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Understanding True Needs 
Titus 1:1-4 

 

One of the struggles the church faces today is to distinguish between what is desired as felt-needs 
and what is required to meet true needs. It is wrong to make them either or. But sometimes we  are 
focused on scratching people where they itch rather than giving people what they truly need. 

The book of Titus will help us think through this.   

The Book 

Let’s begin with just a brief understanding of the context in which the book was written. 

Its Place in the New Testament 

Paul wrote to Titus around 63-64 AD. By this time, Paul had written all of what we think 
of as his doctrinal epistles. The New Covenant faith had been clearly taught. The book 
reflects this fullness as both Titus and Timothy are sent to serve and to preach in the 
churches.  

Its Situation in the Culture of the Day 

The book was written to someone who was responsible to make sure the churches were 
established. Crete was a Roman colony at the time. It had been the home island of the 
Minoan civilization. During the time when Israel was in Egypt, the Philistines had mi-
grated to the land of Canaan from Crete. It is a relatively small island with a mountain 
range running through it center. Most of the major towns in Titus’ day would have been 
along the northeast coast. It was a very decadent culture renowned for its debauchery 
and drunkenness.  

Its Significance in the Life of the Church 

Paul left Titus in Crete to complete what he had left undone. The new churches there 
needed to be established. This meant both in truth, leadership, structure, and the Chris-
tian life. In instructing Titus, Paul keyed in on the essentials of Biblical ministry. What 
then is the central theme of the book? 

Doctrine What the elect believe 

Duty How the truth lives 

 

The church must know how the faith, doctrine is to work out in the life and commu-
nity of the church. What one believes produces works. But those works are produced 
by the commands and exhortations in the Scripture. The book often calls the church 
to all different kinds of good works appropriate for genuine and true faith. 

The truth is promised … revealed … proclaimed … believed … lived. This is the tra-
jectory of redemptive history. It reminds us how our own personal story fits into the 
great story. 
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There can be no such thing as Christianity without truth or doctrine. To be a Christian 
one must believe the truth. To be a church, it must affirm the truth. To be an el-
der/pastor, he must live and proclaim the truth. To be disciples, one must live the 
truth and share it with others. 

To see it another way, truth flows from the nature and character of God into the 
Word. That truth enters and drives the life of those who believe. Those who believe 
translate the truth into living. Those who by grace have met the qualifications are set 
aside as elders to teach the truth. The truth helps us to know who is teaching what is 
not the truth and to silence them. The truth is what grace teaches in the language of 
living. The truth unites while dividing and distinguishing those who lead others into 
heresy. Finally, truth expresses itself in personal care for one another. 

Truth is a singular noun. We sometimes speak of “truths”. In a pluralistic world we 
as believers be care when we talk about Truths. There is only one body of truth. There 
is only one truth – the truth of the Word of God and how the Word interprets the 
world. There are no Hindu, Muslim, New Age, or even science Truths. These are not 
on equal footing. They may have pieces of truth. But it is borrowed or possibly even 
stolen from the Truth. All truth has been created, revealed and interpreted by God. 
There is no such thing as truth which contradicts what the Bible says.  

This may come as a shock to many of you. Many of you are young enough to have 
grown up with the ideas of “narrative”. A narrative is one’s truth. A narrative is a 
story that is intended to be accepted as “truth, to be believed and acted on. Why is 
this important? In the ages through which the Bible was given, there were many 
equal and competing “truths”. These were equal and competing world views often 
hiding behind the mask of a “religion”. But they were myths. They were the narra-
tives of gods and goddesses, of earth, fire, water and air, of spirits inhabiting all 
things or all things being self-aware. We are used to thinking of science as “truth”. It 
is not. It may be true in some aspects, but a great deal of modern sciences are probably 
not even accurate explanations of reality, of all that God made and all that God re-
vealed. 

The Author 

Since this is a letter written to a person, it follows the standard form of letter writing of its 
day. Letters were written on scrolls. Therefore, the very first thing is the identity of the 
sender and the recipient. 

1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 

God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 2 in 
hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began 
3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with which 
I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior;  

His Person 

Certainly, Paul opens with identifying himself. Because the way he identifies himself 
varies, it is useful to look carefully and see if there might be some intentionality to his 
self-description.  

He is a servant of God. This word can also mean, a bondservant or slave. Paul places this 
first. He takes a humble place before God and the church. He is first and foremost a 
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servant of God. This also means that God is his master. What he writes, the truths he 
teaches and the commands he gives, are not merely his own words at his own direction. 
They are coming from someone who is saying and doing what the master  

His Purpose 

Paul often refers to his purpose in life and ministry. He sometimes does directly. Most 
often it is like in the sentence here:  “for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their 
knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness…” 

Paul’s life and ministry are centered around the faith, the truth that God’s chosen people 
need. It is for the sake of the truth and it is for the sake of the people. To Paul, truth and 
people matter.  

