EXPOSITION OF MARK p. 359
Message #61 Mark 15:40-47

As we saw last time, Jesus Christ accomplishedyt#hviag on the cross that He needed to
accomplish in order to save sinners. When Helwhtl tle cried, “it is finished.” Then he
breathed His last and gave up His spirit. He waging on the cross and He was dead.

Now what? What happens next? The disciples agoak. Jesus is hanging on the cross, so
where do we go from here? The only people evéharvicinity of this were some women, but
what could they do?

Since the judicial work of God was done, God isngdo bury His Son’s body, because He is
going to raise His Son’s bodyt the heart of the Gospel is the resurrection.The Apostle
Paul said that this burial is so important thatass a critical part of the Gospel: “For | delivered
to you as of first importance what | also receiviat Christ died for our sins according to the
Scripturesand that He was buriedand that He was raised on the third day accordirtbe
Scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3-4).

Christ has now died on the cross and the next tiiagneeds to happen in the chronology is that
He needs to be buried. Since Christ was execotesbine trumped up charge of treason, His
body could be just taken out of the city and burn8d what would God do?

God is in the business of raising up just the rggaple at just the right time to accomplish His
will. The people He raises up are not the peoplewould expect. We would typically think
His close disciples will come out of hiding andesst bury Jesus. We bury our pets when they
die, so you certainly would think they would bussds when He died.

But that is not who God used:

GOD SOVEREIGNLY USED SOME WOMEN AND JOSEPH OF ARIMA THEA TO
WATCH OVER AND TAKE CARE OF THE DEAD BODY OF JESUS CHRIST.

Now there are three participants who, accordinglaok, play a key role right after Jesus died.
These are not the participant we would expectéo se

PARTICIPANT #1 — Three key women were critical to Christ’s deatt harial. 15:40-41

Jesus Christ had been abandoned by all of Hispdésci He was mocked, beaten and crucified.
He died hanging on that cross and His discipleewerhere to be found. But in the shadows
of all of this were some faithful and loyal womeamahose women are forever remembered
because of their love, their loyalty and their rsiny to Jesus Christ. There is no limelight
glamour in what they did, but there is eternal glor



p. 360

It isn’t the men who are remembered here, it istbeen. The men had all deserted Christ
(Mark 14:50). Peter had followed at a distanceafarhile, but then he cursed Christ and denied
Him three times and fled (14:66-72). But theséhfai women, although scared, did not run
away. They were there because they cared andvheted to help and serve any way they
could now that Christ was dead.

Years ago there was a woman who came into a clandishe wanted to be a leader. She
brought in an impressive resume of things she @dishe had done. She went to the pastor and
let him know what she wanted to do. The pastaf 8=t is great. We praise God that He is
leading you here. We are so thankful that you waliie a leader. Next Sunday we would like
you to come early and make the coffee. Well théindt go over too well. So the woman said
you must not have heard what | said. | said | ednb be a leader. The minister said | heard
you alright but apparently you don’t understand td&ng a leader is in this church. “If you are
not willing to serve, you are not qualified to Iéad

The ministry of Jesus Christ was supported by samederful women who loved Him and
loved the Word. When Jesus died, there were soomeenr who were off in the distance
watching all the events.

In verse 41 we learn that these women were part of a group ‘fdilowed” Christ and
“ministered” to Christ. The word “minister” is ti@reek word from which we get our English
word deacon. So in the mind of God, these womeame Wanctioning at a very high ministry
level. In the Jewish world, the women were notwad as significant, but not so in God’s world.
Mark introduces us to some of the women who wegeetivatching the crucifixion. Dr. Harry
Ironside said that there is something “tenderlypat about this little company of faithful
women” Mark, p. 240). The pathetic point is the women areetfieert not the men.

Mark specifically names three of the women:

Woman #1 -Mary Magdalene was therd5:40a

The first woman that he names is Mary Magdalendatthis means is this Mary was from
Magdala. Magdala was a fishing village on the sauestern shore of the Sea of Galilee.

We don’t get any information about this Mary fronaM, but we do get information from Luke.
Luke tells us that she had been possessed by dewaons (Luke 8:2). The Lord had delivered
her from demon possession.

There is no evidence that she was a prostitutesilwdo many have suggested. But she was a
woman who had been in the satanic world and Jemdisét her free and saved her. She had
believed in Christ and she followed Him and mimesteto Him. By the way, the heretical book
“The Da Vinci Code” which claims that she was Jéstte or lust partner is a lie from hell.



p. 361

Mary Magdalene is a highly honored and privilegemiman. She is listed first in lists of
women and she was actually the first woman to seeslus alive after His resurrection (John
20:1-2, 10-18).She was off in the distance when Jesus was @&dcif

Now what this Mary does teach us is not matter godiess a life or how Satanic a life some
woman has led, she not only can be saved fronf &kiosins, but she can be greatly used by
God and honored in eternity.

