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The News Is Bad 
Isaiah 34:1-17 

 
Our sermon text this morning is the book of Isaiah chapter 34.  We’re looking at the whole 
chapter, Isaiah 34, verses 1 to 17.  Before we read that, we’ll pray.  Please join me in prayer.   
 
Our Father in heaven, we do indeed ask that you would speak to us now from your word.  I ask, 
Father, you would help me as I speak.  I ask you would help us all as we listen.  Father, I pray we 
would be given ears to hear, eyes to see, and willing hearts that understand and obey your word.  
I ask all of these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Isaiah 34, starting at verse 1: “1 Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O peoples! Let 
the earth hear, and all that fills it; the world, and all that comes from it. 2 For the LORD is enraged 
against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he has devoted them to destruction, has 
given them over for slaughter. 3 Their slain shall be cast out, and the stench of their corpses shall 
rise; the mountains shall flow with their blood. 4 All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the 
skies roll up like a scroll. All their host shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling 
from the fig tree. 
 
“5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; behold, it descends for judgment upon Edom, 
upon the people I have devoted to destruction. 6 The LORD has a sword; it is sated with blood; it 
is gorged with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the 
LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 Wild oxen shall fall with 
them, and young steers with the mighty bulls. Their land shall drink its fill of blood, and their 
soil shall be gorged with fat. 
 
“8 For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion. 9 And the 
streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; her land shall become 
burning pitch. 10 Night and day it shall not be quenched; its smoke shall go up forever. From 
generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it forever and ever. 11 But the 
hawk and the porcupine shall possess it, the owl and the raven shall dwell in it. He shall stretch 
the line of confusion over it, and the plumb line of emptiness. 12 Its nobles—there is no one there 
to call it a kingdom, and all its princes shall be nothing. 
 
“13 Thorns shall grow over its strongholds, nettles and thistles in its fortresses. It shall be the 
haunt of jackals, an abode for ostriches. 14 And wild animals shall meet with hyenas; the wild 
goat shall cry to his fellow; indeed, there the night bird settles and finds for herself a resting 
place.   
 
“15 There the owl nests and lays and hatches and gathers her young in her shadow; indeed, there 
the hawks are gathered, each one with her mate. 16 Seek and read from the book of the LORD: Not 
one of these shall be missing; none shall be without her mate. For the mouth of the LORD has 
commanded, and his Spirit has gathered them. 17 He has cast the lot for them; his hand has 
portioned it out to them with the line; they shall possess it forever; from generation to generation 
they shall dwell in it.”  Amen.  And may God bless that word to us. 
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Many people shrink away from the idea that our God is judge.  They shrink away from the idea 
that God is going to call people to account.  It seems most unpleasant in this world today to tell 
people that God has a plan, that God will repay the evil—He will repay them for their deeds.   
 
People don’t like the idea that we say God is a God of vengeance, that He takes revenge on 
behalf of His people.  People imagine that vengeance is a nasty and petty sort of emotional thing.  
God’s vengeance is not petty, and it’s not emotional.  God’s vengeance is weighed out.  It’s 
deliberate.  It’s balances.  It’s blow-for-blow.  It’s a deliberate, careful enacting of judgment.   
 
If we were to look back in the law that was given to the Old Testament people, you would see 
that the way that the law was enforced in that nation was vengeance—vengeance.  Murderers 
weren’t put in prison.  They were handed over to the family of the victim, to be repaid in like 
measure for the things that they have done.  It was calculated vengeance.  When we hear that 
phrase from the law, “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth,” what do you imagine?  People hear that and 
they say, “Vicious.  That’s nasty.  That’s amazing.  How could the law be that way?  How could 
God give a law like that?”   
 
Understand something.  Eye for eye and tooth for tooth?  It was a limitation on vengeance.  In 
other words, just because someone had killed a member of your family—let’s say you had a 
bigger family, more men; let’s say you had the power to wipe that family out.  No, you couldn’t 
do that.  You couldn’t wipe out a whole family and call it justice.  You could take revenge upon 
the one person who was guilty of murder—“eye for eye, tooth for tooth.”  It was a limitation of 
vengeance.  It was to stop people going off on crazy blood orgies, attacking and killing everyone 
whom they saw.  God is a God of judgment.  God is a God who enacts vengeance.  You can’t 
escape from this fact.   
 
You know, in our society today, we’ve rapidly approached the point where only a few crimes are 
considered to be worthy of some kind of vengeance.  People can do almost anything they please 
now, even murder to a certain degree—just straight-up murder.  When someone gets in a fight or 
someone takes revenge upon somebody and shoots them, even murder doesn’t draw forth 
outrage anymore.  As far as I can tell, the only thing that seems to draw forth the outrage of our 
society in general these days is pedophilia, and murderous pedophilia.  When a child is taken, 
assaulted, and killed, well then finally, you’ll hear people say, “Oh, I hope he dies for that!  I 
hope he suffers for that!”   
 
