The Gospel According to Luke Series

181209-1 Luke Series, 20, 1-19, The Authority Question & the Parable of the
Wicked Husbandmen- Craig Thurman

Cf. Mt.21.23-46, The authority question, the parable of the two sons, and the
parable of the wicked husbandmen; Mk.11.27-12.12, The authority question, and
the parable of the wicked husbandmen.

1 9 And it came to pass, that on one of those days,

One of those six days before Passover. This Passover would be the day of
our Lord’s crucifixion. (Jn.12.1) We come to the final week of our Lord
Jesus.

as he taught the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests
and the scribes came upon him with the elders,

came upon, énéotnoav, 3ppl. aor. ind. of édpioTnur, éni at, among,
on, upon +(1’0'Tmu, to establish, set, stand; éd)iO'Tmu, KJV, to come
upon, come in, stand, stand by, stand before, assault, presnt, to be
instant, to be at hand; the idea here is clearly that these confronted
the Lord Jesus.

By the accounts of Matthew and Mark (Mt.21.23; Mk.11.27) Jesus had just
arrived to the temple this particular day and immediately as He was walking
through it these men, those who had the charge of the temple affairs, the
chief priests, scribes, and elders of the people.

1 Kol €éy€veto €v Ll TV NUep®V ékelvwy, S16ackovtog alTol TOV Aaov €v
W lep® Kal eVayyeAL{OHEVOU EMECTNOOV OL APXLEPETC KO Ol YPAUHUOTELS
oLV TO1¢ TPEOBUTEPOLG

2 And spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest thou these
things? or who is he that gave thee this authority?

authority, é€ouoiq, dat. sing. of the noun é€ovaia, ék of, of, out, out
of, forth + ovoia, substance, good; see the verbs €ea 11, is lawful
and éovodw, to exercise authority, to be brought under the
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power, to have power; é@ouoﬁa, KJV, authority, power, jurisdiction,
liberty, right, strength; literally, from what substance do you these
things; who is it that gives you this substance?

It was very early in Christ’s ministry that these men said that He had
Beelzebub, prince of the devils, and the works were therefore of
Beelzebub. (Mk.3.22) And now, what authority do you have to teach the
people? (Mt.7.29) What authority do you have to come in here and act like
you have some peculiar interest in the affairs of the temple to drive out the
money changers, and them that buy and sell? Are you descended from
Aaron? To these men He usurped their authority.

2 kal Etmov mpoc¢ autov Aéyovteg Eime nuiv év noia £€ovoia tadta noteic i
Ti¢ €oTv 0 6oU¢ ool TNV €€ouaoiav talTnV

3 And he answered and said unto them, | will also ask you one thing; and
answer me:

For the past 3 % years these men have demanded answers of Him. This
marks the first time that our Lord Jesus asks of his enemies questions that
He would have answered by them. He has asked questions before and
giving the answers Himself. But now He begins to put a series of questions
to them.

Mt.21.24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, | also will ask you
one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what
authority | do these things.

3 amokpLBeig 6¢ eimev MPO¢ alTOUC EpwTow VA KAyw Eva Adyov Kal
glnaté pot

4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?

The question is, by what authority did John baptize? or who gave John this
authority? Who gave John the right to preach the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins? To this time no one had ever done what John had
done. What right did John have for doing this? John the Baptist
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commanded repentance and baptism, an immersion in water at his
authority, of all those that had repented of their sins against God; by doing
so they were prepared for the coming of the kingdom of heaven. His was a
very bold work and very unsual by anyone’s standard. And John the Baptist
did it. But on what authority did John the Baptist do this? If they are
unwilling to confess John’s authority to baptize was from heaven, certainly
they will be unwilling to admit Christ’s claim to authority from the Father.

Joh 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

Mal 3:1 Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me ...

Mal.4.5 Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come and smite the earth
with a curse.

Lk.1.13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou
shalt call his name John.

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at
his birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink
neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.

16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their
God.

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Mt.11.13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.
14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.
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Mk.9.11 And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias
must first come?

12 And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and
restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he
must suffer many things, and be set at nought.

13 But | say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done
unto him whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him.

Mt.17.13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of
John the Baptist.

There is no greater authority to be had than to have God’s words attest to
it. Since John the Baptist had God’s word to prove his authority was from
God, how much more would that One have for whom his ministry prepared
the way?

Mal 3:1 Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to
his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

4 To Bamntiopa’lwavvou €€ o0pavol NV A €€ avBpwnwv

5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he
will say, Why then believed ye him not?

