A SERVICE OF THE WORD & SACRAMENT
December 11, 2022

The Welcome & Announcements
The Prelude & Silent Preparation

-THE LORD CALLS US TO WORSHIP-

The Salutation
Philippians 1:2

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Call to Worship
Psalm 148 (Responsively)

1 Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

2Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his hosts!

3 Praise him, sun and moon,
praise him, all you shining stars!

4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!

5 Let them praise the name of the LORD!
For he commanded and they were created.

5 And he established them forever and ever;
he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.

"Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all deeps,

8fire and hail, snow and mist,
stormy wind fulfilling his word!

9Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!

10 Beasts and all livestock,
creeping things and flying birds!

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!

12Young men and maidens together,
old men and children!

13 et them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted;
his majesty is above earth and heaven.

14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his saints,

for the people of Israel who are near to him.
Praise the LORD!



Hymn #297
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold the King of glory waits;
the King of kings is drawing near,
the Savior of the world is here.

2. A helper just, he comes to thee,
his chariot is humility,
his kingly crown is holiness,
his scepter, pity in distress.

3. O blest the land, the city blest,
where Christ the Ruler is confessed!
O happy hearts and happy homes
to whom this King in triumph comes!

4. Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart

from earthly use for heav'n's employ,

adorned with prayer and love and joy.

5. Redeemer, come! | open wide
my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide!
Let me thy inner presence feel;
thy grace and love in me reveal.

6. So come, my Sov'reign, enter in!
Let new and nobler life begin!
Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on,

until the glorious crown be won.

The Invocation & Prayer of Praise
-THE LORD ASSURES US OF HIS FORGIVENESS-

The Call to Confession
2 Chronicles 6:19-21

Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and
to the prayer that your servant prays before you, 2° that your eyes may be open day and night toward this
house, the place where you have promised to set your name, that you may listen to the prayer that your
servant offers toward this place. 2! And listen to the pleas of your servant and of your people Israel, when
they pray toward this place. And listen from heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

The Confession of Sin
+ Silent Prayers of Confession
¢+ General Prayer of Confession
Unison:
Most merciful Father in heaven above, we are your people because of Jesus Christ your
eternal Son who died for the forgiveness of our sins and rose again for our justification.
O God, we are your children because you have sent to us your Holy Spirit who is the Spirit
of Adoption, who has transformed our stony hearts into hearts of flesh.
Yet, O Lord, even as your people and your children, being still in our fallen flesh, we
confess that we so often break your holy laws and disobey your righteous commands. We
confess that we do what we ought not to do and leave undone what we ought to do.



Please, gracious Father, forgive us and cleanse us again by the blood of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, and fill us afresh with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth to live holy lives as you are
holy until Christ comes again. We ask these things in his name. Amen.

The Assurance of Pardon
Romans 8:1-2

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of
life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

Hymn #292
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood,
he will give to all the faithful
his own self for heav'nly food.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the pow'rs of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim, with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
"Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, Lord Most High!"

Reception of New Members
David & Anita Barger

Hymn #409
Blest Be the Tie That Binds

1. Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.



The Prayer of the Church
Psalm 34:8-10

80h, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! °® Oh, fear the Lord,
you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! '° The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those
who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

-THE LORD INSTRUCTS US FROM HIS WORD-

The Old Testament Reading
Genesis 3

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, ®but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the
fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” # But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. > For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ® So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. “ Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together
and made themselves loincloths.® And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. °But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” ° And he
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked, and | hid myself.”
1 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you
not to eat?” 2 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and | ate.” *Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said,
“The serpent deceived me, and | ate.” * The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust
you shall eat all the days of your life. %1 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 1 To the woman he
said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall
be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” *” And to Adam he said, “Because you have
listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which | commanded you, “You shall not
eat of it, cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; *®thorns
and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. *° By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” 2° The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 2 And
the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 22 Then the Lord God
said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his
hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—" Ztherefore the Lord God sent him out
from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 2*He drove out the man, and at
the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to
guard the way to the tree of life.

The New Testament Reading
Hebrews 2:14-18

1 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things,
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 1> and deliver
all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. ¢ For surely it is not angels that he
helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people. 8 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted.



The Sermon
Rev. Dr. Michael J. Matossian

The First Announcement
Genesis 3

Hymn #318
Angels We Have Heard on High

1. Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echo back their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be,
which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

3. Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]

-THE LORD FEEDS US FROM HIS TABLE-

The Confession of Faith
Heidelberg Catechism Q & A #1

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?

A. Unison:

That | am not my own, but belong —body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior,
Jesus Christ.

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has delivered me from the tyranny
of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without
the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.

Because | belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, also assures me of eternal life and makes
me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. (Trinity Psalter Hymnal, p. 872)

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
¢+ Words of Institution
++ The Breaking of the Bread
+* The Sharing of the Cup

-THE LORD DISMISSES US TO HIS SERVICE-

The Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.



The Doxology #313
Angels, from the Realms of Glory

1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:

Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing,
yonder shines the infant Light: [Refrain]

3. Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star: [Refrain]

4. Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,

in his temple shall appear: [Refrain]

5. All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
evermore your voices raising

to th'eternal Three in One: [Refrain]

The Postlude (*Please stand if you are able). Scripture quotations from the ESV.
(NOTE: All Lyrics Used by Permission: CCLI #11063671)