What kind of God would God be if He did not judge evil for being evil?  Would you worship a 
God who did not call evil “evil,” and who did not bring all things into judgment?  Could you say 
that that God is good?  Imagine the situation.  Let’s narrow it down and make it personal.  A 
child in your family was taken, was assaulted, was murdered.  The police catch the criminal, or 
the person guilty of the crime.  They process the crime, they take it to court, they press charges.  
The jury finds the person guilty.  It was pretty much and open and shut case.  The evidence was 
there, there’s no doubt about it.  They’ve got the right person, that person committed the crime.  
There’s no doubt about it, and it all comes back to the judge.   
 
And the judge, sitting there, says, “You know, I see a little bit of goodness in everybody.  I see a 
little bit of goodness in everybody, and I think everybody is actually naturally good. And 
sometimes people just get misled and they take a few bad decisions.  And though you stole that 
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child, and though you sexually assaulted that child, and though you’ve murdered that child quite 
horribly, and though their family is there and they’re brokenhearted, I see a little bit of goodness 
in you, and I think the truth is that you were a good person who just took a few bad decisions.  
So, I’m going to give you six-month good behaviour bond.”   
 
How do we see that kind of judge?  What do we think of that kind of judge?  We not only call 
out for the blood of the murderer when that happens, we call out for the blood of the judge. We 
say that judge is an unjust judge.  That judge is not good.  That judge is actually as evil as the 
person that they just let off with a slap on the wrist for a hideous and heinous crime.   
 
There’s going to be a last day, my friends.  God is the judge of all humanity.  Do you really think 
He’s going to sit there and say, “Well, I saw a little bit of good in you, and you were just 
unfortunate and took a few bad choices.  But it’s okay.  It’s okay.  I’m just going to let you off.  
Come on in.  Come into my kingdom.  Come on in to eternal life”?  It’s not going to happen that 
way.  You wouldn’t worship that god.  You wouldn’t say that he was good.  You wouldn’t say 
that he was holy, holy, holy.  You wouldn’t say that he was righteous.  If I thought God was like 
that, I would hate him.  I would hate him. 
 
What’s the message of the cross?  Why is it that the Saviour died?  Why is it that the cross was 
like a descent into hell?  Think of the things that Jesus said about hell in His life.  He said there’d 
be thirst.  What did He say upon the cross?  “I thirst.”  He said there’d be gnashing of teeth.  
What does it say that the people of Jerusalem did as He was dying, the people who observed 
Him?  They laughed at Him, they gnashed their teeth at Him.  He said there would be darkness.  
What happened?  There was darkness over the world.  It’s as though upon the cross, hell 
descended on the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
You want to know how God judges the wicked?  You want to know how God is going to treat 
criminals, unrepentant sinners?  Do you want to know how God is going to treat those who have 
been evil?  Have a look at the things that Jesus suffered, and then take the time limit off it.  Jesus 
suffered once for a day, basically for an evening.  Those who have not come to Christ in faith 
and in repentance, the suffering never stops.  The suffering never stops.  Their descent into hell is 
permanent.  It doesn’t change.  They’re forever undergoing destruction, and yet they’re never 
destroyed.  They’re forever undergoing the fires of hell, and yet they’re never burnt.  They’re 
forever being consumed, and yet that consuming never becomes consummated.  It’s an ongoing 
process.  Why?  Because the sins that people commit, they commit against a good, holy God.   
 
People sin against one another.  I could sin against you, you could sin against me.  But you must 
understand something—the thing that makes a sin between one person and another a sin is that 
people bear the image of God.  To sin against our fellow human being is to assault the image of 
God.  In Genesis chapter 9, that’s what God said to Noah.  “The man who kills will be killed.”  
Why?  Because he’s assaulted a man in whom resides the image of God.  Our sins against people 
are sins against God.   
 
In Psalm 51, David says, “Against you, you only have I sinned.”  Who was he speaking to?  He 
was speaking to God.  What sin was he speaking of?  Well, he was actually speaking of the fact 
that he’d committed adultery with a woman named Bathsheba, and had her husband killed.  He 
was speaking of adultery and murder.  But in his psalm of repentance and confession, whom 
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does he say “I’ve sinned against”?  “You, you only”—against God.  He’s getting to the back of 
it.  It was wrong.  He did sin against Bathsheba and Uriah.  But the thing that makes it a sin is 
they bear the image of the living God.  And so ultimately, his sin is against the living God, and 
ultimately judgment or forgiveness would come to him from whom?  The living God, against 
whom he had sinned.   
 