They had come out to watch John, but didn’t repent and believe the gospel
of the kingdom concerning the coming of the Christ of God.

Mt.3.7 9 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

5 ol 8¢ ouvehoyioavto Mpo¢ €autoUg Aéyovteg OTUEAV elnwpev EE oupavoD
€pel Alati olv oUK émloteloate alT®
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6 But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for they be persuaded
that John was a prophet.

be persuaded, menelopEvog, nom. sing. masc. part. perf. pass. of
neiBw; KIV, to be persuaded, to trust, obey, agree, lebieve, yield, are
confident, are assured.

How wicked it is to form doctrine based on who does and who does not
agree. Bible doctrine is not by consensus.

6 €av 6¢ einwpev’EE dvBpwrmwv 1ag 0 Aadg KATaALOACEL NUAC TIEMELOUEVOG
yap €otwv lwavvnv npodpntnv eivat

7 And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was.
The truth is, they would not tell.
7 Kal anekpiBnoav pn eidéval nobev

8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell | you by what authority I do these
things.

Though these priests, scribes, and Pharisees have momentarily avoided
being implicated for rejecting John the Baptist’s authority from heaven,
Jesus now, through the parables of the two sons (Mt.21.27-32) and the
wicked husbandmen, illicits from them responses which proves that they
have always been of those which rejected those that came to them under
heaven’s authority.

The following Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen concerns removing the
kingdom and its affairs from national Israel and those which had abused
their offices in that kingdom, and giving it to another nation which would
render to the Lord him the fruits due Him for His gracious working. (cf.
Mt.21.43) That nation is the Lord’s church. All of the churches of Jesus
Christ constitute that one nation which God has entrusted with the proper
administration of kingdom affairs.



The Gospel According to Luke Series

1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light ...

8 kail 0'Incol¢ eimev avutolc OVSE Eyw Aéyw LKLV év moia é€ovoia talta
oL

9 9 Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain man planted a
vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long
time.

The elements of the parable are:
The certain man is the Heavenly Father.
The planting refers to the people of God.

The Song of Moses immediately after deliverance from Egyptian
bondage:

Ex.15.17 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain
of thine inheritance, in the place, O LORD, which thou hast made for
thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have
established.

18 The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.

25a.7.10 Moreover | will appoint a place for my people Israel, and
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and
move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them
any more, as beforetime,

The vineyard is Israel.

Ps 80:8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the
heathen, and planted it.

9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep
root, and it filled the land.

14 Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven,
and behold, and visit this vine;
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15 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the
branch that thou madest strong for thyself.

Appears that our Lord Jesus cites Is.5.1-7 in Matthew’s account.
Is.5.7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but
behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.

In the Hebrew these words are so close phonetically:

for judgment, vaYRY, '?,for; D!;I??p, mish-pat, is the capacity
to distinguish, discern right; to give a sentence, a good
judgment.

oppression, n3n, mis-pach, masc. noun found only once in the
O.T.; the verb, NBW, is also only once, and tss. Therefore will ...
smite with a scab.

for righteousness, np7%Y, '2, for; NPTX, ts°-da-qah, KIV, right,
righteousness, justice; the verb, PTX, to be righteous, just,
justified, clear and cleansed.

a cry, 7RYY, ts®-[g]la-gah, fem. noun which is always tss. with
the English cry; it is the cry of the people; the verb, P¥X, is tss.
to cry, cry out.

By going into a far country is meant that God had entrusted His people to
the care of those ordained by His government. (priests, princes, judges,
rulers and kings)

Ex.18.21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men,
such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such
over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of
fifties, and rulers of tens:

22 And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that
every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter
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they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear
the burden with thee.

23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou
shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place
in peace. (cf. Deu.1.13-17; 16.18-20; 2Chr.19.5-10)

The servants are at least the judges & prophets of the past.
The beloved son is the Son of God.

9"Hp&ato 6€ mPO¢ TOV Aaov Aéyely ThHV mapoaBoAnv tavtnv AvOpwnog Tig
gédpUTevoev AumeA®va Kal £E€60TO AUTOV YEWPYOLC KAl ATESUNOEY
XPOVOUG iKavoUg

10 And at the season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, that they should
give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the husbandmen beat him, and sent
him away empty.

beat, 6sipavteg, nom. pl. masc. part. aor. of 8épw; KIV, to beat, smite
and means to hit or strike them; the LXX tss. ék8épw, to flay the
sacrifice (Lev.1.6) from the Hebrew, YWD, pa-shat, to put off or strip
off garments, to spoil, invade, rush and fall upon, to flay, and run
upon.