Paul is concerned that God’s chosen people know the truth. More will be said about this. 
Paul is not merely concerned that the faith, the body of doctrine the church is hold, is 
compiled. One of the purposes of his life is to communicate that to others. It seems to me 
that this mitigates against the idea of Theological Study Groups whose sole purpose is 
to ponder truth, but who never preach the truths pondered. For Paul, he lived to both 
ponder and to proclaim.  

Paul also seems to highlight truth that relates to life. It is truth that accords with godli-
ness. Now this is not a limiter as though Paul is only concerned with truth that has per-
sonal or practical application. Rather, Paul is making an assertion that all truth relates to 
godliness. There is a connection between every facet of God’s revealed truth and the life 
lived out.  

His Passion 

Paul’s passion is a gospel passion. But it is an all-encompassing gospel.  

… 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages 
began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with 
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 

Paul’s hope in the future, his eschatological assurance, is a huge passion in his life and 
ministry. Eternal life is not merely heave. In the New Testament, it is the life of God 
through the Spirit which becomes our present possession through regeneration. The life 
of God in our souls is eternal. It connects to God and to His dwelling place. It connects 
us to one another and all believers. It is the presence of the future new creation in the 
present. It will reach its final fulfillment  

Each phrase in this sentence is rich with hope raising, passion fueling truth. 

Our hope is in the promises of a God who never lies. The surety of our salvation, our 
life eternal is a present and future possession, is guaranteed by the character of God. 
He has never lied. He is the God of truth. His promises will never ever fail. 

God’s promise of eternal life for His elect is not new. IT has been His plan before time 
began. Before anything was created, God purposed, planned and provided for what 
He had committed to.  

What God had purposed and promised He has revealed. It was revealed in many 
ways through many people until the Lord came. But even then, it was not until Paul 
began to unfold the multi-faceted certainties of God’s great jewel of salvation that we 
could see its stunning realities. It was always there in God’s Word, in the Scriptures. 



-4 of 7- 

But Paul’s understanding and preaching opened it up so that the mysteries were 
clear. 

What Paul is teaching and preaching is not his own agenda nor his personal perspec-
tives. The body of truth he has delivered in his preaching and writing was entrusted 
to him by God. This makes the truth according to Paul not negotiable. God entrusted 
the New Covenant interpretation of the Old Testament and the doing and dying of 
Jesus to Paul. Yes, the writers of the New Testament are giving truth as well. But at 
the core of the New Covenant is what God entrusted to Paul and he delivered 
throughout his life. This is what Titus must teach. This is what the church must be-
lieve. And frankly, this is what the rest of the New Testament must and does conform 
to. 

The Partner 

 4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Savior.  

Titus was from Syrian Antioch and was one of Paul’s converts. He was sent to Corinth to 
report to Paul on the effect that his first letter to them had. He met Paul in Macedonia and 
then was left at Crete to organize the churches there. 

A Fellow Worker in the Ministry 

Paul considered Titus to be a partner, a fellow worker in the ministry. He had discipled 
Titus and had taken him to various churches.  

2 Corinthians 8:23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as 
for our brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. 

2 Corinthians 12:18 I urged Titus to go to you and I sent our brother with him. Titus 
did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and follow the same 
course? 

An Encouragement to Paul 

Titus had been an encouragement to Paul when the tide or opposition and heaviness of 
struggling churches weighed on Paul’s heart. 

2 Corinthians 2:13 I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother 
Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia.  

2 Corinthians 7:6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the com-
ing of Titus,  

2 Corinthians 7:13 By all this we are encouraged. In addition to our own encour-
agement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his 
spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 

A Motivator to Further Ministry 

Since Titus had been an encouragement to Paul, he was sent to exercise that gifdt of 
encouragement with others. He was to teach, train and correct. But he was also to moti-
vate people to greater acts and works of service to God and to one another. 

2 Corinthians 7:14 I had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed 
me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to 
Titus has proved to be true as well. 
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2 Corinthians 8:6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to 
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.  

2 Corinthians 8:16 I thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern 
I have for you. 

A Valued Assistant in the Struggles of the Ministry 

Paul had many who served around him. But two men stand out as having a special re-
lationship with Paul.  

Galatians 2:1 Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with 
Barnabas. I took Titus along also. …Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was com-
pelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. 

