For a moment, enter the world of a loving wife who suspects her husband of being unfaithful.  With a broken heart, she confronts him, and he begins his confession.
“Yes, even though you have been faithful to me and have loved me unconditionally all these years, I am being unfaithful to you.”
“Tell me,” the wife asks, “do you love her?”
“Yes, I do love her.”
“What about our years together, through the joys and through the sorrows?”
“I guess I just can’t help myself.”
“Is she pretty?”
“Yes, she is a model.”
“Is she younger than me?”
“Well, she was a teenager in 1959 when she was conceived.”
Somewhat confused, the wife continues.  “Why do you love her?  Does she love you?  What’s her name?  What’s special about her?”
“Wait a minute.  One question at a time!  I admit the attraction was only physical at first.  Her name is Barbie, and she is gorgeous.  She has an astonishing figure and she makes no demands on me.  In fact, she doesn’t care if I do whatever I want to do.  There are only two problems with her: she’s only 10 inches tall, and she has too large a wardrobe.  As far as whether she loves me, she hasn’t said anything yet.”
The wife looks at him and asks, “Have you lost your mind?  Are you insane?”
While this scenario is really insane, the same insanity and lack of perspective on reality will be seen in the second chapter of Judges where the Israelites pursue the gods of the Canaanites – in essence, they worship the equivalent of Barbie dolls.
This morning I want to set up my message with the final speech from Joshua.  Turn with me to Joshua 24 beginning with verse 14. 
14 “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  16 The people answered and said, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for the Lord our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and preserved us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples through whose midst we passed. 18 The Lord drove out from before us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also will serve the Lord, for He is our God.”  19 Then Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgression or your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.” 21 The people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” 22 Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.”
This was a farewell speech by Joshua challenging God’s people to walk faithfully with the Lord their God.  And in his speech, Joshua stressed the importance of making the choice in whom they would serve.  Who would they be devoted to?  Who would have the ultimate value in their lives?  Who would be their God and King?  Make a choice.  There is no neutral ground here.  Make a choice.  And the people replied, “We chose to serve the Lord.  We don’t want to serve another.  There’s no need to worry about us Joshua.  We got this.”  
Last week we started the Book of Judges and learned that Joshua had died.  As a result, the Israelites had no national leader – no earthly king.  Instead, God was to be their LORD and King.  Then a question was posed by the Israelites, “Who will lead us into battle against the Canaanites?”  If you recall, the tribe of Judah was to take the lead, and they invited the tribe of Simeon to join them.  They had victory in battle against the Canaanites and captured their wicked king.  But instead of executing this king as they were commanded to do, they dealt with him in the “Canaanite way” – they cut off his thumbs and big toes.  They did what was right in their own eyes.  
But it did not stop there.  The Israelites were commanded by God to clear out the pagan inhabitants from the Promised Land, so they would not compromise with them and be contaminated by their sinful ways and false worship.  Each tribe was to clear out the land assigned to them, but – they didn’t do it.  Instead, they allowed many of the pagan inhabitants to remain in the Promised Land.  
Last week we also looked at the report card from the angel of the LORD beginning in Judges 2 – and it was not a good report card was it?  The Israelites were informed that due to their failure to obey God fully and clear out the pagan inhabitants and tear down the altars to their false gods, the inhabitants who remained would now become a thorn in their side and their false gods would be a snare.  And this warning by the LORD would unfortunately come to a painful reality in Chapter 2.
So, let’s pick up where we left off.  Turn with me to Judges 2:6-10. 
6 When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went each to his inheritance to possess the land. 7 The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord which He had done for Israel. 8 Then Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of one hundred and ten. 9 And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 10 All that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. 
This passage serves as a summary.  We know it’s a summary because in Chapter 1 we were told that Joshua had already died.  This summary essentially comes from the Book of Joshua – the last few passages of Joshua Chapter 24.  In this summary, we are told that under Joshua’s leadership, the Lord provided the Israelites with great victories and success in clearing out and possessing the land of Canaan.  God performed mighty deeds through His people.  
