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Introduction: Last week we saw the sovereignty of God in salvation noting that both John the 
Baptist and Jeremiah were regenerated while in the womb of their mothers.  Also we were 
instructed in the high esteem which God places upon the ministry of the Church.  He chose men 
to proclaim the gospel, not angels.  This evening we continue to examine the identity of John 
compared with Jesus.  This will necessarily lead us to an examination of how one becomes a 
child of God.

1. We said that the Holy Spirit places in bold relief the contrast between John, vv6-8, and
Jesus, vv 9-13.  John is not the light but a witness to the light.  Jesus is the true light.  John is an 
instrument through which men are brought to belief.  Jesus is the object of belief.

2. Why does John make this contrast between John and Jesus?  There were many who
did esteem John too highly even considering him to be the messiah.  This is a weakness in men 
to set their affections and hopes too much upon the preacher.  The Biblical preacher seeks to 
have men set their fondest affections upon Christ.  1 Corinthians 4:1; Acts 14:11-18; Psalm 
118:8-9; 146:3; 69:6.  There has been much written about the danger of codependency, 
particularly in the context of counseling.  The preacher must always point the others to Christ 
and to His Word as their Counselor and Shepherd.

3. This wrong assessment of John the Baptist deflects the import of his ministry 
particularly in light of the Old Testament prophecies regarding the immediate forerunner of the 
Messiah who would identify the Messiah in person.  The Jews ought to have realized that John's 
presence meant the Messiah was present.  But instead they rejected the Messiah and hence 
rejected John's significance.

4. Verse 9 prepares us for the distinction between Jesus’s presence in the world via
creation and providence and his infinity as God as distinguished from His presence in the world 
in the  flesh as true God and true man.  The Apostle John records later in this Gospel how Jesus 
teaches His disciples about a new phase of His presence with them through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.1

5. Verse 10 asserts that by the works of creation and providence Jesus was being revealed
to the world yet that revelation was insufficient to save sinners.  None the less it does make them 
guilty for their unbelief, Romans 1:18-20. (General revelation/Special revelation)

6. Verse 11 assesses the contempt with which Israel held Jesus.  They were His own yet 
they rejected Him.  In what way were they His own?  They were the covenant community, the 
visible Church.  They had the Word written, the prophets, the priests and Levites who taught the 
Old Testament.  They had the sacraments of circumcision and the Passover.  Yet they rejected 
their Messiah!  Learn well that membership in the visible church, the reception of the sacraments
and familiarity with the Bible are no proofs that one is truly in Christ.2

7. What then matters as to being in Christ?  Verses 12-13 give an unambiguous answer
to this important question.  Three things don’t save: (1) not of blood; (2) nor the will of the flesh;
(3) nor the will of man.  One thing matters: being born of God thereby having faith in Jesus.  

8. Compare Romans 2:1-29 in which Paul follows the same three point outline of the false

1 John 14:25-28;  16:5-12
2 Romans 2 demonstrates the same flow of logic, Paul and John think alike.



ways of salvation: (1) Verses 1-16, “no partiality with God”; (2) Verses 17-24, “rely upon the 
law”; (3) Verses 25-29, not circumcision done by the rabbi.

9. Is all your confidence in Christ alone?  If not, then you are still in your sins.  Jesus 
saves sinners who cannot save themselves, and this is all sinners for none can save himself.  Why
do we participate in the Lord's Supper regularly?  Because God commands it to be observed.  
But why?  Because God knows that you and I need constantly to be made to look to Christ.  Our 
pride causes us to look to privilege, to good works, to the sacraments for salvation, but we must 
look to Christ alone for salvation.  Is it He upon whom you are looking?  Jesus never fails to 
save any that are looking to Him!


