
 
Hymns of the Faith: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (#208) 

Words: Latin hymn; trans. by John M. Neale (1818–1866) | Music: Plainsong; adapt. 
By Thomas Helmore (1811–1890) | Tune: VENI EMMANUEL | Meter: 8.8.8.8. (L.M.) 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, Isa 7:14 
and ransom captive Israel 2 King 20:16–18 
that mourns in lonely exile here Ps 137:1–6 
until the Son of God appear. 

2 O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Num 24:17; Lk 1:76–79;  
Our spirits by Thine advent here. Rev 22:16 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Job 3:3–6 

3 O come, O Key of David, come Isa 22:22; Rev 3:7 
and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, Ps 68:18; Eph 4:8 
And show the path that brings us nigh. 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, Prov 8:27–28; 1 Cor 1:24; Col 2:3 
who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go. 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, Ex 20; Matt 5:17–18 
who to your tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe.  

O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem, Is. 11:1; 53:2; Zech. 6:12; Rev. 5:5; 22:16 
unto your own and rescue them!  
From depths of hell your people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave.  

NAME REQUEST BIBLICAL REFERENCE 
Emmanuel Come, rescue Israel who mourns in 

captivity 
OT: Isa 7:14 
NT: Matt 1:23 

Dayspring Come and cheer our spirits by your 
coming 

OT: Num 24:17 
NT: Luke 1:76–79 

Key of David Come, open wide the heavenly door OT Isa 22:22  
NT: Rev 3:7 

Wisdom from on 
high 

Come, teach us where to go  OT: Prov 8 
NT: 1 Cor 1:24 

Lord of Might 
(Adonai) 

Come.  OT: Ex 20 
NT: Matt 5:17–18 

Branch of Jesse’s 
stem 

Rescue from grave / give victory OT: Isa 11:1; 53:2; Zech. 6:12 
NT: Rev. 5:5; 22:16 
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