But there is something else said here that we need to take special note of.  There came a time when Joshua died – as well as that elder generation of Israelites who had served under him.  And in verse 10 we are told that a younger generation of Israelites had arose who did not know God like their parents and grandparents did.  This younger generation of Israelites were taught about God, they were given His commands, but they had no personal relationship with God, they had no experiences with God like their forefathers, and they deliberately refused to accept the Word of God as truth – as being relevant in their lives, and they refused to acknowledge God's authority as their Lord and King.  
· And this brings up a good point for each of us to think about.  When we neglect the Word of God, we are in danger of forsaking the God of the Word.  I know that’s blunt, but that’s the God’s honest truth.  If you are not in the Word of God, how in the world can you know God?  And if you don’t know God, how can you really trust Him?  And if you can’t trust God, why would you want to follow Him?  If we say we are people of the Word, then we got to be in the Word.
[bookmark: P2155_763640]Okay, let’s move onto Judges 2:11-13.
11 Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals, 12 and they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus, they provoked the Lord to anger. 13 So they forsook the Lord and served Baal and the Ashtaroth.
The very thing Joshua had warned the Israelites about, the very thing they promised they would not do – they did.  We are told the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.  They deliberately disobeyed God.  They did what was right in their own eyes, yet it was evil in the eyes of the One who really mattered.  
· And as a reminder, all of our thoughts and all of our actions are done before the eyes of God.   
So, what happened here?  Why did they forsake the Lord their God to follow the gods of the Canaanites?  
I do have a couple of answers.  Giving you my pastoral answer, I suspect the Israelites became so accustomed to the sinful ways of their pagan neighbors that those sinful ways didn’t seem so sinful after a while.  I suspect the Israelites were initially repulsed by the behaviors of these people, which later moved to just tolerating them until they gradually accepted their ways as being the norm, and they began to mimic them.  We see this today in our own culture.  
Now to give you the Bob answer as to why they had forsaken the Lord to follow the gods of the pagan inhabitants, does this sound familiar?  “No one is going to tell me what to do.  I am free to do what I want.  I will do what I want, when I want, and with whom I want.”  We most definitely see this today in our culture.
They were doing what was right in their own eyes – which was wrong, and the next thing you know, God’s people have abandoned their Lord and King, they have abandoned His Word, and they have immersed themselves into the wicked culture of the Canaanites right after Joshua had warned them.  God’s people, who were to be holy and separate from the sinful ways of the Canaanites, have now embraced the very sins that had brought God’s wrath on the Canaanites in the first place.
We are told the Israelites bowed down – they worshipped these false god’s Baal and Ashtaroth – who are not even real gods.  They are worthless idols.  Ashtaroth is the female counterpart of Baal, and she was the goddess of sex, and love and fertility.  Their followers thought that through ritual prostitution, and child sacrifices, and mutilations that they could convince these false gods to grant fertility to people, and to the animals, and to crops.  
So, the Israelites have forsaken the One True God, they have deserted the God who had delivered them from Egypt and brought them to their Promised Land, and now they follow the Canaanite way of life and worship their false gods.  It’s not going to go well for the Israelites.  Let’s pick up with verse 14.   
14 The anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and He gave them into the hands of plunderers who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around them, so that they could no longer stand before their enemies. 15 Wherever they went, the hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the Lord had spoken and as the Lord had sworn to them, so that they were severely distressed.
This is harsh.  So, the same hand of God who delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt is now acting to cause their painful defeat.  God permitted one nation after another to invade the Promised Land, to conquer them, and to enslave His people, making life absolutely miserable for them.
Now pastor, didn’t you say last week that God loved His people and He cared for His people?  This doesn’t seem like love to me.  Well, it’s all about perspective.  Let me give you an example of what I mean. 
