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Introduction: Imagine a pastoral oversight meeting with Pastor Ben where you ask the question, “Pastor, as you have 
examined my life and my walk with God, as much as you know me, what do you think of me as a Christ? 
- After a few moments of silence and thinking he looks at you quite seriously and answer “I believe you are an imitation.” 
- How would you respond to His answer?  Would you be broken, devastated, sobered…or would you be delighted? 
- Your response would be directed by what you believed he meant by imitation. 
- I want to direct you to an essential concept of the Christian life: you are to be an imitation. 
 

Ephesians 5:1 Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. 
 

- Context: Ephesians chs.1-3 a description of the “spiritual blessings” in Christ (v.3). - Predestinating love, adoption, 
acceptance with God, redemption, the forgiveness of sins, the knowledge of His will, oneness with Christ and all the 
redeemed, inheritance, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, God’s power working in us, spiritual life (having been resurrected 
from death), being seated at God’s right hand with Christ, hope, God’s presence, sharing in God’s promise, access to 
God, citizenship in God’s Kingdom, participation in true worship, the unsearchable riches of Christ, participation in God’s 
eternal purpose, boldness and access with confidence, strengthening of God’s Spirit to help, Christ dwelling in our heart 
by faith, the knowledge of the love of Christ which passes knowledge, the favor of the one who is able to do far above 
what we can ask or think. – How does your heart respond to these things? 

- In 4:1 a transition in a call to “walk worthy of the calling” (based on all the previous blessings).  The rest of the book is 
intensely instructional. 

- Among the instructions of how to walk worthy is the command in 5:1, the call to be imitators of God. 

I. WHAT ARE YOU TO DO? - Be Imitators 

- Gk. mimaytays = to follow someone or something as a pattern, model, or example. 
- Bad imitation – an imitation watch, sunglasses, or money, it would be bad.  It is counterfeit, claiming to be the original. 
- But we also use imitation in a good sense. Def. to follow something or someone as a pattern, model, or example. 
Illustration: A Rembrandt – painting – a compliment (trying to imitate) or forgery (trying to deceive) 

II. WHO ARE YOU TO IMITATE? - God 

- We were originally created in His image, but now that image through sin is shattered (though not obliterated). 
- Redemption, based on the blessings and privileges of spiritual blessings, is the restoration of that image. 
- However it is not automatic, but something that we are to be active in. 
Two kinds of “attributes” of God 
- Incommunicable (cannot be transmitted) – Omnipresence, omniscience, infinite, eternal, etc. 
- Communicable (can be transmitted) – Holiness, wisdom, justice, love, goodness, mercy, compassion, humility, etc. 

III. HOW ARE YOU TO DO THIS? 

A. By Remembering Your Divine Adoption - As dear children 
- God has done two things in love in making us His children – we have received a new birth, and been adopted. 
- Notice the importance of both doctrine/direction; what to believe/how to live.  Christianity without both is imbalanced.  
- There will be problems with trying one without the other (explain). 
B. By Following Your Savior’s Example – Walking in love as Christ 
- For the good of others – loved, given Himself for us 
- For the pleasure of God – language of pleasure 
C. By Following Your Siblings’ Example 
- By siblings, I’m speaking of your brothers and sisters in Christ.  This same Greek word to direct us to this fact. 
- 1 Corinthians 4:16 (Paul as teacher) 11:1 (Paul, as he imitates Christ) 1 Thessalonians 1:6 (us and the Lord)  

- You should expect your leaders to be living examples of those who, though imperfect, are being conformed to the 
image of Christ…then follow their example as a living demonstration of grace. 

- Not only them, but anyone in whom you see a Christ-like imitation. 
- Hebrews 6:12 (who through faith and patience inherit the promises).  Saints of the past in the Bible and biography. 
 

- The idea of imitation implies trying to be like someone or something that we are not completely.  It means doing things 
that aren’t always natural or easy.  There is a bit of “acting as if”, then doing what we would do if we were. 

- There are times when we don’t “feel” like something, but we are to do the right thing anyway so as to imitate God with the 
prayer for transformation. 

Question: What is the difference between imitating (in this sense) and hypocrisy?   
- This imitation is with a desire to be more like before God.  Hypocrisy is pretending only for the eyes of people. 
 
Closing counsel: this is only accomplished by your being doers (not just hearers) of the Word. James 1:23-25. 
- In over 100 sermons of this past year, what have you seen in yourself that does not reflect what God wants you to be?   
- I pray that the Holy Spirit would bring to mind something specific that you haven’t yet acted on. 
- What have you done about it?  What will you do today to imitate God and be transformed? 