God has a day of judgment and vengeance to be enacted against every human being that was 
ever born, and every angel, spirit being, that was ever created.  God has a day of judgment, and 
it’s coming, my friends.  It’s coming.  You would not worship, you would not love, you would 
not respect a God who was not the judge.   
 
This sugar-coated nonsense that gets spread out into the world, that people think they know 
about Jesus.  They don’t read the whole Book.  I mean, the Sermon on the Mount.  “The Sermon 
on the Mount is beautiful.”  Have you heard someone say that?  “I think the Sermon on the 
Mount is beautiful.  It’s a guide to life.  It’s enlightening.  I just love the Sermon on the Mount.”  
How does it finish?  It finishes with Jesus saying, “Whoever hears my words and obeys them has 
eternal life.  And whoever does not hear them and does not obey them is on the way to hell.”   
 
In other words, Jesus speaks as God, promising that He is the judge of all humanity.  Those 
words are beautiful to anyone who has the Spirit of God in them.  You hear the Sermon on the 
Mount, and you are blown away by the beauty of the things that are said, by the goodness of 
Christ who spoke them.  But my friends, the Sermon on the Mount alone is enough to damn 
anybody to hell.  And it tells us that.  It actually threatens us with those facts.   
 
Isaiah chapter 34 starts off with the call from God: “1 Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give 
attention, O peoples! Let the earth hear, and all that fills it; the world, and all that comes from it. 
2 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he has devoted 
them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter.” 
 
In the book of Isaiah, there’s only one nation that survives.  There’s only one nation that 
survives, there’s only one city that survives, there’s only one people that survive.  They’re called 
Zion, Judah, Israel, Jacob.  In the New Testament, that same gathering of people is called the 
Church—those who are of faith, those who have the faith of Abraham, those who worship the 
one true living God, according to His revealed word.  They’re the only ones who survive.  The 
only city that survives is the eternal city, that Zion that descends from heaven, the eternal city.   
 
The only nation that survives is the nation of the people of God, though it be made up of many 
thousands of nations that have come and gone upon this earth.  Australia?  One of these days, 
slated down for destruction, whether it lasts to the end of this evil age, or whether it falls before 
the end of this evil age, I don’t know.  But I tell you, it’s slated down for destruction.  The USA, 
Great Britain, all the nations of Europe, all the nations of Asia and Africa, North America, South 
America, you name it.  They’re all slated down for destruction.  None of them is the eternal 
nation.  None of them have within them the eternal city.  God is drawing from all of these 
nations His people, His faithful people, forming them into a true nation of God-fearers, a true 
nation of the worshipers of the living God.   
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And so God sends out His call—two calls going out into the world, two calls.  Next week we get 
to look at the call of the good news, the call to repent.  That’s Isaiah chapter 35.  This week, it’s 
the call to judgment.  The call to judgment.  God calls the nations in, for what?  For destruction.   
 
Verses 1 to 4 of our chapter, I’ve given it a subtitle, “Judgment Upon the Nations.”  See the 
phrase, God has devoted them to destruction, there in verse 2.  “He has devoted them to 
destruction.”  It’s exactly the same phrase that was used in the book of Joshua, chapter 6, 
verse 21.  When God sent the people into the Promised Land, He told them to do what?  “Devote 
these cities to destruction.”  Why?  “Because the people who dwell in them are idolaters.  If you 
leave them in the land, you will be tempted to idolatry.”   
 
Do you know enough of your Bible to remember what happens?  Do the people fail or succeed?  
They take their nation, they take the land, but they fail in that mission of judgment.  They fail to 
purify the land of the peoples who dwelt within it.  And you come through to the book of Second 
Kings, King Solomon, what does he do?  He takes wives from among the nations that God had 
said the people were to destroy.  And where does Solomon end up?  He ends up sacrificing to 
their idols, sacrificing to their demons.  Solomon ends up breaking faith with God.  It’s exactly 
the same word.  They’ve been devoted to destruction. 
 
Or how about the line at the end of verse 2, God “has given them over for slaughter.”  Given 
them over.  It’s an interesting phrase, “given them over.”  In the Septuagint, it’s exactly the same 
phrase that gets used three times in the book of Romans, chapter 1.  Now the Septuagint is the 
ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament.  Turn if you would to Romans chapter 1, for a 
moment, and let’s just see where the same phrase gets used three times.  We’ll start reading at 
verse 18:  
 
“18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.”  Verse 24: “Therefore God gave them up.”  That’s exactly the 
same phrase.  “Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen.” 
 