A man walked into a room where a child slept in the middle of the night.  After a few moments, he laid his hand on the child who cried out in fear and pain.  The man quickly threw a blanket over the child, rushed out of the house, and into a waiting car where his accomplice was expecting him and eager to drive down the road.  He restrained the child on the drive until they got to an industrial-looking building that was frightening to the boy.  The man handed the child over to the other people – and all of them wore masks.  They took the boy to a room where they restrained him and tortured him with sharp objects.  Finally, the man who had taken him from the home entered the room.  He also was wearing a mask.  He looked at the boy, took a knife, and plunged it into him, slicing him open.
Have I just described a brutal kidnapping and murder of a child, or did I just describe a surgeon who is performing an emergency appendectomy on his own son at the hospital?  One could make the details fit either scenario.  The first scenario is sinister; the second is loving and lifesaving, but still scary and painful.  God’s purpose was not to destroy His people, but to save them.  God loved them, and wanted them to turn their hearts back to Him – to repent.  And sometimes it is necessary for the Great Physician to perform surgery on His children, although painful, in order to save them.  That’s what God is doing here with the Israelites, however, hard and painful and difficult it may be.  
God was angry with them, He had every right to be, but God also loved them dearly, and if He did not love them, He would have just simply abandoned them.  
· If you think about it, the worst judgment that God could bring upon a nation or a person for that matter, is to leave them alone in their sin – to stop trying to bring them back to Him.
So out of love, God allowed His people to be man-handled and mastered by the very people they had mimicked.  They didn’t want to be under God’s authority, and now they are under the authority of the pagan nations they were supposed to clear out. 
Isn’t it ironic?  The Israelites escaped harsh slavery under foreign rule in Egypt, and now they have gone right back into slavery under foreign rule.
The Israelites wanted freedom.  They wanted freedom from God – “I will do what I want, when I want, and with whom I want,” and now they have lost all control and have lost all of their freedom.  Isn’t it ironic?  
Let’s move to Chapter 3 and read verses 5-8.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5 The sons of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; 6 and they took their daughters for themselves as wives, and gave their own daughters to their sons, and served their gods.  7 The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth. 8 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, so that He sold them into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the sons of Israel served Cushan-rishathaim eight years.
I brought us here to Chapter 3 for the purpose of making one more relevant observation, specifically from verse 8.
Think about this.  The Israelites did not want to worship and serve the Lord, the One True God, the King of Kings, the One who brought them out of Egypt into the Promised Land.  Instead, they bowed down to false gods and were contaminated by the wicked ways of the Canaanites.  They did what was right in their own eyes which was evil in the eyes of the Lord.  And now as a consequence, they are forced to serve another king whose name literally means “Cushan of Double Wickedness” a name that was intended to instill fear and dread within the hearts of his enemies.  Instead of the Lord, that’s the king who the Israelites now get to serve for eight long years.
In the late 70’s Bob Dillon wrote a song entitled, “Gotta Serve Somebody.”  A portion of the lyrics state:
But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes
Indeed you're gonna have to serve somebody
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody
I don’t know what prompted Bob Dillon to write this – but he was correct, and there is a huge lesson in there for us.  
Ultimately, we all serve somebody or something, and when we say “no” to one king, by default, we simply choose another king.  This is what Joshua was saying, “Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve.”  The Israelites chose not to serve the Lord – the One True King and now they serve another king.  And these other kings, like “Cushan of Double Wickedness” – they don’t love you like the Lord loves you, they don’t care for you like the Lord cares for you, they don’t forgive you like the Lord forgives you, and they don’t have your best interest at heart.  But what these other kings will do – is take away your freedom and make you their slave!
And what are these other kings I am talking about?  These kings might be an addiction, an unhealthy habit, or a sin like greed and lust.  There could be others, but you get my point.  You said, “I will do what I want, when I want, and with whom I want,” and now you are a slave without the freedom you wanted.
God is gracious and merciful to deliver us from these other kings, just like He will later do with the Israelites, but we have to choose.  
Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve – but make no mistake, you will serve somebody.

