
 

 

 
The Gospel of MarkChrist the Servant 

- Introduction -  

I. The four Gospels seem to have differing narratives from each other: 

 Matthew - Christ the King (15 kings listed in the genealogy.) 

 Mark - Christ the Servant (Servant has no pedigree. No history of his birth.) 

 Luke - Christ the Man (His genealogy is human. Only 1 king--David, through the family of Judah.) 

 John - Christ the Lord (No genealogy. Having neither beginning or end of days.)   

II. Revelation 4:7 - The four beasts are considered by some as a picture of Christ which are portrayed in the 

Gospel accounts: 

 Matthew - Lion (Christ is the Lion of Judah) 

 Mark - Calf (A young cow/bull that bears burdens. Christ is our burden-bearer, a servant of mankind.) 

 Luke - Man (Christ became human) 

 John - Eagle (Highest of all. Christ the Son of God) 

 These beasts exalt the Lord and declare His holiness. So Jesus came not to exalt Himself, but to exalt 

the Lord--the Father: 

“I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own 

will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30) 

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” (John 6:38) 

III. The Gospel of Mark is more action than words: 
 Matthew - has 629 red letter verses 
 Mark - has 281 red letter verses 

 Luke - has 581 red letter verses 

 John - has 421 red letter verses 
 The red letters found in the new testament are the words of Christ. It is obvious the book of Mark has 

far less words of Christ recorded and more action. That is the lifestyle of a servant. 

IV. About the Author: The author, of course, is the Holy Spirit. The human penman is John Mark. The book 

is called by his last name ‘Mark’ (Perhaps because the 4th Gospel is called John). Mark is a surname (Acts 

12:12; 12:25; 15:37). Surname means “last name or family name”. Matthew, Luke, and John are first 

names. 

 Mark is also called Marcus (Col. 4:10; Philemon 1:24; 1 Peter 5:13). John is his Jewish name, Mark 

(Marcus) is his Roman surname. John Mark’s mothers name was Mary. This first mention of them finds 

Mary hosting a prayer meeting in her house for Peter who was put in prison (Acts 12:12). 

 John Mark was Barnabas’ nephew (Col. 4:10). He went with Paul and Barnabas on their first mission-

ary trip (Acts 13) but departed from them early into the trip (Acts 13:13). This caused a contention later 

between Paul and Barnabas go great that they separated ways over it (Acts 15:36-39). Barnabas contin-

ued on his own way and took John Mark with him. This must have paid dividends, for many years later 

Paul would write how John Mark became profitable to him in the ministry! (2 Tim 4:11) As an aged man, 

Paul talked about John Mark as a fellow laborer (Philemon 1:9,24). 

 Peter even spoke highly of John Mark as “my son” (1 Peter 5:13). John Mark had quit as a young man, 

but got back up and followed the Lord. Three elders: Barnabas, Paul, and Peter helped him and God also 

used him to write the 2nd Gospel. 


