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Mark 4:1-20   
 
1  And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a 
great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole 
multitude was by the sea on the land.   
 
Jesus leaves the town and goes back to the seaside as he had earlier. 
 
2  And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,   
 
His doctrine being the gospel of the kingdom of heaven/God and of the superiority of God’s 
grace over men’s works. 
 

9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.  10  And 
when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him 
the parable.  11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the 
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these 
things are done in parables:  12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; 
and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should 
be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.  13  And he said unto 
them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 
 
Matthew 13:14-17  And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye 
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:  15  For this 
people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand 
with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.  16  But blessed are your 
eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.  17  For verily I say unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen 
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

 
Jesus was speaking to those who could see and hear him by the Holy Ghost. 
 

Proverbs 20:12  The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both of them. 
 
Jesus will proclaim the kingdom of heaven/God in the parable of the sower(s). The kingdom of 
heaven/God is made up these components: the sower (a preacher of the gospel), the seed (the 
gospel word), and the soil (the seers and hearers). The sower and the seed do not vary. The 
condition of the soil varies: wayside, stony, weedy, and ready. Two types of soil will not bear any 
fruit and are not part of the kingdom and two types of soil will bear fruit and are part of the 
kingdom. When their fruit is harvested, whether it is good or it is bad, some will be kept and 
some will be destroyed. 
 
3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:   
 

14  The sower soweth the word.   
 
The sower is Jesus Christ who went from his heavenly home and took on flesh and went out into 
his earthly home. The sower could also be those who would come after Jesus: the apostles, the 
disciples, and all those who are called by God to be preachers and teachers. The word is the 
gospel, the mystery of the gospel of the kingdom of God. 
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4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the 
air came and devoured it up.   
 

15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when 
they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that 
was sown in their hearts. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  4  In 
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

 
The wayside is that path beside the field that is hardened which resists the seed. The seed drops 
upon the surface and will sit there indefinitely and will never grow or bear fruit. It becomes food 
for the birds. This is when the gospel is accidentally heard by some while it is being preached to 
others, but the accidental hearers have no ability to take it in spiritually because they can neither 
see nor hear it. 

 
5  And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it 
sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:  6  But when the sun was up, it was 
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.   
 

16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when 
they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;  17  And 
have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when 
affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are 
offended.   

 
Ezekiel 11:19-20 (36:26-27)  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit 
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of 
flesh:  20  That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their God. 

 
The stony ground is that area between the field and the path where the stones have been piled 
after the field has been prepared. There is some soil there, but very little. It is enough to sprout 
the seed, but not enough to grow the seed to maturity. This is when the gospel is heard and those 
that hear it respond to it intellectually and emotionally, but have no spiritual depth to continue 
to grow in it unto maturity. Their heart is not changed. When trials and tribulations come upon 
these hearers, they abandon the gospel because it was only ever an enjoyable thought, not a life-
changing truth. 
 
7  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 
yielded no fruit.  
 

18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,  
19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.   

 
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
12/3/2017 
Mark 4:1-20 

3 

 

Matthew records a parable not recorded by Mark which further describes the kingdom of 
heaven/God using the metaphor of sower and seed: 
 

Matthew 13:24-30  Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field:  25  But while men slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.  26  But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.  27  So the servants of the householder 
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence 
then hath it tares?  28  He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said 
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up?  29  But he said, Nay; lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.  30  Let both grow 
together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 

 
Matthew 13:36-43  Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his 
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.  37  
He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;  38  The field 
is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one;  39  The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 
the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.  40  As therefore the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  41  The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity;  42  And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth.  43  Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

 
This seed is sown in the field, but the field is not properly prepared or due to other factors it 
produces weeds along with the wheat. The seed takes root and grows to maturity, but it is 
weakened by the weeds that grow alongside it, stealing its nutrients, moisture, and sunlight, 
causing it to fail to produce fruit while left alone with the weeds in the field. These are true 
hearers of the word, who receive the gospel and grow in it, because God has given unto them the 
ability to do so, but are unable to produce viable and abundant good works because of their 
environment. These are, nonetheless, the elect of God and will be together with God in heaven. 
 
8a  And other fell on good ground,  
 

20a  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the 
word, and receive it,  

 
Proverbs 2:1-6  My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments 
with thee;  2  So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to 
understanding;  3  Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for 
understanding;  4  If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;  
5  Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.  
6  For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
John 1:10-13  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew 
him not.  11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  12  But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:  13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:13-15  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  14  Whereunto he called 
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15  Therefore, 
brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by 
word, or our epistle. 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-15  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15  And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

 
This seed is sown in a field has been properly prepared. It is clear of weeds, its soil is rich and 
deep, and it receives sun and rain adequate to produce healthy and abundant fruit. These are 
those whom God has chosen, whose hearts are prepared to receive the word of the gospel, who 
have been protected and prepared by families and churches from the evil influences of the 
world. These grow to be healthy and productive children of God in the world. 
 
8b and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some 
thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.   
 

20b and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an 
hundred. 
 
Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 

All of God’s children will produce fruit because God has prepared for them to do so. But not all 
will produce healthy and abundant fruit. It will differ from one to another.  

 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5  And 
there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  6  And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.  7  But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

 
God’s gifts to his children give them the ability to produce fruit that is diverse in administration, 
operation, and manifestation, but is useful in the kingdom for God’s purposes and glory. 
 

Isaiah 55:10-11  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:  11  So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 


