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THE MASTER OF OCEAN AND EARTH AND SKY
Luke 8:22-25

The rest of chapter eight and all of chapter nine in Luke’s
Gospel account contain statements and illustrations proving Christ’s
authority over all things, all people, all beings natural and
supernatural. Having established the principle that we need to hear
and heed the truth Jesus offers us, Luke now demonstrates why we
need to listen and obey Him. God the Son is all-powerful. He has
absolute authority. He, because He is God, is also omnipotent—able
to do whatever He chooses. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all
things. 

We were reminded in our Scripture reading this morning of
Paul’s statement to the Christians in Colassae, Jesus Christ is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things
were created through him and for him.  And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together (Colossians 1:15-17).

Before us in our text is the first of nine examples or illustrations
of Christ’s authority. Luke presents Christ as the supreme authority
over nature, sickness, death, earthly rulers, His own death, disciples,
all powers, and demons. It is highly likely that we are going to be
found somewhere in that list. Jesus is our authority. Okay, most
Christians get that. But that also means that Jesus is the supreme
authority over our circumstances. And probably most Christians
would be quick to agree with that proposal. Yes, but do we live like
it?

If Jesus maintains complete authority over all our
circumstances, why do our circumstances control us? Why do
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circumstances determine if we are having a good day or bad day?
Why are the circumstances of our lives the focus of our every
thought? It seems that if we really believe that Jesus is the supreme
authority, our thoughts ought to be fixed on Him. Instead, most of the
time, Christ’s followers are identified by their particular or unique
circumstances—whether they are good or bad. 

For example, we know Christians by their achievements, their
failures, their happy temperament, their sad countenance, their
success, their loss, their trials, and all the other stuff that makes up
normal life. Think about Job. When I mention that name almost
everyone here pictures the dejected ancient Middle Easterner sitting
in a pile of ashes surrounded by critical, judgmental friends who
could only give bad advice. But when I think of Job, my mind
pictures the story in chapters 38-42. There we learn that Job enjoyed
a unique experience to get to know God on an intimate level that most
of us will never know in this life. When you mention Job’s name to
me I think, “There was one blessed man who really knew God,” not
“Oh, poor Job.”

What identifies you? How do we, your peers and friends, know
you? We are privileged to know so much about our Savior and
Master, Jesus. Our lives should be shaped by that knowledge and
experience, not by our circumstances.  

A Perilous Situation (vv.22-23).

An important, but easily missed, lesson taught in this story is
illustrated as the disciples obeyed the Master. The Master gave clear
and simple instruction. One day he got into a boat with his disciples,
and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side of the lake”
(v.22a). Probably it was a boat owned by Peter, James, John or
Andrew or all three together. It was probably a comparatively small
boat. This picture is based on relics of ancient boats found in the
bottom of the Sea of Galilee. 

No doubt Jesus needed some rest and was getting away from the
crowds for a bit. Mark indicates that it was the evening after telling
the Kingdom parables (which we see most thoroughly recorded in
Matthew 13). Jesus and the disciples were headed across the “lake”
to the eastern side, the country of the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1). It is good



3

for us to be familiar with the typography of this little lake that is such
a centerpiece in all the Holy Land. The lake is thirteen miles wide
(west to east) and seven miles long (north to south). It sits at 680'
below sea level. It is surrounded by hills and tablelands that extent
from higher mountains all around. 

Because the lake is virtually a bowl sitting at the base of the
mountains, the cold mountain air often sweeps down the hillsides
smashing into the warm air over the lake. Sometimes that creates
violent storms. In 1992 one of these storms was so severe that it
created waves 10 feet  high which smashed into the significant city
of Tiberias on the western shore of Lake Galilee doing a great deal of
damage. 

Our text reveals that the disciples accompanied Jesus. You are
probably thinking of only the twelve apostles at this point, much like
the ancient painter Rembrandt did. However, the term disciples
generally included many more than just the twelve apostles. And all
those people get on one cruise ship for a beautiful night sailing across
the sea. Mark recorded the detail in this story that “other boats were
with Him” (Mark 4:36). 

Disciples is a word that speaks generally of followers who
desire to be like the teacher. Sometimes they made great sacrifices to
be like Christ who became their Master when they were regenerated.
Jesus describes people like that by saying, “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow
me” (Luke 9:23). The true disciple was not the one who had to go
home and enjoy family or put his hand to the plow but then decide
they didn’t like farming (Luke 9:57-62). Those were the “followers”
who when faced with the demand for complete identification with
Christ “turned back and no longer walked with Him” (John 6:66).
They were the stony-soil hearts, the thorny-soil hearts who appeared
to be in the Kingdom but never produced lasting fruit. 

