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Love = a strong and constant affection for a
person or thing.

[. Trinitarian Love.

A. God is love.

1 John 4:8 (ESV) Anyone who does not love does
not know God, because God is love.

Genesis 1:26 (ESV) Then God said, “Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness. And let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Genesis 2:18 (ESV) Then the Lord God said, “It is
not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him a helper fit for him.”

John 6:37-39 (ESV) All that the Father gives me
will come to me, and whoever comes to me [ will
never cast out. 38 For | have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who
sent me, that [ should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
John 16:13-15 (ESV) When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he
will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is
mine; therefore I said that he will take what is
mine and declare it to you.

B. God’s love for the Son.

Titus 1:2 (ESV) in hope of eternal life, which God,
who never lies, promised before the ages began

Ephesians 1:4 (ESV) even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love
John 10:27-30 (ESV) My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand. 30 [ and the Father are one.”

II. The Son’s Love For His Bride
A. He chooses in love.

Deuteronomy 7:7 & 8 (ESV) It was not because
you were more in number than any other people
that the Lord set his love on you and chose you,
for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is
because the Lord loves you and is keeping the
oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord
has brought you out with a mighty hand and
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

Ephesians 1:4 & 5 (ESV) even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love
5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
Matthew 11:25 & 26 (ESV) At that time Jesus
declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed
them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will.

Romans 8:29 (ESV) For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers.



B. He descended to redeem us in love.

Genesis 2:24 (ESV) Therefore a man shall leave
his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh.

Job 9:30-33 (ESV) If I wash myself with snow
and cleanse my hands with lye, 31 yet you will
plunge me into a pit, and my own clothes will
abhor me. 32 For he is not a man, as I am, that |
might answer him, that we should come to trial
together. 33 There is no arbiter between us, who
might lay his hand on us both.

1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV) For there is one God, and
there is one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus,

Philippians 2:6 & 7 (ESV) who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God
a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men.

C. He suffered in love.

John 15:13 (ESV) Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends.

[saiah 53:3 (ESV) He was despised and rejected
by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief; and as one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
[saiah 53:10 & 11 (ESV) Yet it was the will of the
Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when
his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see
his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of
the anguish of his soul he shall see and be
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous
one, my servant, make many to be accounted
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.
Philippians 2:8 (ESV) And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Galatians 3:13 (ESV) Christ redeemed us from
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is
hanged on a tree”—

D. He draws us in love.

Jeremiah 31:3 (ESV) the Lord appeared to him
from far away. I have loved you with an
everlasting love; therefore I have continued my
faithfulness to you.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV) For God, who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Colossians 1:13 (ESV) He has delivered us from
the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son,

E. He protects in love.

John 10:9-11 (ESV) I am the door. If anyone
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life and have it abundantly. 11 [ am the
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep.

John 10:27-30 (ESV) My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give
them eternal life, and they will never perish, and
no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
Philippians 4:19 (ESV) And my God will supply
every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.

[II. Abiding In Love
A. We draw life from Him.

John 15:4 & 5 (ESV) Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. 5 [ am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he
it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing.

John 17:3 (ESV) And this is eternal life, that they
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent.

John 6:53-57 (ESV) So Jesus said to them, “Truly,
truly, [ say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life
in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up
on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and



my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my
flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in
him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I live
because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me,
he also will live because of me.

1]John 5:11 & 12 (ESV) And this is the testimony,
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever
does not have the Son of God does not have life.

B. We desire His word.

John 15:7 (ESV) If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you.

John 6:63 (ESV) It is the Spirit who gives life; the
flesh is no help at all. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life.

2 Timothy 3:16 & 17 (ESV) All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.

C. We seek to keep His commandments.

John 15:10 (ESV) If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as  have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love.

1 John 5:3 (ESV) For this is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome.

John 15:12 (ESV) “This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
Galatians 5:22 (ESV) But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,

D. We bear fruit.

John 15:2 (ESV) Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit.

John 15:4 & 5 (ESV) Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. 5 [ am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he

it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing.

John 15:8 (ESV) By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.

John 15:11 (ESV) These things I have spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.

Conclusion

Romans 8:38 & 39 (ESV) For I am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers,
39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