10 kat év kap® ameotelhev mPOG ToUG Yewpyoug SoUAov tva amod tod
koproD tol dpneA®voc d@Maov adT® ol € yewpyol deipavteg alTov
g€ameotellav KeVov

11 And again he sent another servant: and they beat him also, and entreated
him shamefully (despitefully or dishonorably), Mark12:4, and at him they cast
stones, and wounded him in the head ...

entreated him shamefully, dtiudoavteg, nom. pl. masc. part. aor. act.
of o’LTlude or o’LTluéw, KIV, to entreat shamefully, to dishonor, to

suffer shame, to despise, to be shamefuly handled (only Mk.12.4).

and sent him away empty.
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11 kol mpoo€Beto mEpPat Etepov doUAov ot & kakelvov deipavteg Kal
ATLHACAVTEG EEQMECTEIAQV KEVOV

12 And again he sent  a third: Mk.12.5, ... and many others ...
he added to send

again, mpoo€Beto, 3ps. aor. ind. mid. of Tpoo TiBNU1, TPAS at, to,
towards, unto + TiBnu1 to appoint, ordain, purpose, set;

npoo TiONu, KIV, to add, more to give, increase, proceed further, to
lay, to speak any more.

he sent, mépday, aor, infin. act. of Téumw; always tss. with the
English, to send (79), thrust (2); v.13.

and they wounded him also, and cast him out.
traumatized

wounded, Tpavpaticavieg, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of
TpavpaTiCw, from which we have the English word trauma; KJV,
only twice and by Luke, wounded (Lk.20.12; Acts 19.16; the noun,
Tpadpna, Luke only and once, wounds (Lk.10.34).

12 kol mpoo€Beto mEUPatL Tpitov ol &€ Kal ToUToV TPAUUATICAVTEG
g€eBaiov

13 Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall | do? I will send my beloved
son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him.

it may be, (owg, adv. is this once in the KJV N.T..
I will send, méuw, 1ps. fut. ind. of Téunw; v.12

will reverence, évtpamrcovtay, 3ppl. fut. ind. pass. of évTpénw, év
among, by, with, in + Tpénw LXX, routed the enemy, with dvd-, to
subvert, overthrow, with éni, to suffer, give license, permit; so,
éwpénw, KJV, to reverence, regard, as well as to shame, be
ashamed.
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13 ginev 6¢€ 6 KUpLOg Tod ApmeA®VOC Tl motjow TMEUPwW TOV VLAV pou TOV
ayanntov lowg toltov ibovteg Evtpamnoovtal

14 But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among themselves,
saying, This is the heir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.

let us kill, &mokteivwpev, 1ppl. pres. subj. act. of dmokeivw, Ané
from, of, off, out of, since + kTeivw, LXX, to slay; in this instance the
subjuctive verb is a weak future, speaking of presents in this the
weak future, mood of probability mild contingency ... to kill. ‘It is the
first step away from that which is actual in the direction of that which
is only conceivable, and, therefore, leads the list of potential moods.’
A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, Dana & Mantey,
p.170.

14 166vteg 6€ auTOV ol yewpyol dtedoyilovto pog EautoUc, AEYOVTEG
OuUTOG €0tV 0 KAnpovopog Selite Amokteivwpey a0Tov tva RUAV yeévntol R
KAnpovouia

15 So they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

[they] killed, 3ppl. aor. ind. act. of dmokeivw; by the aorist it isn’t the
time that they killed him as much as the fact that they did it.

They rejected the son whom the owner of the vineyard had sent to them.
In this way it shows that they rejected the Son of God, whom the Father
had sent to them.

What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them?

15 kot ékBaldvteg alTov €€Ew To0 AumeADVOG AEKTELVAV TL OUV TTOLNOEL
aUTOlG O KUPLOG ToU ApmeAdVOG

16 He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the vineyard to
others. And when they heard it, they said, God forbid.
This is inconceivable.

10
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God forbid, ur) yévorto, is always tss. God forbid, and it is always a
strong negative, NO; yévotTo, 3ps. aor. optat. of yivopau, to be; the
phrase, u1j yévoito, means be it not; the Greek optative mood is the
mood of possibility which presents the action, not as a realization,
but as conceivable.

Matthew’s gospel has the Pharisees, scribes and elders returning this
answer:

Mt 21:41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked
men, and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which
shall render him the fruits in their seasons.

