


Belgic Confession of Faith

Article XXXVI
The Magistracy [Civil Government]

We believe that our gracious God, because of the depravity of
mankind, has appointed kings, princes, and magistrates; willing
that the world should be governed by certain laws and policies;
to the end that the dissoluteness of men might be restrained, and
all things carried on among them with good order and decency.
For this purpose He has invested the magistracy with the sword
for the punishment of evil-doers and for the protection of them
that do well.

Their office is not only to have regard unto and watch for the
welfare of the civil state, but also to protect the sacred ministry,
that the kingdom of Christ may thus be promoted. They must
therefore countenance the preaching of the Word of the gospel
everywhere, that God may be honored and worshipped by every
one, as He commands in His Word.
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