Verse 26: “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions.”  Once again, exactly the 
same phrase.  “For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 
27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error. 
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“28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to 
do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s righteous decree that 
those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those 
who practice them.” 
 
They’ve been given over, given over, given over.  Sin brings more sin.  Sins hardens the heart.  
The hardening of the heart only leads to more sin.  That more sin only leads to a further 
hardening of the heart.  God’s judgment upon sin, God’s very first judgment upon sin, is what?  
More sin.  You want to give yourself over to sin?  I will give you over to your sins.  You want to 
play in the dirt, you end up playing in the ditch.  You want to play in the ditch, you end up 
playing in the swamp.  You want to play in the swamp, you end up playing in the sewer.  You 
just go lower and lower and lower and lower.  You’re being given over.  And that’s our phrase 
from the book of Isaiah.  The nation’s being given over to destruction.   
 
You see, we live in an interesting time in the history of humanity.  We live in an overlapping 
time.  We are in this present evil age.  We are still in this present evil age.  The evil that mankind 
has done since the Fall continues to be done.  Even so, the new age, the new creation has broken 
into this present evil age.  Think for example of Second Corinthians chapter 5.  “If anyone is in 
Christ, behold, a new creation.”  A new creation has burst into this present evil age, and we’re in 
the overlap of time.  We’re in the overlap between the evil age and the new age to come.  The 
new age to come is already here.  It’s already here in the church.  It’s already here in the hearts 
of God’s people.  It’s breaking in.  Yet, the evil that has always been known to humanity 
continues to be known to humanity.  People are being given over for slaughter before our very 
eyes.  The world’s being given over to judgment.   
 
I look at what’s happening to our society—and I don’t mean just Australia, you know—the 
society that we call “the West,” the society that was born from the Reformation.  It was born 
from the preaching of the gospel.  It was born from churches where the gospel was faithfully 
proclaimed.  Even today, even as we’re being given over in our sins, and we look at our nations 
and we see them falling to pieces around us, ask yourself the question, “Where on this earth 
would I be happy to live, and where on this earth would I not want to live,” and you can almost 
guarantee the answer.  The ones that you say, “You know, that looks like a good place to live,” 
you can almost guarantee that at one point in time or another in the last few hundred years, you 
could honestly have said, “That nation is a Christian nation.”  And the ones where you don’t 
want to live, the gospel’s never reigned, it’s never been preached on a large scale.   
 
There have been missionaries to places all over the earth, but in some places, Christianity took 
root and it became the guiding and controlling influence of those nations.  But now they’re being 
given over.  How do you know they’re being given over?  How do you know that type of thing 
that Isaiah’s talking about is happening in the nations now?  Well look at the prevalent sins in 
our society now.  Look at exactly what we just read in the book of Romans.  Who’s got the 
political power now?  The sinners, the perverse, the unrighteous, the haters of God.  And what do 
our laws do now?  They approve of such things.   
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That which only 50 years ago was understood to be what it was, and that is a sin against all 
humanity, a sin against God, something that destroys and corrupts society by its very nature, now 
the laws say that even in just saying that, I’m skating along the edge of something they want to 
call “hate speech,” “incitement.”   
 
Our society’s been given over, given over, given over.  The celebration of sin seems to rule the 
day.  Freedom is called freedom to sin. But Scripture tells us that freedom is freedom from sin.  
It’s not the freedom to sin.  What is slavery, what is bondage, what is self-destruction—that is 
being called “freedom” by our societies.  Scripture calls holiness freedom.  Scripture calls 
righteousness freedom.  Scripture calls obedience to God freedom.   
 
You see, the truth is that humanity was created to be a serving being.  Humanity was created to 
be a servant.  That’s the nature God gave to humanity.  And so here’s the way it is: Everybody 
serves something, somebody.  Everybody serves in some way.  Everybody worships in some 
way.  Either they serve Satan, they serve this evil world, they serve this evil age, they serve the 
idols of this evil age, they serve themselves and their own evil desires—and that’s what Scripture 
calls bondage and slavery; or, they serve the one true, living God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 
Those who serve God are those whom Scripture calls the free.  “For freedom, Christ has made 
you free.  Stand fast, therefore, in the freedom that you have been given,” said the Apostle Paul 
in the book of Galatians.  For freedom, Christ has made you free.  Freedom, my friends, is to live 
righteously in the sight of God.  Victory in this life is victory over the power of sin.  And so we 
should be a people who long for holiness, long for righteousness, and mourn over our 
wickedness, mourn over the sins that we have in common with the world around us.  For God is 
calling the nations to destruction, and He’s “given them over for slaughter.”  They won’t even be 
buried.   
 
