Scripture Reading:

Luke 18:1-8 “Then [Jesus] spoke a parable to them, that mesdways ought to pray
and not lose heart, 2 saying: "There was in a certain city pidge who did not fear

God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; ad she came to him,
saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.' 4 And he wold not for a while; but
afterward he said within himself, "'Though | do not fearGod nor regard man, 5 yet
because this widow troubles me | will avenge her, leby her continual coming she
weary me.'" 6 Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjud judge said. 7 And shall
God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to kh, though He bears
long with them? 8 | tell you that He will avenge them speedil Nevertheless, when the
Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"

" Being Persistent in Prayer”

In this morning’s text we come to another parable told iy our Lord, and again we
should remember the context: Jesus has turned to HisigZiples after the Pharisees
asked when His Kingdom would come. Jesus told these Phages “The Kingdom of
God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘eehere’ or ‘see there’! For
indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” Jesus therurned to His disciples to
teach them three important lessons:

» They must focus on the Kingdom of God

» They must be persistent in prayer

» They must remember to be humble

This week we come to the™ lesson that Jesus gave regarding His Kingdom:
» We are to be persistent in prayer...
» This is THE lesson we are to learn from this parable!

» We are not to think that God is like the unjust judge no to think of ourselves
as nagging widows!

Those would be the wrong lessons to learn: Jesus givesrage parable telling them
right up front what is the right lesson to learn: “Then [Jesus] spoke a parable to
them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart”

Paul gives this challenge to the Saints at Thessalonica sayiriRejoice always,
17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for thiss the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.” | Thessalonians 5:16-18

» We can better learn how to obey this great command to pray wibut ceasing
by hearing the parable that Jesus gives:



We are quickly introduced to two characters: "There wasn a certain city a judge
who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow that city; and she
came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.”Neither is put in a
good light: Since the beginning of wisdom and knowledge fsar of the Lord and the
chief responsibility of a judge is to uphold the rightsof men, he is rightly called the
unjust judge. The woman seems a little pushy but appeats have a just cause in
asking the judge to help her against her advisory: We are na@iiven details, and thus
they are not important.

4 “And he would not [help the widow] for a while; but aterward he said within
himself, 'Though | do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yebecause this widow
troubles me | will avenge her, lest by her continual comigp she weary me."”

He is willing to act, NOT because she brings a convincir@gase but because she
continually comes: At bottom this is a very selfish act othe part of this judge!

" 6 Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said.7 And shall God not
avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, thougHe bears long with
them? 8 | tell you that He will avenge them speedily.”

» Jesus has told us why he gave this parable: “that men alwaysght to pray
and not lose heart!”

BUT we need to remember this is a lesson in contrasts:
» Jesus is NOT the unjust judge
» Our prayers are not me-me-me!

Jesus does not want us to put that picture of the meLexus on the refrigerator and
pray until we get it! Jesus does not want our prayers to ba long list of what “I”
need! We are to be praying for the advancement of Godksingdom: And persistent
prayer toward that end will insure that we do NOT lose hart as God advances the
Kingdom — According to His eternal plan —

As Peter reminds the Saints in His final letter: [IPeter 3:1 “Beloved,

| now write to you this second epistle ...that you may be mdful of the words which
were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the comrandment of us, the apostles
of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this first: that scoffes will come in the last days,
walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where ishe promise of His
coming? ... 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thinghat with the Lord one day

Is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 Thedls not slack
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, butesgsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all should cometo repentance.



When Paul tells the Ephesians to gear up for our batls against spiritual hosts in
high places he concludes by sayings, “And take the helm#tsalvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; prayingalways with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit.”

We are to be serious about the advancement of Christ’'s Kgdom with faithful
prayers, with passionateprayers and with powerful prayers. We can look to the
Scriptures for examples & instruction if we strugglein our prayers...

Listen to how Paul faithfully prays for the Saints at Eplesus... As we listen to the
heart of Paul, ask yourself if we are praying for the Saits here at Church of the King
or Christ Covenant in Menlo Park or our brothers and ssters at Reformation
Covenant Church in this wayon a regular basis...

“15 Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all the saints, 16 do not ceast® give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fatar of glory, may give to
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge foHim, 18 the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what ithe hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance irthe saints, 19 and what is the
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, aating to the working of
His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He aised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly place21 far above all principality
and power and might and dominion, and every name that isamed, not only in this
age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all thgs under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 whiak His body, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all.” Ephesians 1:15-23

We also have many examples of prayers in the Old Testamewotlook to and great
examples of praying without ceasing... Think of Nehemiah dboetter yet, make this
your homework... Underline all the references to his prayes!

