WHERE THE TREE FALLS -101/23
TEXT - 1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
INTRO - The Associated Press released a study done by an
agricultural school in lowa. It reported that production of 100 bushels
of corn from one acre of land, in addition to the many hours of the
farmer's labor, required 4,000,000 pounds of water, 6,800 pounds of
oxygen, 5,200 pounds of carbon, 160 pounds of nitrogen, 125 pounds of
potassium, 75 pounds of yellow sulphur, and other elements too

numerous to list. In addition to these things, which no man can produce,

rain and sunshine at the right time are critical. It was estimated that

only 5% of the produce of a farm can be attributed to the efforts of man.

If we were honest, we'd have to admit that the same is true in producing
spiritual fruit.

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it
after many days. Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest
not what evil shall be upon the earth. If the clouds be full of rain, they empty
themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward
the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be. He that
observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not
reap. As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do
grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the
works of God who maketh all. In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.

I. PRESENT YOUR LIFE TO GOD

A. Cast (Present) your life to God Rom. 12:1-2

B. Don't hold anything back
Luke 10:27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

C. If it’s in your hand to do good do it!
Gal 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the houschold of faith.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might;
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.
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1. DON'T ALLOW CIRCUMSTANCES TO CONTROL YOU
A. You can't move a tree
B. If the clouds are full, it will rain
Don't waste time with things you can't change
Weather, Your physical makeup, Circumstances, Others actions
1. Don't worry
2. Don't relive the past
3. Don't attempt big things until you perform the little

111. DO YOUR JOB - SOW THE SEED

A. Live by faith — “The just shall live by faith.”

B. Circumstances can change - don't depend on them

C. Sow the seed, witness, get involved
1 Cor 3:6-7 | have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So
then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase.
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1IV. GOD WILL MAKE IT GROW

He makes the bones grow
Ecclesiastes 11:5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how
the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou
knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

Let God prove Himself - His Spirit will move
Zechariah 4:6 7hen he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the
word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.
You might want to ask yourself whether you have a big God or a little
God? A little girl listened attentively as her father read the family
devotions. She seemed awed by her parents' talk of God's limitless
power and mercy. "Daddy," she asked, placing her little hands on his
knees, "how big is God." Her father thought for a moment and
answered, "Honey, he is always just a little bigger than you need."
Psalms 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will
remember the name of the LORD our God.



Isaiah 31:1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses,
and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they
are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek
the LORD!

CONCL - You’'re Not Home Yet

An old missionary couple had been working in Africa for years, and
they were returning to New York City to retire. They had no pension: their
health was broken: they were defeated, discouraged. and afraid. They
discovered they were booked on the same ship as President Teddy Roosevelt.
who was returning from one of his big-game hunting expeditions.

No one paid much attention to them. They watched the fanfare that
accompanied the President’s entourage, with passengers trying to catch a
glimpse of the great man.

As the ship moved across the ocean, the old missionary said to his
wife, “Something is wrong. Why should we have given our lives in faithful
service for God in Africa all these many years and have no one care a thing
about us? Here this man comes back from a hunting trip and everybody
makes much over him, but nobody gives two hoots about us.” *Dear, you
shouldn’t feel that way,” his wife said. “I can’t help it: it doesn’t seem right.”

When the ship docked in New York. a band was waiting to greet the
President. The mayor and other dignitaries were there. The papers were full
of the President’s arrival. but no one noticed this missionary couple. They
slipped off the ship and found a cheap flat on the East side, hoping the next
day to see what they could do to make a living in the city.

That night, the man’s spirit broke. He said to his wife, *I can’t take
this: God is not treating us fairly.” His wife replied, “Why don’t you go into
the bedroom and tell that to the Lord?”

A short time later he came out from the bedroom, but now his face
was completely different. His wife asked, “Dear, what happened?”

“The Lord settled it with me,” he said. *I told him how bitter | was that the
President should receive this tremendous homecoming, when no one met us
as we returned home. And when |1 finished, it seemed as though the Lord put
his hand on my shoulder and simply said. *But you're not home yet!™

1 Corinthians 2:8-9 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is
written, Eve hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Isaiah 64:4 I'or since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor
perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he
hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.



