
Becoming a Mentor: God Uses Routine Circumstances
(Part 6)  (November 7, 2021)  (1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV; 1 Samuel 9:1-27 KJV)

Be careful what you pray for: 1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken
unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they
have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. (8) According to all the works which they have
done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. (9) Now therefore hearken unto their
voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall
reign over them.

Consequences come by choices -- choices determine our walk:
● Blessing and curse taught by Moses -- who motivates us: Deuteronomy 30:1 KJV And it shall

come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I
have set before thee, and thou shalt call [them] to mind among all the nations, whither the
LORD thy God hath driven thee,

● The choice: Deuteronomy 30:15 KJV See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and
death and evil

● Consequences: Deuteronomy 30:19 KJV I call heaven and earth to record this day against you,
[that] I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that
both thou and thy seed may live:

● Taught by Apostle Paul: Galatians 6:7-8 KJV Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. (8) For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life
everlasting.

Request granted: 1 Samuel 8:10-11 KJV And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the
people that asked of him a king. (11) And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall
reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint [them] for himself, for his chariots, and [to be]
his horsemen; and [some] shall run before his chariots.
● He will take some or all of daughters; fields; vineyards; oliveyards; menservants; maidservants;

young men; sheep
● Refused to listen to man of God: 1 Samuel 8:19 KJV Nevertheless the people refused to obey

the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;
● God will give in: 1 Samuel 8:22 KJV And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice,

and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.

The transition -- Samuel to Saul:
● Saul: 1 Samuel 1:1 KJV Now there was a certain man . . . . . . . . . . .
● Samuel: 1 Samuel 9:1 KJV Now there was a man of Benjamin, . . . . . . . . .
● The book:  Three men and the servant Hannah:  Samuel the human expression of the voice of

God (Chapters 1-7); King Saul the man of flesh (8-15); King David the man of faith (16-31
● Father/son teams:  Eli/sons; samuel/sons; Kish/Saul -- how will things turn out

● Saul was living life without attention on God -- what’s God going to do -- who left the gate open

God’s way -- Circumstances of lost donkeys:
● Israel asks for a king -- Israel get what they ask for (Saul means “asked for”) (verse 8:5); Saul

loses his donkeys (verse 9:3); after searching wants to return home (verse 9:5); servant
mentions contacting “man of God” (verse 9:6); Saul goes to where Samuel is looking for a king
(verse 9:10); Samuel just happens to be in town “today” (verse 9:12); Saul meets Samuel on the
road (verse 9:14); the long search ends in land of Zuph (verse 9:5 and 1:1)

● Accident?: 1 Samuel 9:15-16 KJV Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul
came, saying, (16) To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin,



Donkeys: God used donkeys again when people were wanting a king
● The Triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is narrated in Matthew, Mark 11:1–11, Luke

19:28–44 and John 12:12–19
● The donkey: Symbolism in the Eastern tradition, donkeys are an animal of peace and service

The servant: The one going forward - not the master; No name; gently advising the master; provides
the monetary gift to the seer (prophet); the servant lets the master think it is his idea (verse 9:10)
● Servant defined: 1 Peter 2:15-16 KJV For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put

to silence the ignorance of foolish men: (16) As free, and not using [your] liberty for a cloke of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

Check in at the well: They meet the woman at the well - she pointed to the “man of God”
● Used before:  Isaac & Rebekah; Moses; Jacob; Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-25 KJV)
● Coincidence?:  The “man of God” was intown for a special award dinner (verse 9:12); the “man

of God” is here to bless the sacrifice and eat (verse 13); they run right into Samuel (verse 14);
Samuel was guided by God -- the man would be a Benjaminite and captain/reign over God’s
people (verse 15-17); Samuel gives instructions to Saul -- go eat today & tomorrow and I will
“tell thee all that is in thine heart” (verse 19); AND 1 Samuel 9:20 KJV And as for thine asses
that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom [is]
all the desire of Israel? [Is it] not on thee, and on all thy father's house?

Saul’s response -- “not worthy”: 1 Samuel 9:21 KJV And Saul answered and said, [Am] not I a
Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the

tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou so to me?

Samuel tells Saul -- you're the guy: Brought Saul & the servant into the parlor; sat them in the
“chiefest” seat in front of thirty people; the cook is told to “bring the portion which I gave thee”; set
in front of Saul; AND “eat: for unto this time hath it been kept for thee since I said, I have invited the
people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day” (Verses 22-24)

Samuel sends Saul out: 1 Samuel 9:25-27 KJV And when they were come down from the high
place into the city, [Samuel] communed with Saul upon the top of the house. (26) And they arose
early: and it came to pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel called Saul to the top of the
house, saying, Up, that I may send thee away. And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he
and Samuel, abroad. (27) [And] as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul,
Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew
thee the word of God.
● The word of God (first time used in scripture): 1 Samuel 10:1 KJV Then Samuel took a vial of

oil, and poured [it] upon his head, and kissed him, and said, [Is it] not because the LORD hath
anointed thee [to be] captain over his inheritance?

● Samuel’s mission -- share the word of God: 1 Samuel 3:19 KJV And Samuel grew, and the
LORD was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground.

Chapter 8 vs Chapter 9 -- Consequences come by choices:
● God warns -- live by our choices: 1 Samuel 8:18 KJV And ye shall cry out in that day because

of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not hear you in that day.
● God gives freewill: 1 Samuel 9:16 KJV To morrow about this time I will send thee a man out of

the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him [to be] captain over my people Israel, that he
may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people,
because their cry is come unto me.

● God’s desire -- my way or the highway: 1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV And the LORD said unto Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. (8) . . . . . . . they have
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. (9) Now therefore hearken unto
their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king
that shall reign over them.