But here bunches of followers are following in other boats. Like
good disciples, they heard and did. Jesus said, “Let’s go across the
sea, so they set out (v.22b). Again, it is not likely that Luke reported
these events chronologically. However, at some point in His ministry
Jesus taught the lessons about how His true followers are
characterized by hearing Him and doing what they hear. In this case,
the Lord’s command was plain and practical. Many of His commands
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still are. If we would be concerned to do the commands and teaching
that we do understand, we would not have a lot of time to be worried
about the teaching of the Bible we don’t understand.

Well, the disciples obeyed the Master, but soon they were in
danger because they obeyed. The Master fell asleep. We read, and as
they sailed he fell asleep (v.23a). Picture a pleasant evening with the
wind filling the sails of the little boats as they silently sailed across
the lake. They were sailing which means they were  dependent on
wind, a force of nature. The picture speaks of quiet, peacefulness, no
sound of clanking oars and maybe no one was talking. 

Here is the only place in Scripture that speaks of Jesus sleeping.
He must have been somewhat comfortable sleeping in the stern of the
boat on a cushion (Mark 8:38). He was human so he experienced
sheer exhaustion from the requirements of ministry. As Son of God,
He rested secure in the confidence of His Father’s will. As Son of
Man, He was content to trust the fishermen-disciples to land Him safe
on the eastern shore. He obviously felt no need to stay awake and
pester the boatmen with advice, or just to watch and make sure they
piloted the boat safely.

About the time the band of travelers got well under way, the
forces of nature turned against them. And a windstorm came down on
the lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger (v.23b).
Suddenly one of those unexpected windstorms swept down upon the
lake. We take weather predictions for granted. Therefore, we might
want to chide the disciples for not being more alert. If the sailors
would have checked the weather report, they might have known that
a storm was brewing north or west of the lake and stayed off the
water that night. But the means for those men to predict weather was
basically “red sky in the morning, sailors take warning” and “red sky
at night, sailors delight.”

Being ignorant of what life was about to throw at them, the
sailors with most precious “Cargo” on board started out across the
sea. Suddenly they were in serious danger. When fishermen who
spent every night of their lives on the sea believed they were in
danger, circumstances were bad. The water (maybe like those 10'
waves recorded in 1992) was “baptizing” the boat. That is one
classical use of the Greek word baptizo which pictured a boat being
covered over with water. 
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This is such a fitting picture of life. We are cruising through life
enjoying the blessings the Lord has heaped upon us. In fact, we might
even be living life in fellowship with the Lord, enjoying His presence.
We try to look at the indications of the future, and predicting potential
troubles, we wisely plan to avoid them. For example, we eat well,
exercise regularly, drive safely, contribute to our savings account and
retirement fund, and generally make good decisions. But one day,
circumstances that we never anticipated, circumstances that are
beyond our control, overtake us. Suddenly we are overwhelmed by a
bad report from our doctor, or the loss of our job, or a massive
financial downturn that wasn’t supposed to happen. Suddenly a
relationship that we held so dear, a friendship that we depended on is
fractured or disappears into thin air for no reason. What do we do?
Who do we blame? How do we respond? How do we regain control
of the ship of life and safely pilot it to the destination where we
planned to arrive?

Who Has More Authority Than “Mother Nature” (vv.24-25)?

The Master demonstrated His authority when He rebuked
“Mother Nature.” Christ’s followers were convinced they were
perishing. The waves were sweeping over the little boat, And they
went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!”
(v.24a). 

Many people would comment on this story by saying that
Mother Nature had turned against them. The concept of Mother
Nature precedes Greaco-Roman mythology being found as far back
as Babylonian legends. It revolves around the idea of earth being
productive or fertile and is therefore equated with motherhood.
Throughout the ages, various goddesses have represented the Mother
of earth which has given the modern western world the mindless
phrase often repeated even by Christians, “Mother Nature.”

We seldom stop to consider that the phrase itself makes
reference to a goddess who created the world, sustains the world, and
hopefully is happy enough with us to grant us nice weather. The irony
of it all is expressed when local weather reporters who claim to be
born again Christians say things during this time of year equivalent
to, “You should be able to get to church to worship the Lord on
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Sunday if Mother Nature will cooperate.” What a horribly mixed
metaphor that is. 

The disciples in Jesus’s boat were experienced seafarers. Surely
they had experienced some pretty rough weather out on that lake. But
this one was beyond their abilities. This time the experienced
fishermen thought they would perish. How did they respond? The
same way we should respond when life gets out of control. They cried
out to the Master! “Master, Master, we are perishing!” Were they
really in danger of perishing or did it just seem that way at the
moment? Why did God in heaven, Sovereign of the universe allow
this to happen? Why does the same Master of the universe allow  the
waves of life’s sea to knock the pilings out from under your
comfortable cabana?