Notice verse 4 of Isaiah chapter 34.  We get, once again, this picture of “All the host of heaven 
shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host shall fall, as leaves fall from the 
vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree.”  What we’re heading towards here—and I’ll point this 
out again when we get to it—what we’re heading for here is de-creation, or uncreation.  Genesis 
chapter 1 tells us that before God created, that the earth was formless and void—tohu and bohu 
are the two Hebrew words.  And Isaiah is leading us towards the point where he tells us that the 
nations are tohu and bohu, all over again—uncreated, de-created, formless and void—that God’s 
judgment is going to destroy what we know as our current creation.   
 
When you read about the stars being rolled up, or the skies rolling up, the host of heaven rotting 
away—well, we’ve already taken a couple of readings in the New Testament, Matthew 24 and 
Revelation chapter 6—understand that in the book of Genesis chapter 1, and verses 14 to 19, it’s 
God who created the heavens, it’s God who created the lights that are in the heavens.  And He 
gave them for order, to differentiate between night and day, to divide between darkness and light, 
and He gave them for mankind and for mankind’s comfort.  He gave them so that we could look 
upon His creation and give Him the glory for creating.   
 
The sun, the moon, and the stars, my friends, it’s one of the revelations of God—God revealing 
Himself to all of humanity.  God was light, and He gave us light, and He gave us light through 
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His creation.  The sun, the moon, and the stars, then, become symbolic of where the revelation of 
God is to be found, where God’s people are to be found. 
 
Turn, for example, to the book of Genesis chapter 37.  We’re in the story of Joseph and his 
brothers and Jacob.  Genesis 37, let’s read from 9 down to verse 11: “9 Then he dreamed another 
dream and told it to his brothers and said, ‘Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.’ 10 But when he told it to his father and 
to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this dream that you have 
dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground 
before you?’ 11 And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.” 
 
If you look upon this idea of the sun, the moon, and the stars being delegated or subordinate light 
given by God, well where now do we find that light residing?  Who are the people walking in 
that light?  Jacob and his family—the descendants of Abraham and Isaac, the men of the 
covenant.  The light is now with them, because in the end, the light becomes a metaphor for the 
light of the revelation of God—God’s word, for example, Jesus, “the light of the world.”  So the 
light here dwells with the people of God, in Genesis chapter 37.   
 
Move on to the book of Revelation chapter 12, starting at verse 1: “And a great sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 
twelve stars.”  It’s the same light.  Who’s the woman there?  It’s the nation of Israel giving birth 
to the Messiah.  There you have the light of God dwelling.  Where?  Upon the nation of Israel.  
Notice that the woman then becomes the church and flees off into the nations.   
 
When God is rolling up the skies, when it says, for example, verse 4 of Isaiah 34: “All the host of 
heaven shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll,” well that word “the host of heaven” can 
be seen in a couple of different ways.  The host of heaven is in some places in Scripture the 
angelic armies.  God is at the head of His host, the host of heaven.  And in other places it’s 
referring to the stars.  So it seems to indicate we’re talking about a time of judgment, judgment 
on all things—physical creation, judgment upon God’s spiritual creation—all things.  And the 
light is being taken away from these people who’ve been handed over to their sins.  The light is 
being withdrawn from them.  They’re being left in darkness.  They’re being condemned to 
destruction. 
 
The next section I want us to look at, verses 5 to 7, my subtitle here is “No Substitute Equals No 
Hope.”  Let’s have a quick look at it.  “5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; behold, it 
descends for judgment upon Edom, upon the people I have devoted to destruction. 6 The LORD 
has a sword; it is sated with blood; it is gorged with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with 
the fat of the kidneys of rams. For the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great slaughter in the 
land of Edom. 7 Wild oxen shall fall with them, and young steers with the mighty bulls. Their 
land shall drink its fill of blood, and their soil shall be gorged with fat.” 
 
Now to get some idea of what’s being said here, I want you to understand.  The best way to do it, 
look at it in Scripture.  Turn to the book of Leviticus, chapter 3.  This is a chapter concerning 
peace offerings.  It’s a chapter concerning offerings made to God.  We’ll start at verse 14: 
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“14 Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering 
the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them 
at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 16 And the priest 
shall burn them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD’s. 17 It 
shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat 
neither fat nor blood.” 
 
Now what’s happening there?  What’s the particular thing that’s happening there?  An offering is 
being made to bring peace between a sinner and God.  And what’s the message that you get from 
that offering, just in general?  A substitute is being offered—a substitute.  The whole idea here is 
that because something without sin has been offered—a spotless lamb, or a kid, or a goat from 
the flock, one of the best of your flock; sacrifices were never meant to be a way to get rid of the 
rubbish, you were meant to sacrifice the best things that you owned—something was being 
offered in place of yourself.  You were making a substitute.   
 