2 Timothy 4:10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has 
gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. 

Briefly consider a comparison and contrast between Titus and Timothy. 

Titus Timothy 

Both were written to and both survived Paul 

Both were sent on difficult and delicate missions 

Sent to Corinth Sent to Ephesus 

Was a pure Gentile Half Jew and Greek 

Never associated with Paul  
in any of his opening salutation 

Associated with Paul  
in several opening salutations 

Titus is never mentioned in Acts Timothy is very prominent in the book of Acts 

Strong and aggressive personality Nervous and shy disposition 

Commended for his endurance Struggled with health problems 

 

These two sons in the faith served the church well as they served with and under Paul. 

A Recipient of a Common Blessing 

From Paul to Titus, enabling grace and calming peace. This is a common greeting and 
blessing. Yet it is loaded with special meaning for Titus. In the task he has been given to 
do, what greater need does he have than a grace that enables his work and a peace that 
calms his heart in difficult ministry. 

The Truth and its Commands 

In a day where ministry is being defined in terms of felt-needs, the emphasis of Titus is deeply 
needed. The focus is on the relationship between doctrine and living. It answers the question often 
asked today, how does truth relate to my life? 

Paul speaks to the issue of truth in terms of giving heed to a series of commands. These commands 
shape how Titus and the churches in Crete will live out the truth. These commands are not distinct 
from the truth. They themselves are a part of the truth. We make a false distinction when we say 
“Truth and Commands.” Commands are truth. Commands believed are obeyed. 

Preach the Word 1:1-4 

The truth must be proclaimed. There is no room for compromise. Corporate and elder-
ship obedience is required whether people feel they need it or not. 
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Ordain Godly Elders 1:5-9 

The truth must be exhibited in the standards for church elders. They must be people who 
have translated the Bible into the language of living. 

Silence False Teachers 1:10-16 

The truth must be such a priority that within a gathered church setting, false teaching is 
not to be tolerated. It must be silenced. While totally contra to our PC culture, this is the 
clear imperative. The New Testament views the spread of error as being deadly to the 
life of the church. 

Disciple the Congregation 2:1-10 

The truth must be communicated in practical terms by personal example and disciple-
ship. Discipleship is not merely a way of doing ministry in the church. Functionally, a 
church without discipleship is disobeying the Commission God gave us. This requires 
small group and one-on-one. 

Live by Grace 2:11-14 

The truth enables and informs grace living. True grace molds truth into holy living. De-
manding truth and obedience is not legalism; it is grace. Grace is not here to set us free 
to sin, but to set us free from sin. 

Confront with Authority 2:15 

The truth gives authority to the elders. Their authority is in terms of the truth. In fact, 
without a common body of belief in a gathered church, there can be no authority. 

Maintain Godly Witness 3:1-7 

The truth is also lived out in our relationships to those who are not believers. To sinners, 
the truth must be exhibited so that it can be explained. 

Reject Divisive People 3:8-11 

The truth is a unifying factor. Doctrinal unity is such a priority that people who lead 
factions are to be rejected after a process of loving confrontation with truth so as to bring 
about change and reconciliation. 

Meet Pressing Needs 3:12-15 

Truth bears fruit in meeting pressing needs. It exhorts us to care and compassion for one 
another. 
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Reflect and Respond 

The ministry is truth oriented: it proclaims the Word to bring the elect to belief of the truth so that 
they live out the truth because God’s character is truth. 

Election and eternal life are rooted in the character of God. After all, God made the promise to 
somebody. 

We stand amazed at the love and grace of the God who promised in eternity past that His chosen 
people would be righteous in the daily life because He would give them His Word. 

There is great glory in preaching. We today have a tendency to slight its importance and value in 
the church. Let us remember that it has been given to us as apart of God’s strategic planning. 

The preaching of doctrine is not an option; it is a command. It is what we must do. 

True union comes when there is shared faith. The church gathers around its shared belief. Those 
who are not in agreement must remain teachable and not lead others astray or they must find a place 
of shared belief. 

We can bask in the blessing of our heavenly Father and Jesus, our Savior. In our foul and frenetic 
world, we need sanctifying grace and calming peace. 

There is much confusion about the necessity of doctrine and truth in today’s society and in today’s 
church. All people believe that truth matters. The real difference is in whether what they believe is 
true. 

Doctrine divides. It separates us from unbelievers, from sin, from error, from false teachers and 
from people who lead factions. 

Doctrine unites. It unites us to Christ, to grace, to a gathered church, to godly leadership, to holiness 
and to meeting needs. 

 

 