So, this either reveals a notable disagreement among the chief priests,
scribes, elders, and Pharisees, where some would think the judgment these
wicked husbandmen received was just, and other which thought it was too
harsh (some had believed in Jesus, but would not publically confess him,
Jn.12.42); or, that they responded at first in agreement to what the Lord
Jesus had spoken, but then upon realizing that He was speaking of them
sharply disagreed.

[W]hen other men’s matters are in hand, they will straitway define
and give judgment against them; but if the case touch themselves,
they are soon changed unto another mind.” Exposition of the
Parables, Benjamin Keach, p.24

16 éAeVoeTal Kol ATOAECEL TOUG YEWPYOUC TOUTOUC KAl SWOEL TOV
aumneA®@va ailAolg akovoavteg &€ irov, Mn yévolto

17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner?

Mt 21:42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The

stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?

11
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Quoting Ps.118.22

The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner. 7138 WX 10’7 0°1927 1087 TA8

23 This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.

builders, Greek, oikodopoOvtec (both Mt.21.42 & Lk.20.17), nom. pl.
masc. part. pres. act. of oikodopéw, oikog house, home, household,
temple + 3éuw, to construct, build; so, the constructors, edifiers,
builders.

Hebrew, the builders, 0°1127, the definite article prefixed, 1; Qal

part. pl. masc. of M2; KIV, to build (+300), make (3), set up (1),
repair (2).

rejected, Greek, anedokipacav (both Mt.21.42 & Lk.20.17), 3ppl. aor.
ind. of dmodokipndw, and from, of, off, out of, since + Sokipd{w,
to discern, prove, approve, allow, examine; cinoSomuo’L(;w, KJV, to
reject, disallow; and so, to fail to receive, to fail to discern, prove,
approve and allow.

Hebrew, refused, 1087, Qal part. 3ppl. of DXM, mah-as’; KJV, to
despise, cast away, reject, refuse, cast off, disdain, ahhor,
contemn, to be counted vile or reprobate.

Hebrew, the head, Wx"Y, prefixed '?, to or for, to a masc. sing.
noun WX"; KIV, head, top, sum, principal, chapiter, chief,
beginning, company; WX1Y is tss. head, the head, our head, for
the head, upon the head, as head, chief, as chief, the chief, to
the top, in the beginning, and to every.

Hebrew, the corner, 1138, pin-nah; masc. sing. noun w/3psf.
suffix; KIV, the corner, chief, bulwark, stay, tower.

The builders, those whom the Lord had set up and entrusted teaching Israel
justice and judgment rejected Jesus as the Christ of God. They denied that

12
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the Heavenly Father has sent Him to do His work among them. They
stumbled at the Stone upon which they should have builded!

17 6 6¢& euPAEPac avTolc elmev T 00V £€0TLV TO yeypappévov Tolito AiBov
ov anedokipaocav ol oikodopolvteg outoc €yevnOn €ic kebaAnv ywviag

18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken;

shall fall, necwv, nom. sing. masc. part. aor. of minTw, KIV, to fall, fall
down, fail, light.

shall be broken, cuvBAaoBrostay, 3ps. fut. ind. pass. of cVVOAdw,
ovv fellow, with, together + B\dw B-D-A-G has the unfortunate
breaking of a seal which bring dire consequences; in the N.T.,
oVVOAdw, only in Mt. 21.44; Lk. 20.18 and tss. shall be broken;

LXX, cuvO\Qv, Ps.57.6, has broken; Ps. 67.21, shall crush; Ps.
106.16, crushed; Ps. 109.5, has dashed in pieces.

but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
it falls, éon, 3ps. aor. subj. of TinTw, to fall, fall down, fail, light.

grind ... to powder, Aikpnoey, 3ps. fut. ind. of AMikudw; twice in the
N.T. and always will grind ... to powder (Mt.21.44; Lk.20.18);

LXX, Aikudv, Ru.3.2, winnows; Job 27.21, shall utterly drive;
Am.9.9, verb and nouns, sift and in a sieve Is. 30.22, grind to
powder; Is. 30.24, winnowed.

The issue is being offended with Christ and the final judgment by Christ.
Whoever falls on that stone, becomes offended at the stone, or stumbles
over the stumblingstone, shall be broken, and those upon whom Christ
shall fall shall be ground, or crushed.

The stone crushing that upon which it shall fall:

13



The Gospel According to Luke Series

Da 2:34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake them to pieces.

Being offended at Christ:

Ro.9.31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness,
hath not attained to the law of righteousness.

