. 
24  And they made upon the hems of the robe pomegranates of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and twined linen. 
 

You might recall, that the pomegranates are made of the same material as 
the robe.  A hint is: you don’t make pomegranates. 
 

Ex 28:33  And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make 
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, round about the 
hem thereof; and bells of gold between them round about: 

 
25  And they made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the 
pomegranates upon the hem of the robe, round about between the 
pomegranates; 
26  A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, round about the hem 
of the robe to minister in; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

Coats (Ex.28.39a, 40a,) 
27-29  The High priest’s and priests’ garments (27-29): 
27  And they made coats of fine linen of woven work for Aaron, and for his sons, 
 

Which appear to be white linen. 

coat, tn@toK4, ke-tho-neth; coat (22), garment (5), robe (1, Is.22.21); Cf. 

Ex.28.4, 39, 40; 29.5, 8; 39.27; 40.14 (7 times in Exodus). 
 

The Priests Headdress 
Mitre (Ex.28.39b) & Bonnets Bonnets (Ex.28.40c) 

 
28  And a mitre of fine linen, and goodly bonnets of fine linen,  
 

Breeches (Ex.28.42, 43) 
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and linen breeches of fine twined linen, 
 

breeches, ָדֵביְֵסנְִכמ, dual masc. noun root, Myisan4k4mi, mik-ne-sa-yim; 

always tss. breeches (5); (cf. Ex.28.42; 39.28; Lev.6.10; 16.4; Ez.44.18) 
 

Girdle for the Coat (28.39c) 
29  And a girdle of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, of 
needlework; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

needlework, root MqarA; KJV, needlework (6), embroiderer (2), 

curiously wrought (1, Ps.139.15); the KJV supplies an excellent 
definition of what is means by needlework.  (cf., needlework, 
Ex.26.36; 27.16; 28.39; 36.37; 38.18; 39.29; embroiderer, 35.35; 
38.23; curiously wrought, Ps.139.15) 

 
Seems that this girdle (belt) for the coat was of multi-colored of 
needlework. 
 

Crown of Gold for the Mitre (28.36-38) 
The High Priest’s crown (vss.30, 31) 
30  And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote upon it a 
writing, like to the engravings of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 
31  And they tied unto it a lace of blue, to fasten it on high upon the mitre; as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

Exodus 28 
ephod 
curious girdle 
onyx stones 
 
 
 
breastplate of judgment 
Urim and Thummim 
robe of the ephod 
plate of gold 
embroidered coat 
mitre 
girdle of needlework 
bonnets 

Exodus 39 
ephod 
curious girdle 
onyx stones 
 
 
 
breastplate 

 - no mention - 
robe of the ephod 

- listed last - 
coats of fine linen 
mitre of fine linen 

- below - 
bonnets of fine linen 

Leviticus 8 
coat 
girdle 

- no mention - 
robe 
ephod 
curious girdle of the ephod 
breastplate 
Urim and Thummim 
mitre 
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breeches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The instructions are in the order 
of the outermost to the 
innermost garments. 

linen breeches of fine twined 
girdles of fine twined linen 
plate of the holy crown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The making of the garments are 
ordered so that first the high 
priest is dressed, then the sons, 
which is completed with the high 
priest receiving his crown. 

- no mention of breeches- 
 
golden plate – the holy crown 
 
(breeches must be understood 
as having been worn prior to 
this) 
 
the sons: coats, girdles & 
bonnets 
 
The dressing of the priests 
begins with the high priest, then 
ends with his sons.   
 
The high priest is always first, 
then the sons. 

 
The completion of the work (v.32): 
32 ¶  Thus was all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation 
finished:  
 

Thus was … finished, ֶלְכַבו, va-te-kel, Qal fut. 3ps. fem. hlaKA; KJV, of 

the Qal fut., finished, consumed, spent; and so the idea of expended. 
 
and the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, 
so did they. 
 
33-42  The presentation of it all to Moses 
33  And they brought the tabernacle unto Moses, the tent, and all his furniture, 
his taches, his boards, his bars, and his pillars, and his sockets, 
 

furniture, ְִֵּ־וְְ־ִונל ַָ  ;vylAK2, ka-layv, masc. pl. noun of  yliK4, ke-lee ,ֵל

KJV, jewels, weapons, stuff, furniture, vessels, carriage, armour, et. 
al.; in this case probably some hardware: i.e. the tenons, hooks, 
fillets, & chapiters. 
 
taches, ִסנל ִָ  qe-ra-sayv, masc. pl. noun w/ 3ps. masc. suff., root ,ֵו

MysirAq4, KJV, always tss. taches (10). 
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34  And the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers’ skins, 
and the vail of the covering, 
35  The ark of the testimony, and the staves thereof, and the mercy seat, 
36  The table, and all the vessels thereof, and the shewbread, 
 

Perhaps the shewbread is a specimen of what it should be. 
 

37  The pure candlestick, with the lamps thereof, even with the lamps to be set 
in order, and all the vessels thereof, and the oil for light, 
38  And the golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the sweet incense, and the 
hanging for the tabernacle door, 
39  The brazen altar, and his grate of brass, his staves, and all his vessels, the 
laver and his foot, 
40  The hangings of the court, his pillars, and his sockets, and the hanging for 
the court gate, his cords, and his pins, and all the vessels of the service of the 
tabernacle, for the tent of the congregation, 
41  The cloths of service to do service in the holy place, and the holy garments 
for Aaron the priest, and his sons’ garments, to minister in the priest’s office. 
42  According to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the children of Israel 
made all the work. 
 
Moses’ evaluation of it and blessing to Israel for it (v. 43): 
43  And Moses did look upon all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the 
LORD had commanded, even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them. 
 

How Moses must have been blessed to see the LORD working in His people 
so that they were able to do His commandments.  The LORD had worked in 
them a willingness to do.  He does that in His people. 
 

Php 2:13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. 
 
Ex 35:5  Take ye from among you an offering unto the LORD: 
whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the 
LORD; gold, and silver, and brass … 
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What a blessing it is to see the LORD work in His own people a 
voluntariness to service.  We have for some time now tried to emphasize 
voluntariness of service.  He makes us want to.  He works in His people to 
want to live for Him, to want to live like Him, and to want to live with Him.  
He works in them to want to bear fruit.  That is the major concern isn’t it?  
It wasn’t that they were just busy to be busy.  But that what they were 
doing was in the way that He would have them to do them: for the glory of 
God.  In all that we do He would have us to be faithful, joyful, loving, kind, 
gentle, patient, reverent, governed by peace, etc.  He puts this into the 
hearts of every child of God.  There is no greater blessing than to see the 
LORD working this in us. 
 

Php 1:3 ¶  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 
5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ … 
 

There was a reason that the LORD had worked in Israel a willingness to 
contribute of their substance, and a reason that the LORD had gifted so 
many to be able to accomplish this task.  So that He might dwell among 
them, like He had never dwelt with any other nation before.  Israel now 
stands in anticipation for this great moment. 
  

Ex 25:8  And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them. 
 

In a type, the LORD had worked in Israel to prepare them for the first 
coming of Jesus Christ; so He works in His churches to prepare them for the 
great and glorious second coming.  

 