What did all the sacrifices point to?  What were all the sacrifices in the Old Testament pointing 
to?  They were pointing to the one true sacrifice that actually cleanses people of their sins.  
They’re all anticipating Jesus Christ.  You want to know one of the ways that you can find the 
gospel in the Old Testament, here it is: You’re guilty, and you can’t offer yourself up to repay 
your sins.  You need a spotless substitute.  You need a substitute without blemish.  God will 
accept, on your behalf your offering of a lamb, a goat, an ox, whatever the law may require, in 
whatever circumstance you find yourself.  You need a substitute. 
 
Now turn back to Isaiah chapter 34, verses 5 to 7, and notice something when it comes to these 
people.  Isaiah has narrowed his focus down on Edom.  Why Edom?  Well Edom were the 
enemies of God’s people.  If we were to look at the Exodus, one of the nations that tried to stop 
God’s people from entering into the Promised Land was Edom.  They’re representative of all of 
those who hate God’s church and try to get in the way of God accomplishing His purposes.   
 
“The Lord has a sword;” verse 6, “it is sated with blood; it is gorged with fat, with the blood of 
lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams.”  So God’s got a sword.  That sword is 
satisfied with the offerings that have been made.  “For the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great 
slaughter in the land of Edom. 7 Wild oxen shall fall with them, and young steers with the mighty 
bulls. Their land shall drink its fill of blood, and their soil shall be gorged with fat.”   
 
What’s Isaiah saying?  God has a sacrifice from a people, and He’s satisfied with that sacrifice.  
But from this other group of people over here, these Edomites, these enemies of God’s people, 
these people who’ve tried to stop God’s people from entering into their Promised Land?  They’re 
the sacrifice.  They themselves are the ones who die for their sins.  God’s sword is satisfied with 
the sacrifice that has come from God’s people.   
 
Now what’s our sacrifice today?  Who or what is your substitute?  Our substitute is the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  Who is our Lamb without spot and blemish?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  God is 
satisfied with the sacrifice, He’s satisfied with the substitute.  But for these Edomites, there’s no 
substitute.  There’s no sacrifice.  The same sword that is satisfied with the offering that has come 
from His people is going to kill those who have made no satisfactory offering.  They had no 
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substitute; therefore, they have no hope.  They have no atoning sacrifice; therefore, they are 
under the judgment of God.   
 
My friends, someone has to pay the price of sin.  Sin must be paid for.  When God forgives sin, 
He doesn’t pretend it didn’t happen.  He doesn’t just drop the whole issue.  You’ve sinned 
against a perfect, righteous, and holy God.  He forgets nothing.  He can’t forget anything.  His 
knowledge is perfect.  He doesn’t just drop it, “Ah, I won’t think about it ever again.”   
 
Somebody or something has to pay the price!  Either the person who committed the sin will pay 
the price for the sin, or a substitute will be accepted.  Our substitute is Jesus.  The price of our 
sins fell upon Jesus.  Our sins went to the cross in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The death 
penalty that had to be paid for what we did was paid by Jesus.  The hell that we deserved fell 
upon Jesus, that we could dwell in blessing, that we could be the people of God.  But for those 
like the Edomites who have no substitute, the hell that they deserve will fall upon them.  They 
will suffer the punishment that their sins require.   
 
Verses 8 to 17 is the last section.  I’ve given it a subtitle there, it’s simply called “The Descent 
into Chaos.”  It basically describes the destruction of a nation.  That nation is representative of 
God’s destruction of all the earth in judgment.  Have a look at verse 11: “But the hawk and the 
porcupine shall possess it, the owl and the raven shall dwell in it. He shall stretch the line of 
confusion over it, and the plumb line of emptiness.” 
 
There, as I mentioned before, remember from Genesis chapter 1, verse 2?  The earth was 
formless and void.  God’s saying exactly the same words there: confusion and emptiness; 
formless and void; tohu and bohu, in the Hebrew.  Nice rhyming words.  De-creation, uncreation, 
destruction.  The earth was created for humanity to dwell in, and here it would seem as though 
it’s being handed over to the animals.   
 
But there’s an interesting thing about that list of animals that we’re given.  And the truth is, many 
of them, we don’t exactly know what they are.  Those who translate the Scriptures have given 
them names that seem to correspond, but there’s a couple of animals there that apparently are 
actually, probably, demons.  It speaks for example of the “night bird,” and it speaks for example 
of the “wild goat.”  They’re translators’ best approximation of those words.  In some contexts, 
those words seem to mean demons, unclean spirits.   
 