32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by
the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;

33 As itis written, Behold, | lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of
offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

1Pe.2.6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on
him shall not be confounded. (referring to Is.28.16, Therefore thus
saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste.)

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the
same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them
which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they
were appointed.

Eph.2.20 And [v.19, ye that are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God] are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone ...

18 mdig 0 meowv €1 €kelvov TOV AiBov cuvBAacBrostal € Ov & av méon
ALKUAOEL 0TOV

19 And the chief priests and the scribes [, Mt.21.45, and Pharisees] the same

hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived
that he had spoken this parable against them.

14
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Mt.21.45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables,
they perceived that he spake of them.

46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude,
because they took him for a prophet.

These wicked men questioned Christ’s authority for the work that He was
doing. In this parable Christ reveals that He came to Israel by the authority
of the Heavenly Father. Though the Father sent many in His behalf,
prophets, judges, to receive the precious fruits of repentance, but were
rejected, at the last He sent His only begotten Son, and Him they shall kill.
Therefore, on the authority of the Heavenly Father this same Jesus shall be
Judge of all the earth. (Ge.18.25) Those that fall upon the Rock shall be
broken, and those upon whom the Rock falls shall be ground to powder.
Like chaff, nettles and briars, taken away and burned forever in the fire of
God’s judgment. (Mt.3.10; 7.16-20; 13.38-42; Lk.6.49)

Heb 6:8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is
nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.

Christ Jesus was sent to do the Father’s will. He bore the authority of the
Father.

Eph.1.17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory ...

22 ... hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head
over all things to the church,
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Mt 11:27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Mt.28.18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Joh 3:35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his
hand.

15
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Joh 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say
unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the
Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son
likewise.

Joh 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son:

23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the
Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father
which hath sent him.

Joh 5:36 But | have greater witness than that of John: for the works
which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that | do,
bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.

Joh 12:49 For | have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a commandment, what | should say, and what |
should speak.

Joh 13:3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; (prepared
to wash the disciples feet).

Joh 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

How sad and how tragic it was for these men to fail to see that the very
Christ with whom they were offended, that they opposed with every fiber
of their being was the life and joy of God; that by faith in Him, conforming
their lives to His doctrine, they would have been founded upon the Rock.
But where are they now? It is not well with them. Yes they may have
prospered for some time, perhaps for the remaining time that they lived;
but in the end they lost everything. Their lives were not founded upon the
Rock. And the storm came, and the rains fell, and the winds blew, and
great was the fall of every house built on any other foundation than Christ.
These built their houses upon their own works, upon their own character,
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upon man’s religion, upon man’s politics, and on man’s wisdom. Again,
where are they now? It is certain, no matter what men have said in their
eulogies, what men have imagined about the after-life, based upon the
word of God, not one soul will rest in the presence of the Lord apart from
faith in the Christ of God, our Lord Jesus. Apart from Jesus Christ every soul
shall be tormented in everlasting fire. And everyone that arrives there
receives that to which they were appointed.

1Pe 2:7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto
them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them
which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they
were appointed.

There are no alternative endings. There are no options about our eternal
destiny.

Ac 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

It is Jesus Christ alone. He is that strait gate, and He is that narrow way
which leadeth unto life... (Mt.7.14) Whether you are a passive or an active
rebel against Jesus Christ if you will not repent of sin and believe that Jesus
is the One whom God the Father sent you shall remain in condemnation.
God commands men everywhere to repent and believe in the Son of God.
(Acts 17.30) Apart from Him no man shall ever see life.

Joh 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.

But every soul which ever trusted in Christ, and the church of Jesus Christ is

founded upon the Rock which cannot be moved. Their foundation is sure
and stedfast.
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2Ti 2:19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.

Jesus Christ is the everlasting foundation.

He.1.10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:

11 They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as
doth a garment;

12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

When all of the things of this life, of this world shall pass away ... He is!

2Pe.3.11 9 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness,

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

He never changes. He is always the same. And He is the sure foundation to
everyone that believes in Him. As He lives so shall all those which believe in
Him, for all eternity. Is the foundation of our soul Jesus Christ? Is He the

Rock of our salvation?

The kingdom has since left Israel. It has come to the church of Jesus Christ.
Jesus said,

Lu 12:32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.

And this parable confirms that truth.
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19 Kai €lAtnoav ot ApxLePETC Kal ol YpaUHATETS EMBAAETY €M AUTOV TAC
XElpag év avTh Th Wpa Kal €époPfnBnoav Tov Aaodv Eyvwoav yap OTL TPOG
auToUC THV mapaBoAnv TautnV eV
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