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Introduction:  As we began our study of the Gospel of John last Sunday that it was written last of the 
gospels but before the destruction of the temple in 70AD by Titus' Roman army.  You remember that 
John alone uses Word (Logoj) for Jesus.  His meaning for this Name is rooted in Semitic not Greek 
origin, however he is not ignorant of how the Greek philosophers are using the term.  Studying John's 
Gospel we see an inspired method of evangelism and we see the clear presentation of who this Jesus is 
that saves sinners.

1. The inspired method of evangelism is bold, masculine confrontation with unbelief and false 
notions of whom Jesus is.  It necessitates clear and direct identification of Jesus.  He also knew the 
current discussions among the intellectuals and their disciples (that is evident in his choice of Word for 
Jesus).  May God make us as aggressive and fearless on the spiritual battlefield as General Stonewall 
Jackson was on the physical battlefield! 

2. In these opening verses John identifies Jesus in five broad propositions:  (1)  Jesus is eternal, 
(2)  He is distinct from the Person of the Father though One with Him in the Godhead, (3)  He is God, 
(4)  He is creator, and (5) He is the source of all life and light.

3. Verse 1 contradicts the damnable errors of Arians, Sabellians, Socinians and Unitarians. 
John clearly declares the eternality of the Word, in the beginning was; the distinctness of the person of 
the Word, with God; and the divinity of the Word, the Word was God.  The best commentary on these 
verses of John is Proverbs 8:27-30.  

4. Twice John uses the phrase, "in the beginning" so that you immediately think of the beginning 
of God's Written Word, "In the beginning ...".1  This creation theme will continue in the following 
verses. This activity of creating is something only God can do.  The verb is never used of man in the 
Bible.  Men may make, produce, or discover but they can never create.  (I once illustrated this to some 
young boys with Lee and Jackson Logs.  They were to build a log cabin and the first one done was the 
winner.)

5. For John, and for the Holy Spirit, this Name "Word" is loaded with power, dignity and glory.
You can see this in Revelation 19:11-16.  John immediately confronts his reader with the glory and 
dignity of Christ Jesus.  He does not his reader wondering if this is important.  No, he confronts him with
the enormity of his sin in not honoring this One who is the Word.  The lack of thanksgiving is a rebuff of
infinite dimensions toward Him who is the Word, the Creator, Sustainer, and Governor of all.  Biblical 
evangelism does not leave the hearer with the impression that what he has heard can be taken or 
left without much consequence!2

6. Verse 2 contradicts the damnable errors of Manichees and Platonists.  John underscores
again the eternal and distinct personality of the Son who was with the Father when creation was 
accomplished.

7. Verse 3 declares that Jesus was the creator and emphasizes that He is not created.  So
again John asserts the deity of Jesus as he makes Him non-created.  Colossians 1:15-17

8. Verse 4 declares that all life has its source in the Word.  This is true both with regard to
providence and redemption.  Even the unbeliever exists solely because the Word has brought him into 

1 Genesis 1:1
2 Colossians 1:15-18



existence and sustains him even in his rebellion.  

9. Verse 5 teaches us that the truth of God is manifested in the midst of sinful men, of
darkness yet sinful men do not understand it, perceive it or embrace it.  John tells us that man’s problem
is both his bad record and his bad heart, John 3:19-21.  Education will not save man.

10. Consider how dark was your darkness that you needed such an exalted One to redeem
you from your sins.  Consider the glory of your warrior King who has now pledged to you His 
kingdom!

11. We live in a day of great unbelief, conflict, and confusion, but there is not reason to despair for 
this Christ whom John describes is your Guardian and Shepherd.3  Glory in your Lord and Savior.  He 
reigns and is advancing His Kingdom.

3 Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8, Section 8 including proof texts