So the earth is becoming formless and void, and the dwelling place of demons, the dwelling 
place of wicked ones.  Where are those who are going to be punished for their sins going to end 
up?  They’re going to end up in the presence of Satan and his angels, receiving the reward of 
their sins for all of eternity, in the same place as those evil spirits that have ruled their lives. 
 
That’s got us basically through our portion, or our chapter.  I now just want, in closing, to draw 
our attention particularly down onto Isaiah chapter 34, verse 16.  Let’s read it, first of all: “Seek 
and read from the book of the LORD: Not one of these shall be missing; none shall be without her 
mate. For the mouth of the LORD has commanded, and his Spirit has gathered them.”  Three 
things I want us to see in that verse: 
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(1) The things that are read from the book of the Lord.  Now this is probably Isaiah referring to 
his own prophecy, but Scripture is Scripture.  Whether you speak of the book of Isaiah, it’s no 
more or less Scripture than the book of Genesis, or Exodus, right through to the book of 
Revelation.  “Seek and read from the book of the Lord”; (2) The things read in the book have 
come from where?  They’ve come from the mouth of the Lord.  “For the mouth of the Lord has 
commanded”; (3) And why is it that they are sure and they’re certain, and cannot be denied?  For 
they are done through and by God’s Holy Spirit.  The book of the Lord comes from the 
commandment of the mouth of the Lord, and is fulfilled by the work and the power of the Lord, 
or through His Holy Spirit.   
 
Let’s just have a look at this and flesh it out a little bit.  Turn to Isaiah chapter 40, and there I just 
want to have a look at verse 8, but we’ll start reading at verse 6:  
 
“6 A voice says, ‘Cry!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like 
the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God 
will stand forever.”   
 
What do I want you to see there?  Notice, “the word of our God will stand forever.”  Where does 
the word of our God come from?  It comes from the breath of the Lord—anthropomorphism, 
speaking of God as though He was a person, for our benefit.  You know, Scripture says God has 
a finger, but Jesus said God is Spirit.  Scripture says God has a mighty arm.  Jesus said God is 
Spirit.  God is Spirit, but God speaks to us in ways that we can understand.   
 
“The breath of the Lord blows on it, but the word of our God will stand forever.”  You have God.  
Think of God.  Think now of the nature of God.  God is eternal.  God is omnipotent.  God is 
omniscient.  God is in all places at all times—God is omnipresent.  God never lies.  God is 
righteous.  God is holy.  God is true.  When that God speaks, what therefore must we say 
concerning His word?  When that God says something, concerning the words that He has 
spoken, what is the nature of those words?   
 
You walk into a used car yard, what is the nature of the words that are spoken to you by a 
salesman?  Do you automatically trust those words?  Do you automatically assume that the 
person speaking to you is telling the truth?  Or some politician gets on TV and makes their 
election promises.  What is the nature of their words?  Do you assume that those words are true 
and unshakeable?  Or have you become a little bit wise as you’ve grown a little bit older, and 
you’ve seen the way politicians work, and you know that they’re liars?   
 
But what about when God speaks?  When God speaks, what is the nature of the words that come 
from the mouth of God?  Can they be lies?  No.  Can they ever cease to be the word of God?  No.  
God is eternal, His word is eternal.  I’m not saying that the words in Scripture are God, but I’m 
telling you that the words that come from God draw something of the nature of God, or God 
gives to His words something of His nature.  God’s words are permanent.  God’s words are all-
powerful.  God’s words are undeniable, because God spoke them.   
 
That voice that said, “Let there be light”—there was no argument.  There was no disobedience.  
There was no failure.  He said, “Let there be light,” there was light.  When God speaks to His 
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people, His people are receiving a word from the mouth of God that is most sure.  We call our 
God the living God.  His word lives.  His word is sharp.  It’s living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, as the Scripture tells us.   
 
Turn to the book of Matthew chapter 22, Jesus speaking to the Sadducees.  The Sadducees have 
come and asked their silly question about the woman who supposedly married seven brothers, 
etc., etc.  Jesus answered them—Matthew 22, starting at verse 29: “But Jesus answered them, 
‘You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the 
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as 
for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: 32 “I am the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is not God of the dead, but of the 
living.’”  
 
Now there’s something very interesting said there, and you need to pay attention.  Jesus quotes 
Scripture: “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  Where’s He 
quoting from?  Most likely, Exodus chapter 3—God speaking to Moses.  God speaking to 
Moses.  But look at who Jesus says the Scripture is speaking to.  Verse 31: “Have you not read 
what was said to you by God” to you?  Have you not read what was said by God to you? 
 
