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Introduction: John is the last of the four gospels to be written by the Apostles.  It assumes the
knowledge of the three Synoptics.   In this precious book John gives us the sole account of some of the 
most precious and beloved teaching of Jesus: the Good Shepherd, the Comforter, His high priestly 
prayer for us.

1. When was it written?  Later than the synoptic gospels since time has passed and allowed several
heresies to arise regarding Jesus which John in these first five verses attacks setting forth the truth 
regarding Jesus.  Yet, before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD since the sheep market is still in 
operation, John 5:2.

2. Why was it written?  John tells us in 20:30-31; that you may believe the truth concerning who 
Jesus is and believing, have life in His name.  

3. John was one whom Jesus called, “a son of thunder,” (Mark 3:17) and his opening
statement in this gospel is in full accord with the nickname given by Jesus.  The great debate wherever 
the gospel had been proclaimed was the identity of Jesus.  Remember that the great heresies of the first 
three centuries were all Christological ones!  Into this debate John thunders with no uncertainty at all 
declaring the eternality and the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Here is an ambassador of the kind of 
Daniel’s three friends (Daniel 3:16-18), fitting the description of the gospel minister given in Isaiah 
40:9-11.

4. J. C. Ryle, while speaking of the beauty and exalted truths which John communicates in
the preface, the first 18 verses, of this gospel writes, “It is not, perhaps, too much to say, that not a single
word could be altered in the first five verses of St. John’s Gospel, without opening the door to some 
heresy.”

5. John is the only inspired writer to use “Word” as a name for Jesus.  That it is Jesus is
unarguably plain in verse 14, “the Word became flesh.”  The major philosophers spoke about the
logos (logos), translated here as “Word.”  Heraclitus in 6th century BC taught that all things are in a state
of flux but the logos was that eternal principle of the universe.  Stoics in 1st century AD with their 
dualism taught that the logos was that substance that provided rational order in the universe.  Philo 
blending Greek philosophy with Judaism taught that the logos was not God but a worldly representation 
of God which mediated between God and the world.  The word, "Logoj" is Semitic, not Greek, in 
origin, Psalm 33:6.

6. John does not borrow any of his conception of the logos from these false philosophies
but rather confronts them head on showing his LOGOS as the antithesis of all their ‘logoi.’
He thunders that their conceptions of the world and life are but futile and foolish.  

7. Do we not here see the inspired method of evangelism?  Is John not an example for you
to follow in bold, masculine confrontation with unbelief and false notions of who Jesus is?  May God 
make us as aggressive and fearless on the spiritual battlefield as General Stonewall Jackson was on the 
physical battlefield! 

8. Verse 1 contradicts the damnable errors of Arians, Sabellians, Socinians and Unitarians. 
John clearly declares the eternality of the Word, in the beginning was; the distinctness of the person of 
the Word, with God; and the divinity of the Word, the Word was God.  The best commentary on these 
verses of John is Proverbs 8:27-30.



9. Verse 2 contradicts the damnable errors of Manichees and Platonists.  John underscores
again the eternal and distinct personality of the Son who was with the Father when creation was 
accomplished.

10. Verse 3 declares that Jesus was the creator and emphasizes that He is not created.  So
again John asserts the deity of Jesus as he makes Him non-created.  Colossians 1:15-17

11. Verse 4 declares that all life has its source in the Word.  This is true both with regard to
providence and redemption.  Even the unbeliever exists solely because the Word has brought him into 
existence and sustains him even in his rebellion.  

12. Verse 5 teaches us that the truth of God is manifested in the midst of sinful men, of
darkness yet sinful men do not understand it, perceive it or embrace it.  John tells us that man’s problem
is both his bad record and his bad heart, John 3:19-21.  Education will not save man.

13. Consider how dark was your darkness that you needed such an exalted One to redeem
you from your sins.  Consider the glory of your warrior King who has now pledged to you His 
kingdom!

14. We live in a day of great unbelief, conflict, and confusion, but there is not reason to despair for 
this Christ whom John describes is your Guardian and Shepherd.1  Glory in your Lord and Savior.  He 
reigns and is advancing His Kingdom.

1 Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8, Section 8 including proof texts