Woman #2 -Mary was there15:40b

The second woman that was there is another wonraedhdlary. Mary was the mother of
James the “less” and Joseph. Now the noun “tt#8 temild mean less in age (younger) or less
in height (shorter) or less in reputation and praence (unknown).

We don’t know much about this Mary other than slas & mother, who loved the Lord and
followed the Lord and was courageous in the sdmsteshe was in the distance at the cross of
Jesus Christ.

Some have said this was Jesus’ mother; howevershi@abteen Jesus’ mother, Mark would have
mentioned that as the Apostle John did (John 19:25)

What this Mary teaches us is that average mothetgeandmothers can love the Lord and be
greatly honored in eternity.

Woman #3 -Salome was therel5:40c¢

Salome is identified in Matthew as being the motifefames and John (Matt. 27:56). She
would have been the wife of Zebedee. This wasvitr@an who went to Jesus and wanted her
sons to be able to sit on His right and left hamegmHe established His kingdom (Matt. 20:20-
23). We may recall in Mark that the two boys agoeed with this request (Mark 10:35-40).

Now there were other women there watching the Girimn, but these were three key women
that Mark mentioned who were also there.

These women are very important witnesses. In faey; become critical eyewitnesses of events.
They were right there when Christ died and theyhbezcritical participants after His death.

You know, when it comes time for funeral luncheafter someone has died, we do have some
good men in this church who help in any way thay. cBut having said that, generally speaking,
it is a handful of women who really minister atsheevents. Faithful women organize, make
food, bring food, serve food and clean up aftergwee else is gone. Those women servants
will be honored one day for their behind scenesstriyn
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PARTICIPANT #2 — Joseph of Arimathea was critical to Christ’s blurigs:42-46

| am certain that these women were wondering, wilahappen to Christ’s body. They were
in no position to do anything and the discipleseweowhere to be found. These women were
about to see God work, because even though thes@ething they could do, there was
something God could do. God is a sovereign GodHmtlad a sovereign plan and when we
reach the end ourselves, we can always count on God

The disciples had failed Christ, but God has angtkeson, one would never expect, who will
rise up to honor Christ. His name was Joseph. i&still in the business of raising up key men
at key times.

For example, when the Roman church was dominatiegvorld in the 1500’s and things were

so dark it didn’t look like there was any more hapdelp, God raised up Luther. When
allegorical interpretations of the Bible were doating the world so many had no idea as to
what to believe in the late 1800’s, God raised apfigld. When religious institutions were
moving ministers away from the Bible in the 190@&d raised up Chafer. When Jesus needed
a tomb, God raised up Joseph.

Now Christ died at about three in the afternoonictviivas the ninth hour of the day (Mark
15:33). Deuteronomy 21:22-23 demands that bodiegexruted victims be buried before
nightfall and this would especially be the cashé next day was the Sabbath Day.

Mark is careful to point out that it was the daydve the Sabbath, known as the “preparation
day.” No work was to be done on the Sabbath dagveoything had to be done before sundown,
including burying this body of Jesus.

Christ did not have a tomb. He had not met withefal directors and prepared for burial. He
was so poor that He only had the clothes on Hi& bad they were now gone. But seven
hundred years before this moment, Isaiah predittaithe God/Savior/Messiah/King would be
with “a rich man in His death” (Isaiah 53:9). Hamthe world is that going to happen?

There was a man whose name was Joseph of Arimatheayas a very prominent religious
leader of the Council or Sanhedrin boldly and cgaaasly, went to Pilate to ask if he could take
the body of Jesus.

The exact location of Arimathea is debated. Thetriamical place where this was is
Ramathaim-zophim, which was the birth place of Selmdnich also was known as Ramah
(I Sam. 1:1, 19; 2:11). It was located about twantles northwest of Jerusalem east of Joppa.

Any way according toerse 43, Joseph went to Pilate and asked for the bodysafsI€hrist.

This was a bold move for a couple of reasons. ildjePcould have become angry and taken it
out on Joseph, but also 2) The Sanhedrin thatpreiemned Christ could view Joseph as a
traitor. But regardless of these threats, Joseghamurageous and he went to Pilate and asked
for the body.
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Luke tells us that he was a righteous and just amahat the meeting to condemn Christ he did
not consent to it (Luke 23:50-51). He apparendptkquiet and did not speak up in Christ’s
defense. John brings out that Joseph had beeteetsbeliever and disciple of Christ for some
time (John 19:38). He was very afraid of the lagdlews, so apparently he kept quiet about his
faith. But now that Christ was dead, he had kejpgtdjong enough so he went and asked for
Christ’s body.

