
Scripture & Man’s Mandates – Government Control of God’s People
Man’s mandates are about government indoctrination & control

It is not what you go through; it is how you go through it
(December 12, 2021)  (Daniel 1:3-21 KJV; Daniel 3:1-30 KJV)

The mandate -- indoctrination: Daniel 1:3-4 KJV And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master
of his eunuchs, that he should bring [certain] of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of
the princes; (4) Children in whom [was] no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and
cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as [had] ability in them to stand in the
king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
● Three year program of education -- control of the education controls the future

The mandate -- what to eat: Daniel 1:5 KJV And the king appointed them a daily provision of
the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end
thereof they might stand before the king.

The mandate -- heritage change: Daniel 1:7 KJV Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave
names: for he gave unto Daniel [the name] of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to
Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.

But -- but ask first: Daniel 1:8 KJV But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested
of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.
● Nowhere does Scripture teach blind loyalty to human institution – freewill choices of master
● Daniel teaches the steps to appeals sinful commands: “purposed in his heart”(desire to please

God); “he requested”(recognized authority); “that he might not defile himself” (God’s will)

Daniel’s proposal: Daniel 1:11-16 KJV Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the
eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, (12) Prove thy servants, I beseech thee,
ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. (13) Then let our countenances be
looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's
meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. (14) So he consented to them in this matter, and
proved them ten days. (15) And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter
in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat. (16) Thus Melzar took
away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.
● Daniel continued teaching the steps to appeal sinful commands: “I beseech thee” (humbleness

with recognition of authority and a plan);  “at the end of ten days” (line the sand)

The mandate -- usurped by God’s divine protection: Daniel 1:17 KJV As for these four
children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had
understanding in all visions and dreams. Daniel 1:20 KJV And in all matters of wisdom [and]
understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians [and] astrologers that [were] in all his realm.
● God gives talents and gifts – use them for the glorification of God the giver

The mandate -- god of the king: Daniel 3:1 KJV Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of
gold, whose height [was] threescore cubits, [and] the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

The mandate -- the dedication (and photo op): Daniel 3:3 KJV Then the princes, the
governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of
the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.



The mandate -- commanded instructions: Daniel 3:4-5 KJV Then an herald cried aloud, To
you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, (5) [That] at what time ye hear the sound of
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

The mandate -- do or die (preparation for failure): Daniel 3:6 KJV And whoso falleth not
down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

The mandate -- snitching implied: Daniel 3:8-9 KJV Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans
came near, and accused the Jews. (9) They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live
for ever. AND Daniel 3:12 KJV There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

The mandate -- public spectacle of the won’ts: Daniel 3:13-14 KJV Then Nebuchadnezzar in
[his] rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought
these men before the king. (14) Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, [Is it] true, O Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set
up? AND Daniel 3:15 KJV . . . . . . who [is] that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?
● The true answer – maybe he will/maybe he won’t: Daniel 3:17-18 KJV If it be [so], our God

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out
of thine hand, O king. (18) But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

The mandate -- turn up the heat: Daniel 3:19 KJV Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and
the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: [therefore] he spake,
and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be
heated.
● Singled out: Daniel 3:23 KJV And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell

down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

The mandate -- usurped by God’s divine protection: Daniel 3:24-25 KJV Then
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, [and] spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said
unto the king, True, O king. (25) He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst
of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
● Miraculous deliverance included no smell of smoke
● Note: Newer translations change “like the Son of God” to “like a son of the gods” (NIV)

The mandate -- believer’s actions can change hearts: Daniel 3:28-29 KJV [Then]
Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed [be] the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's
word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own
God. (29) Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing
amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses
shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.
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