But when we think of passionate prayers we must turn t®aniel chapter nine as he
turns to God in prayer realizing that the seventy years of tair captivity in Babylon
was coming to a close as the Prophet Jeremiah had promised

“4 And | prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession, ahsaid, "O Lord, great
and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy wititose who love Him and
with those who keep His commandments, 5 we have sinnadd committed iniquity,
we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing fromotr precepts and Your
judgments. 6 Neither have we heeded Your servants thegphets, who spoke in Your
name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and allhe people of the land. 7 O
Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame fafce, as it is this day--to the
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and allsrael, those near and those far
off in all the countries to which You have driven them, bcause of the unfaithfulness

3



which they have committed against You. 8 “O Lord, to us Bbengs shame of face, to
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we havensed against You. 9 To the
Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have relbed against Him.
10 We have not obeyed the voice of Jehovah our God, to walkHins laws, which He
set before us by His servants the prophets. 11 Yes, aldel has transgressed Your
law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; themge the curse and the oath
written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have @ poured out on us, because
we have sinned against Him. 12 And He has confirmed His wasdwhich He spoke
against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing op us a great
disaster; for under the whole heaven such has never bedone as what has been done
to Jerusalem. 13 As it is written in the Law of Moses, hthis disaster has come upon
us; yet we have not made our prayer before Jehovah our Godyadt we might turn
from our iniquities and understand Your truth. 14 Therefore the Lord has kept the
disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for Jehovah ouGod is righteous in all the
works which He does, though we have not obeyed His void& And now, O Lord our
God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt wih a mighty hand, and
made Yourself a name, as it is this day--we have sinnede\wave done wickedly!

16 "O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, | pray, letYour anger and Your
fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain, because for our
sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalenand Your people are a reproach
to all those around us. 17 Now therefore, our God, hear th@rayer of Your servant,
and his supplications, and for the Lord's sake causeodr face to shine on Your
sanctuary, which is desolate. 18 O my God, incline Your eand hear; open Your
eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is cdlley Your name; for we do not
present our supplications before You because of our righous deeds, but because of
Your great mercies. 19 O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not
delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your peote are called by Your
name."

> |IF we prayed like that, perhaps we might have angels drggpng by or the
building shaking as well!

» Seriously, we should pray like Daniel, not for affects herand now, but again
for the advancement of God’s Kingdom!

Finally, we need to lift up before God powerful prayers... Yes those imprecatory
prayers that call upon God to exercise His judgment on Hisnemies: We have many
examples of these in the Psalms. Consider how the ga8aints used them when
praying after Peter and John had been arrested and commanddtem to NOT speak
nor teach the name of Jesus!:

“24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God i one accord and said:
“Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the seand all that is in them,
25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said [quoting dectly from Psalm
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2]: 'Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain thngs? 26 The kings of the
earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered togéher Against the Lord and
against His Christ.' 27 "For truly against Your holy Servant Jesis, whom You
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Getiles and the people of Israel,
were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Yoyurpose determined
before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, andrant to Your servants
that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by streténg out Your hand to
heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through timame of Your holy
Servant Jesus." 31 And when they had prayed, the place wheethey were assembled
together was shaken; and they were all filled with théloly Spirit, and they spoke the
word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:24-31

» These Saints prayed boldly for the judgment of God to eoe upon the enemies
of the Church!

They prayed against enemies like King Herod who killed Jamese brother of Jesus
and Saul of Tarsus who held the coats of those whtosed Stephen and greatly
persecuted the Church.

» And more importantly we see God answering these prayei&s Jesus promised
in the lesson this morning!

King Herod was struck dead suddenly, eaten by worms irhe midst of his pride

Saul of Tarsus was struck down on the road to Damascus b@ reborn as Paul the
Apostle who would carry the Good News to the Gentiles!

We must also remember that this small band of believengrayed against the leaders
of Israel and the Governor of Rome...

» Just a few centuries later Jerusalem would lay in ruins ashRome would have
fallen, but God’s Saints were still praying for the advanement of the Kingdom
of God!

These are BOLD answers to BOLD prayers and this exacthhe type of prayers that
Jesus wants His disciples — That would be us — to b&ihg up to the throne of heaven
where God sits waiting to answer.

This is why Jesus ends this parable & lesson with a prolg question: “Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith onhie earth?"



This should take us back again to that Gentile Centuriom whom Jesus found great
faith: Luke 7:7

“Therefore | did not even think myself worthy to come toYou. But say the word,
and my servant will be healed. 8 For | also am a man pladeunder authority, having
soldiers under me. And | say to one, 'Go,' and he goeand to another, '‘Come,' and
he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this," and he does it9' When Jesus heard these
things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said tohte crowd that followed
Him, "l say to you, | have not found such great faith, not een in Israel!™”

This is the great faith Jesus will be looking for at His commg and all the years until
that Great Day: Saints who are praying and believing, ‘Thy Khgdom come Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven!’

Faithful people who are consistent and persistent ireir prayers knowing, in faith,
that God will avenge His own elect speedily just as Jesusqgmised!

Communion Meditation:

Revelation 2:8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,” These things says
the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to lif@:1 know your works,
tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and | know the blasphemy of those who
say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Sata@.Do not fear any of
those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, theéevil is about to throw some of
you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have itoulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He whovercomes shall not be hurt by
the second death." '



