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Mark 3:6-21 
 
6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians 
against him, how they might destroy him. 
 
Jesus’ disciples had plucked and eaten ears of corn (grain). Jesus had healed on the sabbath day. 
Jesus had said “the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath”. So the Pharisees began to conspire 
with the Herodians (of who not very much is understood) how they could kill Jesus. 
 
7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude 
from Galilee followed him, and from Judæa, 8 And from Jerusalem, and from 
Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great 
multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 
 
Jesus is seeking quiet and respite from the constant attention from the crowds. He is physically 
and mentally tired from his recent travels and encounters. He is exhibiting his humanness and 
though Jesus Christ is the Son of God, he was still here, on earth, in the flesh, and was subject to 
the limits of his human frame. 
 
9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait on him because of the 
multitude, lest they should throng him. 10 For he had healed many; insomuch that 
they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 
 
Jesus is attempting to speak to his disciples of the gospel. His message is one of spiritual 
healing. At the same time, large numbers of people are coming from all over the region (Galilee, 
Judaea, Jerusalem, Idumaea, Tyre, and Sidon) to be healed of their physical diseases. The 
diseases they are experiencing are a result of disobedience to God’s commands.  
 

Exodus 15:26  And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD 
thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that 
healeth thee. 

 
Making them well physically will not heal them spiritually and Jesus is burdened by their 
spiritual blindness and deafness which is interfering with his ministry to the lost sheep of Israel 
who would become his apostles and disciples.  
 

Matthew 15:24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 
 
Isaiah 6:8-12  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.  9  And he said, Go, and tell 
this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not.  10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.  11  Then said I, Lord, 
how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,  12  And the LORD have removed 
men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 
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Luke 8:10  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and 
hearing they might not understand. 
 

Jesus knows his time upon earth is short. His ministry to the elect in Israel is not one of physical 
healing, but one of spiritual renewal and reconciliation. The crowds that are coming to him are 
coming for the wrong reason. This is no different in the church today. 

 
11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God. 12 And he straitly charged them that they should not 
make him known. 
 
As had happened before earlier in Mark’s record. 
 

Mark 1:23-26  And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he 
cried out,  24  Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God.  25  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him.  
26  And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out 
of him. 

 
James 2:19  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 
believe, and tremble. 

 
The Pharisees, having seen first-hand the works of God before them, remain blinded so that they 
can’t see that Jesus is the Son of God. The devils, the unclean spirits, can’t help but fall down 
and cry out of fear and respect for the Son of God. Men who do not have eyes to see and ears to 
hear will never see or hear the gospel truth.  
 
Jesus consistently tells the unclean spirits and those that he’d healed to go and tell no one of 
him, but they always do. They can’t help themselves. Jesus is working to point all glory to his 
father. 

 
John 6:38  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
him that sent me. 
 
John 17:1-5  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  2  As 
thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given him.  3  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  4  I have glorified thee on the earth: I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do.  5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 

 
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
11/19/2017 
Mark 3:6-21 

3 

 

13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and 
they came unto him. 14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and 
that he might send them forth to preach, 15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, 
and to cast out devils: 16 And Simon he surnamed Peter; 17 And James the son of 
Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which 
is, The sons of thunder: 18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and 
Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Canaanite, 19a And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him:  
 

Luke 6:12  And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, 
and continued all night in prayer to God. 
 

Luke records that Jesus prayed all night before he called the twelve. The content of the prayer is 
unknown, but it is easy to suppose that it was Jesus taking counsel with God the Father 
regarding the men who would become the apostles (messengers) of the gospel. 
 

Exodus 18:14-24  And when Moses' father in law saw all that he did to the people, 
he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou 
thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even?  15  
And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to 
enquire of God:  16  When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I 
judge between one and another, and I do make them know the statutes of 
God, and his laws.  17  And Moses' father in law said unto him, The thing that thou 
doest is not good.  18  Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people 
that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to 
perform it thyself alone.  19  Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, 
and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring 
the causes unto God:  20  And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt 
shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.  21  
Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be 
rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:  22  And 
let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall 
bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for 
thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee.  23  If thou shalt do this 
thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all 
this people shall also go to their place in peace.  24  So Moses hearkened to the voice of 
his father in law, and did all that he had said. 

 
Could Jesus, by the power of the Holy Ghost, have spread the gospel to every person? Yes. Could 
Jesus, by the power of the Holy Ghost, have healed every person who came to him? Yes. Did 
Jesus know that it was needful for others to come alongside him and to serve him and the 
people? Yes. Jesus establishes the priority of the gospel message. It must be spread beyond 
Galilee and the crowds coming to him for physical healing were inhibiting his movement.  
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The ordination of normal men from common (lowly or despised) occupations set a precedent for 
the new church. None of them came to Jesus without his calling. None of them trained to 
become preachers, healers, or exorcists. All of them were given gifts of ministry to do the will of 
God on earth. 
 

Ephesians 4:7-16  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ.  8  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.  9  (Now that he ascended, what is it 
but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?  10  He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)  11  
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers;  12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  13  Till we all come in the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  14  That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  15  But speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ:  16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 
Romans 11:29  For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

 
19b and they went into an house. 20 And the multitude cometh together again, so 
that they could not so much as eat bread. 21 And when his friends heard of it, they 
went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself. 
 
What happens here reveals Jesus’ fervency for the work which God the Father had sent him to 
do. He has been to the seaside. He has been on the mountain. He is now in a house in the city 
(Capernaum). The crowds of people have followed him everywhere. He has been up all night 
praying and has ordained the twelve. Now he can’t stop to eat bread. His friends (meaning those 
who he had grown up with, both neighbors and family) see what is happening and determine to 
save Jesus from himself. They believe he is disturbed of mind for why else would so many come 
to see the plain, unremarkable, son of a carpenter, from Nazareth? 


