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Called, Beloved, Kept, Pt 2 
by Fred DeRuvo – Study-Grow-Know Ministries 

 

There are many (too many!) within Christendom who teach that Jesus is there to make us 

happy.  They teach that, like a genie, He is there to give us what we wish for, if only we will 

reach out and believe that He can do for us whatever we wish.  When we do not receive our 

wishes, we are told it is because we lack the faith.  Yet when we see Jesus’ life, we see a man 

who literally had no place to lay His head.  He took each day as it came, and even when He 

had to pay the Temple tax, He asked Peter to go on a fishing expedition and take the coin 

out of the first fish he caught.  Jesus had nothing, yet He had everything. 

The average Christian today seems more concerned with their 401k, their stocks and bonds 

and their overall livelihood than they are with getting the gospel to the lost people of this 

world.  Jesus has called us to follow Him. 

Yes, He grants salvation to whom He will, but He does expect that we will – in exchange for 

that salvation – turn our lives over to Him so that He might use our life for His glory.  Is that 

asking too much from someone who held back nothing that we might gain eternal life?  I 

don’t think so. 

We are called to receive salvation.  We are called to follow Him.  We are called to pick up 

our cross, and we are called to ignore ourselves in order to fulfill the Great Commission.  

This is our calling. 

“To those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus 

Christ: May mercy and peace and love be multiplied to you.” 

We just spoke of what it means to be called.  Jude wastes no time in telling us that we are 

called because we are loved.  It is difficult for human beings to truly appreciate this kind of 

love.  I’m quite certain I have not yet fully understood it and likely will not until I see my 

Lord in eternity. 

We are beloved, which means that we are the object of God’s love.  He created us in His 

image, and because of that we are exceedingly valuable.  Neither the angels nor anything 

within the animal kingdom was created in His image, but humanity only.  This places us at 

the highest point of all Creation. 

Yet evolutionists and others wish to turn that around, making it appear as if humans are 

destroying God’s world and insisting we should spend more time caring about plants and 

animals than we do.  Because of this, the environmental movement has gotten out of 
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control, causing us to lose  jobs to foreign nations because they don’t want us to cut down 

timber in parts of the United States that have been known for logging. 

They become upset that a particular owl is endangered and petition the government to 

protect the land the owl lives on.  In doing so, the owl takes on greater importance than 

people do. 

I’m not saying that humanity should use up this planet through wanton waste and 

destruction.  I’m saying there should be a balance, and no animal is more important than 

human beings. 

At the time of this writing, nearly 30,000 children under the age of 5 have already died in 

Somalia due to starvation and disease because of drought and famine.  The problem is 

exacerbated by Muslim forces that keep international aid out and the victims in.  They 

allow no food to enter the country and allow no victims to leave.  They are creating a dead 

zone. 

I do not hear our government or any environmental groups decrying the fate of these 

children and their parents.  Human beings are seen as the interlopers on the planet, 

disturbing the natural order of the species. 

Yet, it is clear from the Genesis record (Genesis 1-2) that humanity was created to use and 

subdue the earth for our purposes.  We were not meant to abdicate our God-given 

responsibility by treating animals as if they are more intelligent and therefore more 

valuable than human beings.  This is nothing more than a satanic lie – a lie with the intent 

to overturn God’s created order, replacing it with a cheap imitation and making a mockery 

of God’s Creation. 

God loves us, and that love is what prompted Him to become a human being – born of a 

virgin – while retaining His deity, in order to live a life that was infallible.  This perfect, 

sinless life allowed Him to offer Himself as a propitiation for our sin.  Because He was 

perfect in every way, the offer was acceptable. 

God the Son – Jesus – died for humanity.  He did not die for angels, nor did He die for 

animals.  He died for people created in His image. 

Through His death, we have the opportunity to receive eternal life.  Beyond this, the curse 

that now sits on the entire Creation, including the animal kingdom, will one day be lifted. 

There are a good many things wrong with this earth physically and those are the result of 

the fall of humanity.  There are too many things to count that are wrong with society, and 

those too are the result of the fall of humanity.   
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Because Satan hates, his goal has always been to destroy whatever God has created.  Satan’s 

hate is born of jealousy and has limits.  God’s love is infinite.  His perfect love casts out all 

fear and creates within us the image of His son so that stamped upon each Christian’s own 

personality is the image of Jesus, an image that will grow and eventually supplant 

everything within us that stands against Him, which is all summed up in SELF. 

Imagine someone loving us so much that He was not only willing to die, but did die to 

satisfy the righteous decrees of the Law.  More than that, because He died, salvation 

became available to all who want to receive it.  Anyone who wants this free gift can have it, 

and all they must do is what Paul says in Romans 10:9-10:  “that if you confess with your 

mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 

confesses, resulting in salvation.” 

The simplicity of that statement by Paul is what throws people off.  They become confused, 

thinking they are missing something, but God’s love has deliberately kept salvation simple 

so that no one can miss it.  People still do, unfortunately.  It is too difficult for some to 

believe, so they think it cannot possibly be true. 

But that is God’s love at work, wanting no one to perish (cf. 2 Peter 3:9).  He is patient, and 

that should be obvious because of the way He has kept His wrath at bay in spite of the way 

the world sees Him and constantly attacks Him, His Church, and Israel.  He is longsuffering 

(cf. Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18; Psalm 86:15, etc.), yet His patience will eventually come 

to the end. 

God’s love is there for all who are willing to open their minds to it and embrace the truth of 

it.  God wants no one to perish, and even one person is too many. 

It is because of His tremendous love for us that Jesus became human, lived a perfect life, 

died a criminal’s death, and rose again to new life.  If this does not say “love” to us, then 

nothing really will.  Either that or we are simply not contemplating the enormity of it. 

Thanks for joining me today. We will back with more from what we learn from Jude. Until 

then, may God open your eyes to show you how blessed you are in Him! 