God spoke, my friends, in ages past.  God spoke thousands of years ago.  God spoke through His 
prophets, God spoke through Moses, God spoke through all the authors of Scripture, God spoke 
through the apostles.  God spoke.  We’ve been given God’s word.  My friend, God speaks to 
you.. from all eternity, into time, to us, here, now, God speaks to you.  God’s word is present.  
God’s word is currently presently working.  God’s word is currently presently the power of God.   
 
Second Timothy chapter 3:16: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.”  All Scripture breathed out by God.  And so God speaks, God’s 
word is permanent, living, eternal.  God’s word speaks to all people at all times in all places.  
God’s word will never fail.  God’s word cannot be denied.  By what power, by what means?  
Isaiah tells us, doesn’t he, back at Isaiah 34, verse 16: “And his Spirit has gathered them.” 
 
Now Isaiah’s speaking of a very particular context.  He’s saying, God has said these nations will 
be gathered and they will be judged.  And he’s saying, “It’s been written in the book; therefore, I 
know it’s going to happen.  I’ve spoken by the power of God, and God’s Holy Spirit is going to 
make it happen.”   
 
In the creation, Genesis chapter 1, verse 2, the Spirit hovered upon the waters.  When God 
decided at one time, Genesis chapter 6, to cast judgment upon the earth, what did He say?  “My 
Spirit will not wrestle with man for all time.”  My Spirit will not wrestle with humanity for all 
time.  Everything God does, God does by and through the power of His Holy Spirit.   
 
In Acts chapter 7, verse 51, Stephen, preaching to the gathered council.  What’s his accusation?  
He says to them they’re a stiff-necked and stubborn people.  They’ve always resisted the Holy 
Spirit—always resisted God’s Holy Spirit.  Stephen’s saying that throughout the history of this 
nation, You have been stiff-necked and stubborn.  Those words, if we wanted to do some biblical 
theology and trace them out, we’d find that those words point to idolatry.  When the Israelites 
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committed idolatry with the golden calves, God said, “They’re a stiff-necked and stubborn 
people.”  Stiff-necked and stubborn.   
 
But Stephen, being filled with the Holy Spirit, Acts chapter 7, verse 55, what does He see, being 
filled with the Holy Spirit?  It says he sees directly into heaven.  He sees the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, standing at the right hand of the Father.  The Holy Spirit.   
 
We speak often of the Holy Spirit.  We speak of the fact that He gives light to God’s people.  He 
gives light to the church.  He turns people’s hearts and minds to Jesus.  He speaks to us from, 
through, and by the Scripture.  He shows us the things of God.  The Holy Spirit also rules over 
those people who are in darkness.  And when God says they shall be gathered for judgment, 
God’s Spirit gathers them.  God rules over all things.  He rules over all people, the faithful and 
the unfaithful.  Nothing, nothing can stand against God.  Nothing can thwart His purpose.   
 
I may say I’m going to do something, but it’s always conditional.  I don’t control all 
circumstances.  I might not get there.  Do my best, but I might not make it.  Something could 
easily go wrong.  But when God says He’s going to do something, it will be done.  His word 
cannot be denied.  His word cannot fail.  The things that we read in the Book come to us from 
the mouth of God, and are done by God’s Holy Spirit.  All of these things.  And they are all 
good.  Even God’s judgment and God’s vengeance upon evil is good.  It should fill us with fear, 
and it should fill us with compassion for those who are under this judgment. 
 
My friends, you know, we’re trying to snatch people out of the fire.  We’re trying to snatch 
people out from under condemnation.  The condemnation is already here.  The nations are 
already being given over.  And we’re trying to snatch people out from destruction.  We’re trying 
to be a warning voice in this world.  We’ve got to preach the bad news; we can’t avoid it.  Why 
would someone repent if they haven’t heard the bad news?  No one’s going to repent if they 
don’t hear the bad news.  Preach the good news, but always preach the bad news. 
 
You know, I was reading one guy who used to think that a good balance for a sermon was forty 
minutes condemnation, ten minutes salvation.  Forty minutes condemnation, ten minutes 
salvation.  Why?  Because he wanted to see people repenting.  He wanted to see people turning 
to God, truly.  My friends, next week we get the good news.  This week, we’ve heard of God’s 
judgment.  It’s also good news, but it’s certainly good news with a sharp edge.  Let’s pray. 
 
Father in heaven, we do once again thank you and praise you that you have spoken to your 
people from your word, that your word is a sure and true word, that your Spirit will not allow 
your word to fall to the ground empty.  Father in heaven, we pray that we would indeed preach 
this gospel in truth.  Lord, we pray that we would see people snatched from the fire and brought 
into the kingdom of God, there that they would give you the glory, there that they would worship 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that they would praise you forever and ever.  We ask these things in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