There are at least two reasons why God permitted this storm. In
order to show the disciples their limits, which would allow them to
exercise faith in Jesus. In order to allow Jesus to demonstrate why the
disciples should have faith in Him. Maybe those same reasons explain
why the Master allows the storms in your life.

In reaction to the disciples’ cry for help, the Master
demonstrated His authority. And he awoke and rebuked the wind and
the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm (v.24b).
That Jesus awoke indicates that He was sleeping through the howling
wind and raging waves. The fury did not awaken Him. Apparently,
even the waves sweeping into the boat did not awaken Him. He must
have been incredibly tired. He demonstrated incredible faith in the
Heavenly Father to care for Him. That Jesus was sound asleep
through the terror of the storm should have been a vivid picture to the
disciples about how they should trust in Him.

Jesus rebuked the rogue powers of nature. To rebuke is to speak
seriously, to reprove, warn and reprove. It is what a parent does to an
unruly or rebellious child because the parent has the authority and
right to do that. It is what the owner of an animal does when the
animal is being obstinate because the owner has that authority and
right. It is what an employer might have to do to a lazy or recalcitrant
employee because that is the owner’s right and authority to do so.

And Jesus, being the creator and sustainer of all nature soundly
rebuked the wind, waves, and maybe rain for being out of order at the
moment. He had every right to demand that those elements come into
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conformity to His will because He created them, sustains them, and
maintains them. What part of your life is beyond the Master’s
knowledge or outside His control? Is He unaware of your health? Do
you have a physical rebellion in your body that God cannot rebuke?
Are your persecutors stronger than God? Does God not know that you
are being persecuted? What problem can God’s child face about
which He is unaware or about which He is incapable of fixing or
changing? 

So why doesn’t God do something about your storm? Have you
cried out to Him, “Master, I am perishing!”? Maybe the problem is
that you are trying to swim through the storm outside the boat of
fellowship with Him. Maybe you are barely hanging on to your boat’s
tiller just making sure that this problem is beyond you before you
bother Jesus. Maybe you trust your own ability to handle life’s
problems more than you trust Jesus to manage your storm in life.
Maybe you are afraid that if you wake Jesus and get Him involved in
the matter, He will direct your little boat to a destination you do not
prefer.

Those thoughts make it easier for us to accept the fact that the
Master rebuked the disciples. He bluntly told them that they need
faith. He said to them, “Where is your faith?” (v.25a). These
followers had plenty of evidence affirming Jesus’s authority on which
to draw. By now that had watched Jesus turn water into wine, heal all
manner of sick people, cleanse lepers, give sight to the blind and
hearing to the deaf, and raise the dead. By this time they had probably
been part of Jesus miraculously multiplying the bread and fish to feed
thousands. How many times had they watched Jesus exercise
complete authority over demons?

How odd it would be to conclude that Jesus has authority over
sickness, food, the unseen spirit world, and even death, but wind and
waves were beyond His authority. Jesus’s rebuke was obviously
accurate and justified. This was a test to see if the disciples would fail
by limiting Jesus’s authority. Notice that Jesus implied that they just
didn’t have faith in Him. It was as though their reaction indicated that
they had no faith at all. 

And Jesus is right to rebuke us for not trusting Him with the
passing matters of life. Many of us had a history professor in college
who would introduce an exam with these words, “This too shall
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pass.” That is probably a truth that should be applied to many of our
trials and tests in life. Can we trust Jesus to manage our passing
struggles? Jesus certainly proved His trustworthiness when He
commanded nature to get in line.

The disciples had fear instead of faith. Previously they were
afraid of the circumstances of nature which they could not control.
Lack of control naturally causes us to fear. Faith is being able to
commit those out of control things to the Blessed Controller of all
things. Before the disciples feared their circumstances, but now they
were afraid of Jesus whose authority they could not comprehend. And
they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to one another, “Who
then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey
him?” (v.25b).

It is wonderful to be suddenly slammed by the incredible,
incomprehensible power and authority of our Savior. We know Him
so little. In the end when we stand in our Lord’s presence in eternity,
we will no doubt be shocked at the full comprehension of His
authority. His desire for us is that now in this life we would learn
from committing all things to Him just how much authority He has.
To fear Him is to own a deep, life-changing, awesome respect for
Him. If we can catch a small glimpse of His authority, we will fear
Him.

You either have faced unexpected tests or will face them in the
future. How do you respond? Do you feel like you are perishing? Do
you feel like giving up? Do you feel like throwing yourself into life’s
raging sea? Cry out to the Master and tell Him you are perishing. He
knows, He cares, He responds, so that your respect for Him will
deepen and your trusting dependance on Him will grow.
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