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Romans Chapter Eight Romans 8:18 December 12, 2010

This is lesson number 69 in our exposition of the Book of Romans.

The Theme of the Letter Romans 1:16-17

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’ ” Romans 1:16-17

“The Sufferings of This Present Time”

The Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul wants those who are ‘in Christ Jesus’ to
have the absolute assurance of their salvation.

All men fear the wrath of God. Men may boast and strut about but when they are
threatened and when it is dark they fear the wrath of God. As the saying goes,
“There are no atheists in foxholes.” Men may learn to harden themselves, or
rather they are hardened by God in their rebellion, but all men are born with an
innate sense of guilt and fear of punishment.

The believer in Jesus Christ has passed from this dread of punishment, he has
passed from spiritual darkness to the light of the Gospel; because of what Jesus has
already done on the cross for his sin; the fear of the wrath of God has been
removed.

Romans 8:1
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,

How can a man have this firm assurance? On what then should a man base this
assurance? Of course ultimately it is the finished work of Jesus Christ, the
objective truth of the Gospel. But there is subjective validation of this objective
truth! And the apostle gives us the answer in verse 14:

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

But if God loves me and God has adopted me as His child, shouldn’t my life be
nearly perfect? Most people define perfect as pleasant and healthy and free from
confusion and distress. Free from family strife, free from disease, enough money to
be satisfied and well fed.
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But that is not what we experience is it?

We and our loved ones are afflicted with disease and many of us get cancer and the
roof leaks and the car breaks down. That’s not ‘perfect!’

What Paul is writing to believers is that since you are one of God’s children you
will experience many things that may cause you to doubt the love of God if you
don’t understand what is happening.

The way the world looks at hardship is that it is a curse. Just the opposite is true for
the believer. The very fact that we have trials and deal with them with grace is a
strong evidence that we are ‘in Christ.’

One of the strongest indications that God loves us and that we are an heir of God is
that we suffer with Christ.

17 and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we
suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

The man ‘in Christ’ has been delivered from the tyranny and the dominion of sin.
He has ‘died to the law,’ he is ‘dead to sin,’ he is seated with Christ in the heavenly
places at this very moment. He is safe and he is secure.
But he is not yet glorified! He suffers!

Now Paul writes the classic statement in the Bible on suffering.

Romans 8:18-25

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.19 For the earnest expectation of the
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.20 For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;21
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of God.22 For we know that the whole creation
groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.23 Not only that, but we also
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 25 But if we hope for
what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

The question for the Christian is not, “Will he suffer?”
The question is, “How will he deal with suffering?”
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As I prepared for this lesson I learned something about suffering that I had not
noticed before. Perhaps you have noticed this but if not it will help you to see it in
regard to suffering.

Paul and the other apostles never mention glory without immediately
mentioning suffering at the same time. I wonder if the ‘health and wealth’
preachers know this?

Our Lord Jesus Christ said the same thing. Read John Chapter 15 and see
what Jesus says about the branches being pruned, learn what that pruning is
about. Jesus said the world would hate you because it hates Him.

Paul has already stated as much in Chapter 5:1-3.

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also
glory in tribulations….

Consider just a few passages; there are many more, where suffering and glory are
linked together:

2 Corinthians 4:17-18
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory,18 while we do not look at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are
temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Colossians 1:24-29

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,25 of which I became
a minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to
fulfill the word of God,26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.27 To them God willed to make
known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching
every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.29 To
this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.

2 Timothy 2:12

12 If we endure, {suffer} We shall also reign with Him.
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Where did the idea come from that the moment you become a Christian you will
never have any more troubles? Or the idea that if you do have trouble it due to lack
of faith? It surely did not come from the Bible.

So Paul starts a new section in the Epistle with verses 18-25, on how to deal with
suffering.

Do you see what Paul is doing? He has just worked out ‘sonship’ and shown that
sonship lead to glorification. But he is quick to tell us that it is through suffering
with Christ that we may be glorified together with Him.

Let me make my frequent and usual disclaimer and attribute much of this outline to
Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Some of this message comes out of my reserve of study and
knowledge but I don’t apologize for using what another man has written.

The first thing that believers should know about suffering is that they should not
be surprised by it; never be taken by surprise.

1 Peter 4:12-16
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened to you;13 but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad
with exceeding joy.14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you,
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed,
but on your part He is glorified.15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief,
an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters.16 Yet if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

We need to understand that we cannot be united to the Lord Jesus Christ without in
some shape or form knowing something of the ‘fellowship of His sufferings’. So
do not be surprised when you are afflicted.

The next thing is that not only should we not be surprised by suffering, we should
not be cast down by it. The fact is that the world is watching and evaluating the
Christian faith by how they see us deal with difficulties.
Some of the greatest periods in history of the growth of Christianity were when
Christians were being persecuted and martyred for the faith. When they were
thrown to the lions in the arena, they sang and thanked God that they had been
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.
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We dare not boast of how we will deal with tribulations. Many Christians have
failed in their time of trial. But a Christian will not deny their Lord in the end.

We have the case of the man in Psalm 73 who asked, “Why is this happening to
me?” I am in trouble but these ungodly people are flourishing, in fact, “their eyes
stand out with fatness.” They don’t seem to suffer, in fact, “there are no bands in
their death.”

All of this trouble I have taken to follow the way of God isn’t helping me. But
when he went to the house of God he learned that all would be well for him.
Follow along in your Bible as I read Psalm 73:

The Christian who reacts as this man did at first has a wrong understanding of
Christianity. He has believed some false prophet who failed to tell him to “count
the costs.”

So suffering must not surprise us and we must not be in despair.
But neither should we doubt the love of God.

I have had the experience of dealing with someone who has lost a child and they
ask, “How could a God of love allow an innocent child to suffer and die?” David’s
child of his adultery with Bathsheba died at birth. Did God love David, the man
after His own heart?

How could a God of love allow September 11th {2001} to happen?

One of the world’s oldest philosophical questions is, “How can a good God allow
such evil in the world. Does God not have the power to prevent evil?
Is God really good? Is God really all-powerful?”

We will not develop the Bible’s answer to that question except to say that we do
not have enough information to be the judge of God.

God allows suffering for a higher good that we may not understand.
We will take this up again at verse 28 {D.V.}, but for now be satisfied that the
question has a satisfactory answer for the believer that says that God is both good
and all-powerful.

The story of Job is in the Bible for this very reason. Did God love Job?
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God loved Job so much that He trusted Job to suffer beyond anything any other
human has ever experienced. And the main lesson of the Book of Job is that Job
never ‘quit God.’

Very closely associated with not doubting the love of God is not to hold a grudge
against God. We dare not assume the position of accusing God of mismanagement.

Another thing that may seem disturbing is that there is no promise in Scripture
that things will get better. Our plight may improve but if it doesn’t we must still
trust that God loves us.

Christianity offers a truly unique answer to suffering. No other philosophy or
teaching says what the Christian Bible says about suffering.

Stoicism, defined as the control of one’s feelings, was a popular philosophy when
Paul lived. Stoicism is entirely negative. Stoicism says, “Grit your teeth and bear
it” without any hope. Stoicism offers nothing to hope for beyond this life.

The same is true of Fatalism. There is only blind ‘fate’ with no personal God to
bring good out of evil. No hope whatsoever.

Neither will you find a satisfactory answer in Islam, Hinduism, nor in New Age
which has morphed into Postmodernism.

You will die and you will not be reincarnated after you die to come back to live on
a higher level of existence.

You won’t find any relief in Buddhism, which is hopeless.

Let me warn you about what is being packaged with an otherwise harmless
exercise. Karate, Kung Fu, Yoga, et al are based in Zen Buddhism.

Some of the most successful movies, E.T., STAR WARS, Karate Kid; and many
cartoons, e.g., The Smurfs, are cram-packed with New Age Movement philosophy.
After a person has thoroughly absorbed this New Age Movement philosophy from
earlist childhood they have a belief system that is contrary to the biblical world
view. They can't defend their beliefs: they "just know it."
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E.T made so-called "extraterrestrial" beings lovable.
Star Wars taught about "the force."
Karate Kid's Zen master says:

"What is within is always right. The Buddha provides."

The “Karate Kid” movie series popularized Zen Buddhism in America. You cannot
master the art of Karate without the philosophy that underlies Karate. I caution you
to examine what is being taught to your mind as well as how to do the exercises.
Of course not everyone who learns Karate becomes a Zen Buddhist. Just be aware
of the unbiblical philosophy that is presented.

What I am saying is that Christianity is unique in its answer to suffering. There is
hope based on our relationship with Jesus Christ.

There are two terms in verse 18 that need comment:

The first term is “For I consider…”

The NKJV and most of the newer translations read, “For I consider…”
KJV reads, “For I reckon….”

Among the synonyms are, conclude, reason, reckon, or suppose.
Paul is saying that based on what he has written about the children of God and the
fact of suffering that he concludes something. What is that conclusion?

For I consider {conclude} that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

It is also important for us to get the meaning of the other term and it is the phrase
the “present time.” The sufferings of this ‘present time.’
What time is that?
Paul does not mean “for the time being,” or some short temporary span of time.
Merle Haggard sang “If we make it through December, everything’s going to be
alright I know.” Just hold on and we’ll get past this.

The Christian lives in the ‘present age’ which began at the resurrection of Christ
and lasts until the Lord Jesus returns. The ‘present time’ does not end when a
Christian dies.

Suffering for the individual Christian will end at his death but suffering will
continue for the rest of us until Jesus comes back at the end of the age.
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1 John 2:28-3:3

And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have
confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is
righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.
3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not
know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself,
just as He is pure.

The ‘glory that shall be revealed in us’ will appear at the Second Coming of Jesus
the Lord.

We are sinners and that is enough to qualify us for any affliction that may come
our way. But we are redeemed sinners. We are adopted children of God, heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Christ.

We have seen that suffering is ‘normal’ for the believer. Suffering with Christ in a
Christ-like manner is one of the best ways to conclude that you are a child of God.

We are not surprised, we are not cast down, we don’t quit God, and we don’t hold
a grudge against God. We understand that for the ‘present time’ suffering is not an
option for the believer.
What about you? Does this message give you a reason to conclude?

For I consider {conclude} that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.