According toverse 44 when Joseph asked Pilate for the body, Pilatedexad if he were
already dead so he asked the centurion whethestdrenwas dead. A crucifixion could take
days for a person to die, so he was surprisedhighad only taken a few hours.

Now this centurion was the same soldier who ackadged that “this man was the Son of God”
(v. 39). According toverse 45 the centurion told Pilate that Jesus was dedellate granted
Joseph the body.

Now | want to point out two things that are critibare:

1) Back about 200 years ago a theory surfacedsthdtlesus Christ did not really die on the
cross, but He just fell unconscious (swooned). fhieery has been called the “Swoon Theory.”
Those who hold to this position suggest that tletkd of Christ was some misdiagnosis and that
Jesus was not really dead. So what happenedsiss 9eas taken off the cross in a near death
state and buried in a tomb and then revived andebom was able to push a stone off the tomb
that weighed several hundred pounds and crawl aene of the biggest promoters of this
theory are the Muslims. Some say Jesus wasn'’ifa@di@nd He didn’'t die. But others say he
was and just appeared to be dead but actually waesally dead.

The problem is you have Pilate asking a trained céarion whether or not Jesus was

actually and really dead and his answer is yesThis centurion had witnessed many dead
people in the course of his military career. Hewained to know whether or not someone was
dead and he knew Jesus was in fact dead.

2) The word “granted”dmpen) (v. 45)is a rare word that means that Pilate gave Jésuly to
Joseph as a gift. He did not demand that Josephipaany money or bribe fee.

According toverse 46 as soon as Pilate said Joseph could have the bedyent and purchased
a “linen cloth.” A linen cloth was an expensivent, as was having a tomb in the area. Matthew
brings out the fact that Joseph was a very richvang wealthy man (Matt. 27:57).

This is important because this is a fulfilmentBiblical prophecy. Now just think about this for
a moment. Seven hundred years before Jesus @Glagdborn, God predicts there will be a rich
man who will actually take care of the body of MgrnSvhen He dies. Who would know this?
Who could predict this? ONLY GOD!
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A dead body typically would be washed and then wealin linen cloth and then spices were
used to cover up the smell of decomposition. Adcwy to John’s account, Nicodemus, another
leader helped Joseph by providing a large quaotigpices (John 19:38-42).

Matthew says that Joseph’s tomb was a “new tomkat{M27:6) and Luke points out that no one
had ever been buried in this tomb (Luke 23:53hnJadds that this tomb was located near the
place of the crucifixion (John 19:42). So Joseptl bbviously purchased this pre-burial tomb
for him and his family, but he decided to giveritdonate it to Jesus Christ.

This quiet disciple was quiet no more. You knoeréhare many Joseph-types who love the
Lord who just quietly come to church to listen aearn. They are not loud. They are not
limelight. They are not seen or hardly even knowBuit they love Jesus Christ and they love the
Word of God and they use what they have behingtkeaes to support the work.

God uses these people in His way and in His ti@ely a handful of women saw what Joseph
did. But this faithful, dear man of God was use@ imajor way in the most critical moment of
all history—the burial of the body of Jesus Christ.

PARTICIPANT #3 — Two key women were critical to seeing the actualg. 15:47

Now Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseptewaoking to see where Jesus’ body
was taken to be buried. They saw the very tombhith Jesus body was placed.

Salome(v. 40)is not mentioned at this point, but she will reguiime action in two days (16:1).
This burial site was important for these womende Because they will return on the third day to
anoint the body.

These women become critical eyewitnesses of theuagction of Jesus Christ.

According to Judaism, a woman'’s testimony was datitted in court. Josephus says, “But let
not the testimony of women be admitted, on accotittte levity and boldness of their sex”
(The Complete Works of Josephus, Ant. 4:219).

Well the early church knew the value of women andahurch today is built in part on their
eyewitness testimony of the resurrection.

These women are critical to the story. They taschll that women who love the Lord can be
some of the most devoted and loyal servants ofsJEkust. They were the ones with the
backbone here. They were the ones who did noaway.

What this tells us is that God uses the most ulyli@gepeople to accomplish His sovereign will.
No matter what your past; no matter what your ssmatter what you have or who you are, if
you will believe on Jesus Christ, God will save youl use you.



