
The King or The Thing

Me or Him (Who Will I Trust?)

Let’s look at the dna of redemption and the power of saving grace.

Mark, Matthew and Luke equally deal with the cost… 

I’ve been pondering on something rich and I feel compelled to chunk it your way. It’s heavy, but I 
believe it, and I know it will help you and those you deeply care about. And, with Jesus and His 
sweet guidance, you’ll be able to bear and share it. There’s been too many in this world who have 
walked away from His call... don’t be one of them. Everything you can look upon right now is 
temporary... everything! And only that which is of grace and truth will last forever, in the right kind 
of way. 

Think with me, what did the King say?

We can give up our thing for the King or give up the King for our thing. We can surrender the thing 
to the King but we don’t have the rightful authority to surrender the King to our thing.

So, we either surrender our trust and cling to the King and His kingdom purpose or give our trust to 
the thing (whatever else it may be) and our personal preferences in everyday living? 

I took the liberty to expound and explain the thoughts we find in the following passages found in 
Mark 8 and 10. You can find these same principles in Luke 9 and Matthew 16. These are not 
conditions FOR salvation, these are the DNA left behind BY Jesus at the scene of an everlasting 
rescue. This is evidence of His unique trademarks, when He interrupts a sinner and invades them 
with Himself and His grace.

Remember, I paraphrased the following passage to give some specific commentary on them, in the 
text, to simply explain the heart of these three passages. Pay close attention to how Jesus 
unquestionably connected the dots and said that when an individual gives himself to Me, that same 
individual, is also giving themselves to My news, which is God’s news about Me, my life and the 
purpose of Me coming to this earth. He strips and takes away any false claims that someone can 
ever give that says, “I can have Jesus and be silent about Him, not follow Him and I don’t have to 
serve Him, His gospel or His people.” That my friends is absolutely impossible and lie too many have 
believed and bring up when questioned about the lack of Jesus DNA in their lives.



Mark, Matthew and Luke say...

“Whosoever desires to play it safe (as they see it, calling the shots) and take their lives in their own 
hands and trust themselves with the direction of their life, will forfeit anything and all things that I 
will accomplish through My life and death and they will be empty handed when they face Me 
through death. But whoever will entrust their lives to Me AND my message, and all that will come 
with Me and My mission and ministry, they find life in Me and making My memory known” (Mark 
8:35).

Jesus said, when you trust Me and deny yourself, it’s:

For Me and My message!
For Me and My mission!
For Me and My ministry!
For Me and My memory!

“For whosever is ashamed and embarrassed of the light of Me and My words, among the contrary 
darkness and worldly ways of a evil society that opposes Me and My words, will never ever taste the 
eternal reward of Me and My words, Me and My witness, Me and My will, and Me and My work when 
I come in the glory of My Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38)

Jesus said, when you trust Me and take up your cross, it’s:

For Me and My words!
For Me and My witness!
For Me and My will!
For Me and My work!

“So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 
who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 
and children and lands, with persecutions because of Me and gospel, Me and My grace, Me and My 
goodness, Me and My glory—and in the age to come, eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30)

Jesus said, when you trust Me and whatever you have left to follow Me, it’s:

For Me and My gospel!
For Me and My grace!



For Me and My goodness!
For Me and My glory!

“When He had called the crowd to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, “Whosoever 
desires to come behind Me, walking into the opposition and rejection and shame and mocking and 
beatings and ridicule and death I’m about to walk into, let Him, don’t get in his way like Peter did 
with Me, let him deny himself for Me and My message, let him take up his cross for Me and My 
words and let him follow for My sake and My gospel’s sake” (Mark 8:34).

Wow... to personally know Jesus is to love and be astonished with Him. And to love and be 
astonished with my King, in my experience and what God traces us, can only lead to acknowledging 
our astonishment, again and again.

I needed to give you this... I couldn’t hold it in. I recognized it is something Jesus discerned and 
knew His disciple needed, as they were getting closer and closer to His cross. We can’t forget that 
the entire life and public ministry of Jesus was headed to the cross. And if He was making a beeline 
to the cross, don’t you think that ought to be something we are getting better at, as we follow Him 
and the Father is everything in our lives to make us more and more like Jesus. I think so.

So, the closer they got, the more challenging and harder His messages became. Think about it? 
This was the most significant Man to ever live. He’s bearing and believing the most significant 
Message ever spoken or heard or believed. He’s walking toward the most significant Moment in the 
history of mankind, that would ever be given to a Man and for men to trust. That this Man, with His 
Message, at this Moment in time would produce the single most magnificent Memory and Mission 
and Ministry anyone could ever embrace, experience, enjoy and endeavor to tell the world, a million 
trillion times over. Don’t miss it my friends... don’t let familiarity trip you up.

Glory... as I said earlier this week, astonishment always leads to some form of acknowledgment. And 
if you’re not astonished with Jesus you’ll have a hard time acknowledging Him. The sad thing... that 
will come at a cost you or no one else can afford. I noticed in the last three days, three distinct 
times that Jesus unashamedly intermingled Himself with His message, words and gospel. 
Remember, as the road narrows toward the cross, Jesus is clarifying to us all: We cannot claim Him 
and be silent about Him, His message, His words and His gospel. That would be a false claim... 
because to have Him is to have all of Him, including His message, mission and ministry.

I encourage you, don’t overlook the message and let a thing overshadow the King, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Please don’t walk away unmoved or untouched by the call of Jesus. We can give up our thing 
for the King or give up the King for our thing. We can surrender the thing to the King but we don’t 



have the rightful authority to surrender the King to our thing. We can’t be a follower if we’re not able 
to deny ourselves, take up our cross that God has chosen for us to bear and follow Jesus into a life 
that want be valued or appreciated by the world but will be treasured by those who have trusted the 
King with themselves and all their things.

Thanks for the time you spent with me and I pray this will help you, and those you know and love. 
Take a moment consider the claims of those you care for. Who do they really trust and whose 
identity do they long for people to see and know.

Link to preached message (Learning to Say No and Yes) can be found in my profile or on my 
Facebook page (Pastor Nick Holden). 
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