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People have laid waste to the world with their sins. Since the beginning of the world, men have deprived                   
each other of property and of life. Men have stolen the property of other men. They have stolen other men, and                     
enslaved them. They have killed other men. In our own time, they do the same. There are several armed                   
conflicts presently: the war in Afghanistan, the Yemeni Crisis, and the Mexican Drug War, to name but a few.                   
The number of abortions in the world is difficult to determine, as is the number of slaves, but they may be                     
numbered in the tens of millions. Men do evil to each other, and to themselves. Men enslave themselves to                   
drugs and alcohol. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, “The non-medical use of                 
prescription drugs is becoming a major threat to public health.” They deprive their own selves of life. The                  
World Health Organization states that nearly eight-hundred thousand people commit suicide every year. There              
are, of course, many other causes for concern. 

Men mistreat each other. Yet, they know that the world is not right, and they would set it right. They                    
have a sense of justice, and they wish to see justice served. So, they do what they can to help their fellow man.                       
Sometimes, they use force in their vain attempts to make the world a better place, and this use of force is itself                      
evil and makes the world worse, not better. The world cries out for justice. After Cain killed Abel, his brother,                    
God said to him, “What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.”                    
(Genesis 4:10) After Job’s children and servants were murdered by marauders, Job said, “O earth, cover not                 
thou my blood, and let my cry have no place. Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on                       
high. My friends scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto God.” (Job 16:18-20) In the ancient world, men                    
were so wicked that God brought upon the world a great Flood to destroy them all, all but Noah and his family.                      
God, beginning with Abraham, separated a people for Himself, a people who would be holy as He is holy. They                    
were, however, no different from the rest of mankind, and God destroyed many of them. Sometimes He caused                  
a nation more wicked than Israel to destroy them. To the Habakkuk, the prophet, this seemed to be unjust, and                    
he cried out to God: 
 

O LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and                    
thou wilt not save! Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for                 
spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention. Therefore                
the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the                 
righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. (Habakkuk 1:2-4) 

 
God is the king of the world. It is He who has set the laws that govern the world, and it is He who                        

executes justice. The Forty-seventh Psalm reads, “For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with                   
understanding. God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.” (Psalm 47:7, 8) God                  
was, in a special sense, king over the children of Israel. He was their guide and their protector. He spoke to                     
them through the prophets, and He gave them His law. His law is perfect and was to be a rule, not only for                       
them, but for the nations. When Moses gave Israel the law, He said to them, “Keep therefore and do them; for                     
this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and                    
say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” (Deuteronomy 4:6) Yet, the children of Israel                  
broke the law, and they killed the prophets. They did not wish for God to be their king. They wished for a man                       
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to be their king. They wished for a man like them administer justice; a man to judge them and to lead them into                       
battle against their enemies. The prophet Samuel warned them that a human king would be no friend to them,                   
but would be be their enemy. He would not rule with justice, but would rather oppress them. The people                   
insisted, however. They replied, “Nay; but we will have a king over us; That we also may be like all the nations;                      
and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.” (1 Samuel 8:19, 20) So, God in His                        
anger gave them what they wished for. He gave them a human king. (1 Samuel 8:22; Hosea 13:11) The people                    
would not abide a king that they could not see, although He was God Almighty; they desired a king that they                     
could see, although he was a mere mortal. They would walk by sight, and not by faith. The less that people look                      
to God for justice, the more they look to men. The less a people submit to God, the more laws their human                      
rulers will make to subdue them. Nicolás Gómez Dávila has said, “Dying societies accumulate laws like dying                 
men accumulate remedies.” (Nicolás Gómez Dávila, Escolios a un texto implicito: Seleccion) 

The first king God gave the people was Saul. At first, Saul showed promise, but he soon became the                   
kind of ruler about which Samuel warned. So, God replaced Saul with David, a man after His own heart. (1                    
Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22) David was a good man, and God made a covenant with Him. He said to him: 

 
And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after                    
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an                  
house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father,                    
and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with                     
the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it                    
from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established                 
for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. (2 Samuel 7:11-16) 

 
God promised David that He would set upon his throne one of his own descendents, and that that king would                    
rule forever. In the Eighty-ninth Psalm, the psalmist sang of the everlasting covenant of David, in which, even if                   
David’s descendents would be unfaithful, God would be faithful and set upon his throne an heir would would                  
rule both righteously and eternally. (Psalm 89) David, at the end of his life, spoke the word which the Lord had                     
spoken to him concerning one who would rule over men. He said: 
 

He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the                       
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out                
of the earth by clear shining after rain. Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made                    
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and                  
all my desire, although he make it not to grow. (2 Samuel 23:3-5) 

 
As David came near to death, reflected upon his past reign. He said that a good ruler is one who is just, and a                        
just ruler is one who fears God and so obeys God. Such a ruler is light, and he is life. David considered his own                        
failures and the consequences of those failures. He confessed that, although he and his house had not been                  
perfectly faithful, God is perfectly faithful, and would keep His covenant promise. God would give him an heir                  
who would rule righteously forever. 

After King David died, he was succeeded by his son Solomon. At first, Solomon did walk with the Lord,                   
but he later strayed. He was succeeded by his son, Rehoboam, whose foolish decrees resulted in the division of                   
the kingdom into the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah. There followed a number                  
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of wicked kings, in both north and south, and the people were little better. About two hundred years after the                    
division, God sent the Assyrians to conquer the northern kingdom because of their great sins against Him. One                  
hundred years after that, God raised up the Jeremiah to prophesy against the southern kingdom for their                 
disobedience. God had commissioned the children of Israel to be an example of righteousness for the nations to                  
follow. Through the prophet Isaiah He said, “I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be                      
my salvation unto the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) Yet, they were no better than the nations, and so God                     
became an object of scorn among. Through the prophet, God said, “My name continually every day is                 
blasphemed.” (Isaiah 52:5) God warned the southern kingdom, as He had warned the northern, that they would                 
be judged for their sins, but he reminded them of His covenant with David. He said: 
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a                  
King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days                 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be                  
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Jeremiah 23:5, 6) 

 
The tree of David had been felled, but God would cause a new branch to grow from it. Although the children of                      
Israel had been oppressed by wicked rulers, both native and foreign, God would, as He had promised king                  
David, raise up a truly righteous ruler who would judge wisely and rule righteously. He would rule, not only                   
Jews, but Gentiles as well.  

Sometime later Jeremiah again prophesied to the children of Israel, saying: 
 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have                 
promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I                     
cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and                
righteousness in the land. In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely:                
and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness. For thus saith                 
the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel. (Jeremiah                   
25:14-17) 
 

God repeated His promise to David, that He would have an heir who would reign on his throne forever. The                    
southern kingdom of Judah was conquered by the Babylonians, and many of the children of Israel were taken in                   
captivity into Babylon, just as God had spoken through the prophet. So the Davidic dynasty came to an end, or                    
rather was intermitted. It could not come to an end, as God had promised David that his heir would reign                    
without end.  

Of course, Jesus is that heir. He is the son of David and Son of God who alone has the right to sit on                        
David’s throne. He was a perfect man, one who never sinned, and He has all wisdom and all knowledge. His                    
enemies put Him to death as a blasphemer, but God vindicated Him, not only by raising Him from the dead, but                     
by giving Him David’s throne, and making Him King of kings, and Lord of lords. When the apostles met at                    
council in Jerusalem to discuss the matter of great numbers of Gentiles believing in Jesus, Saint James said that                   
this was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Amos who said: 
 

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof;                    
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess the                       
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remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that                  
doeth this. (Amos 9:11, 12; Acts 15:13-17) 

 
Saint James believed the mass conversion of Gentiles is the fulfillment of prophecy, and means that God is                  
rebuilding the kingdom of David under the righteous rule of his son and heir, Jesus. For thousands of years, men                    
worked evil in the world. They also tried to salvage it, but to no avail. Even the chosen people of God failed.                      
Righteous men looked in eager expectation for the true righteous ruler to come, the one who would save the                   
world. He has come, and He is even now saving the world. 

Too many are full of opinions about how what is wrong with the world, and how to make it right, but                     
have little little understanding of what is wrong with themselves, and how to change. They have great                 
enthusiasm about making the world a better place, but they have only apathy about being better people. The                  
Christian ought to work on changing himself first and foremost. Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, said: 

 
And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is                   
in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye;                      
and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own                    
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. (Matthew 7:3-5) 
 
Leo Tolstoy, in his essay, “Three Methods of Reform,” wrote, “There can be only one permanent                

revolution — a moral one; the regeneration of the inner man. How is this revolution to take place? Nobody                   
knows how it will take place in humanity, but every man feels it clearly in himself. And yet in our world                     
everybody thinks of changing humanity, and nobody thinks of changing himself.” The way to change the world                 
is to change people, and the only way truly to change people is to renew them through the Holy Spirit. Saint                     
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.                      
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from                       
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:17, 18) 

There remains much evil in the world, but the world is changing for the better, because men under the                   
influence of the Lord Jesus are changing. Some experts believe that violence in general, and war in particular, is                   
declining. In the Year of Our Lord Seventeen-hundred and Seventy Eight, the State of Virginia was the first                  
civil government to make the African slave trade illegal. In our time, many nations are working to eradicate the                   
slave trade. It appears the number of abortions is declining. Last month, the Centers for Disease Control issued                  
a report stating that, in the ten years before the Year of Our Lord Two-Thousand and Fifteen, the last year of                     
study, the number of abortions and the abortion rate in the United States decreased every year. (Centers for                  
Disease Control, “Abortion Surveillance – United States 2015”) In many more ways the world is improving. As                 
more people in the world become Christian, the world becomes more Christian. There are still many horrors in                  
the world, but it is nothing like it was before the righteous reign of Jesus Christ, who is gradually putting all His                      
enemies under His feet. (1 Corinthians 15:25) 

Let us by the power of the Spirit become more like Christ. Let us call others to do the same. So together                      
by the power of Christ let us change this world. 
 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever 

and ever. Amen